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1. Name of Property

Historic name Morgan, David B./Earle A. Bronson, Jr., House

Other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 8030 North Central Avenue

city of town Phoenix

not for publication 

vicinity

State Arizona code AZ county Maricopa code 013 zip code 88020

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,
I hereby certify that this K nomination___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property K meets___ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:
___ national ____statewide ')C local

Signature of certifying official

Title

Cl zg/o

'or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property__meets___ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Nationaf Park Service Certification
ie Keeper /\ /]/1 Dateo

vl. vuiJSL I-
I, hereby, ^rtify that this property is;

^/entered in the National Register

__determined eligible for the National Register

__determined not eligible for the National Register

__ removed from the National Register

__other (explain:)

Ignature of the Date of Action

H



Morgan, David B./Earle A. Bronson, Jr., House 
Name of Property

Maricopa County, Arizona 
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
V private V building(s) 1 1 buildings

public - Local district sites
public - State site 1 structures
public - Federal structure objects

object 2 1 Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property Is not part of a multiple property listing)

North Central Phoenix Farmhouses and Rural 
Estate Homes, 1895-1959

Number of contributing resources previousiy 
listed in the Nationai Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

7. Description
Architecturai Ciassification
(Enter categories from Instructions)

MODERN MOVEMENT

Moderne

Materiais
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation: CONCRETE
walls: STUCCO/ADOBE

roof: ASPHALT

other:

Narrative Description

Summary Paragraph

The David B. Morgan-Earle A. Bronson, Jr. House is a one-story, Moderne rural estate home built in 1927. The house has 
an irregular U-shaped plan and a flat roof with low parapets. The foundation is concrete and the walls are stucco-covered 
adobe. A guesthouse is located in the rear of the property, but has been modified and is a non-contributor. A swimming 
pool was built in the backyard during the 1950s and is a contributor. The Morgan-Bronson House is located in North 
Central Phoenix and fronts to the east on Central Avenue. It is an excellent representation of the rural estate home 
property type detailed in the associated Multiple Property Documentation Form, “North Central Phoenix Farmhouses and 
Rural Estate Homes, 1895-1959," and as a rare example of the Moderne Style, which is covered in the same MPDF.

Narrative Description

The David B. Morgan-Earle A. Bronson, Jr. House is located at 8030 North Central Avenue in North Central Phoenix. It is 
a residential property consisting of a contributing main residence and a non-contributing guesthouse, situated on .81 acre. 
Set back from Central Avenue 107 feet, the main residence and guesthouse are reached by a long driveway. The 
residence is a single story, approximately 3,200 square feet house designed in the Moderne Style, with Pueblo Revival



Morgan, David B./Earle A. Bronson, Jr., House
Name of Property

Maricopa County, Arizona 
County and State

elements. The house has an irregular U-shaped plan with an inner courtyard. The walls are stucco-sheathed adobe in 
varying heights terminating with flattened parapets in different sections. The roof is built up asphalt.

The house fronts to the east on Central Avenue, with a wrought iron fence and gate delineating the property from the 
street. The .81-acre lot is comparably large for the area; the typical residential lot ranges from one-fourth to one-half acre. 
Originally, the lot was approximately ten acres as part of an unnamed subdivision laid out in 1921. In the early 1950s, the 
property was subdivided first in 1951, when eight acres were used as part of the creation of the Harmont Manor 
subdivision, and again in 1954, splitting the remaining two acres creating the current lot boundaries.

A bridge at the front entrance is part of the North Central Avenue Streetscape Historic District. The front yard is spacious 
and is lower in elevation than the house to allow for ground irrigation. A row of olive trees follows the north curve of the 
driveway from the entrance to the house. The driveway is asphalt from the street to the rear of the house. A grassy strip 
parallels the driveway on the south until giving way to concrete stretching back to the rear/west property line. A small 
grassy island with shrubs and two citrus trees is between the asphalt and concrete segments. A wall separates the 
backyard from the front north of the house. A wood-framed wall within the carport, and running between the house and 
the guesthouse separates the backyard space from the driveway. The landscaping is mature with some of the citrus and 
olive trees dating to the historic period. A short wall runs the length of the southern boundary of the property. On the north, 
the front yard is delineated from the neighboring property by a chain link fence in the front and a wall in the rear.

The front fagade of the house is approximately sixty feet long, with undulating bays and recesses, and a prominent 
chimney all trimmed with handmade ceramic tiles. Painted wood planks create faux lintels over the windows. High on the 
left side of the front fagade are two small, deeply recessed windows to shine morning light into a “cool storage” room. To 
the right are paired eight-light steel casement windows, with a fixed four-light transom. A short wall creates a terrace in 
front of the main entrance to the house and a set of paired eight light steel casement windows. A metal scupper juts from 
the wall to the right of the windows. The chimney is flanked by six light steel casement windows at eye level and 
clerestory windows placed higher up. A fixed picture window is located rightmost on the front fagade.

The southwest comer of the house is curved with an entrance from the west and from the south. Both entrances have 
security screen doors. Adjacent to the west door is an air conditioning unit mounted to the wail. To the left of the southern 
entrance is a fixed, single light metal framed window with a transom. This window is framed with wood and has an iron 
security grille. To the right of the southern entrance is a chimney and then two sets of paired, six-light steel casement 
windows. These also have security grilles installed. To the right of the windows is a smali recessed basement window and 
then a set of paired eight-light French doors, entering into the dining room. To the right of the French doors is the main 
entrance of the house, a round arch at front entry with batten door.

The northern fagade of the house has two sets of paired, eight-light French doors with fixed two-light transoms. Both sets 
of doors are behind security gates and one set of transoms has been removed to accommodate a large evaporative 
cooler. To the right of the French doors are two sets of paired steel casement windows with fixed four-light transoms. One 
of the transoms has been modified to accommodate a small air conditioning unit. To the right, on the south and east 
exposures of the “bath dressing room” section of the house are three six-light steel casement windows. A scupper 
protrudes from the west exposure. At the far right of the northern fagade, another scupper is located as are two sets of 
paired eight-light steel casement windows with fixed four light transoms. A small air conditioning unit is mounted in one of 
the windows. Iron grills are located low on the windows. The west wall is windowless.

Within the u-shape of the house is a courtyard with multiple entrances into the house. Facing south from what the house 
plans refer to as the loggia, are paired French doors and a large picture window. Facing west into the patio are two sets of 
paired French doors; one with nine lights and one with twelve lights. On the south side of the patio is a masonry barbeque 
flanked by a steel casement window on the left with an air conditioning unit and a paired eight-light steel casement 
window on the right. Shed roofs were added on the east and north sides of the patio to provide shade.

Directly behind the house is a swimming pool, which was installed in the early 1950s and is a contributor. A guesthouse at 
the end of the driveway was once a garage and does not appear in the original design. From a historic illustration 
provided by the current owner, it appears the guesthouse may originally have been a garage with quarters on the second 
floor. The current one-story structure may be a remnant of the original structure or a replacement, dating to at least 1954 
when the current owner acquired the property. However, it does not match the design or materials of the house; it is 
constructed of brick and sheathed in stucco and stone and has a wood frame carport constructed on its south side. 
Another carport connects to and is between the guesthouse and main residence. Because the guesthouse appears to 
have modifications made subsequent to the period of significance, it is not a contributor.



Morgan, David B./Ear1e A, Bronson, Jr., House 
Name of Property

Integrity

Maricopa County, Arizona
County and State

The design of the Morgan-Bronson House and its setback create a unique presence when viewed from Central Avenue. 
The main house has remained essentially unaltered since the historic period, except for the carport and inner courtyard 
additions. Originally designed as a two-bedroom, two bathroom dwelling. A laundry room was added to the house prior to 
1954 and this room was eventually converted to a bedroom. Most the windows are original, though air conditioning units 
have been mounted in a few. Within the courtyard, one of the French doors shown on the floor plans was replaced with a 
picture window. On the north side of the house, a transom was removed from one of the French doors for ductwork to an 
evaporative cooler. A portion of the terrace short wall was also removed. These changes do not affect the outward 
presentation of the building. According to historic drawings and photographs, various treatments have been used for 
window canopies, but none are currently present. Like all other properties that can be covered by the MPDF “North 
Central Phoenix Farmhouses and Rural Estate Homes, 1895-1959,” the size of the original lot has been reduced 
significantly, in this case from ten to .81 acres, however this was done during the historic period. The main residence 
retains a high degree of original architectural integrity and its setting and landscaping remain intact.

8. Statement of Significance _________________________________________________________

Appiicable Nationai Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria quaiilying the property 
for Nationai Register listing)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
A Property is associated with events that have made a 

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply)
Property is:

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance

1927-1959

Significant Dates

1927

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above)

A owed by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance within 
the past 50 years.

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

Albert Chase McArthur

Period of Significance (justification)

The period of significance is from 1927, when the house was built, to 1959, when the rural area was annexed by the city 
of Phoenix.



Morgan, David B./Earle A. Bronson, Jr., House Maricopa County, Arizona
Name of Property County and State

Criteria Considerations (expianation, if necessary) n/a.

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph

The David B. Morgan-Earle A. Bronson, Jr. House is a rural estate home designed in the Moderne Style with Pueblo 
Revival influences. It is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A, “Community Planning and 
Development” because it is one of the few remaining homes that are representative of rural estate subdivision 
development trends in North Central Phoenix during the period 1895 to 1959. The Morgan Bronson House is also eligible 
under Criterion C, “Architecture” because it embodies the distinctive characteristics of Moderne-style architecture that 
developed in North Central Phoenix during the same. For a more detailed explanation of both contexts, please refer to the 
associated Multiple Property Documentation Form, “North Central Phoenix Farmhouses and Rural Estates Homes, 1895- 
1959.”

Narrative Statement of Significance (provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance)

The Morgan-Bronson House is significant under Criterion A because it is an excellent example of a rural estate in the 
North Central Phoenix area as detailed in the associated MPDF, “North Central Phoenix Farmhouses and Rural Estate 
Homes, 1895-1959.” This area features most of the few remaining high-style rural estates and rare farmhouses in the 
middle of the greater Phoenix metropolis. The property is located on prominent street. North Central Avenue, just north of 
the prestigious Orangewood subdivision. The property retains most of its architectural integrity as well as many of its 
original characteristics such as mature, well-maintained landscaping and a long driveway. The lot size is .81 acres in an 
area where average lot size is under one-quarter acre. The house is 3,500 square feet in an area where the average 
house size is 2,500 square feet. These elements convey a sense of feeling and association of rural estate subdivision 
trends during the period 1895-1959.

The Morgan-Bronson House is also significant under Criterion C as an excellent example of rural estate homes described 
in the MPDF “North Central Phoenix Farmhouses and Rural Estate Homes, 1895-1959,” because it is one of the best 
examples in North Central Phoenix of this property type designed with blended elements of the Moderne and Pueblo 
Revival styles. The house features variable massing with stucco-clad adobe walls, painted white and subtly infused with 
handmade ornamental tiles and a prominent chimney. The windows are steel casement with divided lights. The entry is an 
arch with a batten wood door. The house is a well-maintained with most of its original architecture intact. Local architect 
Albert Chase McArthur, who also designed the Arizona Biltmore Hotel and several homes in the Phoenix Country Club, 
designed the home.

Developmental History

In 1926, David B. Morgan enlisted architect Albert Chase McArthur to design a new home on a ten-acre lot he had 
purchased three years earlier. McArthur was educated at the Armour Institute of Technology in Chicago and had worked 
with Frank Lloyd Wright from 1907 to 1909. After continuing his studies in Austria and Italy, McArthur started an 
architecture firm in Chicago in 1912. He moved his practice to Phoenix in 1925 where he designed homes in the Phoenix 
Country Club and later designed the Arizona Biltmore Hotel.

Morgan was a prominent Phoenix attorney with the law firm of John H. Page & Co. The property he selected for his new 
home was Parcel K of a subdivision plat with the descriptive moniker of “Subdivision of the SW % Sec.32 - T.3N., R3E. G. 
& S. R. B. & M,” and located just north of the prestigious Orangewood subdivision. Facing Central Avenue and covered 
with a grove of citrus trees the property was very similar in size and look to lots within Orangewood. The home was 
completed in 1927 and featured in the November 1929 issue of Architectural Record as a “Country House for D. B. 
Morgan, near Phoenix, Arizona.”

The 1930 census shows that Morgan, wife Fanny, daughter Mary, and a maid were living at house. Given the original two- 
bedroom design, it is quite possible that a guesthouse was added to the property by this time. An illustration from that time 
period shows a two-story garage and guesthouse located behind the main residence. The current guesthouse does not 
resemble this structures, but has been on the site, first as a garage and later modified into a guesthouse, since at least 
1954.

Morgan sold the house in 1944 to W. R. Montague, who subdivided the property in 1951, creating a portion of the 
Harmont Manor subdivision from approximately eight acres. In 1953, Montague split the remaining two acres before 
selling the house, on the current sized lot to Alfred Becker. The following year, Alfred Becker sold the house to Earle A. 
Bronson, Jr., the current owner.
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Name of Property

Maricopa County, Arizona
County and State

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography (CKe the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

Bronson, Jr, Earle A. “An Historical Summary of the D. B. Morgan Residence: 8030 North Central Avenue.” n.p., 2004. 

“Country House for D. B. Morgan Near Phoenix, Arizona.” Architectural Record. November 1929 (66:5), 468-469. 

Maricopa County Book of Maps, vols. 10:20 and 49:3. Phoenix: Maricopa County Recorder’s Office.

Murray, Vincent S., and Kevin Weight, “North Central Avenue Streetscape Historic District,” National Register of Historic 
Places Registration Form. Arizona State Historic Preservation Office, 2004.

_, “North Central Phoenix Farmhouses and Rural Estate Homes,” National Register of Historic Places Multiple 
Property Documentation Form. Arizona State Historic Preservation Office, 2009.

United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930. Washington, D.C.: National 
Archives and Records Administration, 1930.

Previous documentation on fiie (NPS);
___ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been

requested)

___ previously listed in the National Register
___ previously determined eligible by the National Register
___ designated a National Historic Landmark
___ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #.

Primary location of additional data:
X State Historic Preservation Office 
X Other State agency

____ Federal agency
X Local government 
X University 
X Other
Name of repository: Files of current owner Earle A. Bronson, Jr.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one acre 
(do not include previously listed resource acreage)

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 12 400347 3713053
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)

The boundary of the David B. Morgan-Earle A. Bronson, Jr. House is the .81 acre parcel listed with the Maricopa County 
Assessor’s as parcel number 160-55-058.

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)

The boundary of the David B. Morgan-Earle A. Bronson, Jr. House is the current boundary of the property.
11. Form Prepared By

name/title Vincent Murray, Historian

organization Arizona Historical Research date December 1, 2010

street & number 5025 North Centra) Avenue, Suite 575 telephone (480) 829-0267
city or town Phoenix state AZ zip code 85012
e-mail vince@azhistory.net

I



Morgan, David B./Earle A. Bronson, Jr., House 
Name of Property

Maricopa County, Arizona 
County and State

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

• Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all 
photographs to this map.

• Continuation Sheets
• Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Photographs:

Photograph List 

Photographer: Vincent Murray 

Date Photographed: June 17, 2009 

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

1. Facade of front, facing west.
2. Facade of front, facing west.
3. Driveway, facing west.
4. Main entrance, facing north.
5. South fagade, facing northwest.
6. Southwest corner and carport, facing northeast.
7. Carport, facing north.
8. Guesthouse, facing northwest.
9. Pool and northwest comer, facing east.
10. North fagade, facing east.

Property Owner
Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO. 

name Earle A. Bronson, Jr. 

street & number 8030 North Central Avenue

city or town Phoenix

telephone (602) 944-1740 

state AZ zip code 85020

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Presen/ation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, PO Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Papenvork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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List of Figures

1. Morgan-Bronson House, circa 1927. Courtesy of Earle A. Bronson, Jr.

2. Morgan-Bronson House, circa 1927. From Architectural Record, November 1929.

3. Morgan-Bronson House, circa 1927. From Architectural Record, November 1929.

4. Morgan-Bronson House, circa 1927. From Architectural Record, November 1929.

5. Morgan-Bronson House, circa 1930. Courtesy of Earle A. Bronson, Jr.

6. Morgan-Bronson House, circa 1939. Courtesy of Earle A. Bronson, Jr.

7. David B. Morgan, 1939. Courtesy of Earle A. Bronson, Jr.
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Figure 1. Morgan-Bronson House, circa 1927. Courtesy of Earle A. Bronson, Jr.
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mFigure 2. Morgan-Bronson House, circa 1927. From Architectural Record, November 1929.
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Figure 3. Morgan-Bronson House, circa 1927. From Architectural Record, November 1929.
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Figure 4. Morgan-Bronson House, circa 1927. From Architectural Record, November 1929.
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