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1. STATE 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH' BEFORE THEME No.ﬁili' }.
) I . - mwﬁ‘ BN
Texas Theme XV, “estward Expansion ' ndlen AFfaips
3. NAME(S) OF SITE ACREAGE
Fort Davie LOO
5 EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, cic. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)
Jeff Davis County, State 116, north edye of town of Fert levis
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner)
Fatate of U, #,Suwons, 310C Gulf Bldg., Houston, Texas

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant)

Hemed for Secretery of ter Jefferson Davis, Fort Davis was established in 185)h
by Lt. Col., Washington Sewell, in the Davie MHountains northwest of the Fip Bend. Iits
function was to help check predatery bands of Apaches and Comanches, wio could be
intercepted from this point at the various crossings of the Hic (rande. The site wos
noted for its healthy climate, defensibility, snd communication with =1 Pasc and San
Antonio by a fine, natursl road, Loceted on the southern rcute to Gelifornis, the
fort provided & wey-station for California-tound irmiprents, From 185k to 1861, Col,
Sewell's commend, opersting from Fort Devis, fought the hostile Comanches snd Apaches
infesting the reglon, In 158 a wrein of camels, with which the War Department wes
experimenting in the Scuthwest, stopped st Fort Davis. The garrison withdrew in 1861,
snd Confederstes under Col. John R, Baylor occupied the post, but remained only a
few months, The fort was deserted until U,Z, treoops returned in 1867, to find that
the old estaklishment, primerily of log comstruction, had been all tmt wrocked by
Indians, They bullt a new post, using substential rock and sdobe materisls, Lntil
1660 it was & tese of operations aginst Fiowss end Comanches, snd pleyed 8 prominent
part in the wors ageinst Victorio and the Warm Springe Apaches, It continued to serve
ag an importent stop on the roads to Yexieo and California, and as the mother post of
many scaitered subposts, The Indian barrier remcved, cattlemen moved into the srea in
the 1600's snd estellished ranches, The post had outlived its uwsefulness,; and was abenw
doned in 1891,

The remsins of Fort Davis are probably nore extensive and impressive than any other
frontier post in the West, including Forts Laramie and Unien, The walle of wine sots
of adobe officers quarters are still stending, s:-veral with roofs intact., Seven other
setz of officers quarters, of sleb limestone construction, ere in excellent condition,
corplete with rvoofs, Three of these, however, bave beon rehsbilitated and are now
used &3 puest cottayes., (n the opposite side of the perade ground stend the roofless
walls of two leng adobe barracks, The adobe comnissary and bLarrack-like ghiopy tugether

{Contisn Sur
8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources; givé location of 'fnanuécripts and rare '?vqus")
C, C. Rister, The Scuthvestern Frontder, 1005«1881 (Cleveland, 19283, Baryy Scobes,
“he Story of Fort Uavig (rort lavis, 1?35;, Jo te £ d, K, Toulouse, “iomer Posts C*f
Texas (oen Antonios 1034), Wer Dent,, A Qeport on the lygione of the U0, Ay, wibh
Descriptions of Milivery Posts, Circulsr No. B (VashingTons 15757, L me——

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, FLABS, elc.)

None
10. PHOTOGRAPHS * 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, furm, dic.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
ATTACHED:  vesE] wno[J Fxeellent Aliwest ianch pt, 20, 105E
14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature);;fj N 15. TITLE 16, DATE
yl VAR oy ey 1F . fems o
it /7 Al | disterian Dec, 16, 1958

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 1014 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY,’EE( VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEAENTARY SHEET, 10~317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
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This sheet ig to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the
regular form, and for rceording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many
Supplement Sheets as nceessary., When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as

?
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . .

STATE NAME(S) OF SITE

Texas Fort Davis

' 7. importence snd Cescription (eeni'd)

with the reins of numercus utility buildings and other miacellaneous structures,
complete: the physical layout, It is plcturesguely locsted in the heart of the Davis
Mountaing near the Dsvis Mountsins State Park,

A privase concern operates B juest ranch on the site under lesse from the D, A,
Simmons estate, Un the date of viglt the lsase, according to a loeal informant, had
two years to run, The Fort Dsvis Historieal Society, which hzs long been sctive in
aiterpting Yo preserve the fort and secure its admission to the Haticnal Perk System,
opereztes & small museum and itrading post in a uilding that has been constructed for
the purpose on the northeast edge of the parade ground, The wroperty is for sale,
but beceuse of its historical value, the price es been set, according to ¥r, Eiarrg
Scobee, at 511,000 for samething over LOO scres. FNr, Scobee, Justice of the Peaee
in Fort Devis and author of the book cited below, is a moving spirit in the effort
to heve the fort made a Natiomal Monument. Aeccording to Fr, Secobee, the spring winde
esch year do consicerable dsmsge, &nd stablligetion is urgently neceded,
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