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1. Name of Property
historic name George Clapp House

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 44 North Street N/A not for publication
city or town Grafton __ N/A vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA countv  Worcester code 027  zip code 01519

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this®,,nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
"p~eets ¢ does not meet thp National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally ¢ statewide “ocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

71717
/Shnature of certifying official/Tite  Judittvfe. McDonough, Executive Director Date
assachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Office

state or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property *« meets * does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State orf*ederal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
herfby certify that this property is: of the Kei Daﬁ BiA}‘iEﬂrbn I
entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
* determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
* determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):
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Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X private X building(s)

_ public-local _ district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categohes from instructions)

MID-19TH CENTURY: Greek Revival

Narrative Description

Worcester Countv, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE: granite; fieldstone;: CONCRETE
walls WOOD: weatherboard

roof ASPHALT

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Worcester, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
18351911

Significant Dates
1835

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Clapp, George

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_ University

_ Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission



George Clapp House Worcester, MA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 38,655 square feet

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 278700 4676570
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet )

11. Form Prepared By

namef/titte Anne McCarthy Forbes, Preservation Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date July 1997
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone  (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

FEBRFSREOWIEitem at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Clifford White and Mary Farrell
street & number 44 North Street telephone  (508) 839-3602

city or town Grafton state MA zip code 01519

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. DESCRIPTION

The George Clapp House (MHC #101) isalarge 2 1/2-gory gable-roofed, temple-front, wood-frame
Greek Reviva house of 1835, the only example in Grafton of the high-style typewith a two-story
colonnade a both front and sde. Like many "extended farmhouses’, it grew over the yeers with the
incorporation of asmal outbuilding, and was ultimately atached via aleanto to alarge "New England'
syle barn. The house sits on alow rise facing west a the northeast comer of North Strest and Merriam
Road, inan area of wel-preserved early Victorian houses A smal amount of land was lost from the
property in this century to paving and grading the curve of the corner of Merriam Road where itjoins
North Street. Thelong, roughly rectangular 38,655 square-foot ot is dotted with mature trees;
foundation plantings of young deciduous and evergreen dhrubs are digned adong the west front of the
house, and awell-kept rock garden adorns the southwest corner of the lawn a the intersection. Just eedt
of the rock garden are three granite geps remaining from aformer walkway between the colonnade and
Merriam Road; two more satsof granite sgps lead to the main entry. A U-shgped asphdt drive of f
Merriam Road a the angle of the house and barn existed as early as 1898, and may reflect the original
circulation pattern between road, house, and outbuildings. The fieldstone wall that hes marked the eedt,
and parts of the north and south boundaries of the lot since George Clapp's origina 1835 purchese is till
in place. The only non-contributing features on the property, located behind the house off Merriam
Road, are amid-twentieth-century in-ground swimming pool, itssmal wood-frame pool shed, and 5
foot-high vertical-board fence.

The houseisthree by five bays, clad in wood flushboard on the west and south facades and in the front
and rear gables, and clgpboarded on the other elevations. A two-story sde wing extends north from the
rear part of the house abutting its north end are ashdlow one-story leanto and aone-story rebuilt el
(formerly a shed/chicken coop) which is linked viaa short leanto extension to a large vertical-boarded,
cupolaed barn facing south toward Merriam Road. The foundation of the houseisdressed granite, with
fieldstone under the northeest ell and replacement concrete block in the barn. The roofs are agphdt
shingle.

In plan, the main block of the house isthe side-hdl-entry, double-parlor type. Besde the main interior
dair isaformal front parlor, with alarge second parlor behindit. To the rear of the sscond parlor is a
small, narrow room; two French doors initsrear wall open onto aglassed-in sun room of ca 1945. The
sscond gtory of the main house hes three bedrooms digned adong the south side of the house, and an
upper stair hall and dosats to their north. The north wing may have been congtructed in a lesst two
dages The inner section of its first story, which contains the dining room and utility aress, isoriginal to
the 1835 house. The second story areagbove it, which gppearsto have been added in about 1850, hes an
additional bedroom and gtair hall. The north end of the wing, with amodern kitchen and closet & the
first sory and two bathrooms at the second, may have been either added or raised a decede or two later.

(continued)
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Four brick chimneys pierce the house roofs—two corbeed chimneys neer the endsof the main ridge,
another centered high on the front dope of the northwing, and anew, tall chimney in the reer sde of the
converted chicken coop. All the chimneys have modern date cgps

Exterior description

44 North Street is an outstanding example of thework of housewright George Clapp, who constructed
many Greek Revival housesin the center of Grafton between the late 1820s and 1840. One of only two
that can be attributed to him with certainty, it ranks among his later high-style work, and, as hisown
residence, was undoubtedly meant as an advertisement for his condgderable skills. The house capitaizes
on its corner site by meansof the two-story Doric colonnade that shdters both its main, North Strest
facade and the long five-bay sde devation dong Merriam Road. The main facade istetrastyle; the Sde
colonnade hes six columns. Thefiushboardingof thesetwo devations endsin awide recessed-panded
pilagter a the northwest and southeest corners of the main house, athird pilaster trims the reer northeast
house corner. The main section hes afull entablature of athree-board architrave, intermediate molding,
and widefriezeboard; the cornice, Fkethe corner pilagters, digplays the wide echinus molding typical of
the high Greek Revival. Onall sdesof the house, asmplesill board trims the bottom of thewall above
the foundation.

With the exception of apaired 2-over-2-sash window in the west facade of the wing, all the origina
window openings in the house are intact and retain their louvered blinds and characteristic Greek Revival
casings—wide molded boards with flat corner blocks a the formal windows in the west and south
facades, and smpler, dightly-projectingflat-boardcasngs on al the other elevations. The five long 6-
over-9-sash windows aong the first story of the south sde are original, and have early two-part blinds.
The other windows are mid-twentieth-century wood seeh replacements, 6-over-rs on the first story of
the west facade, and 6-over-6-sash dsewhere. Thefocal point of the west facade isthe mainentry. The
door haes six recessed pands with gpplied moldingsin aconfiguration of two short pands between two
ssof longer pands. It isfiankedby leeded siddightsand topped by ahigh frieze with asingle incised
field pand. The sddightsarefive-paned,with the upper and lower pairs divided verticaly; each center
paneis embdlished with alarge leeded diamond. The gorons below the siddights each have a square
pand of the same configuration as those on the door. The whole doorway is surrounded by an daborate
incised enframement with corner blocks and athree-part crown.

The facade arrangement of the two-gtory northwing is non-symmetrical, with two windows over the
paired 2-over-2 on the section dose to the house, and two 6-over-6's digned one above the other a the
outer end. The short leanto that abutsthe wing'snorth wall pre-dates 1910. The architectura trim of the
wing is simpler than that on the main block, with narrow, unadorned cornerboards, no overhang a the
gable end, and on the long walls, aplain friezeboard and complex crown molding under the boxed eaves
Wood gutters were ingtalled onthe wing in 1993. The north end wall of the wing hes two 6-over-6-sash

(continued)
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windows—one a the sscond story and one under the gable; a new double casement window is located in
the north face of the leanto. Abutting the rear half of thewing end wall isthe newly rebuilt, one-story
shed/chicken coop, with two smal 6-over-6-sash on the west face and one onthe end wall. The reer
eevation of the main house and wing hes ten windows; two gopeer in the rear of the ell. The main rear
door, a the north end of the wing, isamodem multi-light-and-panel replacement, with anew gabled
hood on square pods. Theca 1945 glassedin aun room a the rear of the main houseisaColonia
Reviva type, with multi-light casement windows with wood pands below, flat comer pilagters with
molded capitals, and amulti-light door. At the reer of the colonnade beside the sun room are two
sections of alate-nineteenth-century wood railing with decorative diagond grill-work inalarge "spider
web" configuration.

Structural examinafion and dead evidence indicatethat the large "New England” style barn just northeast
of the housewas inplace by a leagt 1845, suggesting that it, too, was designed and built by George
Clapp. Of an H-frame type of post-and-beam congtruction, it hes recently been structurally stabilized
and its floor replaced with anew concrete dab. Itsfacade is symmetrical, with one 6-over-6-sash geble
window centered over awide wagon door opening withfive-part,multi-light transom. The door itself is
amodern overhead garage-door replacement. Other devations of the barn have avariety of window
types, including 6-over-6 and 12-over-12-sash.  The cen-trd ridge cupolais square, with anearly flat
pyramidal roof and louvered openings in the sdes.

Interior description

Theoriginal interior finish of the main house isacharacteristic blend of arura interpretation of the
Grek Revivd with some lingering dements of the late Federd period. All thefl oorsare of wide pine;
the fireplaces, some probably meant to accommodate early heeting stoves, are smdll and shalow, and
faced with glazed brick or tile. Most doorknobs are of the ubiquitous mid-century ceramic type, though
afew doors have Suffolk latches. Basgboardsin the two parlors are high, with compound moldings, and
the walls are ringed with amolded chair rail. There isno crown molding or picturerail on any of the
first-story walls. The doors of the parlors repest the main entry configuration in their 6-pand design, and
the door and window surrounds in those rooms echo the exterior trim in their molded boards and comer
blocks, which here are adorned with raised paterae. A wideflat archway in the wall between the two
parlors hes alintel trimmed with along raised pand; asimilar archway is located between the rear parlor
and the dining room. The opening between the two parlors isfitted with panded pocket doors. The
parlor mante pieces display fine examples of Gresk Revival ornamentation: echinus moldings under the
mantd shdves, and carved urns and vasssin the pilagter capitds and friezes. The mantelpiece in the
amall rear room isfairly smplein detail, with aheavy, unmolded shelf and smaller echinus-molded trim.

The mgor dteration in the first gory of the main house block isthe remova of thewall between the
gairhadl and front parlor. Severd radiators, those in the front parlor obscuring alow wall pand under

(continued)
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eaech west window, are covered with twentieth-century wood covers with metd grills. A nineteenth-
century modification, probably dating to the 18705 isthe very Eadtlakian newd pogt of the main
gairway, which is adorned with reeding, chamfering, and paterae. Someof the dining room finish isof a
type dightly later than that of the two parlors. In addition to the post-1850 paired 2-over-2-sash window,
the mantelpiece hes apair of turned podsingead of true pilagters, and apair of heavy, shdlow brackets
supports the mantel shelf A dentil course goans the top of the mantd frieze; herethe tiling, depicting
birds and vines, is of modern date. The doors of the dining room are four-paneled, with mitered and
molded casings.

The north part of the wing a the first gory isoccupied by amodern, recently-remodded kitchen. The
cdlar gairway in the southwest corner, however, with its four-paneled door, is of early, and probably
original, date.

The finish of the second gtory of the main house is comparable to the first, with both six- and four-pane
doors, recessed pands under the main windows, and casings of molded boards and cornerblocks,
dthough here some of the cornerblocks are flat. There isno chair rail in the bedrooms, dthough thereis
acrown molding a the top of thewalls. The mantdpieces ae smpler and lessformal in design than
those on the first tory, with smply-panded pilasters or, in the caseof the mantd in the middle bedroom,
widely fluted pilasters. A narrow third bedroom at the reer of the main house shows evidence of the
remova of its northwall, where apair of Tuscan columns, probably of early-twentieth-century date, lend
support to the ceiling structure. A fourth bedroom, in the south end of the wing, is plainer in detail than
the others, and hes no fireplace. The door casngs here are flat, and there is no crown molding. Besde
the bedroom to the west isahal with anarrow stairway rising from the north wall of the dining room. It
retains its early round-dowe baudrade and a small, degant turned newe pogt.

Other featuresof the wing's ssoond story represent mid- and late-twentieth-century dterations, including
two bathrooms, and an added dairway to the attic, mogt of which was converted into a large bedroom in
the early 1990s

Archaeologica Description

While no prehigtoric sites are currently recorded on the property, Stesmay be present. One prehistoric
dte isrecorded in the generd area (within one mile). In generd, however, the potential for locating
prehistoric dtes on the nominated property islow. Locationa criteria(dope, soil drainage, distance to
wetlands) inthe areaare not well suited for most types of prehistoric dtes. Specid purposetype Stes,
including quarry aress, could be presant dthough none have been identified. Given the above factors,
the sze of the property (lessthan one acre), and the extent of historic development, the potentia for
significant prehistoric survivas is low.

(continued)
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A high potentid exigts for historic archaeologica resources on the property. Archaeological survey and
testing can determine the locations of outbuildings and occupationd-related features (trash pits, privies,
wells) on the property, which likely date from the original congtruction of the house. Evidence including
artifactsand construction features may d o be present, which can hdp datethe origina construction of
the house and barn as well as modificationsthat occurred to them.

(end)

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The George Clapp House possessssintegrity of design, location, setting, materias, workmanship,
feeling, and association, and medts Nationa Regiger Criteria A and C on the locd level. Ore of the
most imposing of Grafton's many high-style Gresk Revival housss it is one of only two to be rliably
atributed to carpenter/builder George Clapp who, according to the 1879 town historian, "erected alarge
number of the best buildings' in Grafton (Pierce, 399). Asan ambitious example of a colonnaded,
temple-front house it embodies the digtinctive characteristics of Greek Revival domestic architecture of
the 1830s in Worcester County, and, dong with saverd of its stylish neighbors, illlustrates the material
success of Grafton in the early heyday of its leather industry prior to 1850. Through the property's later
ownership by members of the Bigelow, Adams, McClellan, and Dodge families, the house d0
exemplifiesthe union of severd of Grafton's mogt prominent manufacturing, farming, and merchant
families.

Thetown of Grafton, incorporated as a smdl farming community in 1735, became athriving town with
svad significant manufacturing centers during the early years of the industria revolution. By 1835, six
major textile mills were in operation dong the Blackstone and Quinsgamond Rivers. Most of the textile
mills were in the north and south sections of town, while Grafton center, atypical town
commor/meetinghouse village where there was no available water power, becamethe ste of a highly
successful leather industry over the course of the 1820s and 1830s A pre-1800 tan yard on North Stret
just north of the common was the catalyst for the establishment of early-nineteenth-century currying
shops by members of the Warren, Bigeow, and Dodge families. With the devdlopment of steam power
and other technological advances, boot- and shoe-manufacturing logically followed, as did severd small
satellite busnessesin shoe toals, wax, and blacking. The successof Grafton'slesther industry was
enhanced by powerful family connections, especidly through the Bigelow family, to both sources of
materids in New Hampshire and meaens of distribution in Boston. By 1837 Grafton led Worcester
County and ranked third in the gate in the manufacture of boots and shoes and the success of the
Grafton entrepreneurs was reflected in both their bustling factories dlustered a the beseof North Stret
and inther large, stylish resdences located north and south of the common.

(continued)
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During the boom years of the 1830s the residentia core of Grafton center was rapidly expanding down
the long greatsthat radiated outward from the common to the surrounding farm districts. In 1835,
housawright George Clapp, who had lived and maintained a carpentry shop on South Street for severd
years, purchased one and aquarter acresof land athird of amile north of the common a the corner of
the county road (North Street), and atown road (later Merriam Road). He had been born in Petersham in
1799, the third son of Oliver and Lucinda(Lincoln) Clapp. Inafashiontypical of younger sons from
large farming familiesin the early ningteenth century, he left his home town to fmd work dsewhere. He
was in Grafton by the late 18205 when, in 1829, he built the house a 38 South Street for hisresidence.
On New Year's eve of that year, he married Mdinda (Melindia) Wood of Norton. Soon afterward he
moved the original 1731 Grafton schoolhouse to the property, attaching it to the rear of the housefor a
shop to accommodate  hisflouri shingcarpentry business.

Situated in Grafton a atime of great growth and prosperity, George Clapp rapidly built up areputation
& the most sought-after builder for Grafton center's stylish Gresk Revival houses His South Stret
home shares many characteristics with five other nearby houses that are bdieved to have bean built by
him. All are two-story,five-baybuildingswithflushboarded, pedimented end gables, one or two reer
chimneys, siddighted and pilastered center entries, and a second, transomed entry in the south end
devation. Thesehousss (#s7, 8 9, 11, and 19 South Street), have molded window surrounds, some
with corner blocks inaconfiguration similar to 44 North Street. Most relevant to the high style of 44
North Street, however, ae a leest two Grafton center housssin the fully-developed "temple-front™
Gresk Revival mode that have been identified as possble George Clapp buildings—10 South Street, built
in 1839 with lonic facade columns and aone-gory Doric side porch, and 37 North Street of 1827, which
usss the lonic order for both front and Sde colonnades.  Both houses havefl ush-boardedfacades and
window crowns. Another likely attribution, 39 North Street, built ca. 1835 in the form of the six similar
buildings on South Street, mirrors some of the details of 44 North—the molded-board and cornerblock
window trim, and thefive-panedentry sidelights with aleaded geometric shapein the center pane (at #39
acircleingead of a diamond).

George and Melinda Clagpp hed five children between 1831 and 1839. Following on Georges early
suoccess as abuilder in 1835 he purchesad the land a 44 North Street and built this house, much grander
than 38 South Street, for his growing family. In 1837 he acquired three adjacent parcds, bringing the
total land areato 4.3 acres Mdinda died three years later, however, and George was gpparently in
declining hedth as well. He left Grafton and died in Freetown in 1845 of heart dissese, a the age of 46.

Although as the showpiece of George Clapp's workmanship 44 North Street had been his family home
for only ashort time, after his deeth it took on anew role as the grand residence of asaries of prominent
local citizens, a leest three of whom were connected with the locd leather industry or with old Grafton
farming families. 1n 1845 George Clapp's red estate was s0ld off to pay the debats of his etate. The

(continued)
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purchaserswere loca curriers and shoe-manufacturers Edward and Abraham Bigeow, who held the
property for ayear and ahalf beforesdlling itto their youngest brother, Hasket D.P. Bigelow. H.D.P.
Bigelow (b. 1816) was ds0 a shoe-manufacturer, dthough his connection to the large E.B. & A.M.
Bigelow Company run by his brothers is unclear. Like George Clapp, he, too, had |eft his home town of
Lancagter for Grafton, to sk his fortunein the town that had become one of the mogt progperous
communities in Worcester County.

Four of the children of H.D.P. Bigelow and hisfirst wife, Mary (Bames), were born & 44 North Street.
In atragic repeat of the Clgpp family situation, however, those children dso logt their mother a an early
age, when Mary Bigdow died of consumption in 1853, Lessthan ayear laer, H.D.P. Bigeow was
married again, and was s00n to rdocate to Chicago. In 1859 he sold the houseto his twenty-one-year-
old son, Charles Bigelow, dso ashoe-manufacturer, gpparently in businesswith his father. Shortly
afterward, Charles married Sylvia Adams, the daughter of Otis and Sylvia King Adams, who owned the
large Adams family farm located just to the eest on Merriam Road. Charless hedth failed rapidly,
however, and in 1861 the property was transferred to hiswife'sownership. In 1863, & the age of 25, he
died of the same ailment as his mother, consumption. Two months later his infant son, Charles A.
Bigelow, succumbed to the same diseese

After Charles Bigdow'sdegth, Sylvia Adams Bigelow owned the property jointly for atimewith her
mother. After Otis Adams deeth in 1860, the two women had dso come into the ownership of the
Adams farm, and from 1864 to 1866 they gradudly sold off dl their North Street and Merriam Road redl
edate. The three parcds adjoining the home lot & 44 North Street that George Clapp hed acquired
before his death were sold separatdy; the houseand origina home ot were purchesed in 1866 by Cal.
Horatio Coggswell (Cogswell) (1804-1887). Col. Coggswdl's profession and the source of his military
rank are unknown. Although he cameto Grafton from New Y ork, he hed been born in Concord, the son
of aha-maker. Col. Coggswell was apparently retired by the time he and hiswife Laura Ann moved
here. During their time of ownership, he purchased a piece of open land acrossNorth Street from the
house which provided accessdown the hill to Worcester Street. 1n 1876 both properties played a
prominent part in Grafton'scentennid celebration, when the parade route went up North Street to the
Coggswell house, then turned west across the road and down "the boulevard” (the other Coggswell
property), to Worcester Street.

In 1890, 44 North Street was purchased from Col. Coggswel's estate by John E. and Susan McClelan.
John McClélan (b. 1847) was amember of an old farming family of both Grafton and Sutton. His
father, a Baptist Deacon and former Sate Representative, hed owned a large farm a the border of both
towns, which John still managed a the end of the century. At the age of eighteen John McClellan hed
joined Company F of the First Massachusetts Battalion, Heavy Artillery, for the lagt year of the Civil

(continued)
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War. After the war, like many young men from Grafton, he moved west for awhile, and in 1879 he was
living with hisfirst wife, Mary (Bartshee), in Buffalo, Missouri. She apparently died, however, for he
was back in Grafton by the mid-1880s.

In 1887 he married Susan E. Dodge, the daughter of Lewis Dodge and Martha (Adams) Dodge of North
Stret. Mrs. McCldlan's father had run one of Grafton's earliest and largest currying businessesin the
yearsof thetown'sbooming leather industry, first a 3 North Stregt, and later in the 1870s in a factory
beside the Bigelow shop on the eest dde of the street, where he produced a considerable amount of goods
for Abraham Bigeow's wholesdle house in Bogton. SQusan McClélan's mother was a cousin of Sylvia
Adams Bigdow. By the mid-1890s, her brother, currier Josgph Dodge, who had sucossded to the
management of the family business, was living next door a 46 North Street.

Asfor John McClélan, like H.D.P. Bigelow, he epitomized the successful Grafton busnessman of his
own ea Inthe 1830s and '90s, Grafton's leather industry went into arapid decline due to increasing
competition and the loss of sdesin the South, and Grafton's end-of-the-century entrepreneurs were more
likely to be involved in pursuits that could be sugtained by loca or regional markets. John McCléellan ran
agenerd contracting busnesswhich built many of Grafton's gtreets, sawers, and the 1886 town
waterworks. For twelve years he was Superintendent of Roedsfor Grafton; he was dso afounder, ad
both tressurer and president, of the Grafton Electric Company. He hired out teems of horses and
beginning in 1889 had a cod and wood businesswith an officein the Arcade Block on the common and
ayard dong asding of the new Grafton & Upton Railroad just eedt of the center. Inthe early 1900s he
expanded the cod and wood dedership to include other itemsthat capitalized on the presence of the
loca railroad: lime, cament, fertilizer, and hay. Hewas a Grafton Sdectman in 1898 and 1899, a date
Representative from Grafton in 1896 and 1897, and waas dected to the State Sanate in 1898. Hewas d0
atrugtee of both the Grafton Savings Bank and the Grafton Cooperative Bank. Mr. McCldlan's brother,
Arthur, who was the family'sfirst college graduate (Brown University, 1871), was the bookkeeper for the
busness Heboarded a 44 North Street for many years.

Sometime in the second decade of this century, John and Susan McClelan moved to Vermont, and in
1911 they sold 44 North Street to two dgters, Muriel and Hildegard Vaentine. The sdle began along
period of short-term ownerships which wasto lagt until the middle of this century. Except for abrief
period of occupancy in the 1920s by some relatives of Mrs. McClellan, the connection of 44 North Street
with Grafton's earlier history had ended, and mogt of its later owners came from Worcester and beyond.

Over the padt four years, the present owners of the property have undertaken considerable stabilization
and regtoration of both the house and bam, and the property is once again the showpiece of Greek
Reviva architecture that George Clapp intended. Listing onthe National Regigter will duly honor those
efforts, and bring well-deserved recognition of the building's significance and of the importance of the
North Street areato the community a large.

(continued)
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Archaeologica Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potential to document the layout and
construction datesfor one of Grafton'sleading high-style Greek Reviva homes and the social, cultura
and economic characterigtics that typified some of Grafton'sleading 19%th century familieswho occupied
this house. Further documentary ressarch assigted by archaeologica testing can establish the locations
and function of occupational-reated structures on the property. Anaysisof the dtesof these structures,
their layout and relationship to the Clapp House can document the activities that contributed to 19th-
century residentid life and the overall layout of the nominated property as originally constructed.
Detailed anayss of occupationa-related features on the property can aso contribute to our knowledge
of the property and activities that occurred there, as well as information pertaining to the lives of the
inhabitants of the house and by extrapolation the 19th-century lives of Grafton's leading families.
Overadl andysis of the archaeologica context of the entire property, including artifact distributions, the
layout of gtructures, analyss of features, and associations can hdp inidentifying construction dates for
the house and bam and the extent to which renovations were similar to the original construction.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verba Boundary Description

The boundaries of the nominated property, located a the northeest corner of North Street and Merriam
Road, are those of Parcd 3 on Grafton Assessor's map. Sheat 66. Thetotal |ot arealis 38,655 square feet.

Boundary Justification

The property boundary includes the entire parcd on which the George Clapp House is located, and
comprises seventy per cant of the land originally purchased by George Clapp in 1835 for his house lot.

(end)
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RESOURCE COUNT

CONTRIBUTING/

RESOURCE TYPE DATE NON-CONTRIBUTING
George Clapp House, building 1856 contributing
with attached shed and bam
Fedstonewall object early 19h century-  contributing
Rear driveway dructure |9th-century contributing
Swimming pooal structure ca 1980s non-contributing
Pool shed dructure ca 1980s non-contributing

Fence object ca 1980s non-contributing
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
MasschiKstts Historical Commission

July?, 1997

Ms. Carol Shull

Nationa Regider of Historic FHlaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127
Dear Ms. Shull:
Encdlosed please find the following nomination form:

George Clapp House, 44 North Stredt, Grafton (Worcester Co.), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. Since the town of Grafton isaparticipant in the Certified
Loca Government Program, the owners were notified of pending State Review Board
congderation 60 to 120 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

CcC: Clifford White & Mary Farrell, owners
Mrs. Mildred Bean, Chair, Grafton Historicad Commission
Mr. George N. Prunier, J., Chair, Board of Sdectmen
Anne Forbes, Preservation Consultant

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax:(617)727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Webdgte www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



