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NITOW. REG STER (R TER A STAIBENENT (i appl i cabl e)

The Dennison School i ssisnificant for itsassociation with
Southbridse'3 persistent asricultural community andas a rare survival
of a briCK district school. | t meets National Register criteria Aand
C at thelocal level andretains integrity of setting, location,

materials, workmanship, design, feeling, andassociation. The
boundaries indicated ont heattached assessors nmap ar ethose of
current ownership, retaining a rural setting.

ARH IE:ILR&LS HCNE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other burldings v(\?\tlhin the c I o

onmoini ty.
The Denni son School House is the better preserved of twoextant nid-19th century school houses
in outlying Southbridge districts. The other, a frame structure at 383 Lebanon Hill Road, has
been considerably altered inits md-20th century adaptation as a residence. Both of these
outlying school houses are of a similar one-and-a-half story design. The Dennison School i s
somewhat unusual because brick constructionis |ess common than wood for schools in outlying
districts in Central Massachusetts towns. The entrance in the long side rather than in the
gable end of the building is also | ess coomon. Although the original plan of the Lebanon
Hill Road school is not certain, i tappears to have had the entrance in the gableend.

Athird md-19th century school house (ca. 1850) is still standing onMain Street in the
Centre Village Historic District. This twostory Italianate brick structure is larger and
somewhat nore inposing than these outlying schools because of it slocation andi t shigher
student population. The use of brick andnore el aborate architecture for schools in town
centers during this period was not unusual.

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role owmeas played in local or state higory and how the
building relates to the devdgpmeant of the comnunily.

The Denni son School District was the first school district in Southbridge. | n1742 when this

section of town was part of Sturbridge, the first school classes in*erritory now bel onging

to Southbridge were held i n Janes Deneson's barn. A school house i s known to havB exi sted

on this present site as early as 1795. | nthe md-19th century i t appears that all of the

district school houses were rebuilt. -Three surviving early schools are fromthis period.

[t is possible that the small brick Dunbar-Vinton House at Hook andHam Iton Streets rmay

have originally been a school (ca. 1800-1828). | f ] i t would be the ol dest school

building known t o be i n existence i n Southbridge. &st»¥‘\Jno\jjeyi® the Dennison School jsQn3ki«rc
the ol dest intact school building intow. The Centre Village School, nowthe Police

Station® was also built about the sane time. The precise dates of CIWchiw of these

m d-19th century .schools hasmt been docunented by current research.
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