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As close as can be determined Wylie Park Pavilion was constructed about 1917 for use

as a summer recreational facility. The exterior sides were covered with shingles which
were dark brown in color. Most of the original shingles are still on the structure.

In the interior of the building was a large maple dance floor, a stage for musicians,
and a viewer's gallery. In the interior the rafters and beams remained exposed.

The Pavilion has a dominant hip with gablet roof to which are attached a smaller gable
roof and two hip-roofed additions (c. 1927) with exposed rafters present at the eaves.
Most of the openings are rectangular in shape and are double hung; however they vary
in size. They are also clustered in fives, threes and twos; some modillion division.
There are also several shuttered openings, probably used for concessions. There are
five ways of entering the structure and the door type used is four paneled. Several
of the openings utilize double doors.

In 1927 small additions were made to the north and south ends of the building.
At the present time the building's physical appearance remains much the same as it was

when it was originally constructed, although the exterior sides and roof have deteri-
orated quite rapidly over the past decade due to lack of maintenance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Wylie Park Pavilion is an architecturally significant structure. It is representative
of many similar structures which once stood in communities all across South Dakota.

Such buildings were the focus of area-wide gatherings for dances, concerts, chautauquas,
and organizational affairs. The tradition of such park related programs lasted from
South Dakota's settlement through the 1920's and 1930's. To the knowledge of the Brown
County Museum and Historical Society, the only building that remains in South Dakota

to commemorate that experience is the Wylie Park Pavilion.

In the Aberdeen area the Wylie Park Pavilion was particularly noted for the public dances
that were held in the building from the time of its construction down through the 1940's.
Some well-known and not-so-well-known musicians--including a young Lawrence Welk in
1936--played the Pavilion for the dance crowds. For many years the public dances at

the Pavilion were under the sponsorship of the local American Legion Post. These dances
were a sharp reflection of the musical popular culture of an era that has long past.

Although the Pavilion was best known for its public dances, other activities were also
carried on there over the years. It was the location for political gatherings, club
outings, and various group activities. It continues to get minimal summer use by groups,
including use by the Girl Scouts, but its condition has become so run-down that it is

no longer a pleasant meeting site. It is the hope of the Brown County Museum and His-
torical Society, as well as many other local groups, that the City of Aberdeen will
implement a renovation program for the Pavilion which will restore it to something akin
to its original condition and provide for adaptive uses for it which will once again
make it a focal point for summer activities for the people of the community and the
surrounding region.

The Brown County Museum and Historical Society believes that the Wylie Park Pavilion

is a historic structure of such significance that it warrants inclusion in the National
Register of Historic Places and therefore recommends it for consideration for placement
in that Tisting.
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