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The Park Street Railroad Station, built from 1893t 0 1894, is a rectangular one
story Brick building topped by a hip roof, vdth a porte-cochere and avdngon its
southwest comer. The buildingis located i n East Medford onthe northeast

corner of Mgotin Avenue and Thatcher Road al ong the site of the Medford Branch of
the Boston and Maine Railroad. Built ona 12, 2°20square foot lot, the depot i s
presently enclosed| by a chain-link fence. Although the drive uptothe porte-
cochere has been renoved and rel andscaped, the property retains itsoriginal

brick wal kways on each side of Thatcher Road and it sfine cut granite retaining
wal I's, platforms and steps along both sides of the railroad right-of-way.

Designed by Carence B Cutler in 1893, thePark Street Railroad Stationis
eclectic instyle. Built on an exposed rock-faced granite foundation, the

entire stationis of red brick. Al owgranite string course about three feet
fromthe ground and |ight granite quoins, windowsills, and support blocks for the
roof's curved wooden brackets, accent the dark walls. The stationhas four identical
entranceways, each surrounded with weed panelling and | eaded glass, whichare
situated inpairs onthe north and south elevations. Flanking the north facade,
and east elevations,, arepairs of large vertically divided plate glass w ndows
with |eaded glass top lights. All the doorways and wi ndows ar e boarded up at
present. Under the porte-cochere, supported by curved tinbers supports, is an
arched brick passageway t o the platformarea. The wing was formerly used for
baggage storage and contained dooirways at each end and small rectangular w ndows
along the west elevation. Two simlar windows arelocated between the doorway

on the facade and three others areonthe east elevation between the |arger

wi ndows. The hip roof extends over the walls andis supported by curved wooden
brackets along the facade and wing. The rear platformis covered by an extension
of the roof which is supported by four decoratively bracketed wooden posts. A
sinple iron pipe railing encloses the granite platform and steps |eading down

to the railroad tracks. The original slate roof with dopper flashing, com ce
and ridge poles was replaced i n 1968 by an asphalt shingle covering. At the
sane time, athree sided dormer onthe south elevation was removed, breaking

the original visual continuity between i t andthe three-sided bay w ndow with

| eaded glass top lights belowthe roof. Qn the north elevation a rectangular
brick chimey rises through a centrallyplaced ridge roofed dormer. The tr1i-
angul ar dorner, presently boarded up, once displayed a large sem-circular

w ndow wi th "H shaped sash. Although the building retains nuch of i tsorig-
inal visual character, thefacade has unfortvinatelybeen painted brow and

beige. The original oak waiting roomhas been covered by nodem paneling and

has a new ceiling, but the original walls andceiling are extant under the
nodern al terations.
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The Park Street Railroad Station i nEast Medford was anong t he nost architect-
urally distinguished and progressively designed train depots contructed by

the Boston and Mai ne Railroad. Theenduringly fine quality of this building's
masonry and its sxirvival as Medford s |ast depot enhance its |ocal architect\ial
and historical significance. ThePark Street Railroad Station andits denol-

i shed predecessor which stood across the tracks also stinulated Medford s
residential development within the area bounded by Park, Sal emand Spring
Streets and Riverside Avenue which i nt umincreased the city's popularity as
a comuter suburb of Boston.

The "Medford Branch" was incorporated onJfarch 7» 145 by a group of "substant -
lal" citizens including Janes O. Curtis, Henry L. Stearns, Joseph Manning,Jr.,
Dani el Lawence, Nathaniel H Bishop and Andrew Bl anchard. However, t heline
was actually bid It and nanaged by t he Boston and Mai ne Railroad. The Park
Street Railroad Station was part of a $150, 000. 00 expenditure when t he Medford
Branch was doubled i nthe late 1890'st oprovide nore efficient transportation
service. Thedepot was built i n 1893 and 1894 when CGeneral Sanuel C Law ence,
a vice president of the Boston and Maine Railroad, was serving asthe city's
first mayor. | tisthought that Lawence's candidacy was partially based on
prom ses that the railroad would build updated stations at Park Street and i n
Vst Medford. After its construction Lawence's pride i nthe well-appointed
new bui |l ding pronpted hi mt o send t he gardeners fromhi s Rural Avenue estatet o
attend t othe station's grounds. The depot hadthe nost up-to-date baggage,
toilet and heating facilities and a particularly confortable waiting roomfor
comuters who coul d take the train at twenty-one different times each day. The
conparatively | owrates of electric cars andthe increasing popularityof
autormobiles i nthe early twentieth century resulted i nthe closing of the

Medf ord Branch i n 1934* Local interest i npreserving the station was i nmedi ate
and on Decenber 11, 1934f t hefollowing was printed i nthe Medford Mercury;

,  Wth the know edge that the station which was once
the pride of the neighborhood i st obet omdown; /0000,
v; upon whose platform nany Medford citizens who were . J
* associated with activities i npolitics, civic and e JI
fraternal affairs, gathered each nom ng totake t he
¥ 8:15train to Boston; where i deas were exchanged which
resulted i nthe formulation of plans that benefited
the city; where a neighborliness was fostered which
«f ' i snowtinknow, action i s nowto betaken by the
residents of thevicinity toseeif the building cannot be saved
and beused for sone purpose which will servethe comunity.
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Al though the station was not denolished as had been feared by the |ocal
residents, t heBoston and Maine Railroad did abandon i t for nore than

ten years, only presenting i ttothe city in 1942 after considerable
vandal ism Recently, a neighborhood social club known as the Redskins has
| eased the property andis attenpting to restore and inprove the biiilding.
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