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1. Name

higoric Union Vharf
Se

and/or common

2. Location

dregt & numba  295-353 Commercia Street

city, town Boston afsir vicinity of congressional district

dae Ivlassachusetts code 025 couty Suffolk

3. Classiffication

Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied agriculture

A building(s) A private unoccupied A commercial
structure both X work in progress educational
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment
object in process X yes: restricted government

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial
no military

4. Owner off Property

rnare Union Aliarf Development A ssociates

drest & numba 54 Lewis Whar

city, townn Boston vicinity of dae

5. Location off Legal Description

couthouse, regidry of desds eic. Saffolk County Courthouse

drest & numba Pemberton Square

city, town Boston date

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

liwentor/ of the Historic Assets
of liie—Coiimpnwedltii

title

eelved

le entered

~asthis property been determined elegible?

HCRS use only
NOV 05 1979

UANAN N

not for publication

code 025

museum
park

private residence
religious
scientific
transportation

. other:

Jj5assachusetts

M assachusetts

yes 2L_ o

date 1979 federal state county local
degpostory for aurvey records Massachusetts Historical Commisson
aty, tomn  Boston dae Massachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered oc original site
goiod ruins x altered moved date

X- fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Uni on Wharf, located on the Boston waterfront opposite the North End, is anirregularly
shaped bul khead ext endi ng west fromthe Inner Harbor sone 50 feet to, and including the
bui [ ding at 295-353 Commercial Street. |t corrﬁrises 114, 267 square feet. Lincoln Wharf
sits to the north, Sargent's Wharf to the south thus creating a series of finger-like pro-
jections into the Inner Harbor. The westemmost part of the Union Wharf bul khead is a
granite block pier dating fromabout 1795  Both the granite seawal| and the area support-
ed on pilings have been expanded greatly over the years.

Six buildings sit upon Union Warf. G these, the only historically inportant structure
is a massive granite faced warehouse |ocated at the northwest section of the property.
Buil't in 1846-1847, this rectangular structure of dark, rough-faced granite éprobably
from Qui nc ? neasures 92 feet wde by 200 feet long (9 bays wide by 27 ba%/s eep). Its
west emgabl e end faces Conmercial Street. The westemmost portion, which is 15 bays
long, is five stories highwth basenent. The fifth level is alatenineteenth century
brick addition which resenbles a continuous flat roofed doiner at eaves |evel. This
west emportion of the warehouse i s covered by an asphalt shingle roof which was originally
slate. Brick party walls extend above the roofline.

The eastemportion of the warehouse is 12 bays long, rises only three stories, and has a
flat tar and gravel roof without dorners. This FortionV\as originally the sane height as
the other end of the bulding thereby creating a large, four story rectangle covered by a
slate gable roof with small dorners. The mssing story and gable roof at the eastem
portion were renoved c. 1945 follow ng danage incurred during construction of the Sunmer
Tunnel, and by a fire.

The architectural detail is the san@on all elevations of both portions of the building.
O the first (ground) floor, large wndows are framed by rough-faced granite post and
lintel architraves. The area between openings is infilled with courses of two foot high
granite blocks. The upper floor w ndows have snoothly finished granite post and [intel
enfranenents. The [intel stone of each unit is onanented with a smoothly finished peaked
pedi nent standing inrelief froman otherwi se rough-surface. Nearly all w ndows and door
openings retainthe ironpintels that once carried iron shutters, but not the original
sashes on door.

Srmothl?/ finished ?ranite is also used decoratively inthe quoins at the four comers of

the building, and for the comce. The latter consists of two courses of granite slabs;

the |ower course set on edge to create a wide fascia, the upper course laid flat to create

a thin, projecting portion of the warehouse, running across the gable and facing Gonmerci al

Street. 1t is broken off where i t abuts the mssing story of the eastemportion. Swoth

{/ﬁceg granite enlivens the westemgable inthe formof large letters spelling out "Union
arf".

Inside the warehouse, brick bearing walls and ﬁartiti ons are exposed. The westenmost
portion contains four bays; the eastemmost, three. At the attic level, the partition walls
are pierced by lunettes; at lower levels, by w de doorways. Flooring consists of heavy
wooden pl anks resting on joists approxinmately 4 by 12 inches insize. The latter are carried
on beans 11% x 13" in size, which intum are supported by large iron or shoul dered wooden
posts. A layer of concrete has been poured over al | of the floors.
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The Union Wharf bul khead dates fromat least 1795, when it was considerably
smal ler. By 1850, the wharf hadalnmost tripled i nsize, assunming very nearly
its present configuration. Small extensions tothe granite seawall at t he
easternost end have occured during the 20th century. In this century pilings
covered with planking surrounded the granite seawall andfilled inthe notchon
the north side. Only the pilings inthis notch area remain. Thechanges i n
outline inUnion Wharf indicate the continuously expanding shoreline and wharf
area that characterizes Boston's waterfront history. Thenominaton i sconfined
to the wharf enclosed bythe granite seawall.

The wharf construction i s typical of Boston's 19th century waterfront. Tinber cribs
filled with rubble formed the perimetEr of the wharf, and the area inside was filled
with earth. Granite blocks were built upagainst the crib form ng the durable
protective seawall. Thesurface of the wharf is nowcovered with avariety of
paving materials, granite pavers, asphalt, and|landscaped areas.

About 1900, Union Wharf had onthe peri meter of the bul khead | arge one and two
story frame, metal andwood clad sheds, associatedwith the steanship anddocking
concerns operating at the time. As the activities of these operations declined,
along with the rest of the port of Boston inthe twentieth century, gradually the
sheds were used for warehousing, andeventually all but onewere denmolished.

There are five other buildings onthe wharf. They include a twostory tin clad
building dating fromthe late nineteenth century which i s located at the south
west corner of the property. In the past twoyears it was resheathed with wood
clapboards. Theremaining structures are four rows of brick townhouses huilt

in 1978al ong the northeast and sout heast waterfront boundaries. They are not
historic, but along with twostory shed, donot act asanintrusion onthe wharf.
The maj or conponents of Union Wharf are the granite wharf itself andthe former
granite warehouse buil ding.
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Changes to tiie original structure, i nadditon to the renoval of the fourth floor of

the eastem portion, have included the addition of fifth floor dorners onthe westem
section and regl acerment of the slate roof altogether with asPhaIt shi n?I es. The present
owlers of the building have added shed roof dorners onthe flat roof of the fifth
floor tocreate asixth floor living area as well as newsash, iron bal conies, and
doors. Also, nechanical systens equipnent isvisable at several points onthe roof.

The other five buildings onthe wharf, atwo-story tinclad shed at the southwest
coner of the property and four rows of townhouses built i n 1978 al ong the northeast
and sout heast waterfront boundaries, are not historic and are not here considered.

[tem Nunfber 9 Bibliographical References con't.
Mass. : Harvard University Press, 1946.

Lanio, George: A Series of Plans of Boston...Decenber 25, 1630-Decenber 25, 1645.
1903 ( nap)

Perkins, Charles: APl an of Boston Proper 1795-1895.
1895 ( nap)

Suffol k County Registry of Deeds: Records and Atlases

Witehill, Walter Miir: Boston: A Topographical History.
Canbri dge, Mass.: The Bel knap Press of Harvard University Press, 1968.

Wnsor, Justin (Ed.): The Menorial History of Boston, Including Suffolk GCounty,
Massachusetts, 1730-1880" Boston: Janes R sgood and Compent, 1881.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, relligion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education military social/. .
1700-1799 art . engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 y commerce ' ;2 exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government A transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1795, 1846-47 Builder/Architect unknown

St at ement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Uhi on Whar f possesses integrity of |ocation, design, setting, materials and worknanshi p.
As one of the fewrenaining waterfront warehouses, it distinctively illustratesthe
granite constructuion which characterized Boston's md-nineteenth century comnercial/
war ehouse structures. Further, i tis representative of the major rolewhich the Port of
Boston played in nineteenth century shipping.

Bost on, which began to develop as a port shortlyafter itssettlenent in 1639, was a

smal |, hilly peninsula at the time. However..."fromthe early years of the settlenent

mer chant owners of waterfront property were constantly buildingwharves into the harbor,

and thus began the inexorable encroachnent of |and upon water that has narked the history

of Boston." 1Ihe area where Iftiion Wharf i s now | ocated was gradual |y wharfed out as

trade prospered to create nore space. By the early eighteenth century, there were "upwards

of forty wharves, nore than one dozen shipyards and six rope wal ks". During the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries small holdings were gradually consolidated, and shipwights

y\erle forc;ad tgl relocate inareas |ike East Boston as nercantile activities becane increas-

ingly profitable.

Wil e a portion of the Union Wharf bul khead was constructed inthe |ate eighteenth century

it didnot assune its present form or achieve any real significance, imil 1845 when i t
was sold to John L Gardner, a nerchant then operating out of IndialVharf. He expanded the
wharf to the north to create alarger buildingsite anderected the granite warehouse which
is the major structure occupying the wharf today. It was described inthe real estate trans-
actions at the tine as "92 feet on Comercial Street by 300 feet on Union Warf, anple
streets onall four sides, good slated roof, iron w ndow shutters andiron doors, exterior
wal |s 16 inches thick granite.” (Inactual construction the granite was a four inch

facing over brick bearing walls). Grdner sold the wharf and warehouse to the Union

Warf Gonpany i n 1847, but appears to have retained the principal interest.

liiion Wharf was first leased to the IMted States goverment as a bonded warehouse and
enjoyed the general prosperity of Boston's waterfront. However, it was affected along with
its nei(?hbors by the gradual shift inmritine supremacy fromBoston to New York which
occurred inthe late nineteenth century. This shift changed Bostonfrom an active nercantile
port to a center for steanship |ines andrailroad ferr?/ termnals. In 1900 Uni on Wiar f

was sold to the Metropolitan Steanshi p Gonpany which already owned | ndia Wharf, and oper-
ated steaners between Boston and Maine. To acconmodate the |arge steaners, Netropolitan

al so Burchased the adjacent Ballard' s Wharf wiich it denolished to create a | arge docking
area between Union Wiarf and Sargent’'s Wiarf to the south. The Metropolitan Steanship
(onpany went through a nunier of reorganizations. In 1910, i t "sold" Union Warf to the
Metropolitan Steanship Qonpany of Maine for one dollar. Ihe next year, the latter was "sol d"
to the Maine Seanship Gonpany again for one dollar. The next year, the Wharf passed to t he
East em S eanshi p Gonpany, whi ch had rented one of the buil dings on Uni on Wharf since before
1908. Stahility seens to have been acheived, because the property was not sold again until



9. Major Bibliograpliicai References

Bonner, John. | he Town of Boston i n NewEngland. 1722 (nap _
Bryan, John. Boston's Ganite Architecture c. 1810-1860. Boston | M versity Doctural

~ Distertation, 1972. unpublished. _ . _
Kilham Walter H Boston Arter Bulfinch, AnAccount of itsArchitecture 21800-1900. Canbridge

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 2.61 acres
Quadrangle name Boston South

Quadrangle scale 1:24000

UMT References

ISI3IIL3d 46bi21118 d BT
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
cLu rrrrrrrerrronr. Ll DL Mill. 111111
EUJ Il el eel ] o] e] oej FUJ 111 1-1.
gLu TTTTTTILL JoL LT T T2l el o] eef

Verbal boundary description and justification

Please refer to the attached inap of the City of Boston; the boundaries are deliniated in red.

The nomination is confined to the 1795 v rfroNdiiNiA<iilhiif< kvdf> A
List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By |
Sharon Ofenstein, Consultant
nameife Candace Jerikins, National Register Coordinator Judy McDonough, B.C
organization Massachusetts Historical Commisson dae  October 1979
dregt & numbar 294 Washington Street telephone  (617)727-8470
dity or toan Boston state Nfessachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Nationai Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth*t*yjthe Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature /0A6/7f

e EXecutive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commssion ..

For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date SANA

Keeper of/the National Register

Attest: date 6 \\m

GPO 938 835
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1945. By that tinme, however, it had sustained sone danage. The Summer Tunnel had
been cut beneathits northwest comer i nthe 1930's, anda fire i nthe 1940's nade
It necessarytoremve thetopstory of thethree east enmost bays of the ware-
house. 1 n 1945 thewharf was sold to Robert P Gabl e and Frank Leeder, and
eventuallz) 'l becane part of the Gorin-Leeder-Cable famly trusts. The 'war ehouse
was used by the J.L. KeI so Gonpany for storing wool en goods and footware until t he
property was sold to thepresent owiers i n19/77 for conversion t o housing.
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Uni on Wharf represents part of Boston's waterfront which played a major rolei n
Boston's maritime history. The granite wharf bul khead with it sdomnant structure,
and the Union Wharf warehouse, typified m d-ni neteenth century Boston maritime
commerce both i n appearance andoperation. Union Wiarf andits counterparts.
Commercial, Lewis, andLong Wharf, were either built during or expanded during

| the md-nineteenth century, which was the gol den age of Boston's shipping industry.
Boston was the major port for the European, South American, andcoastal trades.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TELEPHONE REPORT

DATE

N>
TIME OF CALL

1. CALL cP TO; [n FROM (Mamm) ». AOORMS (TmI. Mo. I r—dmd)

3. SUBJECT, PROJECT NO., ETC.

4. DETAIL* OF OiaCUMION

pir INININ . MIf

NAME OF FER«ON PL ACINS/RECEI VINC CALL TITLE

FHR-8-227
Junal978

/H/h pm

h~/smo(h<-i fL Uyfilc:

AM
PM



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE IMTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TELEPHONE REPORT
/ /

1. CALL TO; FROM (Natnm) 2. ADDRESS

3. SUBJECT, PROJECT NO., ETC.

*. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION

NAME/"F PERSON PLACING/RECEI VINS CALL TITLE

FHR-8-227
June 1978

(Tel.

No.

TIME OF

naaded)

CALL

PM



MEETING REPORT

H e O- AROEAY AND H STCR C PRESERVATT ON

PROIECT: idJmtj liJffAh/f-

LocATION - vEni NG /N1 DATE
STAFF NEVEER  /UN)Y(IMMA D VI SI O\
PARTI O PANT: GRGAN ZATT ON PHONE



1. CALL

TO;

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TELEPHONE REPORT

[H FROM (Hmmia) 2. ADDRESS

a. SUBJECT, PROJECT NO.,ETC.

4. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION

NAME OF PERSON PLACINO/RECEI VINO CALL TITLE

FHR-8-227
June 1978

TIME OF CALL

(Tml. No. il nmmdmd)

AM
PM



mini m |
MASSACHUSETTS
HISTORICAL
COMMISSION

June 9, 1980

Ms. Carol

National Register
HFRS

440 G Street

Washi ngt on, DC 20243
Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed you wil|
currently onhold
mat i on.

| hope that

Sincerely,

Candace Jenk
National Regi r

Aln
enc.

find materials
i ntheNational
These ar e Uni on Wharf, Boston, expanded description and state-
ment of significance;
boundary description; WIlIliamshurg Center Historic District,

this will

1

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the Secretary of State

294 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts
02108

617-727-8470

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
Secretary of State

Shul|, Acting Keeper
Branch

relating tofour nom nationswhichare
Regi ster office for additional infor-~

revi sed
revised map,

Town Green Historic District, Brookline,

answer t hequestion raised by your staff.

Coor di nat or



ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE MASSACHUSETTS

n. .V N JN22 9
Dat e Entered

Nane Location
Brookline Town G een HistoricDistrict Br ookl i ne
Nor f ol k Coi mty
Wl lianflburg Center HistoricDistrict W llaashurg

Hanpshire County

Uni on War f Bost on
Suffoll; Caoiuty

Al'so Notified
Honorabl e Elv/ard M Kennedy State Historic Preaervatlion Oficer
Eonor abl u Paul Taon“aa Ms. PatricialL. WslovsU
Hoiusrabl ¢ &b«rt F. 'Jrioan Executive Director, Massachusetts
Honorable Silvio 0. GConce Hi storical Coonl ssion
Honorabl e John J. “toakl ey 294 \shington Street

Boston, |'lassachusetts 02108

NR Byers/ajd 7/ 2/ 80

For further infonnation, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.






