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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Pleasant Street Historic District is located seven miles northwest o£ Boston on 
Pleasant Street (Route 60) in Belmont. Most of the district runs parallel to the 
Belmont Center business district and is one of the few approaches to the town not 
affected by commercial development. I t is an unusually well-preserved exanple of a 
nineteenth century residential neighborhood which includes interesting representations 
of Georgian, Federal, Greek Revival, Italianate, Second Enqjire and Queen Anne styles. 
The buildings on the west side of Pleasant Street are set back on the hillside, over­
looking the city of Boston. Stone walls and shade trees contribute to the landscape. 

Sixty-ei-^rt-buildings and two monuments are included in the district. Of these, there 
are sixty-five residential properties, two public buildings, and one church. The 
twenty-four intrusions are twentieth century residential properties whose landscaping 
and setting f i t in with the area. With the exception of the Town Hall and Old Liljrary, 
a l l of the properties are included in a local historic district. 

The Belmont Town Hall (#50) was designed in 1881 by Henry W. Hartwell, a well-known 
Boston architect whose firm merged with Williams C. Richardson before conpletion of the 
building. Set on a prominent sloping comer lot , the three story red brick structure is 
asymmetrical in form. The wide arched entrance,which faces south, is flanked on the l e f t 
by a one story turret with a conical roof. A larger, though similar turret is located 
on the east end of the building. Tall, decorative chimneys and conical roofed cupolas top 
the polychromatic slate roof. Projecting second story gables on the west and south 
elevations conplete the irregular form. Relief decoration, crenelations on the roof 
ridges and varied window shapes contribute to the overall 'picturesque' effect. 

To the north of the Town Hall is the Old Library (#51). Designed in 1902 by the Boston 
architect William R. Emerson, the Classical Revival two story building was constructed 
of red brick with granite trim. A semi-circular portico sipported by four Ionic columns 
extends from the center of the facade. Fenestration consists of full-length round-
arched windows on the f i r s t story and a palladian window over the entrance on the second. 
Granite moldings top each window and dentilled cornices between the stories and beneath 
the roof are also of granite. 

Across Pleasant Street lies the William Flagg Homer House (#21), one of the focal points 
of the district. Built in 1853 as a summer mansion, the house is a SLperb exanple of an 
Italianate/Second Enpire building, set back on the h i l l . Copper beech trees and a sloping 
lawn add significantly to i t s prominant setting. The house was built of brick and covered 
with stucco, originally scored to suggest masonry. Italianate details include paired, 
round-arched windows in a projecting pavilion, bracketed cornice, round-arched portico 
to the l e f t of the paAalion and an octagonal cipola. A mansard roof and semi-circular 
hooded dormers are elements of the Second Enpire period. Hand-carved relief ornaments 
decorate the bay window and entrance portico. 

/ 
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5. 
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7. 

8. 

9. 

10, 

Mr. & Mrs, John A, Dvinn, Jr. 
6 Stella Road 

PLEASANT STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT,.̂  
BEIM)NT, MASSACHUSETTS 02178 -' v»' 

APRIL, 1978 

l i i 1978-'' / 5 ' 
NATIONAL 
REGISTER intrusion 

page one 

"Capt, Stephen Frost House" 
Mr. & Mrs. Guensey Frost 
U67 Pleasant Street 

"The George V. Fletcher House' 
Mrs. Samuel W. Garfin 
U83 Pleasant Street , . 

" J. Varnum Fletcher Stable" 
Mrs, Margaret v. Freemen 
505 Pleasant Street 

circa 1763 

Mr. & Mrs John T, Dunlop 
509 Pleasant Street 

" J. Varnum Fletcher House" 
Mrs. Rosalie R, Richardson 
519 Pleasant Street 

"James Munroe Hale House" 
Mrs, Dvight Mae Afee 
529 Pleasant Street 

Mr, & Mrs, Joseph F, Frner 
533 Pleasant Street 

/ - k 

Mr, Emil R, Weretelnyk J J J ^ ' ^ ' X J ^ 
537 Pleasant Street 

Robert J, Marinlck 
7I+0 Beacon Street 
Newton Centre, Ma,,02159 
5I13 Pleasant Street 

1866 

(converted) I856-I858 

intrusion 

1856-1858 

1857 

intrusion 

intrusion 

intrusion 

11. 

12. 

Mr, & Mrs, Charles H. Coughlan 
k Clifton Street 

Mrs. Helen S. Connors 
53 H i l l Road Apt. 302 
Belmont, Ma.,02178 
561 Pleasant Street 

Mail Address 

intrusion 

intrusion 

13. 

lU. 

"Edwin Locke House" I8U1 
Mr. & Mrs. Francis J. Agullar 
52̂ *ie»9€Hfit-S.fe»e«4 changed t o #5 Somerset S t r e e t 

Mrs. Mary R. Minasian intrusion 
585 Pleasant Street 
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10. A. Mr. & Mrs. Joseph F, Mazza 
. . 15 Clifton Street 

page two 

Partial Lot 

15. "The Isaac Locke Sr, House" 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph L. Angelo 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Santangelo 
593 Pleasant Street 

16. Mr. & Mrs, Stuart E, Wolf 
601 Pleasant Street 

17. "George Augustus Locke House" 
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart E. Wolf 
605 Pleasant Street 

18. "Capt. James Homer House" 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred L. Glimp 
613 Pleasant Street 

19. "Wellington Homestead" 
Mr. & Mrs. William Harby 
631 Pleasant Street 

20. "Wellington Cottage" 
Mr, & Mrs, Peter Gunness 
61+1 Pleasant Street 

1815 

intrusion^ 
V 

18I+2 

circa 1860-1865 

circa I808 

circa I85O 

21, "William Flagg Homer House" 
Belmont Women's Club 
661 Pleasant Street 

circa I853 

22, Triangular l o t at corner of Pleasant and Concord Avenue 
Mr, & Mrs, Walter F, Voner 
23 Centre Avenue , . 

23. 

2k. 

"The J, Gushing Burr House" 
Mrs, Gertrude E, Johnson 
701 Pleasant Street 

"Orchard H i l l School Stable" 
Mr, Christopher Rijanan 
711 Pleasant Street 

circa I858 

(converted) I8I+7 

25. "Orchard H i l l Family Boarding School" 
Mr, & Mrs, Kevin Callanan 
721 Pleasant Street 

26. "School Building of the Orchard H i l l School" 
Mrs, Ruben A, Brower 
One Hay Road 

l8i+7 

181+7 

27, "Abby Morton Diaz House" I886 
•Mrs'i-Hdi-bfa-S-,-€iennelrerg Mr. and Mrs, David L. Fiahman 
3I+ Centre Avenue 

28, "The Emerson Parks House" 
Mrs, Walter Voner 
1+80 Concord Avenue 
Mail Address: 23 Centre Aifenu<! 

circa I823 
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29, "Simon D, Hatch House" 
Mr, & Mrs, Walter F. Voner 
23 Centre Avenue 

29. A. "Hatch House" 
Miss Katherine E. O'Brien \ 
26 Centre Avenue 

30. "The Widow Park<rs Cottage" 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Smithie 
39 Centre Avenue 

31. "John F, Leonard House" 
Misses Margaret A, & Mary W, Leonard 
21 Sunnyside Place 

32. "Hatch House" 
Mr, & Mrs, John F, Ladd 
11 Sunnyside Place 

33. "Hatch House" 
Mr, & Mrs. Walter F, Voner 
7 Sunnyside Place 

3h, "Hatch House" 
Mr, & Mrs, Henry L. McNamara 
5 Sunnyside Place 

35. Miss Ruth Robbins 
1+86 Concord Avenue • ' • . 

36. "Samuel O.Mead House" 
Mr, & Mrs, Edward B, Witte 
50I+ Concord Avenue 

37. John Grandman f 
515 Concord Avenue 

RICEWW VI 

DEC }2 \m 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

38. Dr, & Mrs, Larry H. Strasburger . 
527 Concord Avenue 

39. & 1+0. Open Lots on Wellington Lane 
Mr, & Mrs, William Claflin 
531 Concord Avenue 

1+1. "The Hammett Barn" 
Mr. John R. Kennedy 
27 Wellington Lane 

1+2. "The Sammuel P. Hammett House" 
Mr. & Mrs. Webster McCann 
33 Wellington Lane 

1+3. "The Albert Higgins House" 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J, Scully 
30 Somerset Street 

page three 

circa 1861 

circa I885 

circa 1853 

circa 1891+ 

circa 1890 

circa I89O 

circa I89O 

intrusion 

circa I826-I83O 

intrusion 

intrusion 

(converted) I853 

1853 

circa I85O 



ITEM #4 page four 

20 Somerset Street 

1+5. " James Otis Simonds House" 
Dr. Sc Mrs. J, Gordon Scannell 
37 Somerset Street 

1+6. "Edwin Locke Farmhouse" 
Mr. & Mrs. N. Preston Breed 
25 Somerset Street 

1+7. Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth R. Butler 
722 Pleasant Street 

1+8, " James Brown House" 
Mr, & Mrs. Peter Elvins 
710 Pleasant Street 

1+9. "Brown House" 
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Hamilton 
560 Concord Avenue 
Lexington, Ma, 
692 Pleasant Street 

50. Belmont Town Hall 
1+55 Concord Avenue 

51. " Former Belmont Librarj/"' 
School Dept., Town of Belmont 
644 Pleasant Street 

52. "Thomas Blake House" 
Mrs. Marcus O'Day 
61+2 Pleasant Street 

53. "Thomas Blake House Stable" 
Mrs. Marcus O'Day 
61+2 Pleasant Street 

5I+. "Eleazer Bartlett Homer House" 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Ewing Davies 
63I+ Pleasant Street 

55. "Part of Javan K. Moore's Subdivision" 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred J. Reid 
628 Pleasant Street 

56. "Part of Javan K. Moore's Subdivision" 
Miss Barbara Jack 
62I+ Pleasant Street 

57. "Part of Javan K. Moore's Subdivision" 
Mrs. Merton A. McDonald 
618 Pleasant Street 

58. Dr. & Mrs. Herbert E. Daitch 
60l+ Pleasant Street 

intrusion 

circa I892 

circa I855 

intrusion 

1851 

1851 

1881-1882 

1902 

1875 

1875 

1887 

1877 

1877 

1877 

intrusion 
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59. Mr. & Mrs. Dante Gozzi 
600 Pleasant Street 

60. Mr. & Mrs Chester A. Sherman 
596 Pleasant Street 

61. "Alexander House" 
Mr. & Mrs. William B, M i l l e t t , Jr, 
592 Pleasant Street 

62. "Widow Perry Cottage" 
7 Alexander Avenue 
Misses Stone , • 

63. Plymouth Congregational Chvirch 
Pleasant Street 

61+. "The James Perry House" 
Mrs. Harry H. Baldwin 
568 Pleasant Street 

65. "Edward W. Brown House" 
Parsonage - Plymouth Congregational Church 
560 Pleasant Street 

66. "Sargent House" 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric M. Anderson 
5I+8 Pleasant Street 

67. "Charles Grant Winn House" 
Mr. & Mrs Alfred Bellows 
536 Pleasant Street 

68. Mrs, Florence S, Dowe 
530 Pleasant Street 

69. "Charles Wellington Winn House" 
Mr, & Mrs Herbert Block 
52I+ Pleasant Street 

70. Mr, & Mrs, William P, Covel 
3 Roberts Road Mail Address 
Bi l l e r i c a , Ma,, OI82I 
6 Winn Street 

71. "George P. Walcott House" 
Mr, & Mrs. Edward Whitlow 
500 Pleasant Street 

72. Mr. & Mrs. Louis A. Lord 
1+96 Pleasant Street 

73. "The Joseph Yates House" 
MF. & Mrs. Chrij^topher W« B. Coc -Jf-n <̂/?d\i{)r\ Cbt 
1+90 Pleasant Street 

Mr. & Mrs. Llpyd R. Allen Jx^.J-C 
1+80 Pleasant Street 

24A. Mrs. Thomas E. Reed 
707 Pleasant Street 

page five 

intrusion 

intrusion 

1850 

1830 

intrusion 

1828 

circa I89I 

1898 

circa I8I+I 

intrusion 

1875 

intrusion 

1871 

intrusion 

I8I+6 

intrusion 

intrusion 
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The Wellington Homestead (#19), built in 1808, was originally a brick Federal style 
housed During the popularity of the Greek Revival period, the roof was rotated so 
that the gable end faced the street. At the same time, the house was doubled in 
depth. The five bay facade is now clapboarded, although the remaining three sides 
have remained brick. Tliere is an enclosed vestibule and a diamond-shaped window 
in the gable on the facade. 

Across the street is the Thomas Blake House (#52-53). Built in 1875, the house is 
well sited on a tight comer lot. The two and a half story building is L-shaped in 
form. The right half of the facade has a heavily bracketed cornice and eaves. 
Bay windows with dentiled cornices appear on the f i r s t and second stories. The 
left half of the facade features a Colonial Revival veranda that wraps around the 
north side of the house. An iron-crested cupola tops the building. 

Diagonally to the north from the Thomas Blake House is the Captain James Homer House 
(#18). I t is a two story tliree bay mansard roofed house built in 1875. The entrance, 
which is in the right bay, is accented by a portico with decorative braces. Full 
length shuttered windows on the f i r s t floor are capped with projecting lintels. 
Second story dormers are pedimented. The south elevation has a central, projecting 
pavilion with a mansard roof and bay window. The house is clapboarded, and the roof 
is slate in a scallop pattern. Like the other houses on the west side of Pleasant 
Street, i t is set high above the street with an extensive sloping lawn. 

Also on the west side of Pleasant Street is the two and a half story Isaac Locke House 
(#15). I t was constructed c. 1800 in three or four stages as a farmhouse. The five 
bay clapboarded facade has a f u l l porch which was added in the late nineteenth 
century. Side elevations are clapboarded; the rear elevation is constructed of 
brick. Across the street is the Alexander House (#61), a two and a half story structure 
built in 1850. The house sits gable-end to the street. The off-center doorway 
has a pointed arch l i n t e l and recessed door. Wide corner posts and projecting eaves 
highlight the exterior. The west elevation has a three bay porch. An octagonal 
cupola sits between the two chimneys. The house is sheathed with flush horizontal 
boarding. 

The Albert Higgins House (#43) is a f ine Italianate house b u i l t i n 1850. Two and 
one half stories high, i t features a bracketed hood over the center entrance, projecting 
window hoods on the three bay facade and west elevation, two story bracketed b ay 
windows: on the east elevation, round-arched windows in the gables and a dormer. 
Behind the house is a stable capped with a cupola and weather vane. 
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Constructed in 1841, the Edwin Locke House (#13) is a two and a half story, four 
bay Greek Revival structured The clapboarded house has comer pilasters,a heavy 
entablature and f u l l comice on the pedimented gable. A one story porch with 
fluted columns runs along the length of the facade. A pedimented door opens 
onto Somerset Street. Attached to the rear elevation is a bam. 

The Joseph Yates House (#73) is a two and a half story building constructed in 
1846"! me flat roofed, enclosed entrance portico, is supported by square Doric columns, 
and has oval windows in the sites. There are wide comer boards and a deep entablature. The 
south elevation has a columned porch. 

The Captain Stephen Frost House (#2), built c. 1763, is the oldest building in the district. 
I t is a two and a half story, 5 bay, central chimney, center entrance house. Weathered 
shingles cover the clapboards. Window sash is 6/9, and there is a small entrance portico. 
Although the bam is gone, a stone wall and open space reflect the original setting. 





QMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Baldwin, Prices, Tne Story of Belmont, Belmont Historical Society, 1953 
Betts, Richard B., The Streets of Belmont and How They Were Named, Belmont Historical 

Society, 1974 ' 
French, Camilla, series of research articles for the Belmont Citizen, 1973-74 

IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 3 8 

UTM REFERENCES 

A l l 19 I b I2 .1I2 i4 lOl I 4 . 6 i 9 t 6 l f i . l . s | 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

C l l e I L b lO Is 16 lO I I4 .6 I9 I.S .fi 1 

B | i i q | 1^19.1 L .n .n f UxeLsxel^iJi^J 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING  

o L l d | 3 | 2 , 0 l 3 , 2 , 5 | I 4 , s l 9. s l 8. 4i s i 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beginning at the southerly bounda,r)̂  of the d i s t r i c t , ruii northwest along the westerly 
l o t l ine of #26, north along rear l o t lines of #26,27,,30 and 36,; east along l o t l ine o 
#36, northeast along rear l o t lines of #37,38,39,-40,41,42,43 and 45, south along yo: 
lines of $45 and 13, east .along rear l o t lines of #12,11 aiid lOA, north along west lo t 
line of #8, east along rear l o t l ine of #5 and south along east lo t "lines of -̂ 5 rnrl 

(cent.) 
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

lO t 

STATE CODE COUNTY COUE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE f 

IQFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Elizabeth T. DLirfee, Inventory Coordinator, 

i 

- t i l Camilla French,Belncnt Hj 
tor ica l (Commission 

1 

Li ORGANIZATION.. 

ivlassacjiusetts Historical Coranssion 
DATE - J 

October 25, 1973 V ' M 
STREETS. NUMBER . 

294 Washington Street , -v, ,- . 
TELEPHONE 

(617) .727-847C 
CITY OR TOWN 

Belr;X)nt 
STATE 

I«iassaduisetts 
\ 

aSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS; 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Presfefvation Offlcer^or the Na'tlonal Hi'^toric "Prese'rvation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and orCfcedures set forth by the National Park Service. ' • 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE Execut ive D i r e c t o r , Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l CoinmissionDATE 

FDR NPS USE ONLY 

i HEfiBBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPEfiTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

/ / ^ DATE ^ ^ - / J ? - 7 ? 

:GTpn, orrioE or juiOjiBOhG v̂î î L 
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instrumental in the incorporation of Belmont as a town (1859) and were both Representatives 
to the ̂ 'Iassachusetts Legislature. The Wellington land once stretched through what is 
now Belmont Center; their market gardens were famous for many years. 

Th^ Thomas BlaJce House and Stable (#52-53) was the home of the son of George Fordyce 
Blake, inventor of the water meter and the Blake steam punp, known and adapted in 
innumerable ways throughout the world. Thomas Blake participated in the growth 
of his father's multi-million dollar enterprise. 

Centrally located on a large tract of land,the Isaac Locke House (#15) originally 
had acres of market gardens and orchards associated with i t . Locke's father, Samuel 
Jr.,served in the Revolution. Supplies were continually obtained for the provincial 
arm/ from the productive Locke farm. As the population of Boston and the vicinity 
increased, the Locke farm benefited from greater demand for produce. After the 
construction of Quincy Market in Boston, Isaac Locke and his sons moved their 
business from Faneuil Hall to the newer building where they prospered as Isaac Locke 
and Co. 

Isaac's son Edwin built the Edwin Locke House (#13). Educated at Groton Academy, he 
carried on his father's produce business. While Belmont was s t i l l part of West 
Cambridge, Locke served on the Board of Assessors and School Committee. Following 
Belmont's incorporation, he was on the f i r s t Board of Assessors, and later, on the 
Belmont School Committee. 

The builder of the Alexander House (#61), Dr. John Locke Alexander served as post­
master at the Wellington H i l l Post Office from 1855-59. He was also on the West 
Cambridge School Committee. In 1880 Locke wrote the section on Belmont's history for 
Drake's History of Middlesex County. 

Albert Higgins, owner of the Albert Higgins House (#43), was a housewright whose 
fine details are seen in many of Belmont's elegant mid-19th century houses. He also 
built the f i r s t Town Hall/ Schoolhouse, The Waverly Schoolhouse (now a fire station) 
and was responsible for numerous alterations and repairs to other town buildings. 
He was closely involved in the petition to incorporate Belmont. In 1855 Higgins 
sold his house to Joseph Cartland, an uncle of the poet John Greenleaf Whittier. 
Botli Higgins and Cartland Avere active in the abolition movement. In 1870 Otis 
Simonds bought the house. He conducted a successful wholesale beef business in 
Faneuil Hall for 40 years and was an original incorporator of the Belmont Savings 
Bank. 
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The Joseph Yates House (#73) was the home of Joseph Yates and his wife, the 
daughter of Charles Wellington. Yates ran an express business between Belmont and 
Boston in the 1860's and later established a paper stock business in Boston. He 
was also an active participant in forming the new town of Belmont. 

The Orchard H i l l Boarding School for Young Ladies (#25) was founded by David Mack, 
Belmont's f i r s t librarian and a scholar of note. Visitors at his home included Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, Nathaniel Hawthorne, William Lloyd Garrison and Elizabeth Peabody, who 
initiated the kindergarten movement in the United States. 

The James Perry House (#64) was the home of James Brown, founder of Little Brown 
Publishing Conpany. 

Nunbers 3, 4, 6 and 7 were a l l tied into the Fletcher family. Thfe J. Varnum Fletcher 
House (#6) and Stable (#4) were the f i r s t to be built in 1856. Fletcher was a state 
senator, one of Belmont's f i r s t selectmen, and owner of a wholesale beef business in 
Faneuil Hall. His son George built his house (#3) on the other side of the stables. 
He carried on his father's business and was an active member of the Boston Food and 
Produce Exchange. J. Varnum Fletcher gave the James Munroe Hale House (#7) to his 
daughter, Frances Ann, upon her marriage to James Hale. 

Other successful Faneuil Hall merchants were Charles Grant Winn and his son Charles 
Wellington Winn (#67 and 69). Greenhouse farming allowed the Winns and other 
Belmont farmers to grow year round crops. The Winn farm of 20 acres later lent its 
name to a Belmont brook, a school and a street. 

The builder of the Abby Morton Diaz House (#27) was a writer of childem's books and 
a member of the Women's Suffragette League. Diaz was one of the f i r s t women associated 
with the Socialists and Nationalists in Edward Bellamy's movement. 

The Old Library (#51) was donated to the town by Henry Underwood whose family was 
responsible for the Underwood food industry and who lived in Belmont. I t is presently 
used for the school department's administrative offices. 
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east along rear lot line of #3 and 2, south along east lot line of #2, 
east to north comer lot lot of #1, south along the center of Stella Street, 
west along the center of Pleasant Street, south along east lot line of #74, 
west along rear lot lines of #74,73,72,71,70,69,68,67,66,65,64,63,62,60,59, 
58,57,56,55,54,53-53,51 and 50, northwest along the center "Of'Concor(i 
Avenue to #49, south along east lot line of #49, southwest along rear lot lines 
of #49,48, and 47 and northwest to the starting point. 
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Pleasant Street Historic D i s t r i c t 10 1 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Beginning at the southerly boundary of the d i s t r i c t , the boundary runs 
northwest along the westerly l o t l i n e of #26, north along rear l o t lines of 
#26,27,30 and 36, east along north l o t l i n e of #36 and 21, east and northeast 
along rear l o t lines of #21,20,19 and 18, northwest along southwest l o t line 
of #41, north along east side of Wellington Lane and west l o t l i n e of #45, 
south along east l o t lines of #45 and 13, east along north side of Pleasant 
Street, northwest along west l o t l i n e of #7, east along rear l o t lines of #7,6, 
4,3 and 2, southeast along east l o t l i n e of #2, southwest along north side of 
Pleasant Street, south along east l o t l i n e of #73, west along rear l o t lines 
of #73,72,71,70,69,68,67,66,65,64,63,62,60,59,58,57,56,55,54,53,52,51 and 50, 
northwest along the center of Concord Avenue to #49, south along east l o t l i n e of #49, 
southwest along rear l o t lines of #49 and 46, north west to the north curbline 
ofiPleasant street and south to the s t a r t i n g point. 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The boundary lines of the Pleasant Street Historic D i s t r i c t follow the 
the l o t lines or street curblines along Pleasant Street, extending up 
several side streets. Properties costiguous to the d i s t r i c t boundaries 
are mid-twentieth century structures that do not relate a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y or 
vis u a l l y to properties w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t . Vf.ith the exception of 
scattered twentieth century r e s i d e n t i a l intrusions, the buildings w i t h i n 
the d i s t r i c t are eighteenth or nineteenth structures of exceptional 
architectural significance. 

























































HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF THE CLASSICS 

524 Pleasant St. 
Belmont MA 02178 
February 2, 1979 

Dr. William J . Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior 
Pension Building 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

A t t n : NCM 

Re: H32 - NR 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

We were very much interested in your letter of January 24th, 
1979 with regard to the inclusion of the "Pleasant Street Histor­
i c a l D i s t r i c t " in the o f f i c i a l l i s t of historical buildings wnicn 
constitutes the National Register of Historical Places. 

Quite apart from our personal interest in this matter, we\like 
to point out that we have been members of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation since 1967 and, therefore, are committed to 
the aims which you and the National Register pursue. We have 
applauded, from the beginning, the efforts of certain fellow c i t i ­
zens to protect this area of Pleasant Street, because i t abounds in 
houses which should be preserved and are worthy of the protection 
which they would receive once listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Our house was built in 1875 by a member of the firm of Ware 
and Van Brunt, the builders of Memorial Hall at Harvard University, 
and in fact i t i s contemporary with that building, now so sadly 
mutilated, after i t lost i t s tower. I t might be of interest in this 
connection that Mrs. Bloch, while planting a small tree on our prop­
erty, found a coin of King George I I dated in 1720. 

May we conclude, then, that we enthusiastically endorse the 
nomination of the Pleasant Street Historical District for l i s t i n g 

the National Register of Historical Places, including our home, 
"Charles Wellington Winn House". 

m 
the 

Sincerely, 

Herbert Bloch 
Pope Professor of the Latin 
Language and Literature 
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P.S. To avoid any further mistake, may I c a l l to your attention 
that our names are Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Bloch (incorrectly 
spelled in your letter "Block"). 

-•3 
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490 Pleasant St. 
Belmont MA 02178 
February 9, 1979 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Pension Building 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

ATTN: NOM 

H32-NR 

Dear Dr. Murtagh, 

I am very interested i n your l e t t e r of January 24, 
1979 concerning the pending l i s t i n g of my property, 
located i n an h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t , i n the National Register 
of H i s t o r i c Places. 

However, the manner i n which you have addressed your 
material would need an important change, should the prop­
erty l i s t i n g become a r e a l i t y . The "Joseph Yates House" 
has been owned since October 1957 solely by (Mrs.) Joan 
Gradison Coe. In no manner has Mr. Christopher W.B. Coe 
played a role as owner of t h i s property. 

Therefore, to avoid any further mistake, I c a l l to 
your attention the need to make t h i s important change of 
names i n your records so that the name of Joan Gradison 
Coe be published i n the National Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places. 

Sincerely yours, 

Joan Gradison Coe 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

A p r i l 10, 1979 

Ms. Margaret Orelup 
Registration Branch 
National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Margaret: 

Enclosed is a revised verbal boundary description for the Pleasant Street 
Historic D i s t r i c t , Belmont, Massachusetts. In keeping with the boundary 
changes, you w i l l notice I also cut out property #47 in the south corner 
of the d i s t r i c t . I agree that this creates a tighter d i s t r i c t . Below 
the boundary description you w i l l find a boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n . In 
addition, I amended the acreage to 35 acres, and, in item #7, paragraph 
2, changed the number of buildings in the d i s t r i c t from 68 to 62, the 
number of residential properties from 65 to 59, and the number of in­
trusions from 24 to 13. I have rewritten the last sentence in that 
paragraph to read, "with the exception of the Town Hall, Old Library, 
and #24A, a l l of the properties are included within the bounds of a 
local historic d i s t r i c t . " (A copy of this revised page is enclosed.) 

I hope the nomination is now in order for l i s t i n g , but let me know i f 
you have any more problems. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth T. Durfee ^ 
Inventory Coordinator 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosure 

ETD/pg V 
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