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1- TBA, Mi-tco.

NATI ONAL REQ STER CRI TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The M ddlesex Fells Reser™ oirs Historic District consists of three discontiguousreservoir
areas. Thelargest i s Spot Pond reser® oir (14-2) which includes a punping station (14-3; NR
1S84), superintendent' shouse (14-8, m 1984), astable (14-9), and two gatehouses (14-4, 5).
The M ddl esex Fells Reservoir and Gatehouse (14-6) stands soutiieast of Spot Pond, separateci
by NewEngland Nerrorial Hospital. Bear Hill Reservoir and Gatehouse (14-7) stand northwest
of Spot Pond separated by 1-93. Al | three conpl exes represent the regard for careful and
natijral designwithin a metropoitanpark which was the hall mark of the Metropolitan Water Boarc
The structures are all associatedwith the architectural firm of Shepley, Rutan and Cool i dge,
-OTiile the surrounding land was |andscaped by Ansted Brothers. Additionally, thedistrict re-
presents the conmtnent of the water board to providing cleanwater to the people of Boston
using state of the art technology. The district possesses integrity of location, desiggh.”

ARCH TECTURAL SIGN FI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other areas within the comunity. n n Y A B A /.1 -4 0 o™ MJI--

The M ddl esex Fells Reservoir conpl exes , Spot Pond 114- 2, I4 3,14-4,14-:p,14-8,14-9), Mdd. - esex
Fells (I'"-6) and Bear Hill (14-7) are all located inthe Onsted Brothers deS|gned M ddl esex iells
''.eservation. The reservation i s alarge wooded track north of Boston. Landscaped by the Qrastod
firminl894, this was one of thefirst park's i nBoston's metropolitan park system Recognizir”5
the beauty of the park and the need to maintaina cohesive design, the Metropolitan Vater Board
aired the dnsted firm and Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge (O nsted's preferred architects) to design
jtractures and reservoirs that would be synpathic with the environment.

The Spot Pond conpl ex consisting of the Spot Pond Reservoir (14-2), apunping station (l4-3; NR™-
13-<34), two gatehouses (l4-4, |4-5) a superintendent' shouse (14-8; NR 4-13-84) and a barn (l4-9;
NR 4-13-84). Originally developed by the City of Boston in 1869 - [870the conplex was taKen over
the Metropolitan' Water Board and the Ansted firm |andscaped the property. The reservoir (14-2)1i;
.a 1,800,000 gall on reservoir which was a natural pond dredge i n 1899-7900 and comnecte(J*,«aomn':;rs

r iron mains or open ch-ainols, to three smaller ponds: Doleful Pond, Dark Hol | ow Pond, *ana Qiart
iie Fond, when the Metropolitan Water Board took over the reservoir Spot Pond was rais*d nine
;eet by dredging, the banks were then enlarged and regraded and twe.lve earthen enbanknents (cont.)

HISTORCAL SGNIHOANCE Explain historical importance of area, ad how the aea rel ates to the

@n a ui'si |on op%rheageﬁy of tIg'oston S vng}/er properties the Metropol’|tan \Mter Board,, m I
began an extensiverenovation and expansion program to upgrade the water supply sustem  Spot Pond
whi ch becane the central point for northern ow and high service distribution was already used as .
+-/ater source by the towrns of Maiden, Melrose, and Medford, each of which had built their own punp
ing stations, ca. 187Q onthe east shore of the pond. These were torn down when construction, in
1898, of alarge-three engine punping station was begun by the board. Spot Pond provides water fO
the northern high service distribution. Water from Spot Pond and Chestnut Hill Reservoiris
punped to M ddl esex Fells Reservoir (14-6) and to |ocal communities. I n 1898 construction began
on M[ddlesex Fells Reservoir (I14-6) which was to beadistribution reservoir and a supplenent t o
Spot Pond. In 1902 Bear Hill Reservoir (17-7) was conpleted. Al so connected to Spot Pond this
reservoir \ias constructed to supplement M ddl esex Fells Reservoir's supply, when the town of Sone:
joined the Metropolitan District Water Supply in 190 .

Sxcept forafire in1975 inthe Spot Pond Punping Station which resulted i nalowered roofline
and the addition of athird basinat Mddlesex Fells Reservoir, the reservoirs i nMddlesex Fells
Reservation remain .noch as they were initially constructed.

The A nsted designed |andscape of the district contributes toits historic setting and feeling
However, its integrity and significance have not been sufficiently investigated to justi fy Sig-

nificance ‘inder |andscape architecture at this time. Refer to the section on Designers inSec. 8
of the overview for additional information.

Refer to the section on reservoirs inSec. 7of the overview for additional information on that

B Bl CFRAH—N and/ or REFHRENES . ne NN

Persona comaunxcatlon with Spot Pond Punping Station staff, January 1984
-.aud of American Waterworks, 1890

-nnual Report of the MetroT>olitan Water Board, 1897-1901.

“.nnual Re-port of the Metropolitan \Jater and Sewerage Board , 1902-1904, 19109.

' cont nuea. g/ g5
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ARCH TSCTURAL S| G\ FANCE;

were built. The edges of the Pond were- then landscaped by the Onsted firm The exmnsicn
of the reservoir was done i nsixsections by several contracts among them Moulton & 0"' Mahonev
Newel | and Snowling Constructionand PH Fitzgerald. '
The Spot Pond Panping Station (14-3) conpledted in 1898 to 900 and designed by Shepley, Rutan
and Coolidge, i sa lJi story, three bay, symnetrically arranged Classical Revival building of
gray Soman brick. | tislocated on the east side of Spot Pond. The rectangular main block
nas a rear and side wing. A centered monumetal doorway i s surrounded by paired colums with
a full entaolature and a centered scroll. A fire in 1975 destroyed the original red tiled,

hi pped roof and clerestory. A new hipped roof was added but the clerestory was not rebuilt.
The mam bl ock i s the..engine room to the south of this i s the boiler roomwith an adi acent
coal pocket. The station originally contained three steam engines including a Leavitt engine
wnicn was reused after having been i nthe Mystic Punping Station (15-*)- Al | the engines were
replaced m the 195C6. The station was built by the McNeil Brothers.
The”Spot Pond Gat ehouse (14-5) was conpleted i n 1900 and designed by Shepley, Rutan and
Coolidge. i”ocated m a wooded area just south of the punping station, the structure i s a
one-stjpry, rectangular, Roman gray brick building with battered walls, a granite door and »
granite,, wimoow surrounds. The hipped roof, now covered with synthetic shingles, originally
was covered m red tile. The gatehouse was huilt by the John S Jacobs Comanv.

The "st Gatehouse (l4-4), built on the edge of Spot Pond just east of the numing station was
conpleted m two phases. The gates, which contain two connections between the' pond and
pu.nping station were conpleted in1897. The superstructure, conpleted i n190D"is a one story
hi pped rocf, rectangular structure vith slightly battered walls of concrete faced vith ashlar'
granite. Tne windows and doors are segmentally arched with a fanlight over the entrance. door.
Tne structure nas a red tiled roof, bracketted cornice and a centered brick chimey. The ga.tes

[ANN NEAANNTGE AAN S QAN gatehouse by the McNeil Brother”.
Tne .ohn Bottume House (NR 4-13-84; |14-9) is a stone Italianate house, ca. |855 which was
?f'?20«°" " "My, -\ | Metropolitan Water Board after they acquired the M ddlesex Fells co.nplex
above Spot Pond. Originally built a-a sumer hone,

xn ,898. This handsone house, set on a hill
the property along with its small stone barn (NR4-13-84; |4-9) was acquired by the New Englan-

Sanitarium where it _was_used as an ar”ex. | t was acquired by the Water Board as a residencefo-
tne opot Pond Superintendent, which i tisstill being used as today.
The M ddl esex Fells Reservoir and Gatehouse (li*-6) was conpleted i n1898-1900. The smal™ “hree
basin reservoir, which looks like a ruggedly beautiful natural nond, has a depth of six fe”t
wi tha concrete bed i na natural basin surrounded by rocks and designed by the CLnsted firm,

originally only two basins, a third was adeed i nthe 1970s. | tvas built by TW Kinser & Sons,
Wl .nan®. and Nav™and Brock. The gatehouse was designed by Shenley, Rutan and Coolidge at a
AN SA MW building i srectangular, constructed of granite ad
roT/ T yA ‘'rh'An or MMM AAAN L ANANNG KA hi ~PAd roof, originally
AN synthetic shingles. The" building was constructed

bv "heV'' Vo, ‘
Dy ipe w.ij. "Mark Comoany. »

Bear Hill Reservoir and Gatehouse (I"x-7) was completed in 1902-1903. The reservoir is located
and bundtn”r A ama- AN constructed by excavating all the earth and some rock

and ouilding two dams. The gatehouse is a one story, rectangular hipped roof structure of
Staple to Inventory form at bottom (continued)
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. ARCH TECTURAL S| GN FI CAI NCE;

rough cut granite with an ashlar granite gate chanber. The quions and cornice are also ashlar
granite. The building was designed by Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge and built by Wodbury &
Leighton of Boston.

ootA.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Nvunber: 89002249 Date Listed: 01/18/90

M ddl esex Fells Reservoirs

Historic District M ddl esex NA
Property Nane County State

Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS
Mul ti pl e Neune

This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with t heattached nom nation documentation
subject tothefollowing exceptions, exclusions, or anendnents,
notwi thstanding t heNational Park Service certification included
in thenomnation documentation.

0(-f&-So
Date of Action

Anended Items i n Nom nation:

10. Geographical Data

The district includes 3 discontiguous parcels, all historically
and functionally inextricably linked. Appropriately, each parcel
is assigned individual UMs. The UMprovided for t heBear Hill
parcel i sincorrect; i tshould read 19/326820/4703340.

This information was confirmed by Betsy Friedberg, National
Register Director, MASHPQ by telephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (w thout nomnation attachment)
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REQUESTED ACTION NCM NATI CN

PRCPERTY M ddl esex Fells Reservoirs Historic District
NAME

MLTI PLE  Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS

STATE & GONTY: NMASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEI VED: 12/ 05/ 89 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST:  12/19/89
DATE CF 16TH DAY 1/ 04/ 90 DATE GF 45TH DAY: 1/ 19/ 90
DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NLMBER 89002249

NM NATAR  STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM
N PDlL:

REQESTNSANPLE
GOMMENT WA VER N

Ji: 2@EPT RETURN REJECT ApINTEN DATE
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RECOM./CRITERIA CiXxrCrMnr QjACL N A& STEAN eyl yQN .
REVIEWER  "-~AterAn . g-Jd0
DISCIPLINE ‘'/2dMj~hJnnnn yu<"Sid$n<J
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DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ (£)see attached SLR M N
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