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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Built in three phases between 1902 and 1910, Noyes Hall is a well preserved masonry
building constructed of locally quarried limestone and wood timbers, The building
is a series of three masses, consisting of a central rotunda which is flanked
on each side by two story wings set at an obtuse angle to each other,

The rotunda is the most distinguished portion of the building being a two story
space capped by a stone dome and circumvented by a two story outer ring which serves
as circulation space, The domed rotunda houses the auditorium for the school.

The exterior is graced by a simple but well articulated two story Doric portico and
the circular mass has one small appendage to the rear, This was the last of the three
stages . to be completed

The two flanking wings although identical in architectural design are unequal
in length with the older or east wing being of lesser size, ' The two wings were
constructed to house the school's main educational facility with classrooms being
located on double loaded corridors, A distinctive feature of each wing is' the set
of four stone chimneys near the intersection of the roof's ridge lines, -

Rough faced, ashlar coursed limestone is utilized to face the exterior of the
building with dressed and polished stone at the portico and dome, Noticeable on
the facades are the rough stone slabs used at the foundation base line and for the
window lintels,

Noyes Hall is located on the southwestern corner of the school commons and is

-the second most prominent building on campus in comparison to the main administration

building, Tate Hall, The campus is located on the eastern edge of the city 11m1ts

~high on the limestone bluff overlooking the Straight River, -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in three stages between 1902“::& 1910, Noyes Hall at the Minnesota

School for the Deaf is a well preserved example of the solid monumental architecture
being built at the turn of the century for the state's social institutions, .
Although not representing any specific architectural style, the building nevertheless
is a well organized and disciplined design with an overtone of neo-classicism

' so popular in public buildings during this period. The classical influence is
especially evident with the unadorned central domed rotunda, the hub of the building
and the simply designed Doric portico at the front entry. The nearly perfect
symmetry of the front facade is another style characteristic. :

Noyes Hall is also significant as part of diminishing group of pre World War I
institutional buildings in Minnesota, As Minnesota was a leader and strong
supporter of state supported institutions for its handicapped and underprivileged,

“some of its greatest architecture was commissioned for these institutionms,
Unfortunately, few still survive as the state has continually upgraded and refined
its social services, Noyes Hall, which is one of three buildings surviving from the
old campus plan and still one of its most distinguished members, represents a
significant opportunity to recognize the great monumental architecture of this era,

, Noyes Hall was named for Jonathan Lovej o  Noyes, the superintendent of the
school from 1866 to 1896 (its longest serving director) who is most responsible
for the school's maturation into-one of the state's foremost social institutions,’
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