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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Connunity: 
I P S A ' I C H 

Form No: 
37 

Property Nane: 1;̂ "^^ -̂̂ °'̂ ^^ ^ ^ House 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
SIGNIFICANCE 

The Paine-Dodge House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, m a t e r i a l s , 
and workmanship on both e x t e r i o r and i n t e r i o r which makes i t 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of F i r s t Period houses under C r i t e r i o n C. I t s t w o - c e l l 
c e n t r a l chimney, i n t e g r a l lean-to plan i s common to many F i r s t Period 
houses, and i t s possession of r a r e l y s u r v i v i n g i n t a c t i n t e r i o r d e t a i l s 
gives i t i n t e g r i t y of f e e l i n g . The Paine Dodge House r e t a i n s 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y i n t e g r i t y of s e t t i n g i n i t s s i t e at the edge of a s a l t 
marsh i n an unchanged n a t u r a l landscape, p r o v i d i n g a r a r e view of the 
la r g e , open environment which o r i g i n a l l y surrounded F i r s t Period houses. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Paine-Dodge House i s a two s t o r y , f i v e bay wide, clapboarded c e n t r a l 
chimney plan house w i t h an i n t e g r a l l e a n - t o . This o r i g i n a l F i r s t Period 
s t r u c t u r e has an 1840's Greek Revival doorway i n the centre of the main 
facade, and a small one s t o r y wing added to the rear. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The house r e t a i n s much of the o r i g i n a l f l o o r plan. The f i r s t f l o o r , 
r i g h t hand room has exposed framing. The l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam 
e x h i b i t s a bevel chamfer w i t h lamb's tongue stops on the south face of 
the beam, but no stops on the no r t h face. Other v i s i b l e framing members 
e x h i b i t a very narrow bevel chamfer, or none at a l l . The mill-sawn 
j o i s t s are 20" to 21" apart on centre and f i t i n t o butc cogs. Studs, 
hidden w i t h i n the p l a s t e r w a l l s , are pegged t o the g i r t s approximately 
every 28". This room was r e s t o r e d i n the 1930's by Mrs. Dodge; the 
v e r t i c a l feather-edged sheathing above the l i n t e l and t o the l e f t of the 
f i r e p l a c e may have been brought from another house. 

In the first floor lobby, the later staircase is enclosed by a wall of 
very subtle late First Period shadow-molded sheathing. 1 ^j^^ ^^^^ 
sheathing encloses the a t t i c s t a i r c a s e above. The l o n g i t u d i n a l summer 
beam i n the f i r s t f l o c r l e f t hand room e x h i b i t s a 
lamb's tongue stops at both ends. 

p l a i n chamfer w i t h 

The long f i r s t f l o o r l e an-to room had been d i v i d e d i n t o three rooms u n t i l 
opened up before the Dodge's owned the p r o p e r t y , ( 1 9 1 7 ) — p r o b a b l y during 
the l a t e 19th or e a r l y 20th century. 2 ^he w a l l s are f i n i s h e d w i t h 
sheathing boards, e i t h e r p l a i n or w i t h a very narrow bead at the edge. 
The ample f i r e p l a c e has s t r a i g h t sides and two ovens at the r i g h t r e a r. 

I n the second f l o c r r i g h t hand chamber, n e a r l y a l l the beams are f i n i s h e d 
w i t h a simple bevel chamfer. Corner posts are splayed. To the l e f t of 
the f i r e p l a c e , the same type of anemic shadow-molded sheathing as i s i n 
the s t a i r h a l l i s found. The l e f t hand chamber appears t o have been the 

- 1 -

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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best chamber, f o r the p l a t e s , summer, and chimney t i e s are more c a r e f u l l y 
f i n i s h e d w i t h chamfers and lamb's tongue stops than i n the r e s t of the 
house. The chimney g i r t i n t h i s room i s the only one t o be so f i n i s h e d . 
I n the u n f i n i s h e d p a r t of the u p s t a i r s g a r r e t , framing of the i n t e g r a l 
l e a n - t o , accordion l a t h (some of which i s made from reused sheathing 
boards), and a r i s i n g brace l e t i n t o a stud may be examined. 

Roof framing i s of p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s w i t h b r i d l e j o i n t s a t the apex and 
common p u r l i n s i n c l u d i n g one at the r i d g e . Mortises i n the r a f t e r s 
i n d i c a t e t h a t there were c o l l a r beams, but they have been removed i n a 
l a t e r r e b u i l d i n g of the house. The stone foundation w a l l s of the c e l l a r 
under the l e f t hand room are set i n s i d e the s i l l s i n the 17th century 
manner. Cellar s t a i r s are made from massive stones. The reused summer 
beam i n the c e l l a r , although badly d e t e r i o r a t e d , shows signs of having 
had chamfers and lamb's tongue stops. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The f i r s t f l o o r l e f t hand room has e a r l y and very l a r g e s i z e b o l e c t i o n 
molding around the f i r e p l a c e opening. This type of molding was made ca. 
1700-1720, and may be o r i g i n a l t o the house. 3 This room also holds a 
corner cupboard of perhaps 1730. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

C o n f l i c t i n g h i s t o r i c a l and a r c h i t e c t u r a l evidence makes i t d i f f i c u l t t o 
accurately date the house. There was a d w e l l i n g on t h i s property by 
1689, as Robert Paine, Sr., b u i l t a house here f o r h i s son, Robert Paine, 
Jr. i n ca. 1555. The c o n s t r u c t i o n and f i n i s h techniques found i n the 
house re more commonly found a f t e r 1700; thus there i s some conjecture 
t h a t t h i s house was b u i l t ca. 1702, when Robert Paine's daughter 
E l i z a b e t h married Daniel Smith. 

During the 19th century, the house was embellished w i t h a Greek Revival 
f r o n t i s p i e c e and a small wing to the r e a r , but plumbing and c e n t r a l 
heating have never been introduced to the o r i g i n a l p o r t i o n of the house. 
The house was acquired i n 1916 by Robert G. Dodge of Boston, whose w i f e 
restored the f i r s t f l o o r r i g h t \iand room w i t h the a i d of a l o c a l 
carpenter, named Mr. Lord, i n the 1930's. 4 

NOTES AND REFERENCES 

1 
O c 

3 
4 

Cummings, Framed Houses, p. 176,(molding p r o f i l e , ) p. 178 (analysis; 
Conversation w i t h Miss S a l l y Dodge. 
Candee, Visual assessment. 
Cummings, Massachusetts, p.155. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r v form at bottom 
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Paine-Dodge House i s s i t u a t e d near the middle of the 400 acre 
e s t a t e . A l t h o u g h t h e r e are o t h e r b u i l d i n g s near i t s l o c a t i o n , they are not 
r e l a t e d t o the e a r l y p e r i o d of development, nor are they i n t e g r a l to the 
F i r s t P e r i o d House today. Thus a l i n e of convenience 150' by 150' has 
been drawn around the house l e a d i n g the b u i l d i g near the middle of the squari 
and i n c l u d i n g the p e r e n n i a l border l e a d i n g t o the main facade. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 90000231 Date Listed: 03/09/90 

Paine—Dodge House Essex MA 
Property Name County State 

Fi r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
Multiple Name 

This property i s listed in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance 
with the attached nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, 
exclusions, or amendments, notwithstanding the National Park Service 
certification included in the nomination documentation. 

03/09/90 
Date of Action 

Amended Items in Nomination:  

Geographical Data: VBD 

The handwritten scale on the sketch map supersedes the typed or printed one; 
the handwritten scale i s the appropriate scale for the reduced map. 

The acreage i s <1. 

This information has been confirmed with Ann Tait, MASHPO, by telephone. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without attachment) 
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4 5 Walkor St 

... DhC:^l -38̂  December 20, 1989 

MASS. HIST. COMM. 

Dear ife . f ' r iedlDerg: 

• I dent know vrhs t o f my I n f o r m a t i o n you v / i l l th ihjg 
impor t an t , But I w i l l take a -fefi* chance ^ nd. mention a few t h i n g s : 

i 
iQn page l ; " s m 8 l l rear e l l " ; there i s a ques t ion here: 

Mr Dodge my f a t h e r se i d i t vras addea ca, 1910 d u r i n g I. 'urchie occu­
pancy. Abbot t Cummings says probably mid-19th c e n t u r y . I am i n c l i n e d 
to agree w i t h A b b o t t . . . jus t by the"looks of i t " I am eager to contac t 
Gu'i; Murchie now i n C ? l i f ornia (a son) t r see what he says. 

OR PAGE 1 ' inder "Acrea ge": 53 Acres would represent the 
"TFIOLE AREA around bo th hciis es ^ i n c l u d i n g too l shed and ^a is ge down to 
the nersh edge , Mp the h i l l , ' a c r o s s " i ^ l O Acre f i e l d " across the b i g 
f i e l d t o the south e t c . minus only the s a l t marsh and the marsh i s l ands , 

on PAGE 5 Robert Paine d ied i n 1689.Chances are t h a t daughter 
E l i z a b e t h d i d not w a i t f o t h i r t e e n yea ral a f t e r her f a t h e r s death 
t o marry! Ker b r o t h e r Robert Paine J r . mar r ied 1 r " b e l i e v e near the 
t ime the house was b u i l t v/hich we Dodges say was approximate ly 1665. 
Al so as •''TE say , Robert Paine was bo rn i n England i n 1600, so f a m i l y 

• dates seem a l i t t l e confused I Also on t h i s page,the ques t ion 
vfhether the p a n e l i n g , corner cupboard , and f i r e p l a c e molding 

c o u l d not have been added some yQsvB a f t e r the o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n 
• as tas tes changed . . . /JLso on t h i s page, the "Carpenter" was a 

IMS ON named Mr L o r d . . I do not knov,' who advised mother on the 
-, R e s t o r a t i o n j o b . 

I have as you w l l see , w ^ ' i t t e n i n a more accura., te es t imate 
o f the Acreage, 

These are irry thoughts , some o f v/hich I hope w i l l 
be u s e f u l t c y o u . 

I hope ' y o u a l l get a 7EST a t Chr is tmas-time > 
and sa I wish yoa » ^ ALL ( and there are agoo^ many of you , I antfft 
d i s c o v e r i n g I ) cX^ o-w*^ ^3*^ ou. iftn-y c~(-Mi-' '9r>.^»^ % / 

S incerely, 
Sally Dodge ( I'm t r y i n g 

• ̂  to establish myself with my o r i g i n a l 
' name which is Sarahl So i f you use i t 

I would, be very pleased '. Also i t goes 
. '' better i n theseventeenth century I 



NPS Form 10-900 
(Rev. 10-90) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

First Period Buildings of E. Massachusetts TRA 
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Note: The address of the property when inventoried and listed in 1990 was 49 Jeffrey's Neck Road. It is now 53 Jeffrey's Neck Road. 

Re-evaluation of construction date due to dendrochronology 

The dendrochronology testing of the Paine-Dodge House resulted in a presumed construction date of 1694. Precise dating 
was not possible due to the absence of a bark edge on the timbers. If the 1694 date is accurate, the house was built Robert 
Paine Jr., who had occupied a house on the property prior to 1689. While the location of Paine's earlier house is unknown, 
an unusual framing detail on the east wall of the southeast room raises the possibility that an earlier structure may have been 
attached there. 

Anne Andrus Grady, project coordinator, assessed the house for its dendrochronological potential. Michael Burry, sampling 
assistant, and Michael Worthington, dendrochronologist (Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, England) collected the 
timber samples in September and November 2002. Eight timbers were sampled, some more than once, to obtain complete 
sapwood. The sampled timbers included the east chimney girt in the hall, three chimney posts, a comer post, two studs, and 
a wall brace. Analysis of the timbers indicated tree-felling dates ranging from the spring of 1693 to the spring of 1694, 
leading to the presumed construction date of 1694, unless both the principal and subsidiary timbers were stockpiled for later 
construction. According to the full report: "This date is somewhat earlier than the post-1700 date proposed by Abbott 
Cummings..., and is significant in dating sheathing board shadow mouldings during a time of transition from creased to 
bead or featheredged profiles around 1700...." 

The full report and results of the analysis are presented in: "Tree-Ring Dating of the Paine House, 53 Jeffrey's Neck Road, 
Ipswich, Massachusetts," prepared for the Trustees of Reservations by the Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, 
Oxfordshire, England. December 2002. The report is on file at the Massachusetts Historical Commission. 

A note on dendrochronology dating 

In recent years, tree-ring chronologies have been developed for eastern Massachusetts and adjacent regions, and a number 
of buildings or parts of buildings have been evaluated and given new construction dates due to tree-ring dating, or 
dendrochronology. The principle behind tree-ring dating is a simple one: the seasonal variations in climate produce 
variations in growth, which are reflected in the varying width of the annual rings of the tree. The rings in timbers from 
historical houses are compared with previously dated ring sequences from old-growth trees and from timber from structures 
with well-established dates to allow precise dates to be ascribed to each ring. Computer comparisons quantify how good the 
match is between the two. A dendrochronologist then analyzes the results and establishes the date the tree was felled. Some 
caution must be used in interpreting these dates to determine the construction date of a building. Sometimes timbers from 
the same construction phase of the same building have been felled one, two or more years apart. However, it was common 
practice to build timber-framed structures with green or unseasoned timber, and it is likely that construction was completed 
within twelve or eighteen months from the felling date. 

(end) 
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RECEIVED 22S0 

APR 2 8 201! i 

NAT.fii:-G;STEaC."HiS70ri|ir,3i:ACES 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
April 19 2011 ^^'"'^"^ Francis Galvin. Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Mr. J. Paul Loether 
National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 Eye Street NW, 8"' floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

Enclosed please find supplementary information for 34 properties previously listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, reflecting recent scholarship regarding their dates of 
construction, based upon dendrochronological techniques. 

These properties include: 

Boston (Suffolk County): 

James Blake House (NRIND, 5/1/74) 
Pierce House (NRIND, 4/26/74) 

Cambridge (Middlesex County): 

Cooper-Frost-Austin House (NRIND 9/22/72) 

Dedham (Norfolk County): 

Fairbanks House (NRIND, NHL, 10/15/66) 

Deerfield (Franklin County): 
All properties are located within the Old Deerfield Village HD (NRDIS, NHL 10/15/66) 

Allen House (MHC # 20) 
John Ashley House (MHC #31) 
Eldad Bardwell House (MHC #23) 
Bull-Williams House (MHC #47) 
Childs House (MHC #53) 
Frary House (MHC #13) 
Eliezer Hawks House (MHC #58) 
Hinsdell-Williams House (MHC # 24) 
Jonathan Hoit House (MHC # 9) 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax:(617) 727-5128 

www.sec state.ma.us/mhc 



Little Brown House (MHC #79) 
Moors House (MHC #39) 
Nims House (MHC #12) 
Russell House (MHC #49) 
Saxton House (MHC #48) 
Severance House (MHC #19) 
John Sheldon - Hawks House (MHC #32) 
Stebbins House (MHC # 36) 
John Williams House (MHC # 50) 

Essex (Essex County): 

Cogswell's Grant (NRIND 4/19/90) 

Gloucester (Essex County): 

White-Ellery House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90) 
[First Period Buildings of Eastern MA, TRA] 

Ipswich (Essex County): 
Paine-Dodge House (NRIND, NRTRA, 3/9/90 
First Period Buildings of Eastern MA, TRA 

Merchant-Choate House (NRDIS, NRMRA, 9/17/80) 
[High Street HD] 

Lexington (Middlesex County): 

Hancock - Clarke House (NRIND. NHL, 7/17/71) 

Millville (Worcester County): 

Chestnut Hill Meeting House (NRIND 11/13/84) 

Newbury (Essex County): 

Tristram Coffin House (NRIND, NRDIS, 5/24/76) 
[Newbury HD] 

Salem (Essex County): 

Eleazer Gedney House (NRDIS, 10/1/74) 
[Gedney and Cox Houses HD] 

Pickering House (NRDIS 8/28/73) 
[Chestnut Street HD] 



Sandwich (Barnstable County): 

Wing Fort House (NRIND 6/3/76) 

Winthrop (Suffolk County): 

Deane Winthrop House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90) 
[First Period Buildings of Eastern MA, TRA] 

Please add the enclosed continuation sheets to the existing National Register nomination 
files. 

Sincerely, 

A^ 
{7-Ujl.{)tAiy\yi^ 

Betsy Friedberg (J 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosures 


