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Though the Nail home   which served as the Butterfield station 
18£8-1861   is now but rubble (as indicated under No. 8), it was not 
an unimpressive one for the frontier. The Conklings saw the house in 
1930 after the interior had been "modernized and otherwise altered to 
such an extent that the homely charm which the old rooms must have 
possessed" was gone. But from the house they saw and described they 
determined what the original must have looked like. They wrote:

Originally it appears to have been a one-story-and-a-half 
double log house with an open hall. The dimensions are: forty- 
two feet long by twenty-six feet wide. The exterior has been 
clapboarded, the open hall closed to form additional room, and 
modern window and door frames have been added. The tall outside 
chimneys constructed of red brick with the exception of some 
recent reinforcing of the foundations are the original chimneys. 
It is said that the bricks used in their construction were the 
product of Charles Sparrow, an English brick mason who molded 
and burned red brick at Old Boggy Depot.

An old picture of the house shows a sloping one-story porch running 
the length of the front of the house. Only foundation stones indicated 
its dimensions when the Conklings saw it. By then modern frame barns 
and out-buildings had replaced the old log structures of Butterfield 
days. "In front of the house near the abandoned road," they noted, "are 
the foundation ruins of a store house which stood there in the early days, 
It was a log building forty feet wide by fifty feet long." The property 
had at one time, according to the old photograph, been enclosed by a 
fine picket fence. Entrance to the front yard from the stage road was 
by stone stile. "Altogether," the Conklings concluded, "the old Nail 
home in the hey-day of its existence must have presented an air of 
distinction and comfort."

Today it is nothing but piles of stone and brick. The crossing of 
the Blue to the west of the house is overgrown with trees (as shown by 
the enclosed photograph), as is the Nail Family burial plot about a 
half-mile to the east.
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No. 8. Significance

Nail's Station

The Nail family has long been an important one in the history of 
the Choctaw Nation and Indian Territory. Henry Nail, a white man, married 
into the Tribe in Mississippi in the late 18th century.' Joel H. Nail, 
the eldest of his four sons, was born in Mississippi in 1791*, played an 
active roll in the Choctaw removal to Indian Territory in the 1830s. He 
farmed and ranched in the Doaksville area, had part interest in the trad­ 
ing firm of Schrack & Nail. He died in 18U6 and is buried under an im­ 
pressive marble stone in the old Doaksville Cemetery. Jonathan was one 
of Joel H. Nail's ten children, the eldest of three sons. His only 
child, a son also named Joel H., was born in 1850. In the property 
settlement following his father's death in 186?, he received (among other 
things) 68? head of stock cattle (valued at $5 a head), a "common gold 
watch & chain" (valued at $75), and $1,081.88 in cash. (His mother re­ 
ceived the land, house and furnishings, gristmill . . . and "one fine 
gold watch and chain" valued at $ll|0.00.) He became a man of means, 
living in the nearby town of Caddo, where he owned various business prop­ 
erties, including the Nail Hotel.

Importance of the Nail family is also indicated by the impressive ness 
of the stones in the Nail cemetery about a half-mile east of the old 
home site. Although the plot is overgrown and badly neglected, its 
marble headstones (some ten feet tall) are enclosed by an iron fence. 
The Jonathan Nail shaft is inscribed:

J. H. Nail*

Born 

Mar. 21, 1825

Died 

May 9, 1867

It is hoped that the Oklahoma Historical Society can one day acquire 
the Nail family burying ground and maintain it as a fitting memorial 
to the many contributions of this enterprising pioneer.

This is Jonathan Nail, whose father and son were both Joel H. Nail, 
a similarity of names and initials which has, not surprisingly, 
led some historians to refer to the Butterfield stage crossing and 
station as being at the "Joel H. Nail" home.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

u

Of the twelve stations along the 192-mile route of the Butterfield 
Overland Mail across Indian Territory l8£8-l86l, Nail's could claim one 
unique distinction. Aboard the first Condlord to leave Fort Smith west­ 
bound Sept. 19, 1858, was Waterman L. Ormsby, a correspondent for the 
New York Herald Tribune. (He was the only through passenger on this 
initial St. Louis-to-San Francisco run.) Of Nail's he had this to say:

Fourteen miles from Boggy Depot we came to Blue River 
station where a very heavy bridge is building for the company. 
Here I saw a copy of the Weekly Herald - a distance of six 
hundred miles from St. Louis, and nearly seventeen hundred 
from New York, overland, and twenty-five miles from any 
Post Office. I thought the Herald was appreciated there.

Today only piles of brick and stone mark the location of the 
Jonathan Nail home, which served as station. Amid the rubble stands 

official Oklahoma Historical Society on-site marker. But from all 
the house was a comfortable one rin which the Herald could well 
appreciated. I An ornamented picket fence enclosed the property 

, from the stage road, which ran in front of the house, was 
'One'ajby way of a stone stile, j*^ "*" ^

G>
e important "Nail's Crossing of the Blue" is just west of the 

homeMte, down from the higher ground on which the buildings stood.
the fossilized limestone bed of the stream traces of the ford 

"£iSjedf by the first Concords can still be seen. Crude bridges and ferries 
"served travelers along this route for years after the stages ceased 
to run. /

Jonathan Nail probably moved to this area in the early l8UOs. There 
is a record of his building a fine sawmill and gristmill on the Blue 
around l81Uu On Dec. 13, 1866   as the Choc taw Nation began to re­ 
build after the Civil War   the General Council granted Nail the 
privilege of establishing a toll bridge at his premises on "the Boggy 
and Sherman Road." I (When he died in March of the following year, his 
wife, Catherine, married David A. Folsom, who was authorized by the 
council to take over the toll franchise.)
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