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The Rome Water and Clock Tower is a decagonal brick tower, 63' tall and 
33' in diameter, surmounted by a 41' wooden superstructure. The brick tower 
encloses a steel water tank, 26' % 60', which is encircled by a spiral steel 
staircase. The wooden superstructure contains a rectangular clock tower with 
clock faces on all four sides surmounted by a decagonal cupola. Detailing 
includes simple corner pilasters and arched windows on the brick tower and 
pilasters and brackets on the wooden clock tower and cupola.

The tower is sited on top of a hill in a residential neighborhood. The 
boundaries of the nominated area are defined by the-tower itself and the small 
expanse of surrounding property owned by the City of Rome.

Within the boundaries of the nominated property and apparently just north 
of the clock tower» was an associated engine house which contained the water 
pumps. A no-longer-extant building appears immediately behind the clock tower 
in an early postcard of the site. It is possible that this two-story, appar 
ently brick structure:was the engine house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rome Clock Tower 1s the surviving remnant of the first public water
works 1n north Georgia, It 1s significant In architectural history as the
earliest extant water tower 1n north Georgia. In addition, because of its
tangible association with Rome's post-Civil War development, it is significant
In urban and social history. The clock tower has been considered an important
landmark 1n the city since Its construction.

Prior to the construction of the Rome Clock Tower and waterworks system, 
water for domestic and mercantile uses was supplied by public and private 
wells. In late 1870, Interested merchants and citizens proposed that the city 
build a public water works system. Such a large-scale system with elevated 
water storage would provide better fire protection, Improved sanitation, and 
facilitate more extensive building operations throughout the city.

In September of 1870, the Georgia Legislature authorized the mayor and 
city council of Rome to borrow $100,000 for internal improvements, which in 
cluded among other things, "building and establishing waterworks." In Novem 
ber, John Noble and Mayor Charles H. Smith (better known as the journalist 
"Bill Arp") were appointed to visit Bowling Green, Kentucky, to inspect that 
town's waterworks. After considerable public debate, 1n February of 1871, the 
voters of Rome authorized the construction of the system.

The waterworks facilities, which Included an engine and engine house in 
addition to the storage tower, were designed by John W. Noble and built by the 
Noble Brothers In 1871. The Noble family had moved to Rome in the late 1840s 
from Reading, Pennsylvania, They established a heavy-Iron works 1n Rome, 
which included rolling roills, nail factory, railroad-car works, and a stone 
and hollow-ware factory. In addition, the Nobles built in Rome the first 
locomotive assembled south of Richmond, Virginia. John W. Noble was a master 
mechanic and artisan and was later associated with the planning and construc 
tion of facilities at Anniston, Alabama, an Industrial community founded in 
the 1870s, The piping for the waterworks system was supplied by the Tredager 
Company of Richmond, the primary supplier of arms, munitions, and rails to the 
Confederacy, Thus, the Rome waterworks system was constructed by two impor 
tant Southern industrial firms. The heavy steel tank inside the tower was 
built at the Noble Brothers Iron works and had a storage capacity of 250,000 
gallons.

[continued]
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The clock was made by the E. Howard Clock Company of Waltham, Massachu 
setts, and installed in October, 1872. It is important that the clock not be 
considered simply a decorative adjunct to the water tower. This choice of 
capping the tower with a clock rather than a purely ornamental cupola is im 
portant in the social history of post-Civil War Rome. During this period, a 
town clock was commonly referred to as a "regulator," And this is precisely 
the function it served. The relationship between industrial capitalism, work- 
discipline, and increasing public attention to regularizing time and labor is 
becoming increasingly clear in historians 1 understanding of "modernizing" 
processes. In Rome, the building of the waterworks with a clock tower coin 
cided temporally with the construction, of a new library, museum, cotton fac 
tory, and new railroads. Consequently, the combining in the Rome Clock Tower 
of the first public waterworks system, which helped facilitate further indus 
trial development and improved standards of living, with a town clock to rivet 
the populace's attention to time, makes this an important marker 1n the city's 
early post-Civil War history when Rome considered Itself Atlanta's chief rival 
for the status of Georgia's premier "New South" city.

Although the water-storage facility is no longer in use, the clock is 
still in operation and the area around the tower is maintained as a city park.

As there was a historically associated engine house which contained the 
water pumps apparently on this nominated property, there exists the potential 
for archaeological resources. Although no formal archaeology has been re 
ported on the property, the potential for such resources should be considered 
in any future planning processes involving this site. The engine house with 
pumps was an integral element in the original 1871 waterworks system.


