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Notice to file:

This property has been automatically listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 
This is due to the fact that the publication of our Federal Register Notice: "National 
Register of Historic Places: Pending Nominations and Other Actions" was delayed 
beyond our control to the point where the mandated 15 day public comment period 
ended after our required 45 day time frame to act on the nomination. If the 45**^ day falls 
on a weekend or Federal holiday, the property will be automatically listed the next 
business day. The nomination is technically adequate and meets the National Register 
criteria for evaluation, and thus, automatically listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places.

\\rEdson Beall 
Historian
National Register of Historic Places 
Phone: 202-354-2255 
E-mail: Edson_Beall@nps.gov 
Web: www.nps.gov/history/nr
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Registration Form
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individuai properties and districts. See instructions in f®i3nai Register Bulletin, How 
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, ehfer "N/A" for 
"not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the 
instructions. Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a).

1. Name of Property

historic name Hi Jolly Montiment
other names/site number Hi Jolly Cemetery, Quartzite Cemetery, the Last Camp of Hi Jolly

2. Location

street & number North end of Cemetery Road

city or town Quartzsite 

state Arizona

not for publication 

vicinity

code AZ county La Paz code zip code 85346

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,
I hereby certify that this X nomination___request for determination of eiigibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the Nationai Register of Historic Piaces and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property X meets___ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this
property be considered significant at the foilowing ievel(s) of significance:

national X statewide __local

V\ W ________
Signature o certifyingofficial

State Historic Preservation Officer
Title

i O n2x> l(
Date

Arizona State Parks
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property__ meets___ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title
/

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. NatioHal Park Service Certification
I, hereby/ertify that this property is:

entered in the National Register

__determined not eligible for the National Register

__other (explain:)

. determined eligible for the National Register 

_ removed from the National Register

ignature of the Keeper
1-2.9.-W

Date of Action
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Hi Jolly Monument 
Name of Property

(Expires 5/31/2012)

LaPaz AZ
County and State

A bronze plaque (photographs 1 & 4) is attached to the monument with the following text:

THE LAST CAMP 
OF

HI JOLLY
BORN SOMEWHERE IN SYRIA 

ABOUT 1828 
DIED AT QUARTZSITE 

DECEMBER 16 1902 
CAME TO THIS COUNTRY 

FEBRUARY 10 1856 
CAMELDRIVER - PACKER 

SCOUT - OVER THIRTY 
YEARS A FAITHFUL AID 

TO THE U.S. GOVERNMENT

ARIZONA
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

1935

Below the plaque (photographs 1 & 4) is a locked tube offering access to an interior vault in which a 1936 
time capsule is housed. The monument was formally dedicated on January 5,1936. Except for the opening 
of the vault/time capsule on January 27, 1976 to view and reinstall its contents the monument has never 
been moved, remodeled or reconstructed. It is periodically cleaned. It retains its original appearance and 
continues its undisturbed historical association with the community as a source of visitor fascination and as 
a venue for public celebrations.

While it is the smallest of the four pyramidal monuments described in the Pyramidal Monuments in 
Arizona, 1925-1943 Multiple Property Documentation Form, the Hi Jolly Monument is the most decorative 
in two features, its colorful stonework and its camel sillhouette.

The Quartzite Hi Jolly Cemetery is located in the northwest section of the Town of Quartzsite. The earliest 
burial recorded is that of Hi Jolly in 1902. The cemetery sits in a natural desert setting with the monument 
as a centerpiece in the Pioneer Section, with graves spread out on all four of its sides. A kiosk memorialzing 
Hi Jolly and the camel expedition of 1857 is positioned at the entrance to the Pioneer Section of the 
cemetery. A rustic wood post and wire cable fence acres as a boundary line to separate the Pioneer Section 
from the public parking area and newer sections of the cemetery to the west. The cemetery continues in use 
for burials and was deeded to the Town of Quartzsite by the Bureau of Land Management in 2009. Apart 
from the Hi Jolly Monument itself, the cemetery is not included in this nomination.
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Hi Jolly Monument La Paz AZ
Name of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing)

A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic vaiues, or represents a significant 
and distinguishabie entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

owed by a religious institution or used for religious 
A purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance 
within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
I
A

Period of Significance 

1935

Significant Dates 
1935

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above)

Culturai Affiiiation

Architect/Buiider

James Edwards
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Hi Jolly Monument 
Name of Property

Period of Significance (justification)

(Expires 5/31/2012)

LaPaz AZ
County and State

The period of significance for the property, which is nominated for its architectural significance, is taken as 
the single year, 1935, the year of its construction.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)

The Hi Jolly Monument is a object built to mark the gravesite of Hi Jolly (Haiji Ali/T*hilip Thedro). It meets 
National Register Criterion Considerations C and F, as a grave and as a commemorative property, because 
its primary significance is its architectural merit, as described in the associated Pyramidal Monuments in 
Arizona, 1925-1943 Multiple Property Documentation Form.

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (provide a summary paragraph that includes level of signficance and 
applicable criteria)

The monument not only commemorates the memory of Hi Jolly, but also serves as a town landmark popular 
with visitors. It is one of four pyramidal monuments in Arizona exhibiting an Egyptian influence, and one of 
three constructed of native stone and concrete. The monument is nominated to the National Register of 
Historic Places imder Criterion C as an example of a pyramidal monument as described in the Multiple 
Property Documentation Form “Pyramidal Monuments in Arizona, 1925-1943.” It is nominated at the State 
level of significance as one of four such monuments known to exist in the state.

Narrative Statement of Significance (provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance)

The Hi Jolly Monument is significant imder Criterion C in the area of architecture as an example of an 
Egyptian Revival monument in Arizona as documented in the Multiple Property Documentation Form 
“Pyramidal Monuments in Arizona, 1925-1943”. It was constructed in 1935 and was the third of the four 
known pyramidal monuments constructed. Its primary character-defining feature (design) and overall 
appearance have been preserved, with its native stone construction unchanged since its construction. This 
monument is the only one of the four with a decorative feature, a silhouette of a camel in steel on top of the 
peak of the pyramid. This decoration honors Hi Jolly’s association with the camel driving expedition of 1857 
across what would become northern Arizona and is described further in the additional historic context 
information below.

The Pyramidal Monuments in Arizona, 1925-1943 Multiple Property Documentation Form describes the 
general architectural context of Egyptian Revival influenced, primarily funerary monuments that were 
constructed in the United States in the 19**’ and early 20*'’ centuries, and in Arizona in the second quarter of the 
20**’ century. Specific references to the Hi Jolly Monument can be found in the document’s Section E, 
pages 13-15.
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Hi Jolly Monument 
Name of Property

(Expires 5/31/2012)

LaPaz AZ
County and State

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

A sign (photograph #6) at the Quartzsite Cemetery reads:

HI JOLLY

The famous camel herd with which the name of Hi Jolly is linked constitutes an interesting sidelight of 
Arizona history.. .Jefferson Davis (afterward president of the Southern Confederacy), as Secretary of 
War, approved a plan to experiment with camels for freighting and communication in the arid 
Southwest...Major Henry C. Wayne of the U.S. Army and Lt. D.D. Porter (later a distinguished admiral 
in the Civil War) visited the Levant with the storeship Supply and procured 33 camel which were landed 
at Indianola, Texas, February 19, 1856. 41 were added on a second voyage...With the first camels came, 
as caretaker, Haiji Ali whose Arabic name was promptly changed to “Hi Jolly” by the soldiers, and by 
this name he became universally known. His Greek (?) name was Philip Tedro.. .On the Beale 
expedition in 1857 to open a wagon road across Arizona from Fort Defiance to California, the camels 
under Hi Jolly’s charge, proved their worth. Nevertheless, the War Department abandoned the 
experiment and the camels were left on the Arizona desert to shift for themselves, chiefly roaming this 
particular section. They survived for many years creating interest and exciting.. .Officially the camel 
experiment was a failure, but both Lt. Beale and Major Wayne were enthusiastic in praise of the animals. 
A fair trial might have resulted in complete success.

The impact Haiji Ali made on the town called Tyson’s Well (now known as Quartzsite) is a story of great 
compassion revealing his knowledge and love of camels plus 30 years of dedicated service to the United 
States Army. In 1935 the Arizona State Highway Commission erected the pyramidal monument that stands 
today. The Hi Jolly Monument has become a symbol and focal point for the Town of Quartzsite to celebrate 
every year. Today the Hi Jolly Monument is a highly visited tourist spot in Quartzsite, highlighting a very 
imusual experiment in U.S. Army history, the United States Camel Corp, and a Greek camel jockey known 
as Hi Jolly.

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography (cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this form)

Collins, William S., “Pyramidal Monument in Arizona, 1925-1943,” National Register of Historic Places 
Multiple Property Documentation Form, Arizona State Historic Preservation Office, 2007.

Kathryn Eastlick, “Rediscovering Dad at Hi Jolly’s Tomb ” Arizona Highways Magazine August 2006.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
____preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been

Requested)
____previously listed in the National Register
____previously determined eligible by the National Register

_designated a Nationai Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buiidings Survey #___
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary location of additional data:
X State Historic Preservation Office

____Other State agency
___Federal agency
____Local government
____University
____Other
Name of repository: ____

■■ f.
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La Paz AZ
Name of Property County and State

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than 1
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage)

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 11 756241 3728384
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)

The boundary of the Hi Jolly Monument encompasses a square with dimensions of eight feet on all sides. 
The center of the square is situated on the center of the pyramidal monument, with the single UTM 
coordinate described above.

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)

The boundary includes only the site of the monument itself, without additional land associated with the
Quartzsite Cemetery.

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Dinice Ross, Hi Jolly Cemetery, Records; Dick Boss; Jim Turner
organization Town of Quartzsite date July 27, 2010
street & number 465 N. Plymouth / P.O. Box 2812 telephone (928) 927-6593
city or town Quartzsite state AZ zip code 85346
e-mail cemetery(a),ci.Quartzsite.az.us

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

• Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all 
photographs to this map.

Continuation Sheets
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Hi Jolly Monument
Name of Property

• Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

County and State

Photographs:
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) 
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Hi Jolly Monument

City or Vicinity: Quartzsite

County: La Paz State: AZ

Photographer: Ken Hardies

Date Photographed: May 2010

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

1 of 6 ■ South face of monument, camera facing north

2 of 6 ■ West face of monument, camera facing east

3 of 6 ■ North face of monument, camera facing south

4 of 6 ■ Plaque on the south face of the monument, camera facing north

5 of 6 . Hi Jolly Kiosk facing southeast, camera facing northeast

6 of 6 ■ Hi Jolly Sign facing southwest, camera facing northeast

Property Owner:

name Town of Quartzsite
street & number 465 N. Plymouth Ave.

city or town Quartzsite

telephone (928) 927-6593_______

state AZzip code 85346

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept, fo the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY
NAME:

MULTIPLE
NAME:

Hi Jolly Monument

Pyramidal Monuments in Arizona MPS

STATE & COUNTY: ARIZONA, La Paz

DATE RECEIVED:
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

1/13/11 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/28/11

REFERENCE NUMBER: 11000054

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: 
OTHER: 
REQUES;

N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
N
N

PDIL: 
SAMPLE:

N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL:

N
N
N

COMMENT WAIVER: N

^ACCEPT ___ RETURN

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

REJECT 2' ' II date

of
BJstoflcW*®**

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 

REVIEWER

TELEPHONE

DISCIPLINE_

DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.
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