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Medicine Lodgs Feoce Treaty. ai%i
Hedicine Lodgs, e, Yansas

Location: Yewmediately south and east of Medicine Lodge, Baxberx
Coumty, Kamsas, CGenerally the property is lovated
in Sections 13 and 14 of T 52 &, R 12 W, and Sections
17 and I8 of T 32 5, B 12 W, and includes the treaty
signing site nesy vhe confluence of Medicine Lodoe
and Blw Crecks and the cawpgroend of most of the
Indglan participents om the north and south sides of
Medicine Lodge Creck, Begimming at the northeast
cosner of the propsriy at 98° 33¢ 16" Longitude and
78 180 26% Latitude, the houndary ilne runs due West
to 980 337 36" and 37° 177 539, <them inm a southeast exly
dixection to 98° 3mv 12% and g*fﬁ 17 10%, ¢then due sast
to 9B° 20 4169 and 377 170 10%, and then due north to
*é:h%e point of beginming.

Cungrship: Varivus privake and public.  Contact Mz, Joha W,
MoeGregor, Wedicine Lodge, Xaseas

Statement of Signilicance

In Cetober of 1867, United States Comaissioners met with about
%000 Kiowa, Commanche, Plains Spache, Axapato and Southern
Chovense Iindiaas ﬂéar the conflusice of Medicine Lodge and Eim
Creeks im southern Kamsas. From the conference emexged the Medi-
cine Lodoe Peace Treaty, » milestone in the dovelopment of United
States Indian policy, since it was the first to contain provisions
aimed at eiviiigi@ the Piains Indian and absorbing him into
Amzzican ‘mﬁ.g’%y "ﬁétlfm&' then werely removing and isolating him
z’rm‘ ATLLS 65? white settlement. Belatively m;‘s‘istu‘rbeé in more
than & zc@nturgyg the treaty Eﬁ:@ﬁf@f@ﬂ@e gite lies scmﬁg of iz%xe cown
of dMedicine Lodge in Barber County, where a ;ivgmy@azf intervals

citizens present an claboraile Peacs Treaty Pageant.



Histoxy

Duxing the Ciwil 'é!a::g, the Plain: Indians lad <hings pretty much
as they wanted them, They were relatively free to raid and
plmder -and to keep chanmels of travel and gommunication ciosad;
the small garrisons left in the West ﬁ&r@ ;m@qu;ai to the task
of containment and control. Following ¢he end of the war, the
Nation agaiésy. iooked westward, and the more southerly tribes .
soon became conscious of the presemce of military authority snd
the prassures of vhite advamce, A% once symbolic and vepresenta-
tive of the renewed interest in settlement were the mew wail
iines that began to push across the C‘gﬁ%iﬁé} ?13:‘3’.5;@3 to bisect
traditional hunting grounds of the %@asiﬁg@m. iﬁéﬁg?m@ and
Azapaho, %the construction of the Kapsss Facific Railroad meant
that the whites would come to claim the land as their own, nad
the Central Plains tribes contemplaied this and other smowoach-

ments with intensified hate and hostility,

Reports of depredations by the Chovenne and Kicws Indisms spurred
Maj. Gen, Winfield Scott Hamcock o setion in the sprimg of 1887,
As commandex of the Depaviment of the Missouwri, Hancock led &
punitive expadition into Kamsas but eucceeded only in burming
the village of a deparied beand of Chepouaes of dubious hostiiity
The chief zesults of the ineendis: ey ant gere vo infisme the
Cheyennes and thely allies and generate heat anong eagters
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humanitarisne snd Indian ﬁm&m officials, Using the Havcock
expodition as an exsmpie of incitive wmilitary policy, peace
advocates called for o new approach 0 the problem and weve so
succesetful in their campaion that discussions with the Plains

tribes becene a pqziﬁéeal necessity.

By é?&@ @amax’ @ii&i&‘?,}, officials aem«ma@ wiﬁ’s ti‘ae Endian
probien had ﬁw@i@gmﬂ The owtline @.éf' ;3 g:@t&i@gs ,:-@;_%ié*& promiced

to @’asécox@ pRace %ﬁ the plains m@@&i@@g‘:&g@ m@ svaentualiy o |
eivilizeY all the aborigines of the West. The gﬁ'@@a@a’i
imitially called fox the é@%&%ﬁ?@i@?@eﬁ@ ,ﬁf tuo lmge reasxva-
ticmég' ome morth of Nebrasks and ome south *‘#,f -iﬁ&nsag;v Mm?@@ ;
from axeas cut by madn thoroughfares swd peneirated by settle-
ments, the Plains tribes might live im peace, protected agaimst

exploitation and commende

d o virtue '%Ejfcﬁgh caveful supervision:
Thus isclated, @@@m@m*@eeﬁ and -imﬁ@;@ﬁﬁeﬂg they could be j&a.mgkaft
0 Sarm a E.iviﬁgi"wi%%a the plow, o émimiz@ their guardians, and,
ultimately, to achieve the @fﬁxﬂ@g&@ ang obligatione of U, 8§,
@iﬁzﬁmé&ﬁpo' ‘

L. Gemo Wiiiiam‘ Tecumseh Sherman, commander of the Division of
the Missouri, gave his eupport to the plan, because it coincided

with military objectives, Shorman wanted the axea between the
South Platte and the Arkansas clesred of Imdians, and he was not
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Al fverense, " bhe enlid, wheoher they bwr coawed out Sy lodion

commiesioners or kilied," Joumiscioney of Indian AZfairs
Mashamiel G Taglor trapemitted the proposal in & letiey o
Congress of July 19 aad two dewe dadey Ser. John 8. Henderson
wf Hiegewrd, ohalxmas of the Oomiiiss on Tadian ANTairs,

fontvodtiesd & Hild cveading » Pesee Commiseion to “romowve the

apscne of wery secuwre The fvontias setilements and railiroad
constraction; asd eetabiieh a syetas for olvilizing the tribes.™
The Wil poossed Dok Dwoses o July 20 sl besamn daw five days

Membwexe off the Pesce Commlesizn uemed dn the sot wece Sonator
Hemminratn; Comslssiowsy Taylow; Semuel ¥, Tappswn, s Socmes 0f£im§a°
of She Colosade nilitia whe hod headed a wilitory Investioation
of the Sand Creek Massacre do 18645 and Joho %, Sauborm, one of
the wepetiatore of & trenty with the dheyenne vl Arvopabo dn

1885, Filitavy mewbers of the comniewion appointed by the Presi-
dent were Livwtanont Gepersl Shervem, Maf. Geno Willien 8. Hamney,
n motired Indian fighiter v hhud susceasstully led a punitive
wxpadition againet the Siouw and Cheyomne wmors than o decade
before, s Mals Gun. Alfeed H. Tervy, nommender of the Depari-

mew: of the Dakota . e osw Shewwsg s his immediate supsyioz.



Leaving St. Lovis sarly i dugest, Ihe rcace Comalssics beadsd
for Pori Lavamie, {(mow in scuiheastren %‘g‘mﬁﬁiﬁgﬁ 0 mewd with
the Sicuw end Novthern Chevesne. &1 Morth Pindte, Welbvaeis,
where the comissioners 2arrisd o dalk with Spotted Tail and
his band of Efiit%:; Sioumz, word rewchod the porty that Red Cloud
apd the Ogislas would probebly boyestt the conference., Conse-

quenily, the cosmissioners decidos o posipone the meeting and

concentoate on » conferwce orevioauly prsmged wldh the Comteal
Piaima tribes (o comvene In eld-Cotober om Yadicine Lodgs Cresl
in souchern Kanuns. Whoen Prosldent Jobomeon suddemly oallod

Gouneral Shewean to Wosbdngion oun speeind o
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ane, e, G
A, eommsndey of dhe Uepativend of the Platte, vepiaced hin ae
2 wmibey of the cumaiscicon, and dencenl Wnraoey swooeedyd o Sobsskid

of e wmilitary delegation.

The comuisciovers resched the meutiig plave on Ouvuber 140 A
place sacred o dthe Imdiens of the region, e drvesty oite Wﬁx
showt 70 miles eowth of Pord Laned ix 2 swell ssteesl basin
wivere Medicine Lodge snd 8lm Creaks jodsed. The Cheyense hed
rafused 40 oome any closer o whe gsvrbmg of silitayy posts on

2,

the Arkansas Biver. She Peses Coamiseion cotered the vadley fros

She portivest, whees dhe Avepmbowes bad suoanpsd. Sewed thes
were the Yiaine spaches, Upposite ‘he Plalne Apuches wn the
south side of Madisine Lodige Croeol seve the Dompswolwed. o
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int im fPhe Creat White Priher/ wmwf By thet time,” he

comt Laned, Swe will b memsly 0 Iive in kﬂuw@ﬁ Fiwally om
Gotchey 31, when the Comslesion conemied the right 4o hunt owtside
fhe yeservaiion izm; gevath of the 2vianoeas, the ?f&im@ﬁ e
Commanchue’ é’}%@.}fémﬁ b ansu & 4, $80-wnmre-nile :m%mm%&@#

Y

fm what le now soutlmesterr OMlobosk. Powr dews iloter the

Phadne Apsches affined thelr sigmaiurne $o the document, wherein

They dgreed to ocouny the sane resswvation, .

The Chepenmes came in on October 27, They hed wot forgetien

darecel s destruetion of wbe viliege co Fewsoe Fork, wad :::
swmeny of svessesful wowdaze ad not wade then ameicus %‘;f%:; .wa
tox peacw, but wieey men awony thws, Sweluding Blark Wettis,
spprecioced white wight aag w&mﬁé & heax the sourmi svionmees
wuke  Swrprletegly ssongh dhe Chepasars and Avopaboes signed the
demewmt the following dey, spperetiy as the result of & denl
wade vraily with Senader Heodewsonm. In his own aceowst of the

affaly, Hesdereom stoted How be told the

ot reaide on She reservation jumedistely, am:ﬂ Thne &fww

eould continue o hent betwoan the Arkansss and the Sonth Platte
aa Lowy b there wese wwougy dwtials o justify it. Henderson
did wot, however, make weitien Chagesin the tresty, and the
provisions 4id ot appear &y the ducveent leter yatifiad by the

Semnte,
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T s gigmdng e Mediloiwe Lodge Feaaty, the Chovennes apd Arapahose
agreed vo live oo & seservation bouvsdsd va the soreh by ke
sovthern border of Namess, on the wwest by the Cimmayon River,

andt on the west by the Ariomens. In votuyn for 2 school for

thede shildven mnd o beadlddnns, S beplenents

sl swpedin, o physioin

Gy wind B owesrly sepply of

iothing and ooy o

ihey agresd (o peralt The oo

strigblons of the Fanose Pooidie Fallrud and oot $o molest The

white settlars Chey e, brsiole Vi provided that

any bosd of » family o selent 320 soves of Tand within e
zaservation for privedwn wiw. Uhere Le g :;mmefﬁwﬁt wwidonce that
the Indlens did mot buwe 2 very clicar uderetanding of the treaty

Y.,

they weve seked o sl

The Semate d3d sob e e Hediloivs Lodepe Treaty satll July 25,

1888, in terme of ils uwsrfulness, the ¢veaty was 19t¢lo more
Whan & leMpoxeyy pescd. Lhowily ufber the Senatw approved it,
wir opee agaln cams o the Cemtral Pisins. Aod yet deepite its
sneffeeivenens, the Modicine Lodse emaw stends as a milestopbe
in the dewelopment of Teited Sostes Imddan 33@1:1@3@ For the Ffiret
time in the history »f the dwericon Veet, provisions simed at
"etvilising” the Todinn hed beon tneluded in o mmea dreaty. The

Modbodn Lodge Tresvy wos the et oleay and definite swmeistion
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T ghe desedos that felionsl, Trestiag 3 hmi with the Fisins

Trdlems 210 copdeised cimdier provislons and similne pronsume-

m

pata,  Tho Meddeins Lo Tosaty A4 wed stop war on the frontier

e onstiict,

bt 2% 4508 wark ﬁs@ Degivinde gy of 4 g eariod ©

wot only A strugele fow

The wny bodesan efkaiﬂ APy ol ?m,w«* B

fored but & sbrupiie foy ouitugal

In Mﬂ;& & ‘??°\'=>§f%sa;\:n¢2,{§ idows weluesed ¥ Hedicine Lodge 2t the

request of local hietovians o locate he site of the signing of

the 1867 itxeaty. }mﬁww’?} EEtew sewer deriberation, found the

placs- e Tiat, swampy

riag dn the nidet of an elm Grove on
the east bank of Blw Cveck sod the moxth side of Medicine Lot
ek, & abort distaded Yoos the poimt of conflvence, Os an

LB-yaar-al.

o doSee O gy been theve wher the Commissioners had

inguced the Cemiral Pladws o

Mes 0 agroe to terms. Socording

0 the Kiosa, the tve

p osite de peehape 300 yards eaet of the
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SOMGIMEY SHETEmAtY oF Coav ot conepete bridge st the end of South

a

Madn Street, obout One-guar vo one-heif aile from the center

of town andg U.8, Highwey 180, Just as it was ovar a centuyy age;

v wiver bottom is hesy semmpy, and a2t times viztually

FLIKHRER
S g 1)

cw cultaivete gome of the lowlands

inaocessible. Presan
on the sorth eide of Modlcine Lodge Oresl in the vieinity of the
site. Severanl wyears sen, 1t sppeaxed thst oil night be an under-
graund rosouies, amd voe developer sunl four small wells nsar the
Jometure of the rivers, thres of fhoe on the esst slde «af Blw

Lyaek. Appayontily dhe bigh suliphuric content of the oil was

enough o discourage furtler duiliing. The access road to the
welle rure parallel o Bin Creel and brings the visitor within

about %0 vards of the cenfiuvescs and the treatv site.

Unng-Bnd-one-hal £ wii

v flrestly anst of the treaty site is

Mogorial Pesce Park s a matursd awpbitheater, where at five-year
intervaiy the citdzens of Medicine Lodge present a pageant deploting
the trpety sioning and the settlesent of the area in later yearso
The spphithenter faces Medicine Ladge Creek and the lowiands whexs
goms of the indian pasticipante csmped during the procsedings.
Lookiag wwst from the smphithesiber tovard the ¢reaty site, the
visivor epes a Skelly Uil refingey wod beyond £t the tree-lined

bunmiks of Medicine Ledge and Ble Dresits.
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Tomsfole producsd thoe asdoe Treaty Pageant in
1927, The most receut pa saice dn the ssries occaxoed in 1987

endant s

sind featured o cast of L1900, faciuding several bhundred des
of whe Plains Indians who cadbered thore s contury before. Owned

- Ameociation, Memorial Peace

by the Hatdicine lodge Pesee %
Yark consists of abowd 400 screu.  The oorth half of the property

FRTYRE &3 the ity ol cowrss, whiio the sowth belt incicdes the

sl thanter and some botton iland.

: :@a‘@y w¥ Wedicine iodoe (Norwan,
Tha Southern Chevermes
nisteation | Kangess A euide To
e Sandilower  Stad : 1a3h s Robexd Athasrn, Wi w.gg:;
sunceh Sherman and che Settienen: of the West. (Hormeon, 1958);
Lovdag 8. i"‘ﬁxia@% Ugeies Sen’s Stepochildron: The Reforgmtion ol
Unitad Seates | oy, A8 fi7 (New Brumewick, New Jersey,
1942) ; H&-m@ ?30 Fmazw ihe “,.m,_,"””” Indian fs¢inilation. 1860
L89¢ (P Ea“if*.w%:mg W%n_};; viww, Laws sond Treaties,

58 Cong, . ; “indian Affaivs (W&@hiﬁgtmi
4904} bﬁmm}i Feace ree y H , ﬁn@ Barber County Indax
ﬁi&aﬁi@im: Lodge, K&E’l&aéf;}s . Ostober, 29673 Interview with John W.

Mae Gregnz, Preeldent of ithe Medivine m&g@ Peace Treaty Ag@miati ¥
Meddolne Lodge, Kensas, Maxsh 9%, 1969, »

referenonss Dovglas ©
Tilakoms, 19856) 3 Donaic
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