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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Captain George McManus House is located on the south side of 
Lincoln Street in Brunswick, Maine. The house stands on a street of 
several handsome, mid-nineteenth brick residences. These houses exhibit 
either the Greek Revival or Italianate styles or a combination of both. 
The McManus House of 1857 displays a transition of Greek Revival and Ita 
lianate forms. r 

v

The McManus House has a granite foundation and is of brick construc 
tion with granite, wood, and cast iron trim. The main part of the dwell 
ing is basically square and stands two stories high with a hipped roof. 
The north or facade elevation and the east and west or side walls each 
have a large recessed brick panel in the Greek Revival manner. Within 
the panel of facade are three windows on each of the two stories. The 
first story windows have an elongated rectangular shape with wooden sills 
and granite lintels in the Greek Revival style. The second story windows 
are arched in the Italianate manner. Between the first and second stories 
is a highly decorative cast iron balcony.

The main entrance to the McManus House is located on the east wall. 
At the southeast corner of the walls is situated a brick projection with 
a recent Colonial Revival doorway and glass enclosure on the front and 
two original, elongated narrow windows on the side. The roof of the brick 
entranceway extends along the east side of the house and serves as an open 
porch. This porch is supported at its foremost point by a square wooden 
pier. An intricate cast iron railing runs from the entranceway to the pier 
Underneath the porch at the northeast corner of the east wall is an elonga 
ted rectangular window similar to those on the first story of the facade. 
The wooden porch cornice has a pronounced Italianate overhang and such 
Italianate features as a dentil moulding and cornice brackets. The second 
story of the east wall displays two arched windows identical to those on 
the second story of the facade. The west wall possesses two windows on 
each story. The first story windows are the same as those on the first 
story facade, while the second story windows are identical to those on the 
second story facade.

The hipped roof has a dramatic projecting overhang which is ornamented 
by a dentil moulding and a series of large wooden brackets. A two story 
rectangular brick ell extends perpendicular from the south or rear wall 
of the house. A hipped roof with a continuation of the Italianate cornice 
treatment of the house is present on the ell. There are three original 
tall thin, brick chimneys on the house and one later chimney on the ell. 
A decorative cast iron fence set in granite fronts the yard1 .

The Captain George McManus House has escaped any significant changes 
on either the exterior t>r the interior. It has survived more than a cen 
tury in sound condition and continues to emanate the restrained dignity 
and elegance which its first mariner owner sought to display.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Captain George McManus House of 1857 is a fine example of a 
transitional Greek Revival-Italianate residence of the Maine mid-coast 
region. The 1850's were very-much a Victorian decade in the history of 
Brunswick architecture. Italianate designs with projecting rooflines 
became common and were complemented by ornate brackets and intricate 
ironwork. Brick was the preferred building material. Interiors evolved 
from the lighter, classical designs to more full bodied and ornamental 
forms. Most of the houses of this period have a massive character and 
internal evidence suggests that they were more sturdily built than- their 
earlier neighbors. While not quite as large as some other mid-century 
houses of its type, the McManus residence exhibits a more carefully con 
ceived design than its eomtemporaries in the Brunswick area. Great 
attention was given to proportion and detail with no significant incon 
sistency. Regrettably, the name of the architect remains unknown.

The house was built as the result of the successful maritime career 
of Captain George McManus, a prominent Brunswick master mariner. McManus 
lived in the house until his/death about 1864. Subsequent owners were 
two generations of the Lufkm family (1873-1928) and the Richardson family 
(1928-1960). Both families were prominent in Brunswick affairs. Since 
the early 1960's, the house has been used as the parsonage of St. Paul's 
Episcopal Church. The Pejepscot Historical Society, one of Maine's oldest 
historical organizations is currently considering acquisition of the pro 
perty to adapt for a museum of Brunswick area history. This proposal 
would offer the ideal solution for preserving a house which is both archi 
tecturally and historically significant to its community by making it the 
setting for a distinquished collection of regional artifacts.



Shipman, William D., The Early Architecture of Bowdoin College and
Brunswick, Maine, Brunswick, Maine, 1973, pp.57-58
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