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A ridge-roofed 2g- story e l l , centrally situated on the north elevation 
of the main house, is characterized by simple fenestration u t i l i z i n g 
regular sash, plain l i n t e l s and s i l l s . Three 12/l2 windows are located 
on the f i r s t stories and three 8/8 windows are located on the second 
stories of both the east and west elevations. Two small covered entrance-
ways are located i n the comers formed where the e l l joins the main house, 
each with some Gothic trim. Small centrally located 4/4 windov.'s are situated 
on the second and thi r d stories of the ell ' s north elevation. Each side 
of the e l l contains a ridge-roofed dormer, trimmer by curvilinear sawn 
wooden omament and framing an arched 6/6 window. Two irregularly placed 
interior chimneys rise through the roof. The comice along the ell's 
west elevation retains i t s simple curvilinear sawn wooden omament and the 
north elevation of the e l l retains i t s elaborate bargeboards aix)ung the 
gable. The constmction of a concrete block, single car garage adjacent to 
the e l l i n the early twentieth century destroyed the house's original 
attached ice shed. The Angler's carriage house stood on the opposite side 
of Boynton Road and their stables, also demolished, were approached 
through the two granite posts s t i l l standing nearby on Powderhouse Road. 

The interior of the Angier House i s generally well preserved, retaining 
i t s original floorplan, Gothic Revival wood paneling and carved marble 
mantlepiece. In addition, the rooms s t i l l have their original Gothic 
Revival paneled doors and hardware with label mouldings around the door-* 
ways. The tracery i n the t a l l windows is i n excellent condition and 
almost a l l the windows retain their original interior louvered shutters. 
The omamental plaster ceilings are also intact. Particularly noteworthy 
are the original g i l t comiceboards i n the livingroom. Unfortunately the 
diningroom lost i t s original l i g h t fixture to a previous owner along with 
the parlor's g i l t comiceboards. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

RIOD 

HISTORIC 

—14(X 1499 

—1500 1599 

_ 1 6 0 0 v 699 

— 1700-1799 

X.1800-1899 

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

^ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

X-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—REUGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The John B. Angier House i n Medford, I^lassachusetts, i s significant as a 
collaborative effort by America's great Romantic period architects and 
landscape designers, Alexander Jackson Davis and Andrew Jackson Downing. 
In addition this cottage is one of a limited number of Davis' extant 
commissions i n Massachusetts. I t is also Medford's best example of Gothic 
Revival domestic architecture. 

The Angier House was b u i l t for John B. Angier, a Medford schoolmaster, and his 
wife, Abby S. Adams, a granddaughter of President John Adams. Angier was 
bom in Durham, New Hampshire, on April 10, 1797, the son of John and Rebecca 
(Drew) Angier. After graduating from Harvard i n 1821, he opened a private 
school for g i r l s i n Medford. In 1849 Angier gave up his position with the 
school and shortly thereafter was appointed treasurer of Bayou, Brazos and 
Colorado Railway Company of Texas which also had a Boston office. 

According tb Roger H. Newton, author of Town and Davis. Architects, the Anglers 
were introduced to I t h i e l Town by Andrew J. Downing. In 1842 Davis was 
commissioned by the Anglers to design their new home in Medford. His 
origincil elevation and floorplans for the house are among the collection of 
Town and Davis architectural drawings at the Metropolitan I4iseum of Art i n 
New York. Aditional floorplans are in the collection of the New York 
Historical Society. The Anglers' fumiture for their new home was designed 
by Davis and executed by his cabinetmaker, Richard %mes; their grounds 
were landscaped by Andrew Jackson Downing. Both their fumiture and Downing's 
plantings are no longer part of the property. A hurricane i n the 1950's 
destroyed a large t u l i p tree and Scotch libumum which according to local 
tradition were presented to Abby S. Adams by her uncle, President John 
Quincy Adams, on May 30, 1831, when she was wed to John B. Angier. 
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