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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A" for “‘not applicable.” For functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Wilson's Station

other names/site number _B0~_310 Wilson House

2. Location

street & number 3790 Lebanon Rdad. NFZRnot for publication
city or town Danville ¥ vicinity

state Kentucky code _KY county Boyle code021 zip code _ll(_)ﬁZ_Z__

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this [& nomination

[ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Hlstonc Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
ets (] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

nagion |Iy D statewide (X locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
David L. Morgan, SHPO and
Executive Director - /~F >

\‘S'gnature 6'f cem ng ofﬁcual/T itle Date
Kentuckyfleritage Council/State Historic Preservation Office

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [1 meets [J does not meet the National Register criteria. (] See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of commenting official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

! hert{%y/(eﬂify that the property is: S|gnature of the Keeper Date of Action
entered in the National Register. /l /
(] see continuation sheet. Ao //’/ ;VI’ qv >

[O determined eligible for the
National Register
See continuation sheet.
[ determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[ removed from the National
Register.

([ other, (explain:)




Wilson's Station-: - : o7 LWl goyle County, KY -

Name of Property T o ..« . iCountyand State
5. Classification - ‘ S el
Ownership of Property Category of Property - Number of Resources within Property -
(Check as many boxes as apply) {Check only one box) o ‘ : {Do not include prewously listed resources ln the count)
R private - ~ " P building(s) _ ' - Contributing .. o Noncontnbutlng ' _' .
O public-local O district ' , T T R buildinas
O public-State - 0 site ' " " 9
O public-Federal .- O structure , -__ 0 : o0~ sites
. . - ,: ..’. M . -, ,.' -v-i.j.l e . ] . ] . .
[ object - - , o 1 structures
0 “i" - 0 objects
_ : 1 S 2 Total
Name of related multiple property listing : Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter ""N/A” Iif property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the Natlonal Register
Early Stone Buildings of Central KY (Murray Wooley, 3)
Histaqric and Architectural Resources of Boyle County, KY 0
6. Function or Use
" Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) . (Enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC/ single dwelling 4 DOMESTIC/single dwelling
DOMESTIC/secondary structure DOMESTIC/secondary structure

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)

NO STYLE/ settlement vernacular foundation _ STONE/limestone
walls STONE/limestone
WOOD/weatherboard

roof ASPHALT
oother _LOG

Narrative Description :
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Wi'-lsbn"‘-éista'tions o
Name of Property g ,..-'nf;;_n"--;_* CER A

"5 Statement of Sigmﬁcance . i
Applicable National Register Criteria o Areas of Signifrcance o

_ (Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the cntena quahfymg the property . (Enter categories from mstructrons) = -::‘ e
for National Hegrster llstrng) E L | EXPLORATION /SEITI_,EMENT et
g A Propeﬂy is associated with events that have made SR R SR A

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of : : :
our history.

OB Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

(0 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and T L
distinguishable entity whose components lack _ .~ Period of Significance
individual distinction. ) ~ca. 1785-179%

[J D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations Significant Dates
Mark *'x”" in all the boxes that apply.
(Mark " in all the boxes that 2pply) ca. 1785-179%

Property is:

[J A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

Significant Person

O B removed from its original location. (Com;'e‘e if Criterion B is marked above)
n/a

[J € a birthplace or grave.

Cultural Affiliation
[0 D a cemetery. : "n/a

(0 E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

] F a commemorative property.

O G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Architect/Builder
within the past 50 years. . unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography
" (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
[0 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 K] State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested ' [J Other State agency
OJ previously listed in the National Register : - O Federal agency
& previously determmed eligible by the National O Local government .
Register - O university” . -
O designated a National Historic Landmark S O Other
O recorded by Historic Ameri_can Buildings Survey - Name of repository: -

U recorded.by Historic Amerrcan Engmeenng
Record #




Wilson's Station . | : Boyle Co., KY. .
Name of Property RERTHN TP County and State LT e

"10._Geographical Data

Acreage of Property ___L2-44 acres

UTM References - . o -
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) = uncyien City Qused.

(116 ] 1619:29,6,0 41 158 .0] sl Lol Lol o]

Zone Easting Northing . Zone Easting Northing

PR I I I AR T T A I N e

[0 see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

Christine Amos, Historian

nameftitle
organization __ Burry & Amos, Inc. date  March 30, 1997
street & number _ 926 Main Street, telephone (502) 633-5530

city or town Shelbyville state Kentucky zip code 40065

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs |
Representative black and white photographs aof the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name James & Deborah Pope
street & number 3735 Lebanon Road telephone
city or town ___Danville, state _KY Zip code 40422

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properues for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservatlon Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq)

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 1 hours per response mcludmg tlme for rewewmg
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127 Washlngton, DC 2001 3-7127 and the Off ce of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.

US GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1993 O - 350—416‘ QL 3
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7. Descripfion

The nominated property is Wilson's Station, a stone masonry residence with the oldest portion built
by Boyle County ploneer James Wilson sometime between 41785 and 41794 (with the later date seeming
more likely). The house sits on a rise above the forks of Clark’s Run, with a massive Sycamore tree located
in the flood plain between the house and rock fence and the creek. The front of the house is said to
have originally faced south to the Wilderness Road and the Knobs. The present front (north) faces Clarks
Run and KY 34, the old Danville-Lebanon Turnpike.

1. Wilson Station (confributing building). The original portion of the house Is & two-story, stone,
three-bay, hall-parlor residence with irregular corner quoins, 6/6 sash (first floor windows lengthened in
the mid-19th century) with original jack arches and enlarged keystones. The centfer entry doors mirror
each other on north and south facades with early molded frames. Interior stone chimneys are flanked
by circular garret vents (loop holes) framed by gauged stones. As shown in the plan atiached, it appears
that the northern-most one-story wing was originally detached and served as a kitchen/living spbce. I
is possible that this single cell strucjure with enclosed corner stair accessing an upper garret is the oldes*
portion of Wilson's Station, built and lived in during the late years of the eighteenth century with the larger,
hall-parior block built soon after. The kitchen retains a massive stone chimney and fireplace; single
window opening in the north and entry in the south elevation (supporting accounts of the original front
elevation oriented south); exposed beaded beams, and an enclosed corner stair with HL hinges and
beaded board walls. The garret room above has partially-hewn and partially vertical-sawn lapped and
pegged common.rafters with collar beams.

The early hall-parlor block (the two southern rooms) retains original interior plaster that shows the
two exterior doors, centrally placed along opposing north-south walls, originally entered into the larger,
southern room. An open, winder stair rises beside the north-facing door and features paneled wainscot,
turned balusters, square newsl, stringer with crescent moon shaped detail and a closet with six-panel
door and early trim. Sometime in the nineteenth century, a stud wall partition was added to the larger
room, transforming the hall-parlor configuration into a center hall plan. An example of a very similar
modification exists In Fayette County at the ca. 1790 Nathaniel Ferguson house (FA 329). At this brick
masonty, two-story, hall-parlor plan residence, a similar hall-parlor configuration was transformed into a
center passage plan with the addition of a later partition wall in the larger room. '
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A two-story, single bay, frame wing with stone north wall was placed between the detached
kitchen and hall-parlor block sometime in the nineteenth century. The wing features heavy molded, 19th
century trim, Greek Revival mantel, 6/6 sash that match the enlarged, first story sash of the earlier block,
and large, first floor opening on the north wall spanned by a log lintel and filled in with door, side
windows and wood blocking above. Italianate brackets were added to the front (north) eave, and a two-
story, frame addition extends across the entire rear of the structure. A frame gorqge with north wall of
stone is attached to the south end.

2. Smokehouse (non-contributing building). A v-notched, log smokehouse located northeast of
the dwelling in the yard area appears to have been built in the first quarter of the 19th century. |t
features an infegral gable overhang with weatherboard-clad end cantilevered on the projecting ends
of the top plates. An offset entry door is located beneath the overhang. The logs are chinked with rock,
sand and concrete, exposed and whitewashed beneath the overhang, and covered with vertical board
on other exterior surfaces. '

3. Rock fence (non-oonfrib,uhng structure). A dry-laid rock fence fronts the property between the
house and the creek on the north side and extends along the curved drive 1o the house. This fence, built
of random coursed, unbattered, dry-laid masonry, with diagonally placed coping is terminated by
rectangular rock plers at the driveway entrance.
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8. Statement of Significance

Wilson's Station remains one of the few Boyle County, ﬁruc’rures that recalt the very earliest

years of community in ‘a still unseftied land. The property is locgiy significant under Criterion A as a
physical link o understanding the early exploration. and settleme Fof the region and Boyle County. The
_site refains material culture that addresses important research:giuestions posed in the Property Type
Significance section. It is an example of defensible site selectiofifar settlement stations and forts; it offers
information on early construction techniques and building ty nd it may provide information on the
establishment of early centers of rural community. The prop s determined eligible to the National
Register In 1983 as part of the Early Stone Buildings of Central Kgiitucky Thematic Resources Nomination,
but the property was not listed (Wooley, 1983).

thin the theme of "Settlement in Boyle
riod. Although stations and forts
not, the term "station” also meant a
ourney. And, although some sites
enerally recognized that the term
7: 30).

The significance of Wilson's Station is further unders’ro A
County 1774-1820" as a station established during this higric
generally refer to close groupings of small cabins both fortifed: a
landmark where travelers could sjop for shelter and food Huring
continued to be called stations after 1792 (the year of statatiood), i
endured more as linguistic habit than descriptive redlity (O'Malley, *

County, Virginia at the forks of
n may have arrived almost a
© M.Chinn, in The History of
ap (with no specific date)
rch did not link Givens with
y not have always been

Collins dotes the "station” built by James Wilson of Albermark:
Clark's Run to 41785 (Collins, 1874)}. Historian Calvin Foﬁckler believes W
decade later and established his station in 1794 (Fackler, 1941: 4). Gus
Harrodsburg and the Great Seftlement Area (1984) includes a perioc
indicating "Givens Station" at the forks of Clark’'s Run (Figure 4). Deed re
this property, and although m‘le fo a sfaﬂon site was probobly prudenf %

k!

possible. . i

Regardless of its original occupant, Wilson's Station was neither g;@nndoned nor part of a
congregation of buildings but rather, the stone residence stood as a defens dwelling, percelved as
a safe haven for the neighborhood in case of attack, although no Indian raids iit\e reported in the area
after Wilson built his residence (Fackler, 1944: 4). The dwelling originally face with to the Wilderness
Road and the Knobs. Its location near the well-traveled route suggests Wilson's on may have been
as much a stopping place for fravelers as a fortified shelter. Wilson located his k. ' -ling on a defensible
knoll above the waters of Clark’s Run, a location typical of stations and forts, ' L :
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8. Statement of Significance
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9. Maqjor Bibliographical References
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10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

/ .
The nominated property includes 9.44 acres, the boundary of which is outlined on Kentucky
Department of Revenue Boyle County map #36, parcel 21.

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the residence, meathousse, rear yard areaq, drive, rock fence, Clark's Run
and front yard area, and includes the buildings, structures and sites that are historically part of the setting
of Wilson's Station or maintain integrity to a later historic period. Other portions of the Wilson farm
surrounding the property have been excluded because they have been subdivided and developed into
small acreage tracts with modern houses or are part of a separate farm operation and do not contribute
fo the significance of Wilson's Station.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Wilson's Station, Boyle County, KY
Photos By: Christine Amos
Burry & Amos, Inc.
926 Main Street
Shelbyville, KY 40065
Date: March, 1997

Facing southwest to main residence
10of 6

Front facade of main residence, facing southeast
20f 6

Rear elevation of main residence, facing northwest
3ofb ‘

Log meathouse, facing southwest,
40of b6

View from Clark’'s Run Creek o main residence and rock fence, facing south

50f 6

Entry gates to propen‘y overlooking surrounding region, facing west

6 of 6






