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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known.) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

,e Pemberton Oak is a magnificent and growing tree, believed to be 
700 to 800 years old. It is estimated to have a height^ of nearly 
100 feet and a branch spread of 125 feetX*

i
The tree is located on "Royal Oak Farm," approximately 44 feet 
from the Pemberton Mansion House, a two-story brick structure built 
in 1877-78. The grounds are typical of those found surrounding 
the dwelling house of a sizable functioning and prosperous 
There is some formal planting such as the double row of boxwood 
lining the main walkway.

This brick house replaced a log house which had been built by 
Col. John Pemberton around 1780 on his land grant in Sullivan 
County. The log house stood until 1878 as the family of Thomas 
D. Pemberton, Sr., builder of the brick house, was moving into 
their new home. A fire occurred destroying the old log house and 
the parlor portion of the new house. The parlor was reconstructed 
immediately but the log house was gone forever. However the log 
smokehouse and springhouse which were contemporary with the main 
log house are still standing on the site in good condition along 
with a large frame barn that was built around 1890.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

V The Pemberton Oak is located on land granted.to Colonel John 
Pemberton (17M-2-1813) , who settled in upper east Tennessee in 
the 1770 T s. In late September, 1780, Colonel Pemberton, then 
a captain, assembled, under the giant tree, his command for 
service against the British. Joined by units from Virginia, the 
troops marched to Sycamore Shoals on the Watauga. From there, 
the entire force, under Colonel William Campbell, went on to 
defeat the British at King T s Mountain, South Carolina, on October 
7, 1780.

Following the Revolutionary War, the Pemberton Oak continued to 
serve "as mustering and/or camping grounds for soldiers in four 
subsequent wars: the War of 1812, the Mexican War, the Civil 
War, and World War II.\I)uring these years, the Pemberton family 
maintained ownership of The farm, which is presently owned by 
two great-great-granddaughters of Colonel John Pemberton.

The Pemberton Oak is listed in the tree Hall of Fame of the 
American Forestry Association. Conservationists have worked with 
the property owners to insure protection of the tree.
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