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I N T E G R I T Y 
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A l t e r e d 0 U n a l t e r e d • 
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Moved • O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A U ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Nathan Boone House is -a one and one-half story "Classic" 
saddle-bag pioneer log house, b u i l t i n I837. This hous6 is of 
the type constructed on the east coast from Virginia and North 
Carolina, west through Kentucky and Tennessee to the Ozark area 
of Missouri and Arkansas. (Buford L. Pickens i n a l e t t e r to 
Dr. Richard S. Brownlee, Director of the State Historical Society 
of Missouri, December 16, 1963.) 

The facade (west wall) is approximately 55 feet i n length. I t is 
symmetrical with two windovTS on either side of the central doorway. 

The hand-hewn oak log walls rest on a stone foundation,/ Portions 
of the foundation visible on the north, east and south sides have 
been faced with cement. The logs have been sheathed i n two layers 
of weatherboarding. The log structure is vi s i b l e , however, on the 
rear porch lAere the wall is exposed above the eave line of the 
lean-to roof. 

A l l of the structxxral timbers appear to be original with the 
exception of a 10 to 13 foot section of replaced roof rafters 
on the west slope of the roof. (Buford L. Pickens i n a l e t t e r 
to Dr. Richard S, Brownlee, December 16, I963.) 

Current roofing is wood shingle exposed on the west (front) slope, 
and covered with sheet metal on the east. The deteriorated con­
diti o n of the underlying structure of the roof is evidenced by 
i t s sagging between the rafters. 

Tvxo large chimneys of rough-cut, locally quarried stone are centered 
on the exterior of the north and south gable end walls. Of these, 
the north chimney appears to be i n good condition with base, stepped 
shoulders and stack intact. The south chimney has lost i t s stack; 
the opening has been capped with concrete. Mortar used i n the 
chimney construction is sandy-colored and fine-grained with pebble 
inclusions l / l 6 t h of an inch or less i n diameter, 

A porch on the rear (east) side of the house, originally open, 
has been partitioned. The southem 2/3 of the length of the porch 
has been screened i n ; the northern l/3 of the porch i s enclosed 
by wood frame walls to accommodate a kitchen and half-bathroom. 

The window and door openings on the exterior are a l l simply framed 
i n wood. The four windows symmetrically placed on the facade 
contain double-hung four over four l i g h t sash. Two windows on the 
east wall of the kitchen addition are also double-hung with six 
over six l i g h t sash. Attic windows appear only on the gable end 
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Maved O Original Site gg: 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) ·PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Nathan Boone House is ·a one and one-half story 11 Classic 11 

saddle-bag pioneer log house , built in 1837. This house is of 
the type constructed on the east coast from Virginia and North 
Carolina, west through Kentucky and Tennessee to the Ozark area 
of Missouri and Arkansas . (Buford L. Pickens in a letter to 
Dr. Richards . Brownlee, Director of the State Historical Society 
of Missouri , December 16, 1963. ) 

The facade (west wall) is approximately 55 feet in length . It is 
symmetrical with two windows on either side of the central doorway. 

---i The hand-hewn oak log walls rest on a stone foundation./ Portions 
of the foundation visible on the north, east and south sides have 
been faced with cement. The logs have been sheathed in two layers 
of weatherboarding. The log structure is visible, however, on the 
rear porch where the wall is exposed above the eave line of the 
lean-to roof . 

All of the structural timbers appear to be original with the 
exception of a 10 to 13 foot section of replaced roof rafters 
on the west slope of the roof . (Buford L. Pickens in a letter 
to Dr. Richards . Brownlee, December 16, 1963 . ) 

Current roofing is wood shingle exposed on the west (front) slope, 
and covered wi th sheet metal on the east . The deteriorated con­
dition of the underlying structure of the roof is evidenced by 
i ts saggi ng between t he rafters . 

Two large chinmeys of rough- cut, locally quarried stone are centered 
on the exterior of the north and south gable end walls . Of these, 
the north chinmey appears to be in good condition with base, stepped 
shoulders and stack intact . The south chinmey has lost its stack; 
t he opening has been capped with concrete . Mortar used in the 
chinmey construction is sandy- colored and fine -grained with pebble 
inclusions l/16th of an inch or less in diameter . 

A porch on the rear (east) side of the house , originally open, 
has been partitioned. The southern 2/3 of the length of the porch 
has been screened in; the northern 1/3 of the porch is enclosed 
by wood frame walls to accommodate a kitchen and half- bathroom. 

The window and door openings on the exterior are all simply framed 
in wood. The four windows symmetrically placed on the facade 
contain double-hung four over four light sash. Two windows on the 
east wall of the kitchen addition are also double-hung with six 
over six light sash. Attic windows appear only on the gable end 
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walls and are of the casement type, with six lights i n each 
frame and one frame to each window. Both pairs of a t t i c 
windows have recently been covered with sheet metal. 

Although the exterior house is devoid of ornamentation, a 
noteworthy feature appears on the facade. The four major, 
plate support beams (butts visible) orienting east and west 
project i n a line just below the eaves forming a slight 
overhang. Each of these beam butts is cased for weather 
protection. 

The interior plan of the house is reflected i n the symmetry 
of the facade, ^Inside, two generous size rooms, each 21 feet 
square, flank a central hallway. 

In the north room the original, wood-pegged, wide-plank 
flooidng has been covered with narrow width flooring. The 
floor level is raised about 3" above original. Flooring i n 
the south room is original. 

Fireplaces i n both rooms are stone, and neither is functional. 
The firebox of the north room fireplace has been reinforced on 
eacb. side with brick and mortar which extends the length of 
one brick into the fireplace. The mantles do not date from 
the construction of the house, and are ante-bellum with mould­
ings similar to the door trim, (Buford L, Pickens i n a letter 
to Dr, Richard S. Brownlee, December 16, 1963,) The hearth 
and firebox of the south room fireplace are i n deteriorated 
condition. This fireplace is presently concealed from view 
by the addition of a dryvxall pa r t i t i o n extending the width of 
the room immediately i n front of the fireplace from the east 
to the west wall. Shallow closets have been added to either 
side of the fireplace. 

The north room fireplace wall has been paneled with k n o t t j -
pine of recent date. A stove pipe hole has been cut above 
the fireplace. The remaining walls i n the north and south 
rooriB are plastered and wallpapered. 

Each interior door is made of six upright planks secured by 
a bevel-edged batten at top and bottom, (See photograph.) 
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walls and are of the casement type, with six lights in each 
frame and one frame to each window. Both pairs of attic 
windows have recently been covered with sheet metal. 

Although the exterior house is devoid of ornamentation, a 
noteworthy feature appears on the facade. The four major , 
plate support beams (butts visible) orienting east and west 
project in a line just below the eaves forming a slight 
overhang. Ea.ch of these beam butts is cased for weather 
protection. 

The interior plan of the house is reflected in the symmetry 
of the facade . [> Inside, two generous size rooms, each 21 feet 
square, flank a central hallway. 

In the north room the original, wood-pegged, wide-plank 
flooring has been covered with narrow width flooring . The 
floor level is raised about 3" above original. Flooring in 
the south roon is original. 

Fireplaces in both rooms are stone, and neither is functional. 
The firebox of the north room fireplace has been reinforced on 
each side with brick and mortar which extends the length of 
one brick into the fireplace . The mantles do not date from 
the construction of the house, and are ante-bellum with mould­
ings similar to the door trim. (Buford L. Pickens in a letter 
to Dr. Richards. Brownlee, December 16, 1963 . ) The hearth 
and firebox of the s out h r oom fireplace are in deteriorated 
condition. This fireplace is presently concealed from view 
by the addition of a drywall partition extending the width of 
the room immediately in front of the fireplace from the east 
to the west wall. Shallow closets have been added to either 
side of the fireplace. 

The north room fireplace wall has been paneled with lmotty­
pine of recent date. A stove pipe hole has been cut above 
the fireplace. The remaining walls in the north and south 
rooms are plastered and wallpapered. 

Each interior door is made of six upright planks secured by 
a bevel-edged batten at top and bottom. (See photograph.) 
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An enclosed comer stain^ay at the rear (east end) of the 
cen t ra l hallway gives access to the second f l o o r l o f t or 
a t t i c . The a t t i c i s pa r t i t i oned i n to two rooms, separated 
by a narrow hallway, the east end of which has been par­
t i t i o n e d . The s t r u c t u r a l members and p a r t i t i o n log walls 
are exposed i n the a t t i c . In ters t ices are f i l l e d w i t h wooden 
wedges and a coarse-grained mortar which includes pebbles 
and chopped straw, 

^ Although a high proport ion of the o r i g i n a l form and mater ia l 
survive i n f a i r condi t ion , the house i s de te r io ra t ing . 

This former homestead i s pleasingly s i tuated i n a shallow 
v a l l e y between two loi-x, p r a i r i e h i l l s , one t o the east and one 
t o the west. Ash trees abound on the property. The Nathan 
Boone f a m i l y graveyard i s approximately $00 yards t o the north 
of the house. Inscr ip t ions on the gravestones are s t i l l 
l e g i b l e . A slave cemetery i s located north of the f a m i l y 
p l o t . Also included on the grounds are a threshing f l o o r and 
several springs. (Dr. B.B, L ight foo t i n a l e t t e r t o Dr, 
Richard S. Bro-wnlee, December, 1963.) There are no v i s i b l e 
remains of the o r i g i n a l outbui ldings. 
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An enclosed corner stairway at the rear (east end) of the 
central hallway gives access to the second floor loft or 
attic . The attic is partitioned into two rooms, separated 
by a narrow hallway, the east end of which has been par­
titioned. The structural members and partition log walls 
are e:xposed :in the attic . Interstices are filled with wooden 
wedges and a coarse-grained mortar which :includes pebbles 
and chopped straw. 

---J___ Al though a high proportion of the original form and material 
survive in fair condition, the house is deteriorating . 

This former homestead is pleasingly situated :in a shallow 
valley between two low, prairie hills, one to the east and one 
to the west . Ash trees abound on the property. The Nathan 
Boone family graveyard is approxima.tely 500 yards to the north 
of the house . Inscriptions on the gravestones are still 
legible . A slave cemetery is located north of the family 
plot. Also included on the grounds are a threshing floor and 
several spr:ings . (Dr . B. B. Lightfoot in a letter to Dr. 
Richard S. Bro~mlee, December, 1963 . ) There are no visible 
remai.~s of the original outbui ldings . 

'------------ -----·----------------------------------' 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Evjnis, Etc.) 

The Nathan Boone House i s primarily significant as one of the 
f i r s t structures bu i l t i n southwest Missouri. Nathan Boone,u-^ 
the yoimgest of Daniel Boone's ten children, constructed the 
house in 1837 with the assistance of his sons. 

This building is architecturally significant as a rare surviving 
exairple i n I-Iissouri of the "classic" saddle-bag type of pioneer 
log house bu i l t pr ior to the advent of saw mi l l s , (Buford L. 
Pickens i n a l e t te r to Dr. Richard S, Brownlee, December l 6 , 1968.) 

Born on March 2, I78I i n Boone's Station, Fayette County, Kentucky, 
Nathan Boone came to Missouri i n 1799 set t l ing i n the Femrae Osage 
River Valley Dis t r ic t i n St, Charles County, Nathan and his w i fe . 
Olive Van Bibber, received Spanish Land Grant No, 179U (68O acres; 
near the Ferame Osage Creek where he constructed a two-story rock 
house. 

While l i v i n g i n the St, Charles area (1799-1837), Nathan Boone 
manufactured salt at Boons l i c k i n Howard Coiinty with his brother 
Daniel Morgan Boone from I8O7-IS155 served as a captain of a 
conpany of rangers during the War of I8 l2 j and traveled with 
William Clark i n I8O8 to the point on the Missouri River at -which 
Fort Osage Mas constructed f o r the protection and trading rights of 
the Osage Indian tr ibes, Boone acted as messenger to summon the 
Big and L i t t l e Osage tribes to the newly constructed f o r t which 
served as the westernmost outpost of the United States Government 
u n t i l 1819. 

In pay of 1820, Nathan was chosen as one of three delegates to 
represent the St, Charles Dis t r ic t at the >Iissouri Constitution 
Convention in St, Louis. (Louis Houck, A History of I-ELssouri, 
Vol, I I I , p . 2^9,) 

Nathan also served as a surveyor fo r the Federal government i n 
Missouri, Kansas and the Indian Terri tory, VJhile engaged i n this 
work, Boone was attracted to his future homesite, located i n a 
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The Nathan Boone House is primarily significant as one of the 
first structures built in southwest Missouri . Nathan Boone, ~ 
the youngest of Daniel Boone's ten children, constructed the 
house in 1837 with the assistance of his sons . 

This building is architecturally significant as a r are surviving 
exarrple in Missouri of the "classic" saddle- bag type of pioneer 
log house built prior to the advent of saw mills . (Buford L. 
Pickens in a letter to Dr. Richards . Brownlee, December 16, 1968. ) 

Born on March 2, 1781 in Boone ' s Station, Fayette County, Kentucky, 
Nathan Boone came to Missouri in 1799 settling in the Fermre Osage 
River Valley District in St . Charles County. Nathan and his wife 
Olive Van Bibber, received Spanish Land Grant No . 1794 (680 acres ~ 
near the Ferrune Osage Creek where he constructed a two-story rock 
house . 

While living in the St. Charles area (1799-1837), Nathan Boone 
manufactured salt at Boonslick in Howard County with his brother 
Daniel Morgan Boone from 1807- 1815; served as a captain of a 
corrpany of rangers during the War of 1812 ; and traveled with 
William Clark in 1808 to the point on the Missouri River at which 
Fort Osage was constructed for the protection and trading rights of 
the Osage Indian tribes . Boone acted as messenger to summon the 
Big and Little Osage tribes to the newly constructed fort which 
served as the westernmost outpost of the United States Government 
until 1819. 

In way of 1820, Nathan was chosen as one of three delegates to 
represent the St . Charles District at the Missouri Constitution 
Convention in St . Louis . (Louis Houck, A History of Missouri, 
Vol. III, p . 249. ) 

Nathan also served as a surveyor for t he Federal government in 
Missouri, Kansas and the Indian Territory. While engaged in this 
work, Boone was attracted to his future homesite , l ocated in a 
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grove of ash trees i n southwestern liissouri. In 183^, Nathan 
sent his son to this location to f i l e preenption r ights , 
(History of Greene County, ItLssouri, I883, p, l l | 9 , ) The 
exact amount of land preenpted by Nathan's son is not known. 
However, Nathan Boone is said to have owned at one time 1,200 
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Ribbed appearance of roof caused by sagging of shingled roof 
between the rafter supports . House is enclosed by a recent barbed 
wire fence, visible in foreground. 
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Looking southwest, view of the northeast corner of building. To 
the left of the north chimney, the line of division between the 
weatherboarding of main block of house and that of the kitchen 
addition is visible. Kitchen addition has one layer of weather­
boarding. Main block of house has two layers . 
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Looking east, view of front door, west wall. Inner layer 
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National Register of Historic Places  

Note to the record 

Additional Documentation: 2018 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Requested Action: Additional Documentation 

Property Name: Boone, Nathan, House 

Multiple Name: 

State & County: MISSOURI, Greene 

Date Received: 
2/6/2018 

Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List: 
2/28/2018 3/15/2018 3/23/2018 

Reference number: AD69000103 

Nominator: State 

Reason For Review: 

__ Accept 

AbstracUSummary 
Comments: 

Recommendation/ 

Criteria ~ vO 

il/Jeviewer Barbara Wyatt 

Return __ Reject 

tl - Telephone (202)354-2252 
--'---''-----------

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No 

Date 

Discipline Historian -----------
Date 

see attached SLR : No 

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the 
National Park Service. 



NPS Form 10-900                                                                         OMB No. 1024-001 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
 
National Register of Historic Places               
Continuation Sheet 
 
Section number   10       Page Amendment       
                                       
 

Boone, Nathan House 
Name of Property 
Greene County, Missouri  
County and State 
 N/A 
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

The Geographical Data in the Nathan Boone Home National Register nomination is incorrect (NR Listed 
10/01/69 NPS# 69000103). The latitude/longitude data provided leaves the Nathan Boone House out of 
the boundary. This was likely due to a typographical error as the hand-drawn boundary for the property 
on the U.S.G.S map appears to be correct. This amendment provides the correct latitude/longitude 
coordinates that correspond to the original drawing. An updated U.S.G.S Map with the correct 
coordinates added is below. The 1969 nomination estimated approximately 52 acres. It is not clear how 
this number was determined.  Under the correct coordinates there are 57.4 acres within the boundary. 

NW corner (A): 37o 20' 55" 93o 34' 48"  or    37.34861111, -93.58000 
 
NE corner (B): 37o 20' 55" 93o 34' 31"   or     37.34861111, -93.57527778 
 
SE corner (C): 37o 20' 37" 93o 34' 31"   or     37.34361111, -93.57527778 
 
SW corner (D): 37o 20' 37" 93o 34' 48"  or    37.34361111, -93.580000 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
Signature of certifying official/Title                                                                                       Date 

Missouri Department of Natural Resources   
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
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Boone, Nathan House 
Name of Property 
Greene County, Missouri  
County and State 
 N/A 
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 
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Mr. Joseph Jaeger> Jr. 
Director, Missouri State Park Board 
P.O. Box 176 
1204 Jefferson Building, " 
Jefferson City, Missouri 6S101 

Pear Ur. Jaeger: 

We wisis to Infor® you that tha properties listed on the 

enclosed fotiss have been added to the National Register of 

Historic Places, 

Sincerely youra. 

Will law J. Ŝ lurtngh 
Keeper of tho National 
Register 

Enclosures 

cc: 
Regional Director, ^^idwest Region 
T 
HR 

GGambleiinb 10/21/69 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 

Vaile Park 
-^^than Boone House 

Gumbo Point Archaeological Site 

..., 

\ 

H50-HR 

Mr . Joser,h Ja<~gcr, Jr . 
Director, Missourl State Park Board 
P.O. Box 176 
1204 Jefferson Building , 
J cffcr.son City, Hissoud 65101 

r:c wish to inform you that the 1-,ropertle!t Hst~d on the 

enclo,ed fon".s hnve been added to the .Nnti<:mal Reg ister of 

Historic Places. 

Enclosures 

' cc: 

Sinc~rely yours, 

Willi&l..'l J. ~~rtagh. 
Keoper of tho National 

Registor 

Regional Director, Midwest Region 
T 

l HR 

BGamble:mb 10/21/69 

Vaile Park 
~than Boone House 

Gumbo Point Archaeological Site 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 



Date: 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Memorandum 

January 30, 2018 

J. Paul Loether, National Register of Historic Places 

Mike Sutherland, Deputy SHPO 

Boone, Nathan House, Ash Grove vie., Greene County, MO, National 
Register Amendment 

The Nathan Boone House (NPS # 69000103, NR Listed 10/01/69) provides the incorrect 
Latitude Longitude Coordinates. The enclosed amendment provides the correct coordinates and 
an updated U.S. G.S. map. 

Please find enclosed the following documentation: 

-~I~ CD with original National Register of Historic Places Amendment continuation pages, 
map, and .pdf of the original nomination 

___ Multiple Property Documentation Form 

___ Photographs 

___ CD with electronic images 

___ Original USGS map(s) 

__ 2~Piece(s) of correspondence (cover letter and signature page) 

Other: --- -----------------

Comments: 

Please ensure that this nomination is reviewed ---
___ The enclosed owner objection(s) do_ do not __ constitute a majority of property 

owners. 

Other: --- ----------------- ----------

() 
Recycled paper 


