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Chase County Courthouse
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Chase
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.CATEGORY 

(Check One)

District.:.. ® -Building,

Site Q Structure

Q Object

OWNERSHIP"

Private. 

Both"

Public Acgy.isiti.on:.

|| In Process , , 

[ |   Being Considered

'.STATUS--:

PCI Occupied ; . _ 

Q. Unoccupied , 

[7] Preservation; work 

,in progress

Yes:
133 Restricted 

Q Unrestricted

a NO
PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
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I | Commercial 

I | Educational 
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Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum

D Park"

CH Private Residerice

CD Religious

I I Scientific

I I Transportation 

n Other (Specify)

I I Comments

OWNER'S NAME:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

______ __ Cottonwood Falls
STATE: CODE

20

>
Wm

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

Cl TY OR TOWN:

Kansas

TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: 1939 Federal State County Local
'DEPOSITORY FOR SUR VEY RE CORDS:

STREET AND NUMBERjOOQ

Records destroyed, A guide book5 Kansas^.was published in~~ : ! • --• " ———~

CITY OR TOWN:



CONDITION
jjg] Excellent

Q Altered

ZJ Good [

(Check One)

'. E

u f°ir

Unaltered

(Check One) 

I Deteriorated D Ruins Q. Unexposed

'f Cftecfc iSne.) 

D Moved £1 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND O RI G! N A l_ (i f known) PHYSI C Al_ APPEAR ANGE

Chase CountyCourthouse^ is a magnificent ^ _^___ 
eonstructed of to^^^|i|^^tjDjie> which was quarriei^on tneTtbwn site. 
The building sits on a rojigl^ which 
projects several feet ab©lre~gr6und level* Ther^ is a full basement,

A ho^^on^J-jDj^^jcte^sto^e^^^^^^^^
brnstje_e^nj^5e provides a separation between the

tooled limestone and the^red-painted mansard roof. In ornamental
fence is located on the tot) iserimetier of the mansard roof, 

extends above the
Windows on the f irstf ^ ^ ___________.-. ......__.......,,,_„,..,,,,

have^ arc^elFlJ^nt^Kir''""X^p:p§Jee^ window 
:gro^sIS3iiIISie^ad-floor»^ 'fhir||JSoor windows"" are''^of 'two".lypes^»" 
paired recjtangul.ar^ windows with a ^SFv^'peicffitent anei oval shaped
windows with ornamental

The main_facja|lej is^jr^^
the clock tower above tie center portion^ and ther main^ ientrancse in the 
center portion. The main j^trj^nce^ ^J^ 
located directly above It on the second floor, ••-: r..^—.^^,,^

"The'"interijpr^is;^je^ancM-J^^JlSllJ^ stairway extending from the 
first floof^fo the third floor. - ~——,^,_



PERIOD f Check One or More as Appropriate)

F~1 Pre-Columbian | I I 16th Century 

Q T 5th Century Q 17th Century

18th Century 

T9th Century

Q 20th Century

•SPECIFIC DATE(S> (If Applicable and Known)
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Aboriginal " 

PI Prehistoric 

~O Historic , 

PI Agriculture 

BC1 Architecture 

D Art 

[ | Commerce 

[ | Communications 

| | Conservation

flr Education^ 

[ [ Engineering 

[_j Industry "- 

( | Invention 

PI Landscape

Architecture 

| | Literature

Q Military 

Q Music

Political

Religion/Phi­ 

losophy

Science r

Sculpture 

  Socta I/Human­ 

itarian

Theater

Transportation

|~|' Urban Planning 

Q ^Other ^Specify)

1TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

u

The Chase County Courthouse in J^ottonwood Falls has served 
that Flint Hills county sinqe ^l8?3K^In 1871 voters of Chase county 
tid.ce went to the polls and voted for a courthouse. The first 
election on May 23 decided that public buildings should be con­ 
structed; at the second election on August 16 the; people approved 
a bond issu/e of J>1±0,000 to build a courthouse and jail.

James Bannon of Leavenworth with the low bid of |36,2it5 was 
awarded the construction eontraet. The architect and superintendent 
was John Q, Haskellya noted Lawrence, ^ans as, architect who also 
designed the State Capitol. The building was completed in October, 
1873, at a total cost of 1^2,599.86, and a housewarining and ball 
were held October 17 with the building open to the public frotti 
9 a. fe. to midnight. The building has been in continuous use as 
the seat of county government since Ahat tiJie, and much of the 
building is virtually unchanged.

The people of Chase county have .a great pride in their dis­ 
tinctive courthouse. In 1953 they held an 80th "birthday party11 
at which a spotlighting system was installed to floodlight the 
north facade and dome. When fire "of undetermined origin damaged 
part of tie tower in December, 1966, the people insisted that it 
be restored exactly as it was. The architect's original specifi­ 
cations were produced to insure accuracy.

The Chase^fanty Courthouse is a truly excellent example of 
the Renaissance influence on Kansas buildings. This magnificent 
architectural landmark is also the v.oj^est 
in use in Kansas.



"Chase County Would Bather Fight than £ 
Eagle, June 2, 1967. 

Haueke, Margaret, "Castle-like Chase C< 
Wichita Morning Eagle, November 2' 

History of the State of Kansas (Chicagc
"Kansas Courthouses," 

pp. 15, 38. 
Meyer, Ruth, "Chase C 

Magazine, Octobe]

Kansas Goverpneni

Switch the Courthouse Tower," Wichita

Dunty ''Courthouse Built in 1872," 
?, 1955. : • 
5, A. T. Andreas, 1883), p. 1357. 
b Journal, v. 32, no. 8 (August, 19k6),

ountians to Fete 80-Year Old Building," Wichita Eagle
p 11, 1953. - s ^y - , « : ,,' —— ;
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING'THE PROPERTY C

v " - ' '. i

CORNER LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW ° 

NE ° 

SE ° ' "
sw ° -< . .

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o > »

o > » 

• o i »

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
1 • DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
» " 'OF LESS THAN' TEN ACRES! ——————————————— •• ————————————— r —————————————————————————— e —— 

LATITUDE , LONGITUDE

Degrees. Minutes ^Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
o . , "T "" " r t .'"•-."., o ,

.;3l 22 21 96 32 30

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY*: 2,5 ^ ^^\\\ "f^^s.

|LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES

STATE:

STATE:

STATE:

STATE: .

FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE O Ry^^\J^rY"^ob'N^XR;l fes

- . . CODE
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CODE
* -

COUNTY y^ S^/ r—i "^V^3s. CODE

. -. -, /V'CZi' ^ '.<Hi Y^
COUNTY ' ^J \A-^ ~ " ' <£~ *~I* \^\ CODE

COUNTY \^ip% LL-J -^ "^ fv^ /^/ CODE••'.-. N^'-f1^^ *•.*". yOy
COUNTY \^^S'-^. -X^f^i/ CODE

• ._ : ' • ,. x /̂olTTT6'D>xf-

NAME AND TITLE: rv> i T TT i i , * . . . - «• _ . . * ' *Charles L. Hallj Architectural Consultant
Rifihard Pflnkrsttfj Plflnn^-r

ORGANIZATION * *•••••••• - DATE . - .

Kansas State Historical Society Sept.. ?£ 107
STREET AND NUMBER: • ••- •> . • *- • • *

120 West Tenth St.
CITY OR TOWN:

: ToDeka;

: ' • • ' _•• '
As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law . 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

'National n State g] Local n

Name Kl M ^ p|-' ' V\vt/K'\
Q Nyle H. Miller 

Title Executive T Secretary 5 Kansas State
Historical Society 

Date October ?9j 1070

STATE ' -'••-- - - CODE
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic P reservation^
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"Spotlighting of Courthouse Will.Be Highlight of 80th Anniversary 
Party," Chase County Leader, October -'Hi-, 1953.


