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SOUTHBRIDGE WAS: 

AREA FORM NO. 

615 

Town Southbridge 

Address Dennison Lane 

H i s t o r i c Name Dennison School House 

( D i s t r i c t 2 ) 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original school house 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1849 

Source plague 

Style Greek R e v i v a l 

Archi t e c t unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric brick 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) side exten­

sion in the 20th c. ^ Sash with false munti 

Condition Good 
( l a t e - 2 0 t h c . ; 

Moved no Date 

Acreage (#71 fiCi^gS 

Se t t ing r u r a l area 

UTM REFERENCE 1^A45 \Z5lA6bO AGO 

USGS QUADRANGLE S:)rflb^im.^ UTR /CT 

SCALE W'TJ^^OOO 

Recorded by E. Woodford, S. Ceccacci 
eHI is. ueccacci 

Organizat ion southbr idge H i s t o r i c a l Com-
mis s ion 

Date Mav 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Dennison School i s s i s n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h 
S o u t h b r i d s e ' 3 p e r s i s t e n t a s r i c u l t u r a l community and as a r a r e s u r v i v a l 
o f a briCK d i s t r i c t s c h o o l . I t meets N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A and 
C a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l and r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . The 
bo u n d a r i e s i n d i c a t e d on t h e a t t a c h e d a s s e s s o r s map a r e t h o s e o f 
c u r r e n t ownership, r e t a i n i n g a r u r a l s e t t i n g . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 
The Dennison School House i s the better preserved of two extant nid-19th century school houses 
i n outlying Southbridge d i s t r i c t s . The other, a frame structure at 383 Lebanon H i l l Road, has 
been considerably altered i n i t s mid-20th century adaptation as a residence. Both of these 
outlying school houses are of a similar one-and-a-half story design. The Dennison School i s 
somewhat unusual because brick construction i s less common than wood for schools i n outlying 
d i s t r i c t s i n Central Massachusetts towns. The entrance i n the long side rather than i n the 
gable end of the buil d i n g i s also less common. Although the o r i g i n a l plan of the Lebanon 
H i l l Road school i s not certain, i t appears to have had the entrance i n the gable end. 

A t h i r d mid-19th century school house (ca. 1850) i s s t i l l standing on Main Street i n the 
Centre Village H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . This two story I t a l i a n a t e b r i c k structure i s larger and 
somewhat more imposing than these outlying schools because of i t s location and i t s higher 

" student population. The use of brick and more elaborate architecture for schools i n town 
centers during t h i s period was not unusual. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnunily. 
The Dennison School D i s t r i c t was the f i r s t school d i s t r i c t i n Southbridge. In 1742 when t h i s 
section of town was part of Sturbridge, the f i r s t school classes i n ^ e r r i t o r y now belonging 
to Southbridge were held i n James Deneson's barn. A school house i s known to havB existed 
on t h i s present s i t e as early as 1795. In the mid-19th century i t appears that a l l of the 
d i s t r i c t school houses were r e b u i l t . -Three surviving early schools are from this period. 
I t i s possible that the small brick Dunbar-Vinton House at Hook and Hamilton Streets may 
have o r i g i n a l l y been a school (ca. 1800-1828). I f SOj i t would be the oldest school 
building known to be i n existence i n Southbridge. ?r&st»i¥^Jno\jjeyi^ the Dennison School js Con3ki«rc 

the oldest i n t a c t school building i n town. The Centre Village School, now the Police 
Station^ was also b u i l t about the same time. The precise dates of Ĉ StYvĉ iwi of these 
mid-19th century .schools has not been documented by current research. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
maps, atlases 
Ammidown, H. H i s t o r i c a l Collections, 1874 
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21. Comins—Wall House fiubstafttlJjB Be view ^^Keeper 

Attes 

22. Congregational Church j g t l o o a i Beglster 

" ' ' At tes t 

23. Cummings, E.B. , House ^ , , „ .;^»..,- ' Keei 

24. Dani and Soldani Cabinet Makers and 
Wood Workers Factory liit'^r-^J In tbo 

25. Dennison School House illntfci'ed lu itm 
latlonaJl Beglster 

26. Dresser, Sylvester, House „ ^ . . 
' ^ ' Entered I n the 

l ia t looal BeglstexL 

27. Dunbar—Vinton House Eritered I n tha 
iiatloQiad Beglater 

At tes t 
L 

'Keeper 

At tes t 

^Wper 

Attes t 

er 

At tes t 

28, Durfee, Henry E., Farmhous^^ered 1^ '^^^ 
. - . 1 n r . f 9 K fa 

Attest 

deeper 

9Q ^ T7- TT Enterea i n xn« /y- Elm Street Fire House ,̂ , D„,,.et-fli. 
jSatloioal Register 

30. Evangelical Free Church Entered I n 
Uatloual Beglater 

MitiODAl Begleter 
** Attest 
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PROPERTY 
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Dennison School House 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000294 


