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DESCRIPTION 
y* 

CONDIT ION 

—EXCELLENT 
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—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
• .,V p ' 

The Park Street Railroad Station, b u i l t from 1893 to 1894, i s a rectangular one 
story Brick building topped by a hip roof, vdth a porte-cochere and a vd.ng on i t s 
southwest comer. The building i s located i n East Medford on the northeast 
corner of Magotin Avenue and Thatcher Road along the site of the Medford Branch of 
the Boston and Maine Railroad. Built on a 12,Ẑ 20 square foot l o t , the depot i s 
presently enclosed|by a chain-link fence. Although the drive up to the porte-
cochere has been removed and relandscaped, the property retains i t s original 
brick walkways on each side of Thatcher Road and i t s fine cut granite retaining 
walls, platforms and steps along both sides of the railroad right-of-way. 

Designed by Clarence B. Cutler i n 1893, the Park Street Railroad Station i s 
eclectic i n style. Built on an exposed rock-faced granite foundation, the 
entire station i s of red brick. A low granite string course about three feet 
from the ground and light granite quoins, window s i l l s , and support blocks for the 
roof's curved wooden brackets, accent the dark walls. The station has four identical 
entranceways, each surrounded with w66d panelling and leaded glass, which are 
situated i n pairs on the north and south elevations. Flanking the north facade, 
and east elevations,, are pairs of large vertically divided plate glass windows 
with leaded glass top lights. A l l the doorways and windows are boarded up at 
present. Under the porte-cochere, supported by curved timbers supports, i s an 
arched brick passageway to the platform area. The wing was formerly used for 
baggage storage and contained dooirways at each end and small rectangular windows 
along the west elevation. Two similar windows are located between the doorway 
on the facade and three others are on the east elevation between the larger 
windows. The hip roof extends over the walls and i s supported by curved wooden 
brackets along the facade and wing. The rear platform i s covered by an extension 
of the roof which i s supported by four decoratively bracketed wooden posts. A 
simple iron pipe r a i l i n g encloses the granite platform and steps leading down 
to the railroad tracks. The original slate roof with dopper flashing, comice 
and ridge poles was replaced i n 1968 by an asphalt shingle covering. At the 
same time, a three sided dormer on the south elevation was removed, breaking 
the original visual continuity between i t and the three-sided bay window with 
leaded glass top lights below the roof. On the north elevation a rectangular 
brick chimney rises through a centrally placed ridge roofed dormer. The t r i ­
angular dormer, presently boarded up, once displayed a large semi-circular 
window with "H" shaped sash. Although the building retains much of i t s orig­
i n a l visual character, the facade has unfortvinately been painted brown and 
beige. The original oak waiting room has been covered by modem paneling and 
has a new ceiling, but the original walls and ceiling are extant under the 
modern alterations. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Park Street Railroad Station i n East Medford was among the most architect­
urally distinguished and progressively designed t r a i n depots contructed by 
the Boston and Maine Railroad. The enduringly fine quality of this building's 
masonry and i t s sxirvival as Medford's last depot enhance i t s local architect\ial 
and historical significance. The Park Street Railroad Station and i t s demol­
ished predecessor which stood across the tracks also stimulated Medford's 
residential development within the area bounded by Park, Salem and Spring 
Streets and Riverside Avenue which i n tum increased the city's popularity as 
a commuter suburb of Boston. 

The "Medford Branch" was incorporated on Jfarch 7» 1S45 by a group of "substant­
i a l " citizens including James 0. Curtis, Henry L. Stearns, Joseph Manning,Jr., 
Daniel Lawrence, Nathaniel H. Bishop and Andrew Blanchard. However, the line 
was actually bid.lt and managed by the Boston and Maine Railroad. The Park 
Street Railroad Station was part of a $150,000.00 expenditure when the Medford 
Branch was doubled i n the late l890's to provide more efficient transportation 
service. The depot was b u i l t i n I893 and 1894 when General Samuel C. Lawrence, 
a vice president of the Boston and Maine Railroad, was serving as the city's 
f i r s t mayor. I t i s thought that Lawrence's candidacy was parti a l l y based on 
promises that the railroad would build updated stations at Park Street and i n 
West Medford. After i t s construction Lawrence's pride i n the well-appointed 
new building prompted him to send the gardeners from his Rural Avenue estate to 
attend to the station's grounds. The depot had the most up-to-date baggage, 
t o i l e t and heating f a c i l i t i e s and a particularly comfortable waiting room for 
commuters who could take the t r a i n at twenty-one different times each day. The 
comparatively low rates of electric cars and the increasing popularity of 
automobiles i n the early twentieth century resulted i n the closing of the 
Medford Branch i n 1934* Local interest i n preserving the station was immediate 
and on December 11, 1934f the following was printed i n the Medford Mercury; 

, With the knowledge that the station which was once 7 
" " the pride of the neighborhood i s to be tom down; ^̂̂^̂̂^ ,V , . ; 

v; upon whose platform many Medford citizens who were . J' / ,̂  
* associated with activities i n p o l i t i c s , civic and • .JT, * ii?^' 

fraternal a f f a i r s , gathered each moming to take the 
¥ 8:15 t r a i n to Boston; where ideas were exchanged which 

resulted i n the formulation of plans that benefited 
the c i t y ; where a neighborliness was fostered which 

' i s now tinknown, action i s now to be taken by the 
residents of the v i c i n i t y to see i f the building cannot be saved 
and be used for some purpose which w i l l serve the community. 

• f 
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Although the station was not demolished as had been feared by the local 
residents, the Boston and Maine Railroad did abandon i t for more than 
ten years, only presenting i t to the city i n 1942 after considerable 
vandalism. Recently, a neighborhood social club known as the Redskins has 
leased the property and i s attempting to restore and improve the biiilding. 
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