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To build his house Marshall Me Cully had to "borrow11 sod from a 
neighbor a mile to the north -where the soil was less sandy, the 
cover of buffalo grass better matted. There, with team and Ik-inch 
"sod buster" plow, he turned over long strips of virgin prairie 
land, about six inches thick, which he cut into 18-inch lengths. 
(The sod from approximately half an acre was needed for the house 
he had in mind.) These individual building blocks, hauled back to 
his homestead by wagon, were laid   grassy side down   with 
overlapping joints like regular stones or bricks. As Mr. Me Cully 
planned a larger house than usual   he ended with two 10 x 12-foot 
rooms   he built his outside walls with two thicknesses of sod. 
The two-foot-and-thicker walls not only added strength, but kept 
the soddy warmer in winter, cooler in summer.

An end-to-end cedar ridge-pole, buttressed in the center by the 
log partition between the two rooms, supported the low roof. Split 
logs extended from it to either side of the house, supporting in 
turn the sod roof. With good alkali beds near by Mr. Me Cully was 
able to smooth his walls with a plaster that is still in place. 
Each room had a window on three sides, its own outside door, and a 
connecting door. The dirt floor was covered in l8?£ with the present 
wooden flooring.

Restoration work, as indicated in Section 8, has been limited for 
the most part to necessary maintenance and repairs. The idea has 
not been to "pretty up" the soddy, but rather to show it as it was 
when the McCullys lived in it. The sheet iron cover building has 
been added only to protect the histdric home.



PERIOD (Cttectc One or More as Appropriate)

D Pre-Columbian | Q 16th Century 

D 15th Century D 17th Century

>8th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC PATE(S) (If Applic*bte anrfKnown) l89U tO 1909

AREAS OF StGCtlFlCANCE (Check One or Store as Appropriate)

Abor igtnol

O Prehistoric

O Historic 

IT"1 Agriculture 

£2 Architecture 

D Art 

f~l Commerce 

{ | Communications 

| | Conservation

Politico! 

Religion/Phi­ 

losophy

'\/i/,^ fcr \e' w>? m~T
!,.&,{

I/Human - 

riai

Theater 

Transportation

[| Urban Planning 

D Other (Specify)

u

o:

UJ

TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A close parallel often exists between the cost of an item and the 
length of service it gives. Certainly this is true in the case of 
the sod house. Constructed of blocks of grass-matted soil, its cost 
was understandably low. The Great ELains were blanketed by sod - 
more than enough for the walls and roofs of the estimated one million 
"soddies" constructed, for the most part, in the last half of the 
19th century. But if its cost was low, so was its life expectancy. 
Not only did the elements tend to hurry the "dust to dust" 
transition   especially on the largely treeless prairies where hard 
rain showers and persistent winds are as common as soap weed and 
buffalo grass   but so did the area's housewives and homemakers. As 
means became available, and alternate buiJLding materials, most home­ 
steaders were quick to erect more conventional dwellings. The 
average sod house, abandoned and neglected, rarely lasted more than 
a dozen years or so.

The two-rjoom Me Cully sod house in northwestern Oklahoma is a rare, 
perhaps unique," certainly invaluable exception. Erected in l&9b* it 
is the only original example of this type of construction in Oklahoma 
and, some believe, the last original sod house built by a homesteader. 
Now partially restored and preserved in a protective metal building, 
it is open to the public as a state historical monument, an impressive 
testimonial to the hardiness and resourcefulness of the pioneers who 
settled and developed the western prairies.

Marshall Me Cully staked his claim to the quarter section on which 
the sod house stands a few d^s after the Cherokee Outlet was opened 
to settlement by run on September 16, 1893   He built his two-room, 
12 x 2U-foot house in August 189)4 and lived in it until 1909, when 
he and his family moved into a large frame house nearby. It is 
believed that the wind protection given by the new house, with the 
shelter provided by an elm tree which grew up at the corner of the 
soddy, were at least partly responsible for its survival the fifty- 
plus years it served the Me Cully family for storage. Mr. McCully 
kept his home here until he died in August 1963, at 95- On December 
31, 1963, exactly 60 years after the patent for the land was issued 
to hiinpthe Oklahoma Historical Society acquired the structure.
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8. Significance

Only necessary restoration work has been attempted - repair of two 
outside corners of the house, replacement of sod on the roof. Interior 
walls have been repainted with a substance similar to that used by 
Mr, McCully at the time of building. Aside from a cook stove, some 
quilts made by Mrs. McCully, and a few of Mr. Me Cully ! s tools, most of 
the furnishings of the house are not original, but merely representative 
of the homesteading period. (Ironically, most of the McCully belong­ 
ings were destroyed in a fire a few years after the family moved out of 
the soddy.) Of the McCully home, Administrative Secretary Elmer L. 
Fraker of the Oklahoma Historical Society has this to say:

This sod house is of historical significance because it 
helps show how people lived in the early years of settlement 
on the great plains. The sod house, of cheap construction 
and ease of erection, had much to do with making it possible 
for homesteaders to exist during the early years of their 
newly acquired farms. TtfLthout the use of sod for houses, 
settlement of the great plains would have been much more 
difficult and greatly delayed.
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