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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John Collins House in the township of Caledonia near Racine is a 
well-proportioned Greek Revival example. The two story tetrastyle 
portico features fluted Doric columns set on square stone bases. The 
doorway is off axis to the right. The Greek Revival portion of the 
house dated from the early 1850 f s and has been attributed to the Racine 
architect Lucas Bradley. A native of New York state, Bradley began his 
practice in Racine in 1846 after twelve years of architectural activity 
in St. Louis. To Bradley are attributed two important Greek Revival 
buildings in Racine: the First Presbyterian Church of 1851 and the 
Cooley (or Kuehneman) house which dates from 1853 and is one of the 
finest Greek Revival buildings in Wisconsin.-'- On the great similarity 
between the detailing of the Cooley house and that of the Collins house 
an attribution to Lucas Bradley can be made. The Collins house is of 
mortise and tenon construction and it is therefore likely that the 
structure itself dates a few years earlier than its Greek Revival 
sheathing which is of balloon-frame construction. On the lintel of 
the door and at the corners of each of the five facade window lintels 
are carved leaf decorations; and a carved panel with delicate double 
scrolls is set into the center of the door lintel. The interior of 
the Collins house seems to have largely escaped damage from a fire in 
1971. The interiors of the living room and dining room have plaster 
moldings around the ceiling. There is a beautifully carved open 
stairway and the original wide board floors have survived. A one 
story wing was added to the house around 1870.
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the First Presbyterian Church and the Cooley {Kuehneman] 
house appear on the Historic American Building Survey List, and 
are listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"A few miles northwest of Racine...is another temple house which might 
be called a country cousin of the Kuehneman {CooleyJ house. The central 
Doric tetraprostyle portion resembles the Kuehneman house so very much 
that it could be concluded that either the same architect or the same 
architectural handbook played a part in its design. The house is 
believed to have been built by John Collins of New York State in about 
1853. Unlike the Kuehneman house, the Collins house has only one 

^flanking wing to the south and this appears to be an addition of about 
the 1870 period. The house has not enjoyed the sympathetic care 
received by the Kuehneman house, but deserves restorative treatment as 
it is distinctly one of the better surviving examples." —Richard W. E. 
Perrin, Historic Wisconsin Buildings, p. 29.
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