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NTTOW. R STER GRER A STATENENT (i f  appl i cabl e)

The Stark Building possesses integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling,
and association. | tissignificant for itshistorical associations with Waltham s dom nant
watch industry, representing thenany small-scale spin-off enterprises of t heWltham Watch
Conpany. | t i salso important as a good exanple of t hePanel Brick/ Queen Anne style, and

as a well preserved comrercial block i nan area of Mody Street that has been heavily im <
pacted by drastic alterations. |t i sone of thefewstructuresthat continues toreflect '
Mbody Street's turn-of-the-century»character as Waltham s nost fashionable shopping area.

The Stark Building thus meets criteria A and C of t heNational Register of Historic Places.

ARHTECURL. SGNHCANE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings wthin the conmunity.

The Stark Building i sa well-detailed brick comrercial block located i nthecenter of the '
bl ock bounded by Cushing Street (N) and Chestnut Street (S); i ti sseveral blocks south of
the proposed Mbody Street Historic District. 1t i sa handsone and well-preserved exanple

of thePanel Brick/Queen Anne style featuring grouped wi ndows, brownstone beltcourses and
terracotta panels. Despite storefront alterations, retention of theabove mentioned fea-
tures i shighly unusual i nthis section of Mody Street where nost buildings have been
radically altered. The upper stories areasymmetrically conposed with brick piers of varying
wi dth separating triple wi ndow bays. Brownstone beltcourses separate thestories, and frame
terracotta panels beneath thetriple windows. The brick piers which break throught he
stepped cornice, aretreated with recessed panels and brownstone coping. Storefronts have
been al umi num clad but seemt oretain their original configuration.

HSIGRCGL SGNHCANE Explain the role owers played i nlocal or state history and how the
building relates tothe devel opnent of the conmunity.

The Stark Building was constructed by John Stark, Jr. after he took over his father's
«flourishing business producing watchmakers' |athes and tools. John Stark, Sr. inmmgrated
to Wal tham from G asgow, Scotland i n18A9. He learned themachinist's trade at t he Boston
Manufacturing GConpany before beginning thenmanufacture of watchmakers' |athes with thefirm
of Adans, Stark and Lloyd i n1862. By 1865, he was t hesole proprietor of John Stark and
Son. I n 1870, t he business was noved t o Mbody Street, 'near Chestnut Street. The Stark's
were engaged primarily i ntheproduction watchmakers' tools and | athes, but al so manufactured
built-to-order machinery and tools for various watch and clock factories. Several Stark
products were particularly well known, including theStark Main Spring Wnder. |t was called
"the only practical nmain spring winder on themarket", receiving recomendations fromt he
superintendent of theUS Wtch Conpany, and t heforemen of important departments of the
Anerican Watch Conpany. The Stark Conpany may be viewed as a representative of thesmall-
scale spin-off enterprises associated with Waltham s dom nant watch industry.

John Stark, Jr. took over theflourishing business, which now included machininsts' |athes
and ot her equi pment, upon his father's death i n1887. The profits? of theStark Tool Co.
enabled John Stark Jr. toerect thelarge :

.. : (cont) ' ' -
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stark Building

HSTCRICAL SAQNH CAN CE - 416-424 Moody Street, continued

three-story building between t hemachine shop (nowrenodeled) and t he street.
Late 19th century atlases show three contiguous wooden structures t otherear

of theproperty. The Stark Building originally housed t heWwltham Cl ock Co. and
other comercial tenants. John Stark Jr. also was a partner i nthe V.'atham
Clock Co. This conpany manufactured high grade clocks between 1892 and 1913.

It v/ias absorbed by t he Wl tham VJatch Coippanyi n 913,

RIGI

5TAKK TOOL CO.,
John 5tark, resr Hoody St.
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A JOHN STARK, Maiiui.Hiiiiii (f \nuiici!! * oii;li;;i,i
lioii l.aiiic. foi \Viilclmiaki.'r.s' aiul Maiiufaciurt'is" | sc:
d.su .>lamfactimT of Wali-liiiinkef.s' Tools, W'altliaiu,
Mlass. — Mr. Joliii .'Siaik is a native of .'Scotlaiiil, Imi iic

lias curii-d on oii'-ralioii.s liciv in W;iltliain for.".0 years,
an'! is onf of tiio last kiKiwn Imsinc-ss imii in the city,
csjiccially in inecliaiiical circles, lie biin;: an i-xpcrt
nK-chaiiic, and also iiiannfacinici-of Ilic famous A mcr-
ican f'oiiiliiiiaiiou Il.ailic, and of watcliniakcrs' tools
wliich arc ucknowlcd:.;i'dto he unsurpassed, wliih; Komc

of them nced be niieiluuled. 'I'lie new an<i
inipro\e inj ncli latiile made by hiin is
cs.jiecial n c use of electricians, machin-
ists, asti c.' irtrical instniment makers, WuA

1 for the Iluauufactnro of fine inacliini.st.s' tools :ind

. . . . ' niacliincwy of ever3- description. Itistlieonly lathe li:iv-

in;; tliat {:reat imjirovcment, the anti-friction adjustable

bull iM'aring for lathe .spindles, and its usefulucss is

really rc:iiarkal.>Ir, it licing: caiiable of performingthe L'reater part of the work {:cnerally done on
the Kpe<d and engine lathes. Al! lalliesand att.aclmieiUs furnished by Mr. Stark are "warranted
perfect, ami they :irc siijiplicd a very inoderate rates, considerini:the excellence of the material
and the finoness of tiie wurkinanshii). Another specialty of his—the Stark Main .Spring Winder—
is evec more wortliy of J«raisc if jiossiblc, it beiiij;; the only i)ractical main spring winder in the
market, and U-ing highly recommended by such e.vjierts as the superintendent of the United States
Watch Co., and the lorcinen of fonr imjioriant de[)artiuents iu the works of the American Watch
Co. The i)remises utilized by Mr. Stark are located in the rear of Xo. 222 Moody street, and are
veiy well equipped for the doing of a genei-al machine business, in addition to manufacturing the
articles mentioned .and watchmakers' tools and .supplies in general. Stark's old style lathes will
he refitted and rejiaired at moderate rates, and Kuflicieut assistance is employed and ample

i°ical facilities are available to warrant the prompt filling of nil orders.
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the bowed window bays appear to be an exageration
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