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To the south of Lae o Ahole Complex,(§0-10-65-21332 this group of sites
is located on the aa bluff inland of Puu Hinahina Bay. It is dominated
by the massiveness of Ahole holua and indeed the smaller features near
the slide may very well be functionally dependent,upon this main feature.
STeeply sloping sfulmg Famp CCA GOm Io:q} And a
The slide itself consists of a/\funway 2.5 m wide. ca. .5 m high on the
eastern or top end of the slidé), The runway is almost exactly 23 m long
and is covered with stones approximately 30 cm in diameter. An alignment
of water-worn stones and a rise in height of approximately 30 cm marks
the beginning of the slide itself. Aside from these water-worn stones,
the rest of the slide surface and facing is constructed with aa stones of
varying size. The slide. surface is,about .5 m wider than the runway
(6.25 m on each side) and is finished with quite small aa fragments. The
height of the slide varies to make a smooth steep slope. The first meter
or so from the top is fairly flat; the next 31 m are steeply sloping, at
least 1:3. The next 15 m form a very steep slope 5':11'. The last 20 m
are again flat and the surfaces change to 'i1i'ili and coral with only
small amounts of aa strewn about. )

Its condition is excellent; if there is any destruction, it is only at
the lower end where reported high seas and kiawe growth may have altered
it and ruts in the slide area may have been made by goats in the area.

On the aa bluff to the north of the holua are large numbers of what
appear to be the gallery terraces described by Violet Hansen and Kenneth
Emory. Of these, at leaﬁt 8 separate structures('platforms, walls,
stepping Stohe trails, shelters and walled enclosures)could be counted.
These are situated in such a manner as to present a good view of the
slide and it is not improbable that these features were used for just
that function. The surface of the entire area between these features
is covered with the "popcorn and peanuts' of the day--opihi,
cowrie, pip}pi and conus together with kukui nut shells, animal bone
and coconut fragments. These do not seem to occur in very deep layers
si@nifying, perhaps, a temporary rather than permanent use of the area.
The limits.of. the separate features are in some, cases ,difficult to
distinguish and it seems more logical to consider the area as a whole
than as individual units. -

In addition, at the bottom or southwest of the holua there is a walled
enclosure which may have been a house site.
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This is ‘'one of the best preserved holua on Hawall Island and within

the entire state. Holua are massively constructed ramps, made of” stacked
stone, that were used as tracks for wooden toboggans, or sleds by the
ancient Hawaiians. The flat slope was covered with grasses to make the
narrow fragile sleds able to reach high rates of speed on their downward
runs. Typically, and present in this case, is a running platform along
which the sledder raced before flopping down on the sled at the beginning
of the slope down.

Interesting and significant here is the presence of a number of platforms
constructed of stone that are located alongside the holua. These were
undoubtedly for the spectators who watched the sport.

A holua of this magnitude and elegance indicates the complexity of ancient
Hawaiian culture wherein large labor fories could be matrshalled to produce
a luxury structure dedlcated to a recreational use by the hlgher ranking
Hawaiians. * '’ -

The creatién of a proper slide, with its required slope (much like

that of a western ski Jump), flatness of top, and proper length to

ensure both sled speed and a deacceleration area) até indicative of the
highly developed skills of the ancient Hawaiians in stonework engineering.

In summary, the Ahole Holua complék is’of great valué for'ihterpreting
this interesting recreational pursuit of the ancient Hawaiians. It also
provides structural information of basic research value on the engineer-

ingﬁtechniques of ancient Hawaii.
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TNATIONAL REGISTER VERIFI

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

State X Local

o

e

State Liaison Officer

Title

Date

November 22, 1972

ot
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Date
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