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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Episcopal Church of All Angels is a one story, High Victorian 
Gothic structure with a gabled roof erected around 1895. Externally, 
there have been no known alterations while the interior has been modified 
a little. The church's landscape has been modified a little. The church's 
landscape is flat with a few trees placed at various intervals on the 
grounds.

The structure has an apsidal floor plan and uses a polychrome 
cut sandstone for its facing, foundation, voussoirs and lugsills. 
This material is of native origin and taken from the Spearfish formation. 
All openings employ lancet arches with the windows being recessed .about 
-throe inches. Stained glass of either geometric or flora-fauna type ap 
pears in all windows.

The front facade features a four foot lancet window to each side of the 
enclosed entryway. This portal has its own gable roof and three panelled 
double doors with Latin crosses attached to the top panel. An applique 
that suggests a Celtic cross appears at gable's end. Straddling the roof 
is a small rectangular bell tower which has wooden shingles for covering 
and a small balustrade.

The sides of the church are identical with windows at each end and 
two adjoining one at center. The apse projects only slightly out and 
displays three small windows just below the eaves line.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Episcopal Church of All Angels is one of the best examples of 
cutstone buildings in the Black Hills region. It displays the craftsman 
ship of the stone cutters and masons whose art has disappeared in the 
Twentieth century. The locally quarried stone was an important early 
day industry to Spearfish. The building is also significant for its 
High Victorian Gothic architecture because it is Spearfish's only 
example of that style. The important aspect of the church is that 
its stonework and stylistic features have not been corrupted by modern 
izations. The building remains as it did in the late 1890's and sym 
bolizes a vital link to Spearfish's past and architecture.

Strangely enough, this church is a memorial to Alexander Hamilton. 
This occurred when one parishioner was visiting New York and met the 
granddaughter of Hamilton who offered to donate money for the church's 
construction when the original burned down. The Episcopal Church of 
All Angels has been a religious center for Episcopalians in Spearfish 
for seventy-five years.
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