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1. Ntmt of Proptrty
historic name OAKLAND HISTORIC DISTRICT
other names/site number

2. Location Roughly bounded by Fillmore Sty, 19th Ave., Van Buren St., and Grand Ave. 
street & number IN£J not for publication
city, town Phoenix
state Arizona code AZ county Maricopa code zip code B50D7

3. Classification
Ownership of Property
j£ private 

public-local 
public-State 
public-Federal

Category of Property
bulldlng(s) 

J district
site
structure 
object

Name of related multiple property listing:
_________N/A__________

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontrlbutlng 

88 buildings
0 sites

____ structures 
____ objects

88 Total
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed In the National Register __i____

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
£2 nomination EH request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my oojhion, the prppe/ty El meets EH does not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet.

certlfyin 2*> Date

State or Fqdffil agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property EH meets EH does not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

5. National Park Service Certification
I, herjeoy, certify that this property is:

[Q entered in the National Register.
EH See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National
Register. EH See continuation sheet. 

EH determined not eligible for the
National Register.

EH removed from the National Register. 
EH other, (explain:) __________

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling_______
COMMERCE/TRADE; Business___________
RECREATION AND CULTURE; Outdoor 

Recreation

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC; Single Dwelling___________
CQMMERCE/TOADE; Business______________
RECREATION AND CULTURE; Outdoor 

Recreation

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Bungalow/Craftsman

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival Tudor Revival—————————————

foundation 
walls ____

Concrete 
Brick
Stucco

roof_ 
other

Asphalt Shingles

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

SUMMARY

The Oakland Historic District is a residential area composed predomi­ 
nantly of Bungalow Style single-family houses of modest size. The 
district is within an area bounded by Van Buren Street to the south, 
Pierce Street to the north, Grand Avenue to the east, and Nineteenth 
Avenue to the west. Located immediately to the northwest of the 
original Phoenix townsite, the district maintains the setting and 
character of its period of historic significance. University Park with 
its recreational facilities and the Arizona Museum are major architec­ 
tural elements of the district and are of city-wide historic signifi­ 
cance.

DESCRIPTION

The street layout is rational and rectilinear, following the 
precedent set by earlier subdivisions and additions to Phoenix. 
Within the district, Polk, Taylor, and Fillmore Streets run east-west. 
Between Seventeenth Avenue and Grand Avenue, north of Polk, the blocks 
are oriented east-west, while in the remainder of the district they 
are oriented north-south. Throughout the district, lot sizes are 
typical "suburban" residential lots typical of other early Phoenix 
neighborhoods, being 50 to 75 feet wide and 120 to 160 feet deep. 
Most blocks are provided with rear-yard alleys. Building setbacks are 
relatively uniform, and sidewalks are separated from the streets by 
tree lawns which.lend cohesiveness to the streetscape. The cohesive- 
ness of the district is strengthenend by repetition and proximity of 
small, predominately bungalow style houses. There is , however, diver­ 
sity within this framework. There is quite a range of stylistic varia­ 
tion among the bungalows. Toward the east end of the district the 
bungalows mix with early folk houses and a regular mixture of Spanish 
Colonial Revival styles. Toward the west end of the district Spanish 
Colonial Revival houses become more frequent, with curvilinear para­ 
pets becoming a noticable stylistic detail.

University Park is found in the southeast corner of the district,

continuation sheet
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fronting on Van Buren Street. The park includes a pool and a Pueblo 
Revival style poolhouse and Art Moderne Style pumphouse(GM-137.1) in 
its center, as well as the Arizona Museum, another Pueblo Revival 
building, on the Van Buren Street frontage. With baseball fields 
comprising most of the park, open grassy fields with palm trees at the 
perimeter typify most of the park.

At the center of the northern edge of the district is found the 
Judge Tweed House(GM-403), a landmark residence in the neighbor­ 
hood. The structure is one of the oldest remaining homes in Phoenix, 
and a rare Arizona example of a Second Empire style influenced farm­ 
house.

Along the east edge of the district, fronting on Grand Avenue, 
are several historic red brick commercial buildings interspersed 
with intrusive but nondescript modern structures, reflecting the 
historic commercial development pattern along Grand Avenue.

Of the 333 properties in the district, 88 are considered noncon- 
tributors, producing a ratio of about 1 to 3. Noncontributors are 
mainly historic homes which have been altered. Modern intrusions 
also occur within the district, but are not numerous. Noncon- 
tributing properties are scattered evenly throughout the district 
and do not affect its visual integrity.

The district is well-defined by industrial areas and low-integri­ 
ty residential areas to the north, commercial development, modern 
residential development, and major streets on the south and east, 
and commercial/industrial development abutting the district on 
the west, within the district a recognizable and cohesive charac­ 
ter is maintained.
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OAKLAND HISTORIC DISTRICT
Contributing Properties

145.1
146
146.1
147
148
150.1
150.2
150.3
150.4
150.5

.5
151
153
154
155
156
158
159
160.1
161
163
164
165
169
170
171
174
175
176
177
178
180
181
182
182.1
183
185
186

412 N. 13th Avenue 
1309 W. Taylor Street 
BMW. Taylor Street 
1317 W. Taylor 
1321 W. Taylor Street 
1329 W. Taylor Street 
1333 W. Taylor Street 
1335 W. Taylor Street 
1339 W. Taylor Street 
1341 W. Taylor Street 
1347 W. Taylor Street 
1418 W. Polk Street 
1412 W. Polk Street 
1406 W. Polk Street 
1322 W. Polk Street 
1318 W. Polk Street 
1310 W. Polk Street 
1306 W. Polk Street 
1337 W. Fillmore Street 
1329 W. Fillmore Street 
1321 W. Fillmore Street 
1317 W. Fillmore Street 
1313 W. Fillmore Street 
1306 W. Taylor Street 
1310 W. Tayior Street 
1318 W. Taylor Street 
1330 W. Taylor Street 
1336 W. Taylor Street 
1344 W. Taylor Street 
1346 W. Taylor Street 
H45-47 W. Filimore Street 
1129 W. Filimore Street 
1115 W. Filimore Street 

Fillmore Street 
Fillmore Street 
Filimore Street

1111 W 
1109 W 
1105 W 
1034 W Taylor Street
1038 W. Tavior Street

187
188
189
196
197
198
199
200
202
203
205
206
207
208
209
212
213
214
215
235
235.1
236
237
237.1
240
241
242
243
244
245
247
248
249
250
251
oco
~+J £>

253
254
255

1042 W. Taylor Street 
1046 W. Taylor Street 
1048 W. Taylor Street 
1061 W. Taylor Street 
1059 W. Taylor Street 
1053 W. Taylor Street 
1049 W. Taylor Street 
1047 W. Taylor Street 
1029 W. Taylor Street 
1027 W. Taylor Street 
918 W. Polk Street 
1002 W. Polk Street 
1006 W. Polk Street 
1010-12 W. Polk Street 
1014 W. Polk Street 
1034 W. Polk Street 
1038 W. Polk Street 
1202 W. Polk Street 
1206 W. Polk Street 
905 Grand Avenue 
1007 Grand Avenue 
901 Grand Avenue 
1002 W. Van Buren 
1001 W. Polk Street 
338-40 N. 18th Drive 
334 N. 18th Drive 
"330 N. 18th Drive 
326 N. 18th Drive 
322 N. 18th Drive 
318 N. 18th Drive 
321 N. 18th Drive 
325 N. 18th Drive 
329 N. 18th Drive 
333 N. 18th Drive 
337 N. 18th Drive 
401 N. 18th Drive 
405 N. 18th Drive 
409 N. 18th Drive 
413 N. 18th Drive
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256
257
258
259
262
263
264
264.1
265
266
267
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
276
277
278
280
281
282
283
284
286
287
288
289
290
291
292
293
295
296
296.1
297
298.1
299
300
303

417 N. 18th Drive
421-23 N. 18th Drive
425-27 N. 18th Drive
429-31 N. 18th Drive
438 N. 18th Avenue
434 N. 18th Avenue
426 N. 18th Avenue
422 N. 18th Avenue
418 N. 18th Avenue
414 N. 18th Avenue
410 N. 18th Avenue
406 N. 18th Avenue
404 N. 18th Avenue
340 N. 18th Avenue
334 N. 18th Avenue
330 N. 18th Avenue
326 N. 18th Avenue
324 N. 18th Avenue
311 N. 18th Avenue
315 N. 18th Avenue
317 N. 18th Avenue
325 N. 18th Avenue
325 N. 18th Avenue
333-35 N. 18th Avenue
339 N. 18th Avenue
401-3 N. 18th Avenue
413 N. 18th Avenue
417 N. 18th Avenue
421 N. 18th Avenue
425 N. 18th Avenue
429 N. 18th Avenue
433 N. 18th Avenue
437-9 N. 18th Avenue
426 N. 17th Drive
406 N. 17th Drive
402 N. 17th Drive
338 N. 17th Drive
330 N. 17th Drive
322 N. 17th Drive
318-20N. 17th Drive
314 N. 17th Drive
1722 W. Van Buren

304
304.1
305
306
307
308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
320
321
325
326
327
328
329
330
332
334
337
338
339
340
341
342
343
344
345
346
347
348
350
351
353
356
357
358

1714-18 W. Van Buren
1702 W. Van Buren
317 N. 17th Drive
325 N. 17th Drive
329 N. 17th Drive
333 N. 17th Drive
337 N. 17th Drive
401 N. 17th Drive
405 N. 17th Drive
409 N. 17th Drive
415 N. 17th Drive
417 N. 17th Drive
425 N. 17th Drive
433 N. 17th Drive
430-32 N. 17th Avenue
422 N. 17th Avenue
410 N. 17th Avenue
410 N. 17th Avenue
402 N. 17th Avenue
340 N. 17th Avenue
330 N. 17th Avenue
326 N. 17th Avenue
1708 W. Van Buren
344 N. 16th Avenue
332 N. 16th Avenue
328 N. 16th Avenue
324 N. 16th Avenue
320 N. 16th Avenue
316 N. 16th Avenue
312 N. 16th Avenue
323 N. 16th Avenue
327 N. 16th Avenue
331 N. 16th Avenue
335-7 N. 16th Avenue
341 N. 16th Avenue
343 N. 16th Avenue
350 N. Laurel Avenue
346-8 N. Laurel Avenue
330 N. Laurel Avenue
311 N. Laurel Avenue
315 N. Laurel Avenue
319 N. Laurel Avenue
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359 
360
364
365
366
367
368
368.1
368.2
368.3
368.4
369
370
371
372
377
378
379
380
381
382
383
384
385
386
387
389
390
391
392
.393.-"
>i3
394
396
397
397.1
398

325 N. Laurel Avenue 
327 N. Laurel Avenue
343 N. Laurel Avenue
1512 W.
1514 W.
1518 W.
1522 W.
1526 W.
1534 W.
1538 W.
1530 W.
1542 W.
1546 W.
1533 W.
1529 W.
1521 W.
1517 W.
1513-15
1509 W.
1504 W.
1508 W.
1510 W.
1415 W.
1520 W.
1522 W.
1526 W.
1534 W.
1538 W.
1542 W.
1546 W.

Polk Street
Polk Street
Polk Street
Polk Street
Polk Street
Polk Street
Polk Street
Polk Street
Polk Street
Polk Street
Taylor Street
Taylor Street
Taylor Street
Taylor Street
W. Taylor Street
Taylor Street
Taylor Street
Taylor Street
Taylor Street
Taylor Street
Taylor Street
Taylor Street
Taylor Street
Taylor Street
Taylor Street
Taylor Street
Taylor Street

404 
405
406
407.1
408
409
410
412
423.1
500
501
506
514
515
516
517
520
521
522
523
525
528
534
538
544

1646 W. Taylor Street 
1642 W. Taylor Street
1538 W. Taylor Street
1634 W. Taylor Street
1626 W. Taylor Street
1622 W. Taylor Street
1618 W. Taylor Street
1610 W. Taylor Street
409 N. 16th Avenue
436 N. 17th Drive
434 N. 17th Drive
1609 W. Polk Street
1506 W. Filimore
1502 W. Filimore
1346 W. Filimore
1342 W. Filimore
1322 W. Filimore
1320 W. Filimore
1314 W. Filimore
1310 W. Filimore
1302 W. Filimore
1132 W. Filimore
1131-35 W. Filimore
1015 Grand Avenue
1007 W. Taylor Street
1309 W. Polk Street
1213 W. Polk Street
1211 W. Polk Street

315-17 N7 . 16th Avenue
1545 W.
1541 W.
1537 W.
1533 W.
1529 W.
1527 W.

Filimore
Filimore
Filimore
Filimore
Filimore
Filimore

399
399.1
400
401
403

1521-23 W. Filimore 
1517 W. Filimore 
1515 W. Filimore 
1505 W. Filimore 
1611 W. Filimore
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Non-Contributing Properties

145
146.1
152
162
167
168
172
173
179
184
190
191
192
193
194
195
201
201.1
204
210
264.2
279
284.1
285
293.1
293.2
294
294.1
296.2
298
314.1
315.1
320.1
322
324
328.1
333
335

414-16 N. 13th Avenue 
1313 W. Taylor Street 
1414 W. Polk Street 
1325 W. Fillmore 
1307 W. Fillmore 
1302 W. Taylor Street 
1322 W. Taylor Street 
1326 W. Taylor Street 
1139 W. Fillmore 
1028 W. Taylor Street 
1056 W. Taylor Street 
1056 W. Taylor Street 
1060-64 W. Taylor Street 
501 W. Taylor Street 
505 W. Taylor Street 
1069 W. Taylor Street 
1041 W. Taylor Street 
1039 W. Taylor Street 
912 W. Polk Street 
1018 W. Polk Street 
430 N. 18th Avenue 
323 N. 18th Avenue 
405 N. 18th Avenue 
409 N. 18th Avenue 
422 N. 17th Drive 
418 N. 17th Drive 
414 N. 17th Drive 
410-12 N. 17th Drive 
334 N. 17th Drive 
326 N. 17th Drive 
421 N. 17th Drive 
429 N. 17th Drive 
426 N. 17th Avenue 
418 N. 17th Avenue 
414 N. 17th Avenue 
334 N. 17th Avenue 
1611 W. Polk Street 
340 N. 16th Avenue

349
352
361
362
363
388
407
411
412.1
412.2
412.3
417.1
430
432.1
502
504
505
507
509
512
513
518
519
524
527
529
531
533
535
536
537
539
542
543
545
546
547
548

1557 W. Polk Street 
336 N. Laurel Avenue 
331 N. Laurel Avenue 
335 N. Laurel Avenue 
339 N. Laurel Avenue 
1530 W. Taylor Street 
1630 W. Taylor Street 
1614 W. Taylor Street 
1606 W. Taylor Street 
1602 W. Taylor Street 
1601 W. Taylor Street 
1629 W. Taylor Street 
1614 W. Polk Street 
1602 W. Polk Street 
430 N. 17th Drive 
313 N. 17th Drive 
318 N. 17th Avenue 
336 N 16th Avenue 
1539-53 W. Taylor Street 
1525 W. Taylor Street 
420 W. Taylor Street 
1334 W. Fillmore 
1330 W. Fillmore 
1306 W. Fillmore 
1140 W. Fillmore 
535 N. 15th Avenue 
1333 W. Fillmore 
511 N. 13th Avenue 
1119-23 W. Fillmore 
1025 Grand Avenue 
1023 Grand Avenue 
1325 W. Taylor Street 
1021 W. Taylor Street 
1017 W. Taylor Street 
923 Grand Avenue 
1402 W.Polk Street 
1314 W. Polk Street 
1210 W. Polk Street
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549 1042-46 W. Polk Street
550 1030 W. Polk Street
551 1020 W. Polk Street



8. Statement of Significance___________________________
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

OnationaNy EH statewide

Applicable National Register Criteria f"x|A I~|B I~|C

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DA OB Oc OD OE OF

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Comnunity Planning and Development 1885-1941

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person , Architect/Builder
N/A ,

State significance off property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods off significance noted above.

SUMMARY

The working-class residential neighborhoods created in Phoenix at the 
turn-of-the century are well-represented in the Oakland Historic 
District. This neighborhood with a gridiron street plan contains a 
mixture of Bungalow Style and Spanish Colonial Revival homes as well 
as a number of Panel Brick Commercial buildings along the northwest­ 
ern alignment of Grand Avenue. The several subdivisions included 
within the district are connected by the east-west alignment of Polk 
Street which is the common route to University Park at the east end. 
The district's development resulted from patterns and influences 
unique to Phoenix during the city's early growth. The resulting 
neighborhood environment reflects growth influenced primarily by real 
estate speculation and market demand rather than by formal urban 
planning.

The Oakland Historic District's subdivision and development history 
demonstrates the evolution of real estate speculation strategies from 
low-density agricultural subdivisions of the 1880s to higher-density 
suburban neighborhoods of the 1910s and 1920s. The speed and scale of 
Phoenix 1 growth at the turn-of-the-century increased so dramatically 
that real estate speculators, developers, and homebuilders were forced 
to react with new subdivision patterns and construction methods. 
Also, architectural diversity demonstrates the rapid shift in stylis­ 
tic popularity and marketability during the development period.

The Oakland Historic District is eligible for listing on the National 
Register under Criterion A within the context of planning and develop­ 
ment in Phoenix, 1886-1938. Its period of significance begins with the 
platting of Bryan Place and Homestead Place in 1886, includes the 
subsequent subdivision and development of large agricultural parcels 
and ends with the completion of University Park improvements in 1938.

EG See continuation sheet



9. Malor Bibliographical References

Previous documentation on file (NP8):
D preliminary determination of Individual lilting (36 CFR 67)

hat been requeeted
previously lilted In the National Regliter
previously determined eligible by the National Reglater
designated a National Historic Landmark 

_ recorded by Hletorlc American Buildings
Survey # _______________________ 

I I recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record *

ee continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: 
x state historic preservation office

Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
Other 

Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 84

UTM References
A 11.21 13 19 ,7 18 .4 ,0 I |3 ,7 |0 .2 |0 ,7 .0 I 

Zone Easting Northing
C 11.21 13 |9 ,9 |2 ,5 ,0 | I 3, 7| 0,1| 8. 7, 0|

B II .2 I 13 19 .9 10 ,4 ,0 I 13 i7 |0 .2 |0 18 iO I
Zone Easting Northing

D 11.21 1319,911.0.51 13.710.116,7,51

EH See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description 

See attached map.

I I See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

I I See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared Bv
name/title Robert G. Graham
organization Don W. Ryden, AIA/Architects . Inc. date
Street & numbsr b^SN. 4th Ave. , Suite A 
city or town Phoenix

telephone. 
state Arizona

602/253-5381
zip code

*U.S.OPO:1988-0-223-918
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Associated with the platting of Homestead Place is the property's 
owner Judge Charles A. Tweed and the Second Empire Style homestead 
house he built there in 1881. Tweed's house(GM-403), often reputed to 
be the oldest surviving house in Phoenix, is individually listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places.

BACKGROUND OF EARLY PHOENIX RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

Subdivision development and speculation of real estate was a major 
economic activity in early Phoenix. In the rapidly growing city of 
the 1880s and of the 1900s through 1920s there was much profit to be 
made from the purchase, holding, resale, subdivision, and parceling 
out of land. Agricultural land was bought and held, and resold as the 
city grew toward it; when an area became easily accessible to the 
business district, through walking, streetcar lines, and later, auto­ 
mobiles, the area could be subdivided and replatted into denser resi­ 
dential lots.

Residential land was sold both to speculative builders and directly to 
homeowners. The key selling points for residential lots were loca­ 
tion, size, and building restrictions. In the era before the automo­ 
bile, the most desirable properties clustered around the central 
business district, or close to the streetcar lines that tied them to 
the downtown area. In neighborhoods catering to wealthier clients, 
deed restrictions required houses of a certain cost to be built, thus 
ensuring a minimum quality for the residences in the area. Subdivi­ 
sions marketed toward speculative builders and landlords commonly had 
no such restrictions.

The typical layout of a residential subdivision in Phoenix in the 
years between 1890 and 1930 was quite simple. Most residential lots 
in Phoenix had a 50-foot frontage, while normal lot depths varied from 
120 to 200 feet. The streets, as a rule, were laid out in a rectilin­ 
ear grid system oriented to the cardinal compass points and in align­ 
ment with the streets of adjacent subdivisions.

The development of Phoenix 1 earliest additions and subsequent subdivi­ 
sions followed the natural growth patterns of the city from its origin 
in 1870, when the Phoenix Townsite was platted where downtown is 
today. The townsite was the nucleus of a community formed as a result 
of the restoration of a prehistoric Hohokam Indian canal system, which 
made farming possible in this arid Sonoran Desert region. In the
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years that followed, virtually all the lands surrounding the townsite 
were homesteaded by pioneers to the area. These homesteads would one 
day be platted as additions to the townsite and then be further subdi­ 
vided as suburban residential lots.

The original Phoenix Townsite plan clearly set the precedent for the 
design and layout of the adjacent subdivisions that were platted 
before 1900. The townsite was based on the cadastral survey system 
with its north, east, and west boundaries at section lines, and its 
southern boundary and central north-south road at half section lines.

The Townsite plan was a rectangular shape, completely symmetrical in 
its street and block layout. Its design was intended to allow for 
equally advantageous expansion of the townsite on all four sides. 
Major thoroughfares (100 feet wide) included two east-west avenues and 
four north-south avenues.

The pattern of square blocks and the designation of certain roads as 
thoroughfares was repeated in early adjacent subdivisions, therefore 
reinforcing the planning concept of the Phoenix Townsite. That pat­ 
tern can be seen in additions extending nearly a mile in each direc­ 
tion from the townsite.

As Phoenix grew around its downtown core, new residential subdivisions 
were added to the city. The quarter-sections adjacent to the townsite 
were the first additions to the City of Phoenix. Some of the addi­ 
tions were originally subdivided before there was pressure for dense 
residential development in the immediate area. The large size of the 
lots was such that a more rural lifestyle was possible than in the 
center of the city. A plentiful supply of water was close at hand 
from the Salt River Valley Canal and Grand Canal. The introduction in 
1893 of electric streetcars to the 1887 Phoenix Street Railway Company 
lines added to the desirability of owning a "garden lot" outside the 
original townsite.

Although Phoenix 1 canal system made it possible to farm the desert, 
the cycle of flood and drought slowed the city's development until 
1911, just before statehood, when the completion of Roosevelt Dam 
ensured a constant and steady water supply to the entire Salt River 
Valley. A building boom followed, as more subdivisions were added to 
the city to meet a seemingly unending demand for single-family houses. 
During this period of growth based on reclamation projects, various 
parts of the earliest large-lot additions were being replatted for a
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denser residential use. The large multi-acre parcels were subdivided 
into lots of a size comfortable for houses, typically 50 x 135 feet.

With the advent of the automobile and the movement from owner-built to 
developer-built housing, the patterns of land subdivision changed 
significantly. Residential lots became somewhat standardized and 
slightly larger in response to the market demands of a substantial 
middle-class population. Housing lot designs incorporated space for 
automobiles. Parks and public space planning shifted from passive, 
central plazas to recreation oriented neighborhood parks. Local 
retail stores, corner markets, gasoline stations and schools became 
integral parts of twentieth-century subdivision planning. In addi­ 
tion, adequate, modern utilities were prerequisites for any growing 
urban center such as Phoenix. Allowances for utilities in the form of 
public rights-of-way and alleys became typical components of subdivi­ 
sion planning.

THE SUBDIVISION HISTORY OF OAKLAND HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Bryan Place

The earliest platting of a subdivision now part of the Oakland Histor­ 
ic District was that of Bryan Place in 1886. This quarter section of 
former homestead land is located at the northwest corner of the Phoe­ 
nix Townsite and as such is not in direct alignment with the original 
gridiron street pattern. Without the influence of the formal urban 
street pattern, Mrs. Vina Brown decided to subdivide her property into 
five-, ten-, and forty-acre agricultural parcels to sell as suburban 
subsistence farms.

Mrs. Brown's vision of agricultural development immediately adjacent 
to the Phoenix Townsite proved to be short-sighted. Bryan Place was 
caught up in the suburban speculation boom which accompanied the 
construction of the Arizona Canal by the Arizona Improvement Company. 
This visionary company, controlled by William J. Murphy, Moses H. 
Sherman, and W.D. Fulwiler, imagined more profitable development of 
Bryan Place in a new residential and commercial subdivision to be 
known as University Addition.

University Addition

The University Addition is located in the southeast quarter of Section 
6 and is bounded by Van Buren and Roosevelt Streets from seventh to
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fifteenth Avenues. The subdivision was surveyed, platted and recorded 
in March 1887. Ownership of the addition was controlled by the Arizona 
Improvement Company, and the plat was filed with the County Recorder 
at the request of M.H. Sherman, then president of the company. In 
February 1889 a replat of the northwest quarter of University Addition 
was filed by W.D.Fulwiler. Fulwiler was a close associate of W.J. 
Murphy who held controlling interest in the Arizona Improvement Compa­ 
ny. Both original plat maps were drawn by C.J. Dyer.

W.J. Murphy conceived of University Addition as the gateway to the 
real estate empire he created northwest of Phoenix based upon the 
irrigation of 100,000 acres of desert by his Arizona Canal. Murphy 
not only dreamed big, but also acted big. His Arizona Improvement 
Company established two agricultural colonies, Glendale and Peoria, in 
the newly irrigated area. Colonists from Illinois were the initial 
farmer/settlers there. To connect the new farm communities to the 
railroad and distribution markets in Phoenix, Murphy's company con­ 
structed Grand Avenue, a broad boulevard envisioned to be lined with 
businesses and fine homes. This major market road originated at the 
northwest corner of the townsite, cut through the University Addition 
in a northwesterly alignment, passed through miles of fields, and 
reached Glendale and Peoria at its terminus. In addition to road 
building, the Arizona Improvement Company was granted by the Town 
Council the franchises to install and operate the municipal waterworks 
and the mule-drawn street railway system.

The University Addition's proximity to the original Phoenix Townsite, 
its location at the beginning of Grand Avenue, and its accessibility 
by the street railway line provided a good location for residential 
homesites. The addition was also intended to be the location of the 
Methodist Episcopal University, and a block facing Van Buren 
Street(the Yuma Road) was reserved for that purpose. A university was 
never established; University Park was established in 1921 and in 1927 
the Arizona Museum (GM-237.1) was also constructed on that site.

Large residences were constructed before 1900 in parts of the addi­ 
tion, primarily fronting Seventh Avenue or Van Buren Street. By 1901, 
there were approximately 50 buildings located in the subdivision. In 
1911 the number of buildings had increased to about 80, including the 
West End School (later called the Fillmore Street School). By 1915, 
the number of buildings had jumped to over 300.

Commercial development along the Grand Avenue frontage was slow; by
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1915 no commercial buildings had been developed north of Polk Street. 
Increased automobile traffic along Grand Avenue in the 1920s and 1930s 
was the incentive for additional commercial development for most of 
the length of the Avenue located within the subdivision. Three histor­ 
ic commercial buildings still exist which symbolize this trend. They 
are the Village Shoe Repair/Kelley Cleaners (GM-235), built in 1929, 
1007 Grand Avenue (GM-235.1), built between 1925 and 1934, and the 
Durand Grocery (GM-236), built in 1915.

Homestead Place

Homestead Place, also known as Tweed's Subdivision of the Southwest 
Quarter of Section 6, was recorded in 1886. The property was owned by 
Judge Charles A. Tweed, who occupied a large frame dwelling near the 
center of the quarter section. The 1881 house (GM-403) exists as the 
oldest building in the Oakland Historic District. Homestead Place was 
surveyed by William A. Hancock, who also platted the original Phoenix 
Townsite. Tweed and Hancock were partners in a law practice in Phoenix 
until Tweed's death in 1887.

The addition consisted of four square blocks, each divided into eight 
five-acre small farm lots. The blocks were separated by seventeenth 
Avenue and Fillmore Street, and bounded on the west by nineteenth 
Avenue and the east by fifteenth Avenue. The southern half of the 
addition was replatted into four subdivisions beginning in 1909.

Westlawn

The first subdivision of agricultural lots in Homestead Place as 
suburban residential lots occurred in 1887 with the replatting of Lots 
7 and 8 as Harbert's Subdivision. (Harbert's is not a portion of the 
Oakland Historic District). Not until 1909 did a quick succession of 
subdivisions appear following the suburban pattern of residential 
lots, streets, and alleys. The earliest such subdivision represented 
in the district was Westlawn, recorded by Lewis Raffe on June 7, 1909. 
Forty-eight residential lots faced north or south on McKinley, Pierce, 
and Fillmore Streets. The area was surveyed by Herbert R. Patrick.

Capitola Place

Capitola Place was the subdivision of Lots 2 and 3 in Block I of 
Homestead Place. It was recorded in 1909 by Charles B. Christy. Omar 
A. Turney provided the survey and plat map. The subdivision included
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49 lots fronting on two new streets, sixteenth Avenue and Laurel 
Avenue. Most of the lots were built upon between 1921 and 1935. The 
slow pace is attributed to the availability of more desirable lots in 
other parts of Phoenix, coupled with the continual flooding of the 
west Phoenix area by Cave Creek.

Oakland

In 1910, the Phoenix Realty Company and J.C. Wright, owners of all of 
Block II, recorded the Oakland Subdivision. It included eight blocks 
bounded by seventeemth Avenue and nineteenth Avenue north of Van Buren 
Street. The rectangular blocks were separated by dedicated streets 
called Willow Avenue (seventeenth Drive), eighteenth Avenue, and 
Oakland Drive (eighteenth Drive). Polk Street extends east-west 
midway through the subdivision. The plat provided for 133 residential 
lots facing east or west along the new streets. No substantial devel­ 
opment of the lots occurred until after 1923 when Cave Creek Dam was 
completed. By 1938 almost all of the lots had been built upon with 
small Bungalow and Period Revival Style homes. The Oakland Subdivi­ 
sion forms the core of the Oakland Historic Residential District.

Westlawn Annex

Westlawn Annex was surveyed in 1911 by Herbert R. Patrick. It was 
recorded by the U.S. Land, Title and Legacy Company and by R.M. Gates, 
who were joint owners of the property. Westlawn Annex was a subdivi­ 
sion of Lots 7 and 8 in Block I and is composed of two rectangular 
blocks with 24 lots each. The lots face Polk, Taylor or Fillmore 
Streets. Most homes were built between 1911 and 1926.

East Oakland

The East Oakland Subdivision was recorded in 1925 at the peak of a 
residential construction boom. It is located between sixteenth and 
sventeenth Avenues south of Fillmore Street. As the Phoenix Realty 
Company, Isaac Forney and Landon Woodmansee were the joint owners of 
what were Lots 5 and 6 of Block I, Homestead Place. At the time, 
Woodmansee was the owner of the Judge Tweed house, and the land was 
commonly known as the Woodmansee Farm. Although the name "East Oak­ 
land" implies that it was an extension of its namesake, its street and 
lot layout relates identically with Westlawn Annex to the east. It 
provided lots on two blocks sufficient for an additional 46 resi­ 
dences. Nearly all lots were built upon by 1937.
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DEVELOPMENTAL INFLUENCES IN THE OAKLAND HISTORIC DISTRICT

The history of local growth and change within the historic district 
can be closely linked to forces of change which affected the city, 
state, and nation. The reactions of real estate developers and specu­ 
lators to the changing economic, social, and political climate are 
reflected in the physical manifestation of the residential neighbor­ 
hood.

An optimistic outlook pervaded the young community of Phoenix in the 
"boom years" of 1880 through 1892. During this period vast opportuni­ 
ties for agricultural development appeared with completion of the 
Arizona Canal in 1884 by William J. Murphy's Arizona Improvement 
Company. Agriculture was the economic base of the town. More arable 
land meant more available jobs in farming and, even more important, in 
related services of support, marketing, and shipping. In 1888 Phoenix 
was linked by rail for the first time to the Southern Pacific trans­ 
continental line by the Maricopa and Phoenix Railroad. This portal to 
the nation opened a regional market for agricultural products and a 
source of processed building materials previously unavailable.

In 1889 Phoenix was made the Territorial capital, thus solidifying the 
town's position as the political as well as commercial focus of Arizo­ 
na. Phoenix's infrastructure of roads, utilities, and public transit 
also began at this time. M.A. Sherman's Phoenix Street Railway Compa­ 
ny established mule-drawn streetcars in 1887 and converted to electric 
trolleys in 1893, extending service far beyond the townsite. The 
alignment of the new streetcar lines was not only a reaction to the 
existing patterns of homes and businesses but also a catalyst for 
development in areas previously unserved. Just as the canal builders 
invested in the farmland to be irrigated, so too the street railway 
builders speculated in the residential property to be served.

The creation of Bryan Place and Homestead Place in 1886 northwest of 
the original townsite is a significant demonstration of a nineteenth- 
century conservative approach to real estate development. The subdi- 
viders of quarter section homesteads into suburban subsistence farm 
parcels did not recognize the rapid growth of the urban core in re­ 
sponse to increased irrigated agriculture and commerce.

In dramatic contrast, the purchase and replatting in total of agricul­ 
tural Bryan Place as residential University Addition in 1887 by valley
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boosters demonstrated a very early expression of speculator confidence 
in the future of the young farm town. Homestead Place did not begin 
to be replatted significantly as suburban neighborhood subdivisions 
until 1909. Its transformation was later than Bryan Place for several 
reasons. Homestead Place was a half-mile further west of the town- 
site's urban development; it was not served by the street railway nor 
was it on the market road to Glendale and Peoria; it was more suscep­ 
tible to flooding by the Cave Creek floodway; and its owners were not 
inclined toward risk or able to develop infrastructure. Thus Homestead 
Place was quietly held for speculation and sold in blocks to small- 
scale neighborhood developers in the early decades of the twentieth 
century.

The boom years were not destined to last in Phoenix, for like the 
nation, the local economy suffered due to the Financial Panic of 1893. 
Furthermore local farmers were devastated by a series of natural 
disasters; the Salt River flood of 1891 which destroyed the earthen 
dams and canal heads, and two droughts in 1894 through 1898 and 1901 
through 1904 which destroyed two-thirds of the valley's fields. 
Additionally, the Cave Creek flood in 1905 inundated most of Phoenix 
west of Seventh Avenue including the recently completed Capitol build­ 
ing (1901). The few bright spots during these "years of uncertainty" 
were the completion in 1895 of the Santa Fe, Prescott and Phoenix 
Railroad which connected Phoenix to the Atlantic & Pacific transconti­ 
nental rail line and the passage of the 1902 National Reclamation Act 
plus the organization of the Salt River Valley Water Users Association 
which led to the construction of Roosevelt Dam.

As a result of the tightening of loan requirements very little house 
construction or lot sales occurred in the Oakland District between 
1893 and 1906. For speculators and developers, this was an unsettled 
time of reflection and repositioning in hopes of better times ahead as 
foreshadowed by the movement for major reclamation projects.

The construction of Roosevelt Dam brought vital stability to the water 
supply and hence, growth to Phoenix. The dedication of the dam in 
1911 was symbolic of the beginning of Phoenix's emergence as a for­ 
midable western city. It was the cornerstone of the first significant 
building boom in the city's history. Furthermore, Arizona's admission 
to the United States in 1912 increased the city's political importance 
and created the need for many more governmental workers and support 
services.
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The progress toward assuring a reliable water supply stirred the 
entrenched landholders into action. The construction of Roosevelt Dam 
(1906-11) was the signal that better economic times were on the hori­ 
zon. Block-holding speculators began sealing residential lots in 
existing subdivisions west of Seventh Avenue. By 1909 sixteen new 
subdivisions were opened around the city. By 1914 the number grew to 
37. From 1905 to 1913 the number of real estate companies doubled. 
By 1920 Phoenix boasted eighty real estate offices. Among the most 
prominent were E.J. Bennitt, Greene and Griffin, Dwight B. Heard, Hill 
and Claflin, and N.A. Morford.

It was during Phoenix's "reclamation years" that the first general 
contracting companies appeared consolidating the individual construc­ 
tion tradesmen. Until this time individual lot owners usually would 
contract with each trade separately to construct a house which was 
either architect-designed or copied from a pattern book. Now the 
aspiring homeowner could rely upon a single contractor to be responsi­ 
ble for coordination of trades.

Growth in the construction industry was dramatic during this period. 
Many burgeoning businesses were small operations or specialized trades 
such as concrete, cement, and brick contractors. Building companies 
also appeared for the first time in Phoenix history and undertook 
speculative residential construction in the expanding subdivisions.

Homebuilders, Inc. was the earliest and most prominent of these busi­ 
nesses. It was established in 1910 by realtors Greene and Griffin, 
with R.H. Greene as president. Homebuilders Inc. constructed modern 
houses on lots owned by Greene and Griffin or by the Phoenix Realty 
Company, who then sold the improved lots on the easy payment plan. To 
offset the housing shortage brought on by Phoenix's increased popula­ 
tion, speculative duplexes, or "double houses", were also built by 
Homebuilders Inc. For the first time rental houses became a popular, 
profitable investment opportunity in the Phoenix market.

Greene and Griffin in association with Homebuilders Inc. were actively 
marketing speculative housing throughout the city in the 1910s. They 
catered to a wide variety of homebuyers: upper-class in the Roosevelt 
neighborhood; middle-class in F.Q. Story and Woodland neighborhoods; 
and the working-class of Oakland.

During this period the popular, economic use of concrete for buildings 
as well as street paving led to the establishment of the Maricopa
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Concrete Company, and J.C. Steele and Company. Steele's business 
was the most prolific and long-lasting of the concrete construction 
firms.

With a renewal of economic vigor in Phoenix based upon reclamation 
projects and statehood, sluggish real estate speculation turned to 
frantic residential development in the Oakland area during the second 
decade of the century. The development of the Atcheson, Topeka, and 
Santa Fe Railroad maintenance yard at Nineteenth Avenue and Fillmore 
Street provided many jobs for blue-collar workers. Additionally, 
expanded employment opportunities accompanied the new industrial zone 
which sprang up along the Nineteenth Avenue alignment of the rail 
line. The first major industrial development in the vicinity was 
Standard Oil Company, followed by businesses such as Valley Lumber and 
Capitol Foundry. Subdivisions within Homestead Place developed in 
response to the new demand in the Teens and Twenties for working-class 
housing near the industrial zone. A significant number of railroad 
workers have been documented as residents in the Oakland Historic 
District.

Increased activity in newly formed state government agencies also 
contributed to the expanding work force which needed housing near the 
Capitol after 1912. An unusual example of housing for government 
"workers" is the Oakland Apartments (GM-305) in the Oakland Subdivi­ 
sion. This two-story apartment house contained eight suites which 
were rented primarily to legislators from outlying regions of the 
state. This building was home away from home to many lawmakers during 
annual legislative sessions.

The reclamation years saw the most significant development of suburban 
residential subdivisions in the Oakland Historic District with the 
platting of Westlawn and Capitola Place in 1909, Oakland in 1910 and 
Westlawn Annex in 1911. These subdivisions as well as a great portion 
of University Addition, were nearly built out prior to World War I 
with bungalows. Many of their tree-lined streets were paved with 
concrete rather than asphalt. Several concrete streets have survived 
including: Seventeenth Drive, from Van Buren to Fillmore; Seventeenth 
Avenue from Van Buren to Polk; and Taylor from Grand Avenue to Seven­ 
teenth Avenue.

The third decade of the twentieth century is significant as a period 
in which Phoenix was transformed from a town into a metropolitan city 
and a major Southwest distributing center. At the close of World War
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I, Phoenix endured a short-lived depression, brought on in part by the 
national economic trends and locally by a dramatic slump in cotton 
prices.

The latter factor had a significant effect on Phoenix's growth, and 
the years between 1919 and 1921 were slow ones for building. The local 
shortage of new homes, at a time when the city's population was grow­ 
ing to nearly 30,000 persons, led to an "orgy of rent profiteering".

When the economy began to stabilize in the early 1920s, new residen­ 
tial construction reached all time highs. In 1920 Phoenix building 
developers began to make rapid strides toward the solution of the 
housing problem. That year 813 new houses, valued at $1,500,000 were 
constructed in Phoenix. Many were multi-family dwellings providing 
homes for over 1000 families, by the end of 1925 building permits 
totaled $3,183,000 in construction value.

The growth of Phoenix immediately after World War I and through the 
1920s was also measured by the number of public services and institu­ 
tions, schools, churches, and parks which were built. In 1923 there 
were seventeen grammar schools within the City of Phoenix. In 1916 
the city's modest inventory of parks and recreation facilities includ­ 
ed only Eastlake Park, Library Park, Riverside Park, and Woodland 
Park.

The development of city parks became a major issue in the 1920s, due 
in part to the rapidly expanding residential districts and the limited 
number of existing parks. The planning for expansion during this 
period was realized in the parks construction and development program 
of the 1920s.

University Park, an eight-acre park purchased by the City in 1921. 
The park was intended to be a district athletic area for the west side 
of Phoenix. A swimming pool was built in 1927, a bathhouse construct­ 
ed in 1934 and a pumphouse was built in 1936. Also in 1936, two 
tennis courts were built to augment two existing courts (the first 
public tennis courts in Phoenix, ca. 1928), in addition to three 
softball diamonds, a baseball diamond, badminton, basketball; and 
volleyball courts, eight horseshoe pits, and children's playground 
equipment. Additions completed the bathhouse design in 1938.

The park site was originally intended (in 1886) as the location for a 
Methodist Episcopal university, but the school never materialized.
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Thus when the city bought the property the facility became known as 
University Park. It has the distinction of being the first Phoenix 
park to be initially designed as an active recreation park rather than 
as a passive public plaza.

A significant civic amenity located in University Park is the Arizona 
Museum (GM-237.1), the first privately developed history museum in 
Phoenix. Built in 1927 of adobe and detailed in the Craftsman manner, 
the Pueblo Revival style museum was designed by prominent Phoenix 
architects Fitzhugh and Byron. Although the initial building was never 
expanded further, it was originally planned for phased growth, forming 
a courtyard with additions to the rear.

With the elimination of the Cave Creek flood hazard and with the 
building boom in the mid-1920s, construction of Period Revival Style 
homes practically completed the vacant parcels of land within the 
Oakland Historic District. In addition, the popularity of the automo­ 
bile had a district effect on residential site planning and on the 
commercial development of arterial streets like Grand Avenue. Repre­ 
sentative neighborhood retail stores on Grand Avenue include: the 
Village Shoe Repair/Kelly Cleaner (GM-235) , the Durand Grocery (GM- 
236), and the store at 1007 Grand Avenue (GM-235. 1). Two neighborhood 
grocery stores along Fifteenth Avenue still stand in the heart of the 
district at 1346 W. Fillmore(GM-516) and 1346 W. Taylor Street.

The building boom in Phoenix came to an abrupt halt in about 1930 
following the Stock Market Crash of October 1929. The Great Depres­ 
sion was most severe in Phoenix from 1931 to 1933. Although the local 
economy rebounded quickly from the Depression and the population count 
remained on the increase, development was limited to low-rise commer­ 
cial infill, auto-oriented businesses along the primary highways and 
major intersections, and some residences. Work projects of the New 
Deal had a profound effect on the economy and image of Phoenix begin­ 
ning in about 1933. Furthermore, in 1938 a major addition was con­ 
structed on the rear of the State Capitol to accommodate a growing 
number of agencies and workers.

INTEGRITY

The evolution of residential development and real estate speculation 
within the former agricultural areas of Bryan Place and Homestead 
Place is represented by the architecture, street layout, and public 
spaces of the Oakland Historic District. This area is characterized
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as having a varying density of houses with high integrity in fair to 
good condition. The district exhibits three distinct character areas 
defined by age an4 architectural style and by later infill develop­ 
ment. As expected the oldest area, east of Fifteenth Avenue contains 
Victorian and Neo-Colonial houses with scattered bungalows and modern 
intrusions. These historic buildings have also received some altera­ 
tions and additions.

The central portion of the district, between Fifteenth and Seventeenth 
Avenues, contains the latest development primarily existing of bunga­ 
lows with some Period Revival houses. In fact, it appears that the 
block on the southside of Taylor Street between Sixteenth and Seven­ 
teenth Avenues was developed as a complete row of bungalows by a 
single homebuilder. The similarity and integrity of this block of 
houses projects a very "strong sense of place."

The west end of the district, Oakland Subdivision itself, displays 
great continuity of bungalows and Period Revival style houses having 
the greatest integrity and best condition. Its larger lots, its more 
expensive houses, and its isolation from the central and east portions 
based on street orientation, are the principal reasons for the high 
integrity of the west end of the district.

Taken as a whole the three portions of the district demonstrate well 
the influences upon real estate speculation and housing development in 
early Phoenix.
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Kntx All Men By These Presents: That Ihe Pheentf ,,. 
Realty Cempany, a ctrporahon; Isaac Forney and ~~~' 
Francs M. Forney, his wife; London X rYoodman- 
see and Mannie J. tYoodmansee, his wife; be­ 
ing the several owners ifltfs S end 6, Block/, 
Htmestcaa1 P/ace, ep/atofivhich is ef record 
in the effice ef the County Recorder. Mari- 
cepff County, dr/rona, in Book / of Maps, 
Page 26, hare caused said premises ft he sun- , 
reyed, subdivided andp/afted as shewn on fne ' 
accompanying plat, which said premises shall 
hereafter be knt*n as £AST OAKLAND, 

- en J hereby dec/are that seie'plel'sets ftrtb foe bcaiite 
anJtim Me dmens/ens tfall left, t/eslct. sfrttfr. erenuis 
end alleys umliMi/y serf £AST OAKLAND^ tnJ thrf ttth tot 
ani/bltck shall te knetm by ihe number, en/each street 
pnef erenue by the name (b erent finn ft each respectively 
in s aid plot, and (hat (heaferetau/firr/ies hereby Jtdiceh 
if fhepublic fer tf} use, allstreifs. arenues anda/hys ten- 
itifuting sail/ EAST 6AKLAHD, taJibefeaeh fiftni/Ueek 
jftaffte fmttm by /henumbtt; andtte/i street andtrtnat by 
the name fhtmojiren beach respectively in seitfplat, aa</ 
faa/ foe afireseiJftrfies etrtby deificritfeftiepi/itit ftrii 
use, all streets, arent/et oaf ef/eys fhentnshtm; aatffhe 
Beon/ef Trustees ef 5c6telDistrictNi I, Maricepa Ctunty, 
.Ariiffnec, being fit timer efLffJrBhekltfsaidHemesteao' 
Place, hereby efecfiufes ft fhepuilic ffrifs use that por­ 
tion ef'said Let4; Block I shetvn on the accompanU' 
ing plat as a portion ef Pef/f Street

In witness whereof the a fore said par ties hare 
htreun/e set their nernds onaf sea/s this____day 
,f____ ^
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LIT* fit I HOMCSrtAD PtACE

'(J. t int MfBlfy. Htmtsttwl Pltct
\KLihtCapittJaflace.
PLACE

PHOENIX REAL TY CDMPAM 
By John R. Hampton 

President 
Hoie.1 M. R auburn

Secretary 
iiooc- Fornen__
Frances M. fornen 
London Y Y«(e»dmon»te

BOARD Of T/?U3T££S Of 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. I 
By W. C. Hornberger

President
L.D. Dameron

Secretary
%& Twitched

Forney, his wife, and L an don Y Wooctmansee end 
Nannie J. Woedmansee, his wife, whose names are su6~ 
scri&ed to the fereaoiny instrument and acfrnoir/edeed 
that they executed the same for fhepurpese and con­ 
sideration there/n expressed.

Given under my harnd and sea/efo ffi'ce this 
27th day of 4pri/ /9Z6

Member

ss
Har>nit J. Wttdmonstt 

STATE OF ARIZONA 
COUHTY DFMARICOPA /'

Before me D. H' Mu/hern, a flctary Puh/ie in and 
for the County efMarictper, Arizona, on this daypersot)' 
ally appeared John R. Hampton and ttaeelM.ffayhurn 
whose names are subscribed te the foregoing instrument 
as President and Secretary, respectively, tf the Phoe­ 
nix f?ea/ty Company, tr corporaf/en, named in said 
instrument, and acknowledged that they as such of­ 
ficers of seeid corporation executed the same fbrserid. 
corporation for the purpose and consideration therein 
expressed.

Giren undermy hand and sea/of office this 27th 
day of April, /9^6 x-

,, D.V Mulhern 
f jea/j Hotart/ Pub/ic 
Mu commission expires July S, 1927

A SUBDt \StSlON OF"
1 ,p LOTS S & 6, BLOCK I, HOMESTEAD PLACE 
\ss . SITUATED Ifi

« /• nvM/i. A// a-t./- • -,f jt SWASECTIOH 6, riN.R.3£.,G.&S.R.B.&M. Be fore me D.KMu/hern, tr Nifary Pubhc in and for the * MARICOPA GOUHTY; ARIZONA I
Ctun/y of Maricipa, Arizona, on this day personally SCALE: HNCH <*• IOO FEET > uj ' 
appeared Isaac Forney an*Frances M. HOLMWST*Bc£el. ENGINES f^ '

PHDEHIX, AR/ZONA OCTOBER 192* ~*> / 
filed'en*'rranfat'in tf foe if County tfectnfer tfMaricipa Cfwtt/. Arinaa.M May 4:1926. at tl:30 A.M. in Soak IScfMapS atpaae ?£

Nciary Puhlic- 
My cimmissitn expires July S, 1927

STATE OF AfflZOM \., 
COlWTrOFMARlCOPA ]

Beftre me Henrietta Deirsen t/tttary Put/ic iatai/ftrthe 
Ctunfy ffMeriuptr, driroaa, tn this day personalty qcpeared KB, 
Trrilchell. L. D. Dameron and tV.C.Hernbergei; irfose names are 
subscribed to the toreoeinf instrument a*President. Secretary 
trad Member, respectire/y, tf the Btardef Trustees ofStfotf 
District No. lt Maricepa Ciunty, Arizona, nemed ia said instru­ 
ment and acfrntnrletfted met they executed the same for said 
Beard if Trustees fir'thepurpese and uftsiderfftiitn /berth expressed.

Gireouiubrmyaeojaodsett/ififfice this HddeytfApril 1926 
/t i\ Henrittto Dowson 
'' ' /totaru Public. 
My com mis sign expires Feb. 2,1923

/Sppnrcdoy tke City feaaiateo tffhe Cify tffnieau. Arizeaa this Ist 
ifet/efMey/926

Attest: Hugh Oallahon Frank ft. Jefferson 
Clerk Mayor

EAST OAKLAND
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Oakland Plat was recorded in 3.93.0 by the Phoenix Realty Company. It was 
a re-subdivision of Block II of Homestead Place. The subdivision forms 
the core of the Oakland Historic Residential District.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

Oakland Historic DistrictPROPERTY 
NAME:

MULTIPLE 
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: ARIZONA, Maricopa

DATE RECEIVED: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

5/29/02 DATE OF PENDING LIST:
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/13/02

REFERENCE NUMBER: 92000847 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER: N PDIL: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N

PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

__ACCEPT __RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

REJECT DATE

RECOM./CR

REVIEWER

TELEPHONE

DISCIPLINE_ 

DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N



NPS Form 10-900 / RECFHirT"^———— OMB No. 1024-0018 
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACE
REGISTRATION FORM

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See 
instructions in How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register 
Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If 
any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, 
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the 
instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a 
typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Oakland Historic District (Amendment)

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 1302 W. Polk Street____________________________ not for publication,
city or town Phoenix_______________________________ vicinity _____ 
state Arizona code AZ county Maricopa________ code 013 zip code 85007

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that 
this X nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property ___ meets X does not meet the 
National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant ___ nationally 
___ statewide __ locally. ( __ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official Date 

ne '
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property ______ meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria. (__ See
continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau



NFS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section Amendment Page 1

OMBNo. 1024-0018

Oakland Historic District 
name of property 
Maricopa. Arizona_____ 
county and State

The Oakland Historic District was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on 10 July 1992 and 
amended on 9 March 2001.

The property at 1302 W. Polk Street, is a new, single-family home completed in 2002. It was constructed 
by a public-private partnership as part of a larger revitalization program for the central Phoenix area that 
includes several historic districts. The house is a stuccoed wood-frame building and has a side-gabled roof 
with a dormer. It is compatible with the character of the existing historic buildings in the neighborhood 
and imposes no adverse effects on the historic character of the neighborhood. It is an infill project on the 
lot of a house that was demolished sometime between 1991 and 1999.

The Arizona State Historic Preservation Office requests that the house at 1302 W. Polk Street be included 
in the Oakland Historic District as a noncontributing property. This addition will increase the number of 
noncontributing properties in the district to 81.


