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U. S. Post Offlce
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LT75 Mulberry Street
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Bibb County Courthouse
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CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 8
Macon Geprgia 13 A 2
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A three-story plug basement Georgia marble building was built
from 1905 to 1908 to house the Post Office and Federal offices. The
original structure was built on a one-quarter of a block tract of land
in downtown Macon. The marble exterior is Roman-Ienic in style. The
rusticated base extends up to a band course at the second floor ‘level.
Above the main entrance on Mulberry Street is a triangular pediment
supported by four pairs of double Ionic columns. Récessed betwben
these columns are three tall arched windows that open into the second
floor Federal Court Room. The other second floor windows are capped
with marble pediments. Above the heavy cornice at the roof, a marble
bal¥ster extends arcund three sides of the building. I

WAcross the rear of the building a wing was added in 1917 to
house more Federal Offices. This addition repeated the exterior wall
treatment of the original building on the front and sides but dropped
most of the ornamentation on the rear.

The interior public space of the main floor level Post Office
area has terrazzo floors, marble base, wainscot and pilasters.

The building is set back from both streets with grass and
foliage on both sides, creating a nice setting for a dignified and
handsome building.

Office of the Postmaster General
was the supervisory srchitect. advises that James Knox Taylor

The Mankin Construction Company of Richmond, Virginia, whic
had been awarded the contract broke ground on Septenbegilé,’l905.h

On Friday, August 7, 1908, postal
new building. s AuUgusty 7, s PO operations began in the

. Previous Courthouse and Post Office was erected on the same
site in 1886 and was demolished to make way for the new building
described above, -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

This substantial looking eld Post Office and Federal Building has
been a Macon Landmark since 1908, indicative of the solidity and majesty
of our great nation.

This Roman-Ionic building was constructed of qu;g;a\narblc and
served its dual purpose admirably as Macon's growth and importance ex-
panded. A new Federal Building was erected in 1964 on College Hill, on
the site and of similar architecture as the original Wesleyan Female
College, the first college in the world chartered to grant degrees to
women, and it is now the quarters for the main Post Office operation.

The building was well designed to provide excellent werking condi-
tions for federal employees, and it was a structure whose appearance
added to the dignity of the rapidly developing business section of the
city. As it was eriginally planned, the post office occupied the first
floor. On~ the second were offices of the Judge of the United States
Circuit Court and a court room. Offices of the United States marshal
occupied one end of the third floor with a reom for the weather: burean
at the opposite end. This buildjng st.ill houses Federal Gourts and
other activities.

Harry Stillwell Edwards, fanons Macon uriter, was postnaster here
daring the bui.lding's construction. Some of his well kmown: works are
"Eneas Africanus,® *Sons and Fathers s "Marbeau Cousins,® and
fIsam's Spectacles.”

This beautiful marble hailding is of exceptional arch:l.tecwal nerit
and adds greatly to the unique character of Macon's Mulberry Street.
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Young, Gholson & Hargrove.
Macon, Georgia, 1950.

letter from General Services

Thes History of Macon, Georgia 1823-1949.
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O] =" CEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
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NAME AND TITLE:

Mr. John J. McKay, Jr., Presidemt

ORGANIZATION

Middle Gébrgia Historical Society, Inmc. C

STREET AND NUMBER: .

c/0 Macon Coliseum -
CITY OR TOWN: m

Macon

CASTATE

Georgia

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [] State Local

Narme J?ﬂb&y %/Q{W

Staté Liaison Officer

Title

Date September 20, 1971

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservition

A 2 0 1972

Date

ATTEST:

L

Kspper of The Natiof§l Register
){U ) /%f/u -/ 38%7 X
/ .
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE GEORGIA
NATIONAL“REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES °°““;;BB
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMRER o ST

COMMON: 0ld U. S. Post Office & Federal Building

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER:

CITY OR TOWN:

COUNTY:

Bibb

Macon, Georgia Architectural Inventory by o
Carl Feiss, FAIA, AIP and Russell Wright, AIP .
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TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.




