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WALTHAM, MA MRA
Tonn Valtham. MA

Address 70 School Street
Historic Nare jcni“h Hpard Hm.sP

Ue Present Residential -
Original D, _.. " J

tiosidential
DESCRIPTION

Date 1844
Source Deeds

Style Greek Revival
Architect unknown

Exterior Wal Fabric Clapboard
Outbuildings garageNC

Major Alterations (with dates) e

Condition Good

Prom
Mosd chiirph St. Date 1888

"reage C-g-Sft 5902 sg. ft. ~Q-I-T-
Setting On residential street vith
iBid-19th c. houses, across from in-

atitutional building

Recorded by N».nny S. Seasholes

Organization Valtham Historical Comm.
. August 1986
revised C Jenkins 2/88



NATI VAL REQ STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f applicabl e)

The Josiah Beard House i s a wel | detailed and preserved exanple of a vernacul ar sidehal |

plan Geek Revival style house i nthecity. |1ts2istory formisdetailed with a pedinented
gable, full entablature, paneled cornerboards, and encircling Doric porch. The original

owner was a proninent citizen and |ater owners were typical residents of thearea. The house
s also agood illustration of thedevel opnent of thenorth central Main Street area i n the
md-19th' century as a hone for workers and smal | businessmen. |t possesses integrity of | o-
cation, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and associationand neets criteria
A and Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCH TECTURAL S G\ H CANCE  Describe important architectural features and evaluate i n terns of
other buildings within the conmunity.

Set onaresidential street with predomnantly nineteenth century houses near t he
City center, this house i s anexcellent exanple of a gable-end side entrance Geek Revival
house. | tretains many of its original features andfinishes: a pedinented attic, full
entabl ature, anunusual spade-shaped detail onthepaneled corner boards, floor-length
w ndow architraves onthefirst floor, and anencicling portico supported by fluted Doric
colums, Thevarious ells onthesouth and west, thecross-gabled two story bay on the
east, and thedouble front door areall probably later additions.

It isa?2istory clapboard clad house enclosed by a gable roof. [|tsglazed double-|eaf
entry and 2/ 2 w ndow sash appear todate fromthe late 19th century.

HSTORCAL SAQNHCANCE Explain the role owters played I nlocal or state history and how t he
building relates tothedevel opnent of the comunity.

Thi s house was apparently built i n”~8% by Josiah Beard. At that time the | ot
included the | ot was the whole corner | ot at School and Church streets and this housewas
built facing Church Street. .

Josiah Beard reportedly invented thebottle cap; he also held a nunber of public
offices including that of Selectman, bank director, and Representative tothe Ceneral
Court 1 n1862. Beard died i n1885, andtheproperty was sold toThomas P. Snith, a
printer wholived elsewhere on School Street. 1n1888 Smth huilt an apartment building,
the Hotel Kilby, onthecorner | ot and noved this house around thecorner toits present
location on School Street. Thehouse was rented thereafter; i n1923 t he occupants
included a w dow and a carpenter.

B BLI G3APHY and/ or RHFHRENES

Childs, Marjorie. Card file. VélthamPublic Library.
V@l t ham Free Press-Tribune. Septenber 7, 1888,

M ddl esex Deeds - 442:389; 465:362; 1802: 136.

Myps and at | ases - 1854, 1875, 1886, 190 (911, 1915, 1923
Directories - 1871, 1880, 1886, 1888-89, 1901, 1923
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1970 Atlas, City of Wl tham V@l t ham Massachusetts NRA
Conpi | ed by t he Vél thame 70 School Street

Engi neering Division Josiah Beard House
Scale: 1linch = 140 feet 16-Q 17






Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301



