
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTOM, MA 02116 

AUG 2 1 1989 
isiA'liOiV.L 

AREA 

Town Waltham 

WALTHAM, MA MRA 

FORM NO. 

Address A16-24 Moody Street 

Historic Name Stark Building 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw mp showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
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UTM REFERENCE 1^ I s i S l l D M(J^Z'^^D 

USGS QUADRANGLE A/gWTDAi ^ _ 

SCALE /• z5:mo 

User Present commercial/residential 

Original commercial/manufacturing 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1891 

Source date plaque on building  

Style Panel Brick/Queen Anne 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric brick 

Outbuildings n/a 

Major Alterations (with dates) storefronts 

cl960 

Condition good 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage 9,985 sg. i t . ' ^ j l ( p ^ - l b - ) !  

Setting unusually well-preserved remnant of  

Moody Street's turn-of-the-centurv 

commercial character. 

Recorded by Ed Gordon 

Organization Waltham Hi s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date June, 1986 

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Stark Building possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, 
and association. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s h i s t o r i c a l associations with Waltham's dominant 
watch industry, representing the many small-scale spin-off enterprises of the Waltham Watch 

I Company. I t i s also important as a good example of the Panel Brick/Queen Anne st y l e , and 
' as a well preserved commercial block i n an area of Moody Street that has been heavily im- < 

pacted by drastic a l t e r a t i o n s . I t i s one of the few structures that continues to r e f l e c t ' 
' Moody Street's turn-of-the-century»character as Waltham's most fashionable shopping area. 

The Stark Building thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

• The Stark Building i s a well-detailed brick commercial block located i n the center of the ' 
block bounded by Cushing Street (N) and Chestnut Street (S); i t i s several blocks south of 
the proposed Moody Street Historic D i s t r i c t . I t i s a handsome and well-preserved example 
of the Panel Brick/Queen Anne style featuring grouped windows, brownstone beltcourses and . , 
terracotta panels. Despite storefront alterations, retention of the above mentioned fea­
tures i s highly unusual i n t h i s section of Moody Street where most buildings have been 
radically altered. The upper stories are asymmetrically composed with brick piers of varying 

t width separating t r i p l e window bays. Brownstone beltcourses separate the stories, and frame 
' terracotta panels beneath the t r i p l e windows. The brick piers which break through the 
j stepped cornice, are treated with recessed panels and brownstone coping. Storefronts have 
been aluminum clad but seem to retain t h e i r o r i g i n a l configuration. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

The Stark Building was constructed by John Stark, Jr. af t e r he took over his father's 
•flourishing business producing watchmakers' lathes and tools. John Stark, Sr. immigrated 
to Waltham from Glasgow, Scotland i n 18A9. He learned the machinist's trade at the Boston 

' Manufacturing Company before beginning the manufacture of watchmakers' lathes with the firm 
of Adams, Stark and Lloyd i n 1862. By 1865, he was the sole proprietor of John Stark and , 
Son. In 1870, the business was moved to Moody Street, 'near Chestnut Street. The Stark's 
were engaged primarily i n the production watchmakers' tools and lathes, but also manufactured 
built-to-order machinery and tools for various watch and clock factories. Several Stark 
products were p a r t i c u l a r l y well known, including the Stark Main Spring Winder. I t was called 
"the only practical main spring winder on the market", receiving recommendations from the 
superintendent of the U.S. Watch Company, and the foremen of important departments of the 
American Watch Company. The Stark Company may be viewed as a representative of the small-
scale spin-off enterprises associated with Waltham's dominant watch industry. :,;„ 

John Stark, Jr. took over the f l o u r i s h i n g business, which now included machininsts' lathes 
. and other equipment, upon his father's death i n 1887. The p r o f i t s ? of the Stark Tool Co. 

enabled John Stark Jr. to erect the large . 

! ' " ' ' •. : (cont) ' ' - ; 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Bacon, George F., "Representative Businessmen of Waltham", 1893. 
Maps and Atlases. 1874, 1886,.1898, 1900. . - . . ^ I ./^-i^ 
Sanderson, Edmund L. Waltham Industries. 
"The City of Waltham, Massachusetts: I t s Advantages to Manufacturers and as a Place of 

Residence", author unknown. 8/85 



stark Building 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICAN'CE - 416-424 Moody Street, continued 

three-story building between the machine shop (now remodeled) and the street. 
Late 19th century atlases show three contiguous wooden structures to the rear 
of the property. The Stark Building o r i g i n a l l y housed the Waltham Clock Co. and 
other commercial tenants. John Stark Jr. also was a partner i n the V.'altham 
Clock Co. This company manufactured high grade clocks between 1892 and 1913. 
I t v/as absorbed by the Waltham VJatch_Coippany i n 913. 

. I ( H I \ ? - l A I 

5 T A K K TOOL CO., 
John 5 t a rk , resr Hoody St. 

N t - V l T U « i l i ; t l i u t t i : i l l M l l l . V . T !1 IMII 
( l i iwi i . i:< t i l - r- cord ' l i t l i " StnrU Tixil 
f . i . . • • - l . i l > l i > i i ' i i i l l I ' ^ i i J l i y . l o l i i i . "^ i . - i rk . 
mill i d i i t i i i i i . ii wi t l i ^riDwiii;: i . i i i i - iiml 
iiiii|U-»liiiiu'il Miliiiity by i i i ^ wli)'''<t ••m 
.l i i iui Sl.irk. iMif i i ! it-" citiz"!!- <>f U1MM;I 
\V,i! i l i : i t i i i~ mi).->l pro' i i i . ' i ' i i - ' I • i i rp ' i i iy 
iii;iTiiiidci uref* w i i t f l i in.'ik"r>' iiU'J cioi'k 
iiKik'Tf' I ' IOIH. |)n*ci!'iuiJH : i i i ' i finn iih*-
f lu i i i i i ' i i l d"vices uf t-vi^ry ilt—irijiTiiin, 
its •l.-vi lopiivnt U'inK l i i " " l'> l i i " f " i f 
>i;::iit . i i i i i ()|•os;̂ •̂̂ <s n; its nmiiiiiri-m'jiit. 
t l i . i t 111!!' iiot>'d tlic tri-tid of ull.iii-* and 
l i i i - i i lwiiys !jfn-ii in advaiin- o l lln-m. 
It wa-i till-tir-it roii '- 'Tii ia tin- rumi t ry 
t<» iii i inniiirti irt; iM-m. !) lilt lifs and its n -
l i i i l i i l i t y i< su'<tiiiin-d ill its trail'.-. Iiy tlip 
Ii i i trdiiHii" " f iii)i)»>-!< at firefctit . for 
whom till- Stark <'o.. tiiiide tuols 
T>'.-irsaco. T l i f i -ntfrpri*- in 18GJ was 
tlie fu i i r t l i iiidiiHtrT to tw fininded io this 
city. I t was a trindp-it W^iiininir and in 
l- 'bT t l i ^ cumpany built jr.s oxvn i iK to ry , 
ninsni i i t additions niakinir it t l i - ]ires>'nt 
l Oi i i j i lBf estatilisiinipnt, rear of .Moody 
Btrcet. Siinic l,'ii skille<l iiaiids ar- ••in-
plovod »iid l.'j.OUO oqimre fc»t owuti i -d . 
Ti l l ' products iri) to fvery cornT o; tlip 
fiviliz'-d world, a recent laijrM i-liipiii-nt 
iiiiviiiir iroiic to .Injian. ami a lat»'r i.rdMr 
to Kii;rliind. to a niaii for wiioni similar 
tools W"rf l i ' i i l t years atro. .Iidiii 
Stark' was born in Scotland, in 1S4T. 
i i i i i i wlie:i iiKiiitlis old MRS broiiirli t 
to ibii" I'linntry. and was educate.I in tlie 
K'dio i)« tliis (•onimiinitv nfiord> d. In 

Tlie business liud 
roinnie and 

I'lJ In- l..-_'aii wi.rkin;! with hi^ lather, 
and in Isso w i i - taken into partnorslii[i, 
i .T'iniinir proprietor in '.ST. a l tie- de 
nil—- of h i ' parent, 
i .—;i i;;uiiinir in s'ri 'ntr!li. 
iMnii. and under the prestiit inanaire-
nieiit Inis lonlinued a coustaiiliv tiro-
^r,.,.,^jv,. iiiid niuiiii ions coiir-*-. the wel-
f:in- o! ^\•.li!haIll always bein;^ con-id-
er.-.i liv .\|r Stark iis well as his i t idivid-
I!M1 iiitere,.|s. It was lie w!io inilii -ed an 
aluiiiiMSia cornpany to locate here and 
it was his iiiihc nis- t i i a l broiiiriit tiie 
Va l tham i;ie<tric Clock Co., now ih<-
\\ . C. Co . to this city. He was one ol 
the nr;riiiiizers ol the first I'.oard of 
Trade, and who was wi l l in i r to contrib­
ute personidly when soiu'- advanra'.-e 
could be --i-ured ior the nmnicipnlirv. 
l ie is a Ihrertor of the llusinesi. .Sb-a'g 
. \ - ,o i i ( i l io i i . has served on the License 
I'.oard nil i is at prewnt a nienils-r of the 
Sciiool Hoard. He i« ii iiieiiiber of the 
.Masonic Iraternity. I . O. (>. K. and lied 
Jien. .-Vs a busineHO iiiun Mr. Stark in 
one whose word is as jrood as his bond. 
He is known for lii« dtrict intPKrity, 
iiroad minded dis|K)sitioii. and lu.st con­
sideration of all industrial affairs. He 
is alert and keeps abrenst ol modern 
met hods and <ieiuaiidh. so that his fai.-
torv jirodiiets are eminent in invention 
and dnrahili ty. His interest in AValth:iiQ 
j j lUiKjUe and he has witiiesseo j t ^ 
crnwvii wi th loyal pleustire, and ha< 
dein'.-istratw! !ii« public spirit tiTcncour!-
fiL'inir sr.iistaniially any project tha i 
Tirfit.orsMi [irofit or ctt>dit to this city. I 



IN'v^NTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCr»MISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccsnimjriit>': Form No: 

Property Naiie:^^'^- ^^-"^ 

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued below. 

.... •• 
^ JOHN STARK, M a i i u i . H i i i i i i (.f .\ nu i i c i ! ! ' oii;!i;;i , i 

l io i i I.aiiic. foi \\'iilclmiaki.'r.s' aiul Maiiufaciurt ' is" I sc: 
al.su .>Ia;mfactimT of Wali-liiiinkef.s' Tools, W'altliaiu, 
."\Iass. — Mr. Jolii i .'Siaik is a native of .'Scotlaiiil, Imi iic 
lias cur i i -d on oii'-ralioii.s l iciv in W;i l t l ia in for.".0 years, 
an'! is onf of tiio last kiKiwn Imsinc-ss im ii in the city, 
csjiccially in inecliaiiica! circles, lie bi in;: an i-xpcrt 
nK-chaiiic, and also iiiannfacinici-of Ilic famous A mcr-
ican f 'o i i i l i i i ia i iou I.ailic, and of watcliniakcrs' tools 
wliich arc ucknowlcd:.;i'd to he unsurpassed, wl i ih ; .Komc. 
of them arc conceded to be niiei|uuled. 'I'lie new an<i 
inipro\ed luachinist.s' i«-ncli latiie made by hiin is 
cs.jiecialiy dcsi;rned for tlic use of electricians, machin­
ists, astionomic.'d and siirtrical instniment makers, wuA 

1 for the luauufactnro of fine inacliini.st.s' tools :ind 
' niacliincwy of ever3- description. I t is tlie only lathe l i : iv-

in;; tliat {:reat imjirovcment, the anti-fr ict ion adjustable 
bull iM'aring for lathe .spindles, and its usefulucss is 

really rc:iiarka!.>lr, it l.icing: caiiable of performing the L'reater part of the work {:cnerally done on 
the Kpe<'d and engine lathes. A l ! lallies and att.aclmieiUs furnished by Mr . Stark are "warranted 
perfect, ami they :irc si i j ipl icd at very inoderate rates, considerini: the excellence of the material 
and the finoness of tiie wurkinanshii). Another specialty of his—the Stark Main .Spring Winder— 
is evec more wortliy of ]«raisc if jiossiblc, it beiiij:; the only i)ractical main spring winder in the 
market, and U-ing highly recommended by such e.vjierts as the superintendent of the United States 
Watch Co., and the lorcinen of fonr imj io r ian t de[)artiuents iu the works of the American Watch 
Co. The i)remises utilized by Mr . Stark are located in the rear of Xo. 222 Moody street, and are 
veiy well equipped for the doing of a genei-al machine business, in addition to manufacturing the 
articles mentioned .and watchmakers' tools and .supplies in general. Stark's old style lathes w i l l 
he refitted and rejiaired at moderate rates, and Kuflicieut assistance is employed and ample 

i°ical facilities are available to warrant the prompt f i l l ing of nil orders. 

/ 5 9 3 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

RASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMvUSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: Form No: 

Property NaiK: " ^ i f ^ ^ / T - ' ^ ^ ' ] ? , 

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued below. 

the bowed window bays appear to be an exagera t ion 

F. L. GRAVES. I>eaW in Furniture, ^ ^ < ^ ^ ; ^ t ] ^ S ^ : ^ o . 
Cloths, I'.aby Carriages, liefngcrato.s \ c . , J ^ ^ 
o o ^ . . . street, near Uie.stn,tL 'Ĵ  ^^jgfd ^etbodB of production 

characteristic Of 
and almost univer.sal facihtus ^̂ Ĵ  . ^ ^ ^ 
the age, is that afforded by the ^" ' i ; ; ;^,^"^^^.^J^^' ' E i t possible to lar-
of furniture ; tbe results ^^f.^l^^J, " '^^^^^f^^^er^^^ amont>t of money, 
nish a liouse handsomely and f-'S^^°°- '̂̂ '-T j ^ ^ ^ ^ J Y l r i t iudtrmcnt be cxerciBed 
comparatively speaking We '^J'tt mention of 
in placing the order. " ' - V M V ^ ' F L Graves Toing bu net fa t 224 Moody St., 
the advantages oHered by Mr. F. ^^^/^^^^f ' for be deals not only in 
in Stark's new brick building, near ^-^^stuut street, lor 
Smi^ure, but also in bedding, ^to^es, ijnges^^^^^^^ 
ri.ages, refrigerators, etc., and î.̂ ô es positively the^o ^ ^ ^ 1 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
articles correct in style and reliable m y a i i W - ^as lor several 
opened to the public in 1890 by Oie present p̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
vears with Messrs. P. H- G'^T ^ ,v k ^ r u V a n r e x t e n d s from its inception, 
under his management is ^^f-^A^J.^^^^'^"^^^^^^ of 30x60 
The premises utilized comprise ^^^^ floors, oi t including 
feet, and a corresponding y large and com^^^^^ stock is^_^^ ^ ^ 

r̂ : the Utest productions of the leading ^^^'^f='<^^^'^Vhns prompt and carefal attention to 
'J-̂  all'pursea- Three efficient assistants are employ^f'^h^s f a r i n g p i^ gnaranteed to prove 
{S^ eveV caller, and the delivery of orders at very ^h f r t notice ^ g > ^ \ - . • ./ /.fW 

i In. t4« « m ™ f « » vw^ftrttn nriccs quoted on all the articles dealt in. -.,; ; • i . - W v : 

>STAHt^T0OL QD. 

Stap le t o I n v e n t o r y form at bo t tom 
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National Register of Historic Piaces 
Continuation Sheet 
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Multiple Resource Area 
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Waltham MRA 
Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 
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81. St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church Complex >W Keep 
Suhstantiva Havia* ^ 

A t t e s t 

Date /Signature 

er 

82. S tanley , Leonard W., House 
Sntered In the 
Hatlojoal Edglst«r 

83. Stark Building 

84. Stark, Robert M., House Sntered i n the 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Stark B u i l d i n g 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Waltham MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/21/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 9/05/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 9/21/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 10/05/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001542 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

_!^>CCEPT RETURN REJECT ^ / ^ V ^ DATE ^ t ^ j ^ i 
Y ^—^ - r«*-tJ. de^i^toB 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
ju s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary jus t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 









1970 Atlas, City of Waltham 
Compiled by the Waltham 
Engineering Division 
Scale: 1 inch = lAO feet 

Waltham, Massachusetts MRA 
416-424 Moody Street 

4-L-12 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301 


