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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1 f known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

A three-^tory plus basement Georgia marble building was built 
from l^OfTto 1908 to house the Post Office and federal offices. The 
original structure was built on a one-quarter of a block tract of land 
in downtown Macon. The marble exterior is Roman-Ionic in style* The 
rusticated base extends u^ to a band course at the second floor level* 
Above the main entrance on Mulberry Street is a triangular pediment 
supported t>^ four pairs of double Ionic columns.Recessed betv^en 
these columns are three tall arched windows that open into the second 
floor Federal Court Room. The other second floor windows are capped 
with marble pediments. Above the heavy cornice at the roof, a marble 
baliister extends around three sides of the building. ~™ 

^Across the rear of the building a wing was added in If 17 to 
house more Federal Offices. This addition repeated the exterior wall 
treatment of the original building on the front and sides but dropped 
most of the ornamentation on the rear*

The interior pablie space of the main floor level Post Office 
area has terrazzo floors, marble base, wainscot and pilasters.

The building is set back from both streets with grass and 
foliage on both sides, creating a nice setting for a dignified and 
handsome building.

Office of the Postmaster General advises that James Khox Tavlor was the supervisory architect. _—....... -...„...,_*•**<«
'" ' The Mankin Construction Company of Richmond, Virginia, which 
had been awarded the contract broke ground on September 16, 190$

On Friday, August 7, 1908, postal operations began in the 
new building.

Previous Courthouse and Post Office was erected on the same 
site in 1886 and was demolished to make way for the new building 
described above.
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This substantial looking old Post Office and federal Building has 
been a Macon Landmark since 1908, indicative of the solidity and majesty 
of our great nation.

This Roman-Ionic building was constructed of Georgia narble and 
served its dual purpose admirably as Maconf s growth and importance ex­ 
panded* A new federal Building was erected in l?61t on College Hill, on 
the site and of similar architecture as the original Wesleyan Female 
College, the first college in the world chartered to grant degrees to 
women, and it is now the quarters for the main Post Office operation.

The baiMLng was well designed to provide excellent working condi­ 
tions for federal employees, and it was a structure whose appearance 
added to the dignity of the rapidly developing business section of the 
city. As it was originally planned, the post office occupied the first 
floor. On the second were offices of the Judge of the United States 
Circuit Court and a court room. Offices of the United States marshal 
occupied one end of the third floor with a room for the weather bureau 
at the opposite end* This building still houses federal Courts and 
other activities. . . .

' Harry Stillwell Edwards, famous Macon writer, was postmaster here 
during the boilding's construction. Some of his well known'works are 
"Eneas Afrieanus,* "Sons and Fathers," "Marbeau Cousins," and 
"Team's Spectacles." . i

This beautiful marble building is of exceptional architectural merit 
and adds greatly to the unique character of Macon's Mulberry Street*
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