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Original Appearance

1. Exterior--The Ezra Meeker Mansion had white clapboard siding and
very ornate, wooden trim around all the window casings and below the
eaves. There was a large front porch with a correspondlng balcony on
the second floor. A small balcony was on the east side of the house on
the second floor. A porte-cochere, or carriage entrance, was on the
west side of the house and had wooden, circular stairs which led into the
mansion's sun porch. The porches and balconies had elaborately deco-
rated, wooden railings and pillars. The bricks in the chimneys were
assembled to be decorative as well as useful. The foundatlon was made

of gray stone and a widow's walk topped the mansion. L me Coe b 47

2. Interior--The mansion had fifteen rooms, with twelve-foot ce111ngs.
Six beautiful fireplaces with hand _carved wooden mantels, ornate tile
work, and mirrors heated the mansion. Metal coverings and tile flooring
of the fireplaces were part of the decor. Speaking tubes helped communi-
cation in the mansion. Gold-leaf molding, fancy metal doorknobs and
hinges, built-in bolt locks on the doors, and old-fashioned inside blinds
were part of every room. There were frescoed ceilings, decorated ceil-
ings, and plaster sculptures mounted near the window casings. Huge light
fixtures for gas lights illuminated the mansion. Indoor plumbing with
marble fixtures and tin bathtubs added luxury. Beautiful ieaded, stained
glaés windows were framed with casings of ash and walnut. The patterns
of the woodwork in the doors, baseboards, and window casings were hand

crafted to custom-fit the areas of the house.

13

Special Features--The foundation, a wall of gray stone four feet thick,
surrounded the basement. Small metal doors at the base of each chimney
opened for removing ashes. The pillars and floor joists for the massive
building were in full view. Wooden partitions made up four small rooms
that were used as a fruit room, dairy room, and possibly a fuel and
storage room. Gas lights were in the basement.

SNOITLDONYLSNI

The main floor consisted of the drawihg room, parlor, library, a bath-
room, dining room, kitchen, pantry, hallway, and sun porch. The floor
in the drawing room was teakwood. The decor of the parlor was cedar
and the library was of redwood. The hallway had the main entrance,
comprised of double doors of walnut with panels of leaded, stained glass.
The main stairway had a newel post of hand-carved cherry wood, and the
railing and balustrades of the stairway were hand-turned cherry wood., A
large stained glass window was on the west side of the hallway and was
also part of the sun porch. Double sliding doors opened off the hall into
the parlor and the drawing room. A third set of double sliding
nected the parlor and the library. The servants' stairway w theg(
kitchen and went up to the third floor. The second floor had WO smali(é}h
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rooms which were used as servants' quarters " The master bedroom was
built with a small dressing room adjacent that had a built-in wardrobe
closet used by the Meekers. The billiard room had a fireplace mantel,
window casings, and baseboards of curly maple. A large bathroom, the oak
room, and the ash room are on the second floor. Access to the second-
floor balcony was furnished by an unusual window which raised high enough
to allow a person to walk through the opening. A door provided access to
the second smaller balcony on the east side. ‘

The ballroom was located on the third floor, and there was a stage for
actors and musicians. There were four rooms under the eaves to the
west, and south of the ballroom which were for guests. The staj

the widow's walk was on the third floor.

Present .Appea'rahce

1. Exterlor--The orrg1nal clapboard siding is now’ covered wi
shingle 31d1ng Most of the wood trim around the w1ndows has k
removed. The wood spheres on the balcony ra111ng are gone.
of the front porch and the carrlage porte-cochere have been replaced
ordinary wooden posts. Most of the wood trim that remains on the house
could be sanded and painted.. Some of it has rotted and will have to be re- .
placed. The wooden steps for the front porch and the carriage porte-
cochere have been replaced with ugly concrete. .The decorative chimneys
were leveled to the roof by two previous earthquakes; however, many of the
bricks were salvaged. There are no cracks in the four-foot-thick stone
foundation. Structurally, the house is very SOLID! There is no evidence of
dry rot or any other structural defect. Routine maintenance and cleaning
will go a long way toward restoring it. T'he’ widow's walk is intact. Fire
escapes were added when the mansion was used as a nursing home and will
be removed in the restoration, '

2. Interior--Some of the ceilings have been lowered and some of the deco-
rative moldlng has been removed from the walls. Some moldlng was kept.
The original light fixtures are gone, although a few plaster bases still
remain on some ceilings. All of the original flooring is covered with lino-
leum tile. There have been a few minor changes, such as added ‘closets or
the removal of a door or window in a few places. The changes are minor
and pose no problem in restoring the house to'its original state. Most of the
woodwork is in beautiful condition with no change in the baseboards, doors,
or window casings. Where changes have been made, the woodwork doesn't
match; however, some of the woodwork that was taken up was kept. The
tin bathtubs have been removed, although some of the marble slabs for

the plumbing still remain. The fireplaces are in very good condition
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considering the age of the house, Some extra tiles for the fireplaces were
kept. A recent arson fire damaged a portion of the main staircase but the
damage can be repaired. The lead melted out of a nearby stained glass
window which can also be repaired since there was no breakage. Two
carved doors were found which were part of the house. Cleaning up will go
a long way toward restoring the house. '
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

EZRA MEEKER--BUILDER AND FIRST RESIDENT OF THE MANSION

1637 The first Meekers came to America from England. Ezra Meeker's
ancestors include a Timothy Meeker who fought in the Revolu-
tionary War, and Nathan Meeker, founder of Greeley, Colorado.

Aty
i

1830~ Lszja Meeker was born near Hu_ntsvi,lle,' Ohio‘, on Dece}mbér 29.

1852 Ezra Meeker traveled over the Oregdn Trail from Iowa with'his -
. wife and infant son. From Portland, they traveled north to the
~ Washington Territory. For a time they settled near Kalama, on
McNeil Island, and the Fern Hill area farming. Meeker also
helped operate a general store at Steilacoom with h1s brother and
father :

1862 Ezra Meeker, his wife, and four children came to Pilyallup and
purchased Jerry Stilly's homestead claim. This land is now the
center of town. Home was a two- room cabin, wh1ch the family
occupled from 1862 until 1886 '

1877 Ez}ra Meeker p}atted the town"of Puyallup and gave the settlément
its name. Some settléers suggested the name of "Meekerville, "
but Meeker did not want his name used.

1880's Ezra ‘Meeker's father brought h1m some hop plants. Ezra pro-‘
moted the growing of hops in this area, W’ﬁlhcﬁwresulted in bringing
a $20 million industry here. He was known as the "Hop King of
the World" because his method of curing hops made them the
finest in the world. His 500 acres yielded a crop of 400 tons

annually with an income of $500, 000.

1887 Ezra Meeker was President of the Pioneer Association of the
* State of Washington. The Meeker family moved to the Ezra
‘Meeker Mansion even though constructlon was still in progress.-
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8. Signiﬁcance (continued)

. New York City and Washington, D.C, He gave speeches and -
helped raise funds for markers and monuments to be placed along.! ‘L]

‘a national highway, Presidents Theodore Roosevelt and Calvin

Ezra Meeker was the founder of the Oregon Trail Memorial Association
which is located in Gering, Nebraska, He is known in all the states that
comprise the Oregon Trail, and the markers and monuments which he

dedicated and helped to finance are still standing, Independence Rock, a

Ezra Meeker was Puyallup's first mayor, The city was incorporated
in 1890 with Meeker being instrumental in the incorporation pro-
cedures, -

On January 29, Ezra Meeker left his home in Puyallup wi
prairie schooner pulled by a yoke of oxen., He retraced t

Ty
the Oregon Trail route.

A second trip over the 4O‘re‘gon Trail route by ox team was made to
further promote and publicize the need for markers along the Trail,
He asked Congress to appropriate monies to make the Oregon Trail

Coolidge encouraged Meeker in his efforts to preserve the Oregon
Trail, '

At the age of 94, he flew over the Oregon Trail route with Lit.
Oakley C. Kelly from Vancouver, Washington. He is credited
with being the only man to cross the nation by ox team, railway,
automobile, and airplane.

There were 171 markers along the Oregon Trail route as a result
of Meeker's promotional efforts.

Henry Ford designed a special car shaped like a prairie schooner
for Meeker to drive across the Oregon Trail. The ""Oxmobile'
was never used by Ezra Meeker because he was not well enough

to make the trip. Meeker died December 3, 1928, with pneumonia
in Seattle, Washington, In less than a month he would have been
98 years old,

e e
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famous landmark of the Oregon Trail, bears a bronze plaque with the
likeness of Ezra Meeker set in the rock. The United States Treasu
produced the Oregon Trail Commemorative 50-cent coins as a res
Meeker's promotional efforts.

Historical Significance

Ezra Meeker owned and resided in two homes in Puyallup. The first &‘11}31
of the Meeker family was a cabin on the homestead claim Wthh Meeker
purchased from Jerry Stilly. At the time Meeker purchased the claim there
was a one-room cabin, eight feet high and sixteen feet square. Meeker
added a second room of the same dimensions to the existing structure, and
the two rooms were connected by a five-foot-wide, double fireplace made

of float lava rock. This two-room cabin was home for the Meeker family
from 1862 until 1886. Unfortunately, this cabin was not preserved The
wooden cabin rotted away and eventually fell down.

When Ezra Meeker moved to the mansion he don‘ated the site of the cabin’
to the city for a park. The park is appropriately named Pioneer Park (see
map). The large ivy vine that once grew over the original cabin is still
growing today. The vine is supported by several steel and concrete pillars
which outline the dimensions of the Orig.inal,cabin. Next to the cabin site
is a life-size statue of Ezra Meeker mounted on a large, concrete base.
This statue was placed in the park and dedicated during Meeker's lifetime.

The Ezra Meeker Mansion is the only remaining home of this famous
pioneer, and it was the home of Meeker and his family for more than
twenty years. The family moved into the mansion in 1886 or 1887. Itis
believed that construction on the mansion was completed about 1890. Mr.
Meeker built the mansion from wealth hé acquired while being internation-
ally known as the "Hop King of the World.'" During the years that Meeker
lived in the mansion, he became nationally known for his outstanding
accomplishment of retracing and marking the Oregon Trail. Both the
mansion and the property are significant. The Meeker Mansion was the
end of the Oregon Trail for Mr. Meeker; however, it was also the site
where he began his work of retracing and marking the Trail (see photo).

It is not surprising that the Meeker Mansion was built facing the railroad
tracks to the north of the property. Ezra Meeker worked with financier
Jay Cooke in promoting the building of the Northern Pacific Railroad in
the Pacific Northwest. One of his early writings was a pamphlet called
"Washington Territory West of the Cascade Mountains.' The pamphlet
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While residing at the Meeker Mansion, Meeker devoted any spare ti
writing, The result was twelve books, most of them dealing with the
Oregon Trail and the history of the Puget Sound area in Washington State.
He was Puyallup's most prominent citizen, known internationally, nation-
ally, and locally as Puyallup's founder and first mayor, The Meeker
Mansion was the social and political center of the valley, with many
prominent guests including top railroad officials and lavish entertaining.
Some of the plants that Meeker imported are still on the site today, There
are holly trees which he brought from England and also a ginkgo tree.

The Ezra Meeker Mansion is the most significant pioneer home in town and
is one of a very few historic homes remaining in the State of Washington.
It is the only remaining residence that Meeker occupied for a considerable
period of time and it is even more significant because his homestead cabin
was not preserved.

Ar chitectural Signific an’ce

The Ezra Meeker Mansion is one of a very few remaining Victorian-s‘tyle
mansions built in the State of Washington. This mansion is an especially
good example because of the very high quality imported fireplaces; leaded,
stained glass windows; and unusual woods used in the interior of the home.

Educational Significance

Preservation of the Ezra Meeker Mansion as an educational facility is im-
portant because it is the home of the marker of the Oregon Trail, The
Meeker Mansion is a monument to the American ideals of the pioneer
spirit and hard work. It is a good example of the style of architecture of
the 1890's. When restored and furnished, it will be an interpretive center
depicting the style of living of the 1890's. A number of school groups have
already toured the mansion, and requests for such tours are still being
received and honored, From June, 1970, through December, 1970, the
Meeker Mansion had over 10, 000 visitors.
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