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1. Name of Property
higoric name BAKER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

other names/ste number BAKER MAVERICK CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH; GRACE CHURCH FEDERATED

2. Location

street & number 760 SARATOGA STREET not for
publication

city or town BOSTON (East Boston) vicinity
Sate MASSACHUSETTS code MA  countv SUFFOLK .code 025  zip code 02128

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this*nomination
« request for determination of eligibil'ty meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Tti*eets Q does not meetthe National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide”i®ocally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

“onature of certifying officiai/Title Judith UMA&Donough, Executive Director Date ~
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Ser/ice Certification
I, herafcy certify that this property is: Date of Action
‘'entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« detennined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
O other (explain):



BAKER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH SUFFOLKe MA
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
X private _X building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
_ public-local district 1 buildi
_ public-State site -ulidings
_ public-Federal structure _ sites
object
_structures
_objects
1 total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register
N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION/religious facilitv

(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION/religious facilitv

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions) . . .
(Enter categories from instructions)

Shingle Style foundation BRICK
walls  WOOD: shingle

roof ASPHALT
other WOOD: shingle

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheet
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Baker Congregationa Church survives as an early twentieth-century landmark in the Orient Heights section of
Eagt Boston and continues as an active socid center for its urban resdentia neighborhood. The church
occupies a 9,748 square-foot 1ot a the comer of Saratogaand Byron Stregtsin Eag Boston. The property is
relatively flat with a sone retaining wall holding back Byron Street dong the eest and north property lines. The
rased one-gtory Shingle Style church islocated on the esstem end of the odd-shgped |ot and perpendicular to
Saratoga Street, which isto the south. The modified rectangular plan has abrick foundation, wood shingle-
covered walls, and a stegp-doped gable roof covered with agphdt shingles. The present asphdt shingle roof
was installed in the mid 1980s. At this same time, the wood gutters adong the eest and west devations were
replaced with duminum. The southem gable end projects out beyond the Saratoga Street facade, and an
entrance vestibule/tower is asymmetrically placed dong the southem end of the west elevation. Windowsare
typically double-hung sash with diamond-paned upper sash and two-pane lower saeh. The glasswas originally
textured and colored; however, saverd panes have been broken by vandds and the glass replaced with adear
acrylic. Metal screendgrilles were ingtalled on the south and eest windows in 1974 to protect them from
vandalism. Theinterior isunadomed and contains the sanctuary, asmall pulpit area, and minister's room on the
main level. The eighteen-foot-high ceiling of the ssnctuary has doped sdesthat are created by the roof coming
down to meet the Sde walls. A narrow st of wood sgpsleads to the kitchen, bathroom, and function/Sxinday
school roomin the basament.

The surrounding neighborhood is characterized by one-, two- and three-story frame houses spanning from the
tum of the century to the present. A smadl neighborhood park, the dte of aformer fire station, is located directly
across Saratoga Street from the church. A chain-link fence runs the perimeter of the church property, and acoess
to property isprovided by two gatesalong Saratoga Street. Severd deciduous trees are scattered about the
property, there are small plantings dong the eestem property line, and thereis asmall grouping of shmbs adong
the west elevation of the church.

The main body of the church isrectangular in shgpe, gpproximatdy thirty-three feet, Sx inches wide by sixty-
three feet, Six inches degp. A ten-foot-square entrance vestibule/bell tower that rises gpproximately fifty feet
above grade projects from the eedt elevation. Three Sdesof the tower have round-top louvered openings a the
bell house. Theroof of the tower ispyramida and solays out a the eaves. The wood gutters a the eaveof the
tower were removed sometime after 1943. A sparate gable roofed entrance to the basament projects from the
center of the eet elevation. A thirteen-foot-wide by sevenfoot, Sx inch degp gose with clipped comers projects
from the center of the north eevation, and a sixteen foot wide by twelve foot degp minister's roomis atached to
the northwest comer of the building. Thisgopendageis covered with alow-doped hip roof.

The brick foundation rises gpproximately six feet above grade and has large fixed pane windowsthat align with
the windows above and emit light into the basament. The foundation is cgpped with awater table that catches
the gplayed wood shingle wallsabove. The south facade has alarge round top window centered onit. The

(continued)
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gable end projects out beyond the facade axd mimicsthetop of the window creeting ahood. The west elevation
hasfour rows of equally soaced windows and an extrawide door a the northem end that provides aocess to the
sanctuary. The eest evation has four rows of equaly goaced windows and the double entrance doors & the
southem end. The doors have ahalf round transom above and they are centered in the tower. Thetop half of
the doors are divided into multiple diamond-shaped panes A segply doped gable roof supported by four
brackets projects approximately two feet from the tower and provides shdter a the doors. The sngle door
entrance to the basament is dso caoped with agegply doped gable roof that projects out from thewall and is
aupported by two smplepilasters, one on eech Sde of the door.

The main entrance doors to the building enter into asmall vestibule that provides acocess to the sanctuary by
nine ¢eps  The doors to the sanctuary enter a the back and to the sde. Theinterior isunadomed with painted
plaster walls and wood floor. There isacenter ade with sained wood pewsto eech Sde. The pulpit islocated
a the northem end of the goeceon araised platform. A door on the west Sde of the gpse leads to a small
minister'sroom. A small set of gairs in the southwest comer of the sanctuary and another sat located through a
door in the northwest comer of the sanctuary provide access to the basament.

The function/Sunday school roomin the basament has awood beeded board wainscoting that was originally
daned wood and has snce been painted over. A smdl dage runs the width of the room at the southem end.
Thekitchen and restroom are located in the northwest comer of the basament. There are indications that the
current concrete floor in the basament isnot origina and the floor may have been wood. No documentation hes
been found to confirm this.

(end) "V .



Baker Congregational Church

Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad pattems of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

XC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

X A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

removed from its original location.
a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

m o O W

a reconstructed building, object, or structure,
F acommemorative property.
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Suffolk. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)
ARCHITECTURE

SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1903-1948

Significant Dates
1903

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
Builder John Nelson Thisland

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
X State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
_ University

__ Other

Name of repository:



NPSFonnl OW-* . s "t * OMB ApprovMINo. 102*0018

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service «

Nationai Rigister of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Baker congregational church
Bogon (East Boston) (Suffolk Co.)

Section number I Page 1 M assachusetts

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Baker Congregationad Church, Boston, iseligible for listing onthe National Register of Historic Places, meeting
criteriaA and C a the local level. A rdigious property, it meascriteria consgderation A for its architecture.
The present church is made up of four sgparate congregations, two Congregationa and two Episcopa, who
joined together as their individual congregations decreased in numbers and they could not afford to maintain
their own church. Maverick Congregationd, which united with Baker Congregationa in 1932, isthe oldest
congregation in East Boston.

Historically, the ste fallsunder the category of socid history becauseit was used by many of the resdents
moving into the Orient Heights section of Eagt Boston as asocid gathering spot. Asthe community has grown
and more Cathalics have moved into Eagt Boston, Baker Congregationd has been one of the few Protestant
churches to survive, and the church continues to serve as an important neighborhood socid center.

Architecturaly, the church is an excdlent loca example of Shingle Style ecclesadtic architecture. It is
relatively undtered firomitsoriginal consmction and retains itsintegrity of location, setting, materids, and
workmanship.

SOCIAL HISTORY

Baker Congregationa Church isone of the few surviving Protestant churchesin East Boston and remains as an
early neighborhood landmark for the Orient Heights community. It represents both the early development of
the area and the history of the changing population in East Boston for the past 100 years.

East Boston is made up of fiveidands. Noddle, Hog, Govemor, Bird and Apple, that were eventualy connected
together by fill. Thefirst settler was Samud Maverick, an Episcopaian, who farmed on Noddle Idand in 1633.
Maverick was consdered anonconformist because he beonged to the church that most people in the Colonies
werefleeing firom. As more people settled on Noddle Idand, a Baptist Church was organized and existed fi-om
1665-1679. The memberswerefleei ngfrom the bigotry and persecution of Congregationdists onthemain
land. The Baptists met inamember's house and called themsdaves the Church of Jesus Christ Worshipping a
Noddle's Idand in New England.’ For the next 150 years no organized churchesexisted in Eagt Boston.

By the beginning of the nineteenth century, Boston's population was growing quickly and ahousing shortage
wes cregted because building lots had begun to fill up. This caused people to movefiirther avay from the city

(continued)

" Joyoe Haddodk, "May Rdigons Contribute to Locd Church Hidory," Eadt Badon Cammunity News 23 Sgaarbe 1975,
4
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core, 0 in the early 1830s Eagt Boston wias surveyed and divided up into building lots. East Boston wes located
across the harbor from Boston and access was provided by ferry. Thefirst permanent resdence was constructed
in 1833 for Guy C. Haynes™ Aspeople moved into Eagt Boston budnesses developed, and in 1834 the East
Boston Wharf Company, the Eagt Boston Timber Company, a suger refinery and shipyard were established. By
1835 two ferries, the Maverick and the Eagt Boston, were transporting passengersand freight from Boston to
Eagt Boston. Inhabitants of the community were ships officers and owners and Boston businessmen.

On July 23,1835, agroup of Orthodox Congregationdists began to hold evening religious mestings ina smdl
schoolhouse on Paris Street. The population was continuing to grow rapidly and people w”e sarting to show
interest informing achurch. On May 5, 1836, ameeting was held a the home of Aaron Ordway, located on
Sumner Street between London and Liverpool dreets, to discussforming anew church. OnMay 31 the
Ecclesasticd Council gpproved the formation of the First Congregationa Churchin East Boston. There were
ten origina members, four men and Sx women. Ore of the membearsdonated |and, and asmall chapd was
congtructed for meeting. The congregation began to grow rapidly and by December it was decided to build a
new church. From April 13,1837, to July 19,1837, awood-framed Gresk Revival style church was constructed
a the comer of Maverick and Havre Strets a acogt of $7000. The Reverend W.W. Newell of Brighton was
invited to be the new minister and he was paid $1000 ayear with $100 incrementa increases per year for the
next five years" OnJduly 7, 1837, the congregation voted to change the name of the church to Maverick
Congregationa Church. Baker Congregationa Church would eventudly grow out of thischurch.

During the 1830sand 1840s East Boston grew rapidly with many Irish immigrants settlingin the area They
worked as mechanics, tradesman and laborers a the wharves that were developing aong the harbor. Thislrish
immigration caused aneed for Catholic churches. The Congregationdists were growing in numbers aso, and in
1844, Maverick Congregationad Church was sold to the Catholics for $5000. A new church was congtructed a
the comer of Sumner Streat and Maverick Square for acost of $30,000, and it was dedicated on Febmary 13,
IM5." 1n 1874, the last Maverick Congregational Church was constmcted a Centrd Square. Thiswas abrick
Gothic Reviva-style tsmcture that still sands today and sarves as the Centrd Square Socid Center.

Eagt Boston was continuing to grow throughout the nineteenth century and the development was moving to the
northeest away from the harbor and into what is now known as the Orient Heights section of East Boston.
Maverick Congregationd Church had grown quite large and in 1884 severd members started having their own

(continued)

N William A. Sumna, A Higory of Eagt Bogon, (Bogon: JE. Tillon & Compeary, 1858), 460, facamile reprint, photooopied.
' The Ecdedadica Coundl condged of mambas ad Pedors of the Seoond Churchin Dorchester, Phillips Churchiin South
Bogton, and Bowdoin, Sdem, Union, and Franklin dreat Churdnes in Bagton. Condansad Higtory and Manud of Maverick
Congregationa Church (East Bogon: Maverick Congregationd Church, 1894), 7.
"Vdume 1, Maverick Church Minutes' (East Bagtion, 1836) n.p.
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mestings in a carpenter's shop on Chdsea Street. 1 n 1887 the meetings moved to Union Chapd, which was
owned by the City Missionary Sodety*, & 433 Bennington Street. The City Missionary Society had constmcted
the chapd in 1852 and desded the mcture dong with the atached Sunday School to nine tmstees from the
Orthodox Congregational, Baptist and Methodist Episcopad churches On December 1,1897, fifteen members,
two men and thirteen women, officially formed Baker Congregationd Church. The growing congregation felt
the need to build their own house of worship and in 1901 arequest was mede by George Taylor, M.J. Humes,
Mr. Goodwin, Mr. Marshall and Mr. Arthur Page to buy land a the comer of Saratogaand Byron Sfreetsin the
Orient Heights section of Eagt Boston® These gentlemen were representative of the people moving into East
Boston. Mr. Taylor was abookkegper who worked on Atlantic Avenue in Boston and lived-at 563 Bennington
Street in Eagt Boston, Mr. Goodwin was a gateman who lived a 331 Bennington Street and Mr. Marshall was
most likely aprinter who lived a 77 Byron Street or a hamesameker that lived a 304 Saratoga Sfregt.*

After the land was purchased,ftandswere not available to build achurch immediately. The Church treasurer's
report for the year ending 1901 lists abdance of $65.89 and for the year ending 1902 abdance of $20.72. By
1908 membership a Baker Congregationa Church had grown to 83 and the membership was expected to
increese. The City of Boston was in the process of building a new schoolhouse just acouple of blocks avay
from the land & Saratoga and Byron Sfreets and thiswould be bringing more families to the area. On August
31, 1903, ground was broken for the new church. The cogt of constmction was $9000. The congregation raised
$1000 themsdaves and the rest came through loans, a $1000 grant from the Congregationa Church Building
Society and a$2000 gift from the Congregationd Church Union." A stipulation of the gift from the
Congregationa Church Union was that the Church was to become amember of the Union andfransferits
property and building to the Union.

The comergione for the new church was laid November 2,1903, and the church was completed and held itsfirst
sarvice on May 1, 1904. Baker Congregationa was the only Protestant church in Section Four of Ward One.™
The day the church opened, 236 atended the morning service, 171 atended Sunday School, land 400 attended

(continued)

* The City Missonary Sodety was upparted by the Orthodox Congregationdl Church, now the United Congregationd
Church (U.CC)

' The Rilgrim Church Regiger and Record (Baker Congregationd Church, 1897-1906), 9 Faruary 1901, Grace Church
Federated Archives

' Bagon City Directories 1901-1903 (Bodon: Sampson, Murdock & Comperny). Theare is no ligting for M.J. Humes there
ae sa/en Mr. Marshdl'slisted as living in Eagt Bodon and no Mr. Pege living in Eagt Bogton. An assumption wes mecke that the Mr.
Marshdl mentioned in the dhurch records would have lived neer the church on éther Byron or Sxratoga Sregts The other Mr.
Mardhdl'sliged mdude Frark E., a derk boarding & 4 Shat Srest; Frank E. living & 461 Summa Sredt; James W., a boilermeker
living & 4 Short Stredt; John C, alaborer boarding & 54 Brooks Strest; and Jomn |, apainter living & 366 Summa Strest.

' The Rilgrim Church Regiger and Recard, 6 March 1903, 27 Novarba 1908 and 8 Feoruary 1904; and "The Baker
Congregationd Church of Eagt Bagton”" phatocopy. United Congregationd Church Archives, Bogon.

** "The Baker Congregaiond Church of Eagt Bogon'™
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evening sarvice. Except for afire station located directly across Saratoga Sfreet, the surrounding neighborhood
of the church was completely resdential consisting primarily of wood-framed 1-, 2-, and 3 family houses

The congregation was not large or wedthy, but was active and quickly became a socid center for the
surrounding neighborhood. Church records for the end of 1907 indicate amembership of eighty-eight and
$5.18 cash on hand. In January 1908, twenty to thirty men atended a socid meeting at the church in which the
Reverend Mr. Brant, Secretary of the Anti-Saloon League, "gave avery interesting account of the work of his
society."" Tenyeaslater onApril 2, 1918, "the church bell was rung for ten minutes for the victory in Senae
for the Prohibition Amendment."* Other activities mentioned in 1908 that were listed as well atended by
community membersincluded the Annua Church Fair, the Ladies Guild Public Supper and the "Old Folks
Concert.” InApril 1908, the City of Chdseawas partially destroyed by fire and the fire goread into Eadt
Boston desfroying severd buildings around Baker Congregational Church. A specid service was held the
following Sunday for the Centrd Congregationd Church of Chdlseg, and $15 was added to the relief fimd from
this service to asis the Chdsea Chvurch

By 1910 membership in Baker Congregationa Church had only grown to ninety. Ninety people atended Eagter
morning sarvicesthat year and 350 people atended a concert a the church that same evening, given by "The
Primary Department.” Reverend Pedgbles, the church's minister a the time, resgned in May 1910 leaving the
churchwithout aminister. Maverick Congregational Church still had alarge membership and two ministers. 1t
wes decided that the two Congregationa Churches would shere the two ministers. In August one of the
minigers a Maverick resgned due to poor hedth, so the Massachusatts Congregationd Home Missionary
Society”™ recommended Reverend Burke Leavitt as the permanent minister & Baker Church.

By the end of the nineteenth century most of the leeding citizens in East Boston were of 1rish decent and Roman
Catholic. Italians began moving into Eagt Boston from the overcrowded North End of Boston during the first
part of the twentieth century. Asmore and more Catholics moved into the areg, the Protestant churchesin the
southwest section of Eagt Boston began to sse adedline in membership, and the Protestant Churches in the
northwest section, or Orient Heights, never achieved an optimum sze. Between 1890 and 1910 Maverick
Congregationa Church logt 310 members™

Because Baker's membership was not growing as expected and Maverick's membership was declining, in 1913
the Home Missionary Society questioned whether or not Baker should continue as an independent church or if

(continued)

" The Rilgrim Church Regider and Reocord (BdkeT Congregetiond Church, 1907-1913), 23 Januaty 1 98 Grace Church
Federated Archives
Béaker Congregationd Church, Church Reoords of Church Committee Book No. | (Baker Congregational Church), 117,
Greoe Church Fedarated Archives,
" The Masssedhusdits Congregationd Home Missonary Sodety wess part of the United Congregationd Church (U.C.C)
William J. Villaume, "Pratestantiam in Eagt Bogon 1920-1946," 1947 TMs 8, Bakar Congregational Church Archives
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it should dlose andjoin forceswith Maverick. The congregation a Baker felt strongly that they should remain
independent. Baker continued to be asocid center for the surrounding neighborhood with large numbers of
people atending the numerous concerts, lectures, suppearsand fairs held eech year. In 1917 money was
collected for four months and donated to the children of Belgium who were sarving due to the war. The
membership of the church had reeched 144 by then.

East Boston's population pesked a agpproximately 64,000 in 1925. The areabegan to decline as a center of
industry and commerce and the crowded residentia conditions, particularly the southwest section, mede East
Boston not as dedrable aplace to live. People darted to move away, particularly the busnessmen and old New
England families. Finaly in 1931 the Home Missonary Society suggested again that Baker and Maverick
Churches unite. That union occurred on November 1, 1931. In 1932 the name of the church was changed to
Baker-Maverick Congregationa Church. Maverick Congregationa Churchin Cenfra Sguarewas sold to the
Centrd Sguare Socid Center. The two congregations became one and continued to servethe surroimding
neighborhood. "Cheer Baskets' were sant to the ederly and shut-ins in the neighborhood, and cardsand care
packages were sent to soldiers during WWII. The annud fair continued to be held dong with severd concerts
and suppers throughout the year that were well atended by commimity members.

Throughout the 1930s and 1940s the generd population of East Boston continued to decline and many of the
Protestants were moving to the outer suburbs. In 1946 it was decided that astudy of Eagt Boston and its
churches be undertaken by the Department of Research and Planning of the Massachusetts Coimcil of Churches.
The reault of that study was the suggestion that some of the Protestant churchesjoin together to cregte larger
congregations. Thisunion could be donein one of two ways, as amerger where the congregations come
together as one, or as afederation where the two congregations come together as one fimctional organization but
keep their sgparate denominations.

Baker-Maverick Congregationa Church, still smal in membership but active and important to the surrounding
neighborhood, listened to this suggestion and decided to federate with St. Andrews Episcopa Churchin 1949.
The name of the church was changed to Grace Church Federated that same year. Thetwo religions have
worshipped together a the same sarvice with the one minister ever ance and continue to serve the surrounding
community. In 1979 S. John's Episcopa Church dosad its doors and joined Grace Church Federated.

Today the church has an active membership of gpproximately forty people, thirty Congregationa and ten
Episcopa. The church's fimction room in the basament sarves as an emargency food pantry for the Greater
Boston Food Bank and provides food to between five and ten familieseach Saturday. The Girl Scouts,
Alcoholics Anonymous, and aloca women's group al meat a the church onceaweek. Regular church sarvice
isheld each Sunday morning, thereis an active youth group and women's organization (NOBA Guild - meaning

(continued)
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Not One But All), community suppersare held fovir to five times ayear,fl eamarkets twice ayear, and the
annud fairisstill held. Anincreesein Eagt Boston's Higpanic population hes crested aneed for aplace to
worship. Onweekend eveningsthe Visionsof God, a Spanish Pentecogtd Church, uses the church.

ARCHITECTURE

The present Baker Congregationad Church islocally significant as an example of Shingle Style ecclesagtical
architecture. The Shingle Style developed as aresult of the renewed sudy of colonial buildingsin the late
1870sand early 1830s While the style ismost commonly associated with resdentia architecture in New
England coagtd towns, it was a0 used in the design of severd small churches throughout New England. Many
Boston architects are consdered leedersin the devdopment of the style. Among theseare H.H. Richardson,
William Raph Emerson, and John Calvin Stevens.”

Baker Congregationa Church isthe only example of Shingle Style architecture inits urban resdentid
neighborhood. No records listing an architect have been found for the building, but the builder was John
Nelson Thidand. A program from the ceremony held during the laying of the comerstone lists Thidand, with
F.W. Woolcott as the contracting mason. There isno mention of an architect which would suggest that
Thidand desgned the building himself or copied it from aplan inaplan book. No other work by Thidand hes
been identified. The Boston City Directory for 1903 lists Thidand as living & 91 Homer Street in East Boston
and the Church records occasiondly mention his name when discussng a confractor providing aquotefor
repairs a the church. Thiswould suggest that Thidand did other work in Eagt Boston. There isno listing
anywhere in Boston for F.W. Woolcott in the 1903 directory.

The smple rectangular plan with an asymmetricaly placed enfrance vestibule and tower arctypical of floor
plans shown for smdl churchesa the time. An articlein Building magazine around 1890 shiowed plansand
devations for acompetitionfor acountry church. Many of the churcheshad features similar to Baker
Congregationd including amasonry bese (Baker's isbrick; however, many were stone), wood shingle siding,
one or more round top windows, a comer tower, and aprojecting gableend. Elements of the Shingle Style that
ae atfributed to H.H. Richardson and his Richardsonian Romanesgue include the wood shingles splaying out a
awater table that sSts on amasonry baseand the round top windows. Other features of Baker Church that are
typical of the Shingle Style include the stegp doped roof and double-hung windowswith multi-pane upper saeh
and two-pane lower sseh. The windows are dightly differentf romfraditiona Shingle Style windows because
the muti-pane upper saeh is diamond panes andfraditionallythe lower sash was one paneingead of two. This

(continued)

" Sevasisactudly known for his work in Maine, but he garted out in Bagton running the office of Frands Fassdtt, one of
Maines premier architects in the latter half of the ningtleenth century. Shingle Style durdnes in Massedhusetts that were desgned by
William Ralph Emearson indude Saint Margaret's Cathalic Church (1887) in Beverly, the Unitarian Universalist Church (1891) in
Middeborough and the Church of the Good Shephad (1901) inLea
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difference could be due to the ecclesagtic nature of the building. Similar examples of Shingle Style churches in
Boston from the same period as Baker Congregationd include Emmanud Baptist Church (1897) on Adams
Street in Dorchester and Oak Sguare Methodist Church (1911) on Washington Sfreet in Brighton.

The smple design of the Shingle Style gopears to be practica for this urban neighborhood even though the style
never was really adgpted to mass vernacular design and was primarily ahigh-fashion style used by architects.
An articleon church planning in Architectural Record from Segptember 1916, gates that Sunday Schools were
put in the basament of smal churches out of economy and lack of land inlarge cities. Putting the Sunday

School in the basement causad the church to be raised up to alow large enough windowsto let light into the
basement. Baker Congregationd israised up on abrick foundation that creates abasefor the church aboveand
dlows large windowsto emit light into the basement which iswhere the Smdey School meets. Thesmple
desgn isdsotypical of the desgn of Protestant churches

Onthe interior the church isa smple center aide church with raised pulpit and smal platform areafor the choir.
The mainleve conddsof the ssnctuary, asmadl gose a the north end and aministers room to the west of the
goe The lower level contains akitchen, abathroom and alarge meeting roomwith araised sage. The
meeting room has doors that can be closed to divide the room into two sgparate Joeces

The church retains its architectura integrity and remains relatively undtered from the time of constmction.

(end)
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A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
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Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Checl*with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
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name Congregational Church Union
street & number 760 Saratoga Street telephone 617-569-5358
city or town East Boston state MA . Zip code 02127
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated property occupies|ot number 680 on the City of Boston Assessors Plan for Ward 1, Section 4,
Block 24. .

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION -

The boundaries encompassall land historically known as the Baker Congregationd Church. The property
includes the church and grounds.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: Tobin Tracey
Date of photographs April 24, 1998

Negatives in the possesson of the photographer

South and eest dlevations, looking NW
South elevation, looking N

South and west elevations, looking NE
North eevation, looking S

Ead devation, looking W

Interior of sanctuary, looking S
Sanctuary, pulpit areg, looking N

NG, WwNE
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

October 22,1998

Ms. Caral Shull

National Regiser of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

Endosed pleesefind the following nomination for:

Baker Congregationa Church, 760 Saratoga Street, Boston (East Boston) (Suffolk Co.),
Massachuseits

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of property in the Certified Local Govemment
community of Boston were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60-120 days
before the mesting.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

CC: Matthew Kiefer, Acting Chair, Boston Landmarks Commission
Tobin Tracy, Presaervation Consultant
Hon. Thomas M. Menino, Mayor, City of Boston
Maura Fitzpatrick Sklarz, Boston Landmarks Commission
Dennis Bosaman, Grace Federated Church

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 T DD: 1-800-392-6090
Websitee  wsvw.magnet.datemaus'sec/mhc



