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The De Soto National Memorial commemorates the landing of Hernando De Soto 
in Florida in 1539. Locally called Shaw's Point, it was established by 
the United States De Soto Expedition Commission in 1939 as the general 
area in which De Soto disembarked. In 1948, the National Park Service 
acquired 30 acres of Shaw's Point to establish the De Soto National Memorial

Although there is no agreement among reputable historians that the Point 
was the actual landfall of the De Soto expedition, it is generally accepted 
that Shaw's Point, situated at the motith of the Manatee River, would have 
been a convenient landing place. De Soto himself made no reference to the 
landing point, but went on to describe the immediate wooded area as swampy 
and thick with vast and lofty forests.

Presently, the De Soto National Memorial encompasses 30 acres of landscaped 
area and tidal mangrove swamp. The swamp does not contain a "virgin" 
mangrove growth of 400+ years of replenishment; almost all growth is only 
31-36 years old or less. The water's edge is naturally buttressed with 
different types of'surface materials and a ridge of deposit shell atop the 
beach face.

Located within the Memorial are remnants of shell mounds and walkways, 
apparently left by groups of Indians during the period of approximately 
400 AD to 1700 AD. Also within the park, a "tabby house" was built in 
1843 by William Shaw, one of the first settlers in Manatee County. The 
house fell into ruin after Shaw moved away in 1856. It was excavated in 
1964 and remains an archaeological site.

In 1939, the Colonial Dames of America erected a commemorative marker to 
De Soto on an acre of land near what is now the parking lot. Since it s 
establishment as a National Memorial in 1948, the National Park Service 
has installed administrative, interpretive, and maintenance facilities 
all of which are currently in excellent condition.

Approximately 4 acres containing the parking area, residence, maintenance 
area and landscaping are composed of modern fill dredged from the Mantee 
River in the mid 1950's. The remainder of the area is in its natural 
state.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCF.

The De Soto National Memorial commemorates the landing of the De Soto 
expedition in Florida in 1539 and the first extensive organized exploration 
of the interior of the southeastern part of the United States. However, 
the Memorial or Shaw's Point cannot be administered as a historic site 
with respect to the De Soto journey because of the disagreement among 
historians as to the exact location of De Soto's landfall. But, it is 
generally accepted that he landed in the vicinity of Tampa Bay.

After their disembarkment, the Spanish began their march through 4000 
miles of unknown land. They penetrated as far north as present Tennessee 
and as far west as Texas. De Soto died in 1542 and was buried in the Missis 
sippi River. The remnants of the expedition built ships at the confluence 
of the Arkansas and Mississippi Rivers where they were set afloat in the 
spring flloods of 1543. They sailed into the Gulf to civilized Mexico.
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