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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Dulin house was designed in 1915 by John Russell 
Pope and its style reflects the neo-classical revival in the 
early twentieth century.A two-story frame structure, with 
exterior walls finished in stucco, the house is covered with 
red tile roofing. The columns and cornice on the exterior 
are wooden, with column capitals and ornamental reliefs of 
cast concrete.

The interior of the Dulin house is in the late eighteenth 
century neo-classical style,,and the standard of craftsmanship 
in the wood, plaster, and metalwork is very high. The floor- 
plan consists of a center section made up of an oval hall and 
glass-enclosed loggia which are indicated on the exterior by 
full-height columns of Adam T s composite(Temple of the Winds) 
order. Flanking this core are diagonal wings containing re 
ception and service rooms on the ground floor with bedrooms 
above. The reception rooms were planned for entertaining on 
a large scale, and axial vistas create spatial excitement.

The house has been little changed since its construction. 
It was used as a home by the original owners until 1961, when 
it was adapted for use as an art gallery. Lighting was in 
stalled and some of the walls were covered for picture hanging, 
but every effort has been made to preserve the original fabric.
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The Dulin house is an excellent example of the work of 
John Russell Pope (187M--1937) , an architect trained in the 
Beaux Arts tradition. Pope ranked among the most successful 
American architects of his day, one of his major works being 
the National Gallery of Art in Washington.

Its significance lies both in the aesthetic value of 
its architecture and as a doc'ument of social history of the 
early twentieth century. The Dulin house is an example of 
the dignified and well-constructed residences built by 
successful businessmen in the early 1900s to express their 
affluence and self-confidence. The structure exhibits 
sophistication and elegance of design, and a high level of 
craftsmanship.

The Dulin house is also representative of an adaptive 
use for an old home, and its conversion from a private resi 
dence to an art gallery exposes it to public use and apprec 
iation for its fine architecture.
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William Ross McNabb, Director
ORGANIZATION DATE

Dulin Gallery of Art Mav 21 1971
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Knoxville

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National ,£] State Q Local [JC

Lawrence C. Henry f 
Title Executive Director

Tennessee Historical Comrniss 

Date May 30, 1974
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