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1. Name nf Property

historic name_ Cambridge Home for the Aged and Infirm

other names/site humber. Neville Manor, Neville Place

2. Location

street & number 650 Concord Avenue not for publication
city or town. Cambridge . Vicinity
state  Massachusetts code MA county Middlesex .code 017 zip code 02138

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H*nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
H”meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally « statewide O'locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

1
Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

fc>nal Park Service Certification
heraoy certify that this property is: ‘gnature of the Keeper Date of Action
rentered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Cambridge Home Infirm
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
private j(building(s)
JL public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

nla

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/institutional housing

Health care/sanitarium, hospital

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

IATF 19" FARI Y ?0" CENTURY RFVIVAI « Georgian

Revival

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
A .building
sites
. structures
objects
JL JL Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

JL

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/multiple dwelling

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete

walls brick, cast stone
roof. composite tile
other.  copper, iron

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Narrative Description

Ste

The former Cambridge Home for tiie Aged and Infirm dts well back from the sreet on the south Sde of Concord Avenue on adightly hilly dte
near Fresh Pond. Forming aflattened W in plan, the building faces north toward Concord Ave. and the rear elevation faces south overlooking
the pond. The origina site of the facility contained gpproximatdy 824 acres which has undulating grades doping up irom Concord Avenue
and dropping of f sharply & the edge of the pond.

The presant Ste of the building contains gpproximatdly 2.16 acres and indudes the origina driveway gpproach from Concord Avenue. The
paved drivewith adoped sone curb leeds up to the building from Concord Ave. toward the centra front entrance diverginginto alarge
circular drive immediately in front of the building, (photo #1) There are dgpressons in grade dong the building's eest wing and & the rear of
the building to the southeast. A few large trees are located infront of the building, two in the driveway circle and a couple near eech ofthe two
sscondary north entries. A dugter of trees daose to the building shedes the south devation of the east wing.

There is no evidence that there was any formal landscgpe plan for the site. However, the original drawings did show a plan for the driveways
which were built as shown with additional wakwaysthat did not gopear on the plan. Early photographs indicate that the building wes
surrounded by lawn and openfieldswith afew scattered trees.

Changesthat have occurred since the building was completed in 1929 include the following: volunteer trees have filled large aressof the Site's
open gpace; in 1974 the grade was dtered around the building, parking was added in front of the eest and west wings, and the original paved
ddewdks on the Ste were removed; and in 2000 the Superintendent's Cottage and the Power House were removed and the building
foundations were filled and regraded. Despite these dhanges the building retains critical dementsof itsorigina siting and the significant
features of the setting remain. The gpproach leading directly up from Concord Avenue cantered on the main entrance pavilion with a circular
drive infront isinits original location and retains the view corridor up the main drive. The building's orientation to the south overlooking
Fresh Pond remains intact with alawn reaching up to the tree line that surrounds the pond. The property south of the building hes become part
of the Fresh Pond Reservation, which is consarvation land and will remain open gpece

Included in the 1974 site changes, the grade was raised gpproximately 3 feet & the front of the building s that the three north entries are al &
grade The gradewas a0 lowered a the rear of the building and a patio crested during the 1974 renovation. Terraced geps built into the
dopesand leading up to the rear entries aso were removed. The former driveways that branched off from the main drive were expanded to
parking lots, new sdewaks were ingtdled, and the origina wakways around the dte were removed. In addition, arecent wooden gazebo was
ingtdled prior to 1999 northwest of the building in linewith the west entry on the north devation. 1t is non-contributing to this nomination.

Main Building

The 2 Vi gory red brick building desgned inthe Neo-Georgian Style istrimmed with cag done and Sits on a concrete foundation with a cegt
donesill. According to the drawings, the sill a the west wing, which isa grade, may be granite rather than cast gone. Although from the front
it issuggedtive of aforma Georgian plan with acenter main block and flanking wings, the building is actualy W-dhgped in plan with wings of
the same scdle as the main block. 1t consgs of acentrd block connecting two wingswhich are subby Ysin plan. There are 53 bayson the
north and south eevations, the wings are 3 baysinwidth, (photos # 5, 7) One story solariums project out two bays from the end of eech wing

(continued)
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and are 3 bayswide. Essentidly areinforced concrete structure, the building's brick exterior walls rise to asmple cag donefrieze. The
centerpiece of the facadeis a cag gone projecting pedimented pavilion which framesthe front entry, (photo #3) The entry is s in a round
keygtone arch which isframed by Doric columns supporting a cornice topped by abacony with asolid bdugtrade. S inthe wall overlooking
the balcony isawindow trimmed by a shouldered enframementflankedby scrolls and topped by a cartouche st on two cornucopia The
pavilion is enlivened with rusticated quoins and adentil comice. The solid balustrade had originally been carved with the building name:
"Cambridge Home For Aged And Infirm." The nameweas covered in 1993.

The quasi-hipped roof hes overhanging eavesand isflat in the middle. The roof is shesthed with acompoasite tile and the gutters and down
goouts are copper. Brick chimneys which had projected above the roof were removed in 1974.

The exterior of the building isrelatively intact exoegpt for minor changes executed during renovations in 1974 and 1993. Contragting details
executed in cadt gone havedl been painted. They indude abdt course a the height of the besament window lintels, a cagt gone frieze bdow
the eaves, rugticated quoins & the corners of the building, and cast donewindow sills. Onthe south devation cag done omament indudes
keygones a someof thethird story windows, pilagters and enframements on two third story porches, and window sills. A sill course and a bdlt
ocourse & the third gory on the south devation were replaced with brick during the 1974 renovation. The one Sory solariums are detailed with
cadt done pilagters framing each bay and supporting acest done cornice. More intricate ornament includes two ornate svegs over the stairwell
windows on the north elevation, two cartouches and five swegs on the south eevation, (photo #9)The origina cagt sone wes intended to
dmulae limestone and gppearsto have had apink tint. The exception to this isthe sill course which was intended to be granite composdte.
Original wrought iron balconies are located a two stairwell windows on the front (north) elevation and a the second story windows over the
two north secondary entries. Original iron railings dso endose the open porches a the end of the eest and west wings on the roof of the one-
dory solariums.

Window openings are typically flat arched while five of the original door openings have round arches Two former door openings on the south
devation with round arches have bean converted to windows and the lower portion of the opening hes been filled with brick. Stairs that hed
led down from the two rear entries have o bean removed. A fire exit on the west wing and two exits & the baesament level on the south
elevation gppeer to be later dterations and have flat arches Four basamant doors a the north elevation have flat arches. They exit from the
dair hdlsand are st in areaways partidly beow grade.

All of theoriginal wood 12/12 audra sseh were replaced with new duminum saeh with insulating glassin 1974. The windows were replaced
agan after 1993 with duminum 11 single-hung and double-hung windows with insulating glass. In the former solariums & the reer eevation
originally there were Arts & Craftswindows with multi-light transoms over two, three, or four seeh separated by vertica mullions. The lower
sshweretall, narrow casaments and some hed centrd fixed pands. It is not known whether the transoms were operable. These windows,
which are long and st low to the floor, have been replaced with triple sagh that condst of a narrow hopper & the bottom and a fixed 1/1 sseh
above Dormer windows, which are much amdler then the typical window, hold 1 sseh.

Of the building's original 24 dormers, 11 remained (1 had been doubled in Sz€) in 2000. Snce completion of the 2001 rehabilitation, an
additiona 7 dormers were rebuilt, al in their origina locations. One of the new dormers is doubled to match the one existing double dormer,
(photo #3) The origina drawings and 1940s photographs of the building were usad to rdlocated the dormers, which had been removed before or
during the 1974 renovation.

All of the doors were replaced in 1974. The eight pand main entrance door and fanlight were rebuilt in 2001 based on a 1954 photograph and
the original drawings of the building entrance. Also ingtalled over the main entrance in 2001 is one 12/12 wood window which copies the
gopearance of the original sash. The secondary north entries had awood pand door and fanlight smilar to the main entrance, but they were
further trimmed by siddlights and aglazed, arched surround. Presently, all of the secondary entries contain late 20™ ¢. flush metd doors, some
with sddlights and somewith transoms

(continued)
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Interior

The building hes afull basament under the central section and the eest wing, there isonly acrawl goece under the west wing, (photo #7) The
plan features a double loaded corridor which runs as aspine from the tip of the eest wing to the sair a the west Sde of the centra lobby.
Similar to the rest of the building, the besament was renovated in 1974 with new finishes, walsand sysems  The concrete, egg-crate type
celling found throughout mogt of the building had been exposad in service arees Floors are rubber tile and carpet, wallsare gypsum board,
plager or concrete block and sugpended acoudicd tile ceilings have been ingtdled in the corridors and someof the public gpeces. The origina
egg-ade celing isexposad in alarge county kitchen/lounge areaon thisfloor.

Upon entering the small first floor entrance lobby, the centerpiece is awoodenfirepl acesurround with overmantel decorated by a painting of
the Good Samaritan executed in 1929 by Robert Andrew, anoted Bogton artist, educator and lecturer. A Department Heed & the
Massachusetts Schoal of Art in Boston, Andrew was known for hiswall pieces. Thefireplacesurround itself continues a Coloniad Reviva
vocabulary with raised pands framed by panded pilagters. Otherwise, except for the plan, dmog no original interior detail remains The floor
islaid out with adouble-loaded corridor running from the lobby to the tip of each wing. Residentid units are located on either dde of the
corridor. There are 9x original gairs in the building, four are dogleg stairs with landings located a the end of each wing and on either 9de of
the lobby, and two are triangular Sairs st neer the beseof eech Y. One devator is located adjacent to the stair on either Sde of the lobby. The
floors ae typically carpet, wallsare plager or gypsum board, and ceilings are sugpended acoudticd tile in the corridors and public Soeces
gypsum board in the residentid units. Unit entry doors are recessed in the degp corridor walls, which are condructed of masonry. Theexterior
walls were built out and insulated (in 1974) <0 that no original festures are visible. The origina larger wards have been subdivided and meny
Foeoes and public rooms have been dtered.

In the original plan, the dining room was located behind the main lobby looking out toward Fresh Pond. Divided into resdent rooms in 1974,
the dining room and a public lounge were established herein 2001 (gpproximatdy 1/4 smdler infloor areg) on the first floor overlooking Fresh
Pond. The larger wards (14 beds) were located on the south dde of the corridor, facing toward the pond. The origina drawings and the 1974
rehab drawings indicate that there were clerestory windows in the corridor walls in the 14-bed wards, but these were removed in 1974. Smdler
rooms, bathrooms and offices were located on the north Sde of the corridor. There are two sscondary entries on the north elevation a the bese
of eech Y that usad to line up with two corresponding doors leading out to the rear of the building. The corridor that ran between the front and
rear entries and the rear entries themsdves were closed off in 1974. At the end of each branch of each Y, on the south Sde of the corridor, wes
asolarium eadily identified by the longer windows on two sdes.  In the 1974 plan, these hed sarved as lounges or patient rooms and they are
now residentia units. At the very tip of each wing are the larger solariums that are surrounded on three Sdes by windows. Both solariums
continue to serve as open public rooms.

The plan and detail & the sscond floor is generdly the same as the first floor with some differences. The double-loaded corridors have units on
both sdes. At the end of each wing adoor leeds out onto abacony, which is located over the solarium below, (photo #4) Originaly, the 14-
bed wards were on the south sde of the corridor with derestory windows in the corridor walls as described on the first floor. Also onthe
origind plan, an Assembly Hall was located over the entrance lobby and the kitchen wes located over the dining room. All of these Soaces were
converted to patient rooms in 1974 and the ceiling was lowered in the Assembly Hall and kitchen. The triangular Sair in the west wing was
dosd off between the 2nd and 3rd floors. A library was built in 2001 in aportion of the former Assembly Hall and the original arched celling
and the projection booth are now visible.

The plan and detail & the third floor is somewha different from the lower floors. The origina drawings show the corridors centered in the
third floor wingswith small bedrooms primarily on the south Sde of the corridor and an Acting Superintendent's Unit in the eest wing. In
addition to the 1974 renovation to the building, in 1984, 25 patient rooms were added a the third floor. 1t is assumed that the work mug have
bean primarily in the west wing. In the centra main block of the building, a new floor and a corridor were added to connect the west and esst

(continued)
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wings. Thishad originally been the upper part of the Assembly Hall and kitchen (located on the 2nd floor) 0 it was not possible to pess
through at the third floor. In the west wing, the corridor is offset toward the north Sde of the building, rather than centered 0 that rooms are
located only on the south dde of the corridor. There are two porches which face south toward the pond. The west porch hes been entirely
insulated and dtered. The east porch hes been endosed with new windows, but the original wood roof decking, rafters and brick walsare still
exposd.

A rehabilitation completed in 2001 converted the building from anurang home, its mod recent use, to assged living. The 1974 interior
finishes were replaced with new assigted living gpartment units. Changes to the plan a the lobby, dining room and library have recreated some
of the public gpacesin their original location.

Archaeological Description

Seven ancient Native American Stes are known in the generd area (within one mile) of the Cambridge Home for the Aged and Infirm
including two stes located on the nominated property. The Poor House Farm Site (19-MD-371) weas recorded on the badis of collections mede
in the 1830s by G.B. Frazar. The dte wes reported to be located on City Infirmary grounds, north of Fresh Pond. The dSte contains alate
archaic component and others not identified & thistime. The sscond Ste, the Neville Manor | Findspot (19-MD-822), wes located during a
professionally conducted cultura resource manageamant survey and recorded in 1999 on the Manor property. Environmenta characterigtics of
the area indicate the presence of severd locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, digance to wetlands) thet are favorable indicators for ancient
Native stes. Natura topography of the property, prior to development, included severd well-drained, leve to moderately doping terraces and
aknoll within alarger glacial outwash plain. The nominated property lieswithin 1000 feet of Fresh Pond located to the south. Property
bordering Fresh Pond is part of the Fresh Pond Reservation, which is consarvation land and not included in this nomination.  Fresh Pond lies
within the Mydtic River drainage neer its southwestern boundary with the Charles River drainage. In 1998 and 1999, an intendve
archaeologicd survey (Fragolaand Garmin 1999) was conducted on the nominated property, known as the Mayor Michadl J. Neville Manor
prior to its redevdopment. Since its rehabilitation in 2001 for assged living, the property hes been known as Neville Face. Using information
collected during background research and awakover survey, which reflected the sengtivity characterigtics outlined above, the intensive
archaeologica survey identified saverd aeasof high, medium, and low archaeologica sendtivity. Bassd on environmenta factors and the
proximity of the property to aprevioudy documented Native American archaeologica ste, high sengtivity aresswere identified northeest and
northwest of the Manor. The southwestern portion of the property wes determined to have moderate sendtivity to contain Native American
dtes The remaining arees of the property were determined to have low potentia to contain archaeologica dtes due to congtruction activities
rdated to Neville Manor and assodiated buildings. During the late 1970s, an isolated human bone fragment was dso recovered on the Neville
Manor property. Subsurface testing was then employed to test archaeologicaly sendtive arees  In aress determined to have moderate to high
archaeologicd sendtivity, archaeologica excavations recovered sx pieces of lithic chipping debris on the northwest Sde of the Manor
recorded as the Neville Manor | Findspot (19-MD-822). The intensive archaeologica survey recovered no evidence to support the exisence of
the second Site, the Poor House Farm Site (19-MD-371), on the nominated property. Reseerch conducted as part of the intensive survey
concdluded thet the latter Site was not plotted correctly on sate mgpsand isnot located on the Manor property. Based on evidence of extendve
land filling and grading, it was concluded that the human bone recovered neer the Caretaker's House wiss deposited as part of filling in thet
aea Given the above information, ahigh potentia exigts for locating ancient Native American resources on the Cambridge Home for the
Aged and Infirm property; however, the potentia for recovering significant ancient archaeologica resources islow. Higtoric land uge dating to
the 18" century and possibly earlier have adversdy effected the integrity of any andent resources located on the property. Thisconclusonis
supported by the recent intendve archaeologica survey conducted on the property. Grading and filling dating from the 19" to 20™ century and
congruction related to the Cambridge Home for the Aged and Infirm have been especidly detrimentd to the integrity of any Stes present. The
intendgve survey of the property concluded that the low dendty and poor dratigraphic integrity of the Neville Manor | Findspot (19-M D-822)
indicates the gte isunlikely digible for inclusion in the National Regider of Historic Places. An eligibility satement written by MHC staff for
the Neville Manor | Findspot concurred with this opinion.

(continued)
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Documentary resources consulted during the writing of this nomination and the intendve archaeological survey indicate the potentia for
locating severd possible historic archaeologica resources on the Cambridge Home for the Aged and Infirm property. Beginning in the 17"
century, the nominated property, then known as Pickera Point, was part of the Henry Prentice homestead indicating the potentia for structura
evidence assodiated with the Henry Prentice House and outbuildings during thet period. The potentia for locating structural evidence of
buildings and occupationa-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) extends from the 17" through early 19" century during a period when the
nominated property was reported to be the dte of Prentices Fresh Pond Farm through the Revol utionary period, then the Tudor 1ce Compery
throughout the 19" century. The potential for recovering structura evidence of icehouses exigts for the 19" century period. In spite of the
potentia resources outlined above, the intensve archaeologica aurvey (Fragola and Garmin 1999) located only one Site, the Charles Foster Ste
(CAM-HA-3) and evidence of extendve grading, filling and poor gratigraphic integrity on the property. Charles Foger occupied the property
prior to the Tudor period of ownership. The intensive archaeological survey identified high archaeologica senditivity for Euro-American Stes
in the area northwest of Neville Manor and moderate senditivity to the northeest of the Manor. Intendve testing failed to locate structural
remains assodiated with the Charles Foger Site; however, 18 and 19" century artifacts in poor stratigraphic context were recovered. Basad on
the nature of that assamblage and its gpparent lack of integrity, it was determined that additional ressarch and investigation of the Charles
Foger Site would not be able to address questions of the site's Sgnificance. Basad on the reaults of the intensive archaeologica survey
conducted in this areg, alow potential exigs for locating significant higtoric archaeologica resources on the Cambridge Home for the Aged ad

Infirm property.

(end)
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of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
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_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
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Charles Reggio Greco

Askin & Sullivan
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Narrative Statement of Significance

The Cambridge Home for the Aged and Infirm (now Neville Place) meats Criterion A for listing in the Nationa Regigter of
Historic Haces & the gate and locd levds as one of the earliest examples in Massachusatts of a municipa facility built to house
and carefor the elderly and incurable, rather than to house poor but able-bodied citizens. The Cambridge Home represents what
wes & the time anew modd of ingtitutional housing which shifted from the prison mode of architecture to an infirmary modd. It
do reflects a notable shift in the population being served, where the poor and indigent were no longer the primary residents,
ingead the elderly were provided housing and appropriate care, whether or not they could afford the cogst. The sdlection of the
dte done reflectsthis dramatic change in attitude that sought to provide "cheerful and pleasanf surroundings to the Home's
dderly reddents. It isaso architecturaly significant under Criterion C at the locd levd as an excdlent example of ingtitutional
architecture by Charles Greco, an important Cambridge architect. Its ultimate character-defining feature, the unusud W-shaped
plan oriented to the south toward Fresh Pond, which maximized exposure to sun and air, isamore successful scheme than found
a Greco's neerby Tuberculoss Hospital (1908 & 1915, now demolished).

Built in 1928 by the City of Cambridge, the Cambridge Home for the Aged and Infirm was one of thefirst attempts made by a
municipdity to change its care of the indigent from an dmshouse to an infirmary model. It isds0 arare examplein
Massachusetts of amunicipal facility for the care of the dderly that was in continuous use for 70 years Since itsrehabilitationin
2001 for asdged living, Neville Flace is now privately owned. The unusud W-dhaped plan of this building designed by Charles
Greco, an accomplished locd architect, hes not been dtered by later additions. Its interior, however, hes bean updated.

A review of the Massachusetts Historicad Commisson's inventory of historic sructures reveds that, of ninety-three buildings thet
ae listed as dmdshouses or nursing homes, only one other building hes dways been amunicipally-owned and operated facility
(The Eagthampton Town Farm, 1890[NR 1996]). Other buildings in this category that have not yet been surveyed by the
Massachusetts Historical Commisson include the City of Lynn Convaescent Home (1895), McFadden Memoria Manor in
Maiden (date unknown); and the Landmark House in Nantucket (1846). Each was established on the dmshouse and poor farm
modd and continued farming operations well into the twentieth century. The Landmark House building, historically known as the
Nantucket Asylum and Our Idand Home, was converted to ederly housing in 1986. Mog of the inventoried dmshouses and
nursing homes were converted from other uses, and the remaining buildings were built by private or religious charities. Fewer

than twenty of the 550-odd nursing homes in Massachusetts are currently public.

The Cambridge Home for the Aged and Infirm was built on aportion of the Fresh Pond Reservation. The Ste was considered
among the mog desirable in Cambridge, and was eyed by many for its potential as amunicipa golf course. Sdecting such a fine
dte with unobstructed viewsof the reservoir to house the ederly indigent was revolutionary in the early 20th century, reflecting
broad socid changesand amassve shift in attitude toward the impoverished and elderly.

The 1928 City Home or Infirmary, as it was informally known, replaced an earlier facility that had been built in 1850 a present
45 Matignon Roed in North Cambridge. The earlier structure, known as the Cambridge Almshouse and Poor Fam until 1900,
reflected 19th-century attitudes toward the care of the poor. Almshouses and poor farms deveoped in the 19" century &s

(continued)

' Massachusdtts Historical Commisson MACRIS. Tdephone interviews with Don Dixon, Director of the City of Lynn Conveescent Home
Gay Dixon, Director of the McFadden Memoria Manor; and Libby Olden, Librarian of the Nantucket Historical Association, 19 October
2000.
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measfor cities and townsto provide custodia care for their indigent, mentaly ill, and crimina resdents Able-bodied residents,

usudly referred to as inmates, worked the farm, which produced food for the facility and for needy people in the community. The
2

old City Almshouse was desgned by leedersin the prison reform movemeant and was modded on prison architecture.” The
dmahouse facility doubled as ajail for such petty offenders as the intemperate.”
The Cambridge Boé?d of Public Welfare, which managed the Almshouse, had been discussing the obsolescence of the old facility

dnce & leest 1913. Their first forma recommendation for anew facility was st to the Mayor and City Council in 1924, after
the Boston Elevated Railway Company expressed interest in purchasing the Matignon Road dite. In their recommendation, the
Board explained that a new Home was nesded because the popul ation being served had changed subgtantidly in the seventy-five
years dnce the Matignon Road facility wes built. The board wrote.

Then there were many able-bodied men and women in the Home, and the farm of somethirty-three acreswas
successfully worked by men. Thirty years ago the annud product of the farm was vaued a $6,500. Today the
limited areaunder cultivation isoperated a aloss, as farm labor mug be hiredfi-omoutsde. Today the residents of
the Home are largely the aged and the infirm. Almost half of them are inreceipt of some hospitd trestment, and the
number of helpless incurables is increasing. There isagrowing dasswho ae able to pay their board but whose

relatives and friends cannot care for them outside. The present building is not suitable for this new purpose

The board esimated that a new facility, including quarters for employees, would cost $200,000 and theorized that the proceeds of
the sle of the Matignon Road dite plustax revenue generated by its devdopment would cover the cogt ofthe new facility. In
concluding their recommendation, the board wrote: "...we hope that the new building will be placed in cheerful and pleesant

surroundings and we especialy recommend the high ground owned by the city overlooking Fresh Pond." The high ground that
the Board of Public Welfare proposed in 1924 was, after severa years and much debate, ultimately the Ste that was sdected for
the new home.

(continued)

Krim, Arthur J., Survey of Architectural History in Cambridge, Report 5: Northwest Cambridge (Cambridge: Cambridge Historical
Commisson, 1977), 131-132.

" Board of Public Welfare, City of Cambridge, Annua Report (1929), 318.
A 1bid.
A Board of Public Welfare. Annua Reports (1924), 516.

Ibid., 517-518.



NPS Form 10900-a OMB No. 10240018
(Rev. 1090)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Cambridge Home for the Aged and Infirm
Cambridge (Middlesex), M A

Section Number 8 Page 3_

The Fresh Pond site finally agreed upon was that of the 17th-century Henry Prentice House, later owned by Frederic Tudor. The
surrounding acreege, historically known as Pickerd Point, wes the Ste of Prentices Fresh Pond Farm during the Revolution and
Tudor's lce Company throughout the 19th century. The point was transferred from Cambridge to Belmont in 1857 and wes

7
reennexed by Cambridge in 1880 in an effort to regulate ussge and control pollution on the pond.

By an act of legidation in 1839, Fresh Pond was designated areservoir and the City of Cambridge Water Board wiss authorized to
s=ize by eminent domain land dong its periphery to "better control the purity of its water supply.” By that time, the Pickerd
Point 1ot was owned by John E. Somers a doctor who hed meade publicly known his intention to bequeeth the land to the Holy

Ghogt Hospitd for Incurables. The privately-owned Holy Ghogt Hospita wes the only ingtitution for sheltering the incurable poor
9
of Cambridge & thetime. The City Almshouse housed poor, but able-bodied, men and women.

Soon after the taking, Water Board engineers ingaled awide, fenced road directly on the shore of Fresh Pond and made dradtic
grade changeswith little concem for the naturd topography. Subsequently, in 1892, the City hired renowned landscepe architects
Olmgted, Olmgted & Eliot to reverse some of the dameage causad by the engineering efforts and to convert the land to a public
park. The Henry Prentice house, Tudor's ice houses and other farm buildings, ice housesand inns aong the shore of Fresh Pond
were removed. The resulting recreationa goece baecame known as both Fresh Pond Park and Kingdey Park, named after Cheder
Kingdey, the heed of the City Water Department. The new park & Fresh Pond wes envisioned as one portion of alarger bdt of
greengpace that would eventudly extend from present Memorid Drive to Fresh Pond Parkway to Mydtic Valey Parkway in
Medford. The larger plan was finally redlized in 1908, but many of the recommended improvements to Kinglsey Park went

UI’E(G:U‘IG&I. Lt

An 1897 plan for Fresh Pond Park by F.L. and JC. Olmgted, after Charles Eliot's desth, shows a U-shgped "refectory™ with

nearby bicycle gands and carriage shed on the Ste where the Cambridge Homewould be built.  F.L. Olmsted, . described this
aeain alecture and article for the American Park and Outdoor Association in 1899. "The main driveway around the pond...rises

(continued)

Krim, pp. xi, 13,23-27

8Cornmonwedth of Massachusatts Actsof 18338, Chapter 137; Middlesex County Registry of Desds Book 1893, p. 443.

Regarding Holy Ghogt Hospital, sse Cambridge Chronicle, 2 June 1894. Regarding the Somers bequesth of the hospital, sse Cambridge
Chronicle, May 13, 1927. Regarding the Somers property, sse William S Barbour, "Plan of Fresh Pond and the Vicinity thereof which may be
taken by the City of Cambridge," July 12, 1888 (Middlesex County Regigry of Deads, Filed Flan No. 38) and Wm. S Barbour, "Plan of Land
in Cambridge outdde the presant rip rgpped borders of Fresh Pond as they exiged March 16th, 1888," Jn 14, 1839 (Middlesex County
Regigry of Deads, Plan Bk. 46, Flan 9).

Krim, 25-26, 33-34, 42, 180; Frederick Law Olmged, J., "The Rdation of Resarvoirs to Parks” Pegpar 32, 1899, American Park and
Outdoor Art Association Reports (Boston, 1899), 20-26.

F.L. and JC. Olmged for the Cambridge Water Board. "Generd Flan for Fresh Pond Park," 1897.
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to the low hill to the north of the pond, where goeceis provided for ahitching place, and for afuturerefectory or lunching-place
»

overlooking the pond from among the trees, while afootpath followsthe shore bdow the hill."  The dting and axia

arangemant of the unredlized refectory, as well as the location of gpproach path, bear aloose ressmblance to that of the

Cambridge Home ultimately built on the Ste.

By 1921, the southeest Sde of the park, surrounded by new suburban communities on Memoria Drive and Fresh Pond Parkway,
had become a popular recreation soot. Snce the northern and wetern aress of Kingdey Park were sparsdly populated and
underutilized. City Enginear Arthur Comey proposad converting the city park to an 18-hole municipa golf course, with theeighth
tee on the present Neville Manor Site. The Board of Public Welfare announced its dternative proposd for the Ste soon
afterward in 1924.

On the recommendation of the Board of Public Welfare, the City Council sought legd action to alow congruction of a City
Home on this land that had been taken by eminent domain in 1839 for adifferent purpose. One particularly astute councilor
justified the new use by recdling the intention of the former landowner. Dr. Someas The doctor had intended to donate this

“u
property to ahospital devoted to the care of the incurable poor.  An act of legidature authorized the City of Cambridgeto use
portions of its Fresh Pond land for aCity Home and for a playground.”* Consequently, the Water Board transferred to the Board
of Public Wdfarethe low hill on Pickere Point for the congtruction of the Cambridge Home for the Aged ad Infirm in late
1927. A scded-down 9-hole municipal golf course wes dso built nearby.

Meanwhile, the Board of Public Welfare had been studying requirements for a new Cambridge Home and had commissioned

17
preiminary plans fi*om an unnamed architect "especidly experienced iningtitutional work," presumably Cherles Greco.
Charles Reggio Greco (1874-1963), the architect eventudly hired to design the Home, would have bean an obvious and
appropriate choice for the board.

A Cambridge native, Greco secured his first commisson just after graduation from the local English High School in 1892. He

took engineering dassesa Harvard before establishing an independent practice & the ege of twenty in 1894. Working primarily

in the Bogon areaand in the colonial revival, atsé& crafts, and modernig idioms of hisday, he quickly megtered awide variety
(continued)

L oimsted, &, 2930

Arthur Comey, "Adapting a Park to Modern Needs,” Landscgpe Architecture, X1, 4 (duly 1921) 176-179; "Fresh Pond Golf Links
Proposad,” Cambridge Tribune, March 5, 1921.

14Cambridge Chronicle, April 20 and May 13, 1927.
Commonwedth of Massachusetts Actsof 1925, Chepter 225.
16 "Report of the Cambridge Water Board,” City of Cambridge, Annual Reports (1927), 362.

1 Board of Public Welfare, Annual Report (1924), 517.
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of building types including houses, schodls jails, hospitds, courthouses, fire dations, movie theaters, gpartment and office
buildings, convents, churches and synagogues He dso chared the Massachusdts State Art Commisson for two decades By
1924, Greco was well known in Cambridge for his ingtitutional and resdential commissons His Tuberculosis Hospital (now
demolished) built for the City of Cambridge in 1908 and 1915 gtood just north of Kingdey Park, on the opposite Sde of Concord
Avenue Hisown arts & craftsstyle home a 36 Fresh Pond Parkway (1910) and his Radnor and Hampgtead Hall gpartment

'g
complex a 983-986 Memorial Drive (1916) d0 enhanced the belt of greengpace of which Kingdey Park was an integra part.
In January 1927 planning for the new City Home increesed momentum when the old Almshouse wes sold for $170,000 to the
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Bogston with the gtipulation that the City could continue occupancy for one year. The city council
then began arancorous debate about the location, cost and sze of anew Home. In May, the council gppropriated $425,000 to the
project with the knowledge that thefini shedfacility near Fresh Pond, which they ordered to be of first dass construction, would

exoeed that amoum.'?

By Augug 1927, Charles Greco's final plans and specifications were reedy to be rdeasad for public bidding. Inaddition to the
fireproof main building for the City Home, the Site wasto hogt a sx-room superintendent's cottage and a power house with atwo-
ca garage. In October, construction contracts were awarded to the lowest qualified bidders: Askin & Sullivan, generd
contractors, James Cas=dy, heeting; J. H. Larkin, plumbing; Payne Co., devators, and Lord Electric Co. Ground was broken for
the project on November 26 and abuilding permit was issued on December 10, 1927. The following May, Mayor Edward W.
Quinn laid the corner sone with abox containing: acopy of the city documents for 1927, the manua of the Board of Public
Weéfare, rules and regulations of the Board, apicture of the Board & the ground bresking ceremonies, alist of contractors and

0]
subcontractors, and an issue of the Cambridge Chronicle containing Greco's sketch for the building.

Completed & a cost of approximately $625,000, The Cambridge Homefor the Aged and Infirm was dedicated on February 12,
1929. The three-tory, 200-bed, state-of-the-art infirmary had avast southern exposure and an unusud, dongated W-shaped plan.
The plan and siting alowed the maximum amount of light, air and aun into the building, which, in that preantibiotic era, formed
the foundation for ahygienic and thergpeutic environment. 450 windows, each "equipped with austrosagh,” s maximized light
and air flow, allowing "three-way ventilation when open and... weatherproof when closed.” The"W" plan was an innovative
improvement upon the double " U" dhgpad plans of Greco's Tuberculosis Hospital and Memorid Drive gpartment buildings,
which incidentally were dso located neer bodies of water. In the earlier, less successful schames the best sunlight, ventilation and
views were avallable only a the endsof the ells. At the Tuberculosis Hospitdl, and asan at the City Home, open-air solariawere
2
located a these prime locations at the end of each floor.

18 Cambridge Historical Commission file on Charles Greco including Boston Herald, Feb 23, 1963; Bogon Globe, Feb 23, 1963; and Henry J.
Mahoney, Pen Portraits of Prominent People, nd.

19 Cambridge Chronicle, Jn 21, Apr 20, May 13, May 20 and May 27, 1927.

20 Cambridge Chronicle, Aug 12, Oct 27 and Dec 2 1927; May 4, 1928, Cambridge Building Permit 29918, Dec 10, 1927; Board of Public
Welfare, Annua Reports (1928), 321 and (1929), 317.

21
Cambridge Chronicle, Feb 15, 1929; Cambridge Historical Commissonfileson 983-986 Memorid Drive and 799 Concord Avenue, Board
of Public Welfare, Annual Report (1929), 317-332 pasim.
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The newv Home for the Aged and Infirm building, as described in the Cambridge Chronicle, had 300 rooms and over half amile

of corridors. Sgparate wings housed men and women. Nurses had gations & acentra point on each wing and could becadled
through an "annunciator system” to any room in the facility. The centrd reception areaon the first floor was fitted with a fireplace
over which would hang apainting of "The Good Samaritan” symboalizing the purpose of the infirmary. To the right of the

entrance was an adminidrative officefor John T. Sheg, the superintendent. To the |eft was a meeting room for the Board of Public
Welfare.

The magjority of thefirst floor was designed for patients needing hospita care. It contained two fourteen-bed wards & ether end,
adjacent to the open sunrooms, as well & severd four-bed and two-bed wards Also on this floor were adoctor's suite, a
laboratory, an examination room, and two "quiet rooms' for terminal patients. A 140-st cafeteria-style dining room for
ambulatory patients overlooked Fresh Pond, a.concept reminiscent of the "refectory” planned for this location by F.L. and J.C.
Olmgted, a decade before. Food was accessad viadumb-waiter from the flilly-equipped kitchen on the sscond floor.

Mo of the second floor, which aso had sunrooms a either end, condsted of dormitory-style rooms for able-bodied resdents An
innovation for which Superintendent Sheais credited was the creation of severd two-bed auiteswith private bathsfor ederly
couples, whom he believed should not be separated into mde and femadewards. Facing Concord Avenue was a large, versdtile
meseting hall which accommodated activitiesranging from church services to motion picture shows The main kitchen, and a
private dining room and sunroom for the nurses, completed the second floor.

Thethird floor, reserved for employees, was equipped with furnished dormitory-style rooms overlooking the Pond, arecregtion
room and kitchenette for the nurses and men's and women's solaria. The basament housed the laundry, locker rooms, and a four-
catacomb morgue. Other basament amenities included recrestion rooms, abarbershop, abilliard and pool room, reading and card
rooms, and an outdoor sunroom.

A reporter for the Chronicle concluded his description of the building a its dedication with these words, "Cambridge in its new
Home for the Aged and Infirm hes abuilding which few cities can equa and none can excd in convenience of equipment and
excdlence of location." Contemporariesfi”omthe gate and locd Public Welfare of fices confirmed the importance of the Home as
aprototype, reporting that Cambridge "is aleader in thistype of humanigtic work." The new facility wes praised &s "an object of
admiration and i2r121ita¢ion for Sder cities of the country" and as "one of thefirst attempts...to change city homesfrom amshouses

to infirmaries.”  The Cambridge Home was by all acoounts amodd facility at the forefront of elderly carereform. It dso had an
exceptiond man a its head.

John T. Shea (1866-1951) was the first Superintendent of the new Cambridge Homefor the Aged and Infirm. A tirdess and
impassoned advocate for the poor, his career as Superintendent of the Homes goanned the years 1917 to 1939. Many years before
he achieved that position. Sheademondrated his compasson for the poor and his avareness of the stigmatizing power of such
names as "poor houss' and "dmshouss’ by lobbying for their dimination from the official vocabulary. 1n 1900, then acity
dderman, he proposad an order that resulted in the changein title from "The Alms Housg' to the less judgmental "Cambridge
City Home." The following year, when serving as an Overser of the Poor, John Sheamotioned that the words " overseers of the
poor" be removed from wagons that ddivered food to the nesdy in the community. Asaresult of such constiousnessraisng
efforts, the words "pauper”, "dmshouse’, and "oversearsof the poor" were eventudly removed from the Massachusattsrelief
laws, and in Cambridge in 1923, the Overssars of the Poor (anemethat dated to 1786) became the Board of Public Welfare.

(continued)

22 Cambridge Chronicle, Feb 15, 1929; Board of Public Welfare, Annual Report (1928), 313 and (1929), 317-332 passim.
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The son of Irish immigrants. Sheawas born in Eagt Cambridge. After attending Cambidge public schoadls, he entered the
Augusdtinian College of . Thomas in Pennsylvania Returning to Eagt Cambridge, he held a succession of positions as an
employee of the Boston Elevated Railway, an undertaker with his brother James (Shea Brothers & 4 Pearl Street), and
Supearintendent of Streetsfor the City of Cambridge. Blessed with aflarefor the dramatic, John Sheadso acted for atime with
ancther brother, Thomas. Commencing public service in 1892, Sheaserved on the Common Council (1892-1893), the Generd
Court (1894-1895), the Board of Aldermen (1897-1900), Oversears of the Poor (1901 -1902), and the Park and Playground
Commission (1911-1919). A powerful spesker and noted humanitarian. Sheawas a0 an ardent temperance advocate. He sarved
asPreddent and Nationa Secretary of the Catholic Total Abstinence Union and as Presdent of the Father Matthew Temperance
Society of Cambridge. Other private organizations inwhich he was active incdlude the S. Vincent de Paul Society of . Peter's

PA
Church, the Knights of Columbus, the Elks Club, the Ancient Order of Hibernians, and the Workingmen's Association.

As superintendent of the home until 1939, John Shealooked after three dasses of resdents the aged and infirm needing generd

care; incurable chronic cages neading expert nurdng service but little medicd attention; and chronic casesin the early sage of
2

disseses neading active hospitad carefor diagnosis and trestment.

With the advent of Medicare and Medicaid in 1965, the Home for the Aged and Infirm began itstransition from a custodid care
facility with 200 bedsto afully-certified multilevel nursng home with 160 beds On June 23, 1976, having undergone a$2.5

)
million renovation, the facility was rededicated as the Mayor Michad J. Neville Manor.

Michad J. Neville (1900-1962) was aprominent politician and noted loca attorney with officesin Harvard Square. Born in
Somerville, Neville atended high school in Cambridge, and graduated from the Northeastern University Law School in 1925. His
political carear goanned thirty years including four terms in the Massachuseits House of Representatives (1937-1944), where he
was Democratic Minority Leeder. Hisyeersin the Statehouse were followed by four on the Cambridge City Council and as
mayor. From 1958 to his degth in 1962, he sarved asa mambe of the Cambridge City Hospitd Board of Trustees. In addition to
his law practice and public service, Neville contributed much of histime to the Roman Catholic Church and associated charities,
including the Holy Ghogt Hospital (now Y ouville) in Cambridge. 1n 1950, Pope Fius X11 honored himwith the title of "Knight of
the Holy Sepulchre” one of the highest tributes alayman could recaive from the Roman Catholic Church. Neville was eulogized

by hisfriend Richard Cardina Gushing.

(continued)

2 Cambridge Chronicle-Sun, Mar 8, 1951; Cambridge Sentinel, Mar 7, 1932; Henry J. Mahoney; Cambridge Chronicle, Feb 15, 1929.
24 Board of Public Welfare, Annual Report { 1926), 489.
2 "Infirmary Dedication S& for this Wedneday," Cambridge Chronicle, June 1976; Annual Reports (1976).

26 Cambridge Chronicle, Mar 29, 1962.
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A 1934 renovation to %eville Manor added 25 more bedsto the third floor and its manegament wes transferred to the Cambridge

City Hospitd in 1990. The origina nameremained carved in masonry ebove the main entrance until 1993, when the formerly
discreet, but now objectionable "Home for the Aged and Infirm" was carefully covered inamanner designed to protect the
origina material. Now poised for itsthird incarnation in housing the frail ederly, the nurang home will be transformed by its new
owner, Neville Assged Living Limited Partnership into a 71-unit affordable assigted living facility.

(end)

2t [Cambridge Hospital] to Manage Neville Manor," Cambridge Chronicle, St 20, 1990.
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Acreage of Property 2.16 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 323080 4694910

Zone Easti ng Northing Zone Easting Northing
2

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries ofthe property on a continuation sheet.)
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city or town Boston state MA .zip code 021215
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Submit the following items with the completed form:
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Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sl<etch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Neville Assisted Living L P c/o Cambridge Housing Authority
street & number. 675 Massachusetts Avenue . telephone.

city or town. Cambridge . state_MA_ .zip code 02139
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Cambridge Home for the Aged and Infirin
Cambridge, MA

10. Geographical Data
Verbal Boundary Description
Beginning & a point a the northeast corner of parcd; thence,

S27-43-10 W, 222.00 feet; thence
S32-41-44 E, 78.99 fedt; thence
S62-16-50 E. 40.00 feet; thence
S27-43-10 W, 93.33 feet; thence
S 17-16-50 E 144.91 fest; thence
S72-46-11 W, 52.62 fest; thence
N 62-17-00 W, 372.79 feet; thence
N 17-20-31 W, 7248 feet; thence
N 72-42-37 E, 136.70 fest; thence
N 28-01-09 E, 41.13 fest; thence
S62-16-19 E, 67.86 feet; thence

N 50-02-31 E, 40.70 feet; thence
N 27-43-10 E, 267.36 fest; thence
S62-16-50 E, 70.00 feet; thence

N 62-16-50 W, 70.00 feset; thence

S62-16-50 E, 70.00 feet by Concord Ave to the point of beginning.
Containing 93,988 suare feet (2.16 acres)

Such parcd isshown as Lot 1 on a plan entitled "Mayor Michad J. Neville Manor, 650 Concord Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusdits
Proposed New Skilled Nursing Facility," dated October 26, 1999 and prepared by Steffian Bradley Assodiates Inc.

Boundary Jugtification

The boundaries represent the boundaries of the lot on which the building now gits. The ot contains approximatdy 2.16 acres and
includes the original driveway gpproach fi-om Concord Avenue. There was no known landscape plan for the original Ste which hes
experienced changes since 1929, the mog dramitic occurring in 1974. Despite these changes, the building on this lot retains two
critical dements of its original siting: 1) the long view and gpproach leading directly up from Concord Avenue centered on the main
entrance pavilion with acircular drive in front, and 2) itssiting overlooking Fresh Pond to the south. The property south of the
building hes become part of the Fresh Pond Reservation, which is conservation land and will remain open goece

(end)
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1 North eevation, looking south from main drive

2. Wes wing, secondary entry, north devation looking southesst

3 Wes wing, west elevation, looking eest

4. South devation, west wing, looking northwest

5 South devation, west wing and center block, looking northesst

6. South eevation, eest wing, looking north

7. Ead dlevation, east wing, looking southwwest

8 Main entrance pavilion looking southesst

9 Detail, cagt done swag and iron balcony a wes stair hall window, north eevation looking south
10. Looking west a rear of building
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The Commonwealth of Massal dfeuSats® -
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commission

August 29, 2002

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regider of Historic Flaces
Department of theInterior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8"'floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dexr Ms. Shull:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:

Cambridge Home for the Aged and Infirm, Concord Ave., Cambridge (Middlesex), MA
HPCA #6134

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been dgned by the
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State

Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

MHC hes discussed boundary issuesfor this nomination with NR staff.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
M assachusdtts Historical Commisson

Enclosure

(001 Ledie Donovan, Tramont Presarvdion Savicss, coaultant
Chales Qulliven, Cambridge Higoricadl Commisson
Neville Assigted Living Ltd., Camlridge Housng Authority
Laissa Brown, Hanning Board Chair
Anthony Gdlucdo, Mayar, City of Cambxidge

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
vmw.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



