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INVENTORY FORM FOR NOMINATED PROPERTIES

Name of property: Charles Abresch House

Address: 2126 West Juneau Avenue

City: Milwaukee

Eric and Margaret Steensrud
Owner:

Owner's address: 2126 West Juneau Avenue

Milwaukee, WI 53233

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

160 NRHP Certification (date)
Listed in NRHP (LI)
Determined eligible in DOE process (DD)
Determined eligible in nomination process (DN)
Additional documentation added to nomination (AD)
Boundary increased (Bl)
Boundary decreased (BD)

— Delisted (DL)
170 Thematic or Multiple Resource Nomination Name (code)

180 NRHP List Name Charles Abresch House

190 Level of Significance
— national (NA)
— state (ST)
X _local (LO)
200 District Classification
__ pivotal (P)
— contributing (C)
— non-contributing (NC)
210 Applicable Criteria
—— event (A)
_X_ person (B)
_X_ architecture/engineering (C)
— information potential (D)

215 Criteria Considerations
— religious property (A)
— moved property (B)
— birthplace or grave (C)
— cemetery (D)
'___ reconstructed property (E)
— commemorative property (F)
—.. - less than 50 years old (G)
220 Area of Significance (code)

Architecture

Not.able Person

230 Period of Significance

The date of construction is 1890.

340 Review Board Date : .

70 USGS Quad Map
SW/4 MilwWaukee 78 min 124,000

80 UTM Coordinates (Format: 99-999999-9999999)

o= 412420 - 416140

85 Listed Acreage _less thap one acre
60 Verbal Boundary Description __Lynden Place, etc., in

Southwest quarter section 19-7-22, Vol. 10,
pg. 14, block 3 (lots 14-15 & 16) except North
35.20 feet.




STREET: Yest Juneau Avenue |NUMBER: 2176 SHSW INTENSIVE

i

— state-public (S) -
federal-public (F)

) SURVEY FORM

LOCATION i , PROGRAM REVIEW

10 County nd.dzm:xmm : . - 250 Tax Case Number

20 City or Village 1lwaukee 260 Compliance Case Number

30 Civil Town 270 Aor D Grant __Yes __ No

35 Unincorporated C unity 275 Covenant/Easement Dates

40 Location 8128"Wes ¢ Juneau Avenue : 320 Ownership - .

—— private (P)
50 Town-Range-Section : —— local-public (L) ,

65 Quarter Sections

60 Verbal d _...<=n_m= _u._mnmw etc, N in X _ ,
YortaBoundary scrotn, - LVRED Places et Tn_ o . i, prlepublc ()
block 3 (lots 14-15&16) except North 35,20 feet. ‘. g
) SURVEY
90 Photo Codes M1 80-35-37
100 Survey Map 389
110 Map Code 80-35
120 Reconnalssance Survey Date 1979

130 Reconnaissance Surveyor —___Wenger/Hunton/Jensen

140 Intensive Survey Name (code) __Westside

150 Intensive Surveyor Wenger/Hatala
155 Intensive Survey FY 1983
i 235 Syrvey Evaluation
2 eligible (E) —— not eligibie (N)
237 Survey District Classification
— pivotal (P) —— non-contributing (NC)

— contributing (C)-
’ . 240 Survey Level of Significance
’ __ national (NA) ! X_ local (LO)
—_ state (ST) i
243 Survey Evaluation Criteria

— event (A) X architectural/engineering (C)
X person (B) _— information potential (D)
245 Proposed District
280 NHL Date -
290 HABS No. v 300 HAER No.
310 Local Landmark (code)
315 Associated Archeological Site(s)
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'RECORD NUMBER:

2126 _West Juneau 3

ADDRESS:

>

—

DESCRIPTION

The Charles Abresch House is a large-scale, high-style
Queen Anne residence built in 1890. It is two stories
in height with an attic level. The foundation is rock-
faced, coursed ashlar limestone. Assymetrical in plan,
the massing is centered around a rectangular block with
a steeply pitched hip roof. From this projects three
massive overhanging gables on the east, west, and south
facades. At the southwest corner is a three-story,
engaged segmental tower.

The Abresch House is of frame construction and the _
exterior is mostly covered with clapboards. Although

not as complex in its textural use of materials as other
nominated Queen Anne residences in the survey area, the
Abresch House achieves its architectural impact from its
massive scale. The gabled front porch is supported by
Corinthian order columns from which spring a series of

arches. The double-leaf entry doors are sheltered by
the front porch. The windows are wooden, double-hung
sash. . :

The Abresch House is located in a neighborhood . of late
nineteenth century residences. Sited on a large lot
that is 150 feet wide by 125 feet long, it was one of
several large-scale houses built by upper-middle and
upper income residents .along this part of Juneau
Avenue, now all razed. There is a broad side yard and
Tittle Tandscaping, except for foundation plantings.

The Abresch House appears to be in original condition

with no major alterations or changes. Al1l architectural
elements and details are intact. The current owners are
in the process of restoring the exterior of the house with
a period color scheme and the removal of the asphalt
siding from the gable ends.

ARCHITECTURAL/ENGINEERING STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Charles Abresch House is locally significant as a
fine and well preserved example of an upper class Queen
Anne residence for a prominent manufacturer. It is
architectually significant as the work of Frederick
Velguth, , an accomplished Milwaukee architect. It is
historically important as the home of Charles Abresch,

a 19th century wagon maker, who successfully made the
transition to automobile manufacturing in the early
1900's, helping to establish the fledgling auto industry
in Wisconsin. Mmmm Associated History for more information
on architect.) )

800 BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES (SOURCES)

(A) City of Milwaukee Building Permits
(B) Milwaukee City Directories 1890-1912

(C) Milwaukee County Historical Center, 01d Settlers
Memorials, Book 3, p. 112 and Vol. 1, p. 131

(D) Flowers, Frank, History of Milwaukee, Chicago:
Western Historical Co., dmmgu p. 15071, _

(E) Milwaukee of Today: Cream City of the Lakes,
Milwaukee: n.p., 1892 p. 153,

(F) Milwaukee County Historical Central Library,
unidentified clipping 11/6/1899, Milwaukee
Journal 12/24/1967.
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ASSOCIATED HISTORY

Charles Abresch was born on May 12, 1850, at Dierdorf, Germany. After his mother's death a few months later,
his father sailed for America leaving the infant Charles in the care of relatives. At age 18 Charles joined
his father in Milwaukee and used his blacksmith skills in obtaining work at the John Meineke wagon and
carriage works. He began his own business at age 20 and specialized in the manufacture of beer wagons. 1In
1894 the company was capitalized for $22,000 and by 1907 the business began to manufacture autos and trucks.
By 1912 the plant at 4th and McKinley Streets (razed) had over 800 employees and Abresch products were
marketed throughout the United States and Mexico.

The Charles Abresch Company, located at 4th and McKinley Street, was a locally important wagon manufacturer
which embarked on auto production in 1899. Subsequent years saw the Company manufacture auto and motorcycle
bodies, motorcycle side cars, and even trucks. Theodore Roosevelt once had a car whose hand formed aluminum
body was a product of the Abresch Plant. The Company discontinued such production in the early 1930's, but
continued as an auto body repair plant and auto products manufacturer through 1973, when it was last known
as Abresch Auto Body Ltd. (B, F)

Charles Abresch married Catherine Geraard of Jackson, Wisconsin, in 1879, and they had one daughter who later
became Mrs. Oscar Bach. Abresch donated generously to charities, but never let his actions be made public.
He was a member of the Knights of Pythias, Richard Wagner Lodge, Turn Verein Milwaukee, West Side 01d
Settlers Club, 01d Settlers Bowling Club, German Press Club and Blatz Quting Club. Abresch died at his home
at 2126 West Juneau Avenue on April 27, 1912, after a three month illness. The house was subsequently used
by Misericordia Hospital as a nurses home and is now a private residence once again. (B, C)

The Abresch House was designed by Milwaukee architect, Frederick Velguth. Velguth was an accomplished local
architect of the period who was well known for his residential and religious works. He was a native of
Magdeburg, Germany, and came to Milwaukee in 1858. Velguth worked as a general contractor for 18 years before
calling himself an architect. He distinguished himself as the designer of Trinity Lutherw Church (NRHP-1979) and
for his mansions in the elite neighborhoods on Lake Drive and Kenwood Boulevard. It appears that Velguth design
was influenced by James Douglas, who was a leading architect in Milwaukee after the Civil War. Douglas became
well known for his "Douglas or pointed style" which incorporated Gothicisms into traditional Queen Anne house
forms. Velguth was not as expressive as Douglas, but his use of Gothic motifs is evident in his works, including
the Abresch House. 1In the context of the broad range of Queen Anne houses that were built in Milwaukee, there
are few others from this time period that are as well preserved as the Abresch House, which remains one of the
finest Queen Anne houses in the city.



