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Log Cabin Lodge is a large, rectangular 2 1/2 story rustic log 
building covered by a gently pitched gable roof which has a slight 
overhang supported by simple rustic brackets. The windows in the 
second story and attic are 6/6 sash and those on the first floor are 
1/1 sash. The structure measures approximately 136 feet by 71 feet 
and is full cedar log construction notched at the corners. The logs, 
according to the original plans, are slightly flattened at the top 
and bottom to provide better bearing and chinked with white caulk.

The front gable end exhibits notched logs at the second floor 
level and log veneer on the first floor facade. Features on this 
facade include rustic log eave brackets, single and double 6/6 sash 
windows with round log surrounds and batten shutters on the second 
floor and attic. Beneath the window in the gable was orginally a 
small balcony. The balcony has been removed, but the cantilevered 
log supports are still in place. The second level of the front of 
Log Cabin Lodge has two double 6/6 sash windows , flanked by a 
single 6/6 sash window and then another double 6/6 sash window. A 
long wooden balcony once stretched across this entire facade. The 
log supports are still in evidence.

The first floor facade originally was recessed beneath the 
second level with the overhang providing a porch for warm weather 
dining along the entire front facade and along two-thirds of the 
longitudinal facades. By the mid-1930's this area was screened in. 
Between 1954 and 1976 this porch was enclosed to provide additional 
all-weather dining. The enclosure makes an attempt to follow the 
rustic log format, but numerous differences are obvious - modern 
entrance, flanking wide double windows with 1/1 sash, and the lack 
of notching.

The longitudinal facades are notched log construction having 
single and double 6/6 sash windows (6 single; 6 double) with round 
log surrounds directly beneath the exposed rafters. As in the 
front, the side facades had a recessed first floor extending two- 
thirds of the length. The later enclosure matches that in the front 
except for three frame polygonal bays on the Tabernacle Road facade.

The gently pitched gable roof has three stone chimneys and four 
small dormers on each pitch. The dormers are not shown in the 
original drawings for the building, but were either installed during 
constructon or added shortly after to provide light into the inter­ 
ior dining area. The main chimney is at the peak of the roof, 
approximately in the center of the building. Another chimney is on 
the Stokes Road facade. The third chimney is in the kitchen at the 
rear.
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The foundation is concrete, but was originally covered on the 
surface by small logs placed horizontally (the original plans show 
vertical wood strips, but these were never used). Removing these 
horizontal logs exposed the concrete foundation. There are pre­ 
sently five entrances to the basement floor. The main entry is on 
the Stokes side.

Interestingly, the architect's original July 1929 floor plans 
for the building called for the executed main block and also two 
large L-shaped wings off either side which were to provide for 
lodgers. The wings were never built and were dropped from the 
September 1929 drawings.

The interior has a main central two story dining room and lobby 
effectively divided by the massive fireplace in the center of the 
building. The area is highlighted by log walls, balcony on the 
second floor, and the exposed wooden truss in the ceiling. Sur­ 
rounding the main room is an entrance foyer, office, and two small 
private dining rooms, all in the enclosed porch.

The front portion of the main room features the back of the 
massive fireplace, a smaller fireplace on the side and modern lobby 
and bar. This area was originally separated from the main dining 
room by a log wall abutting against the large fireplace. The wall 
was removed as was a large stair providing access to the second 
floor.

The dining room in the rear features a huge 232 ton stone 
fireplace that reaches a height of 75 feet and a width of 15 feet. 
The two huge stones flanking the keystone weigh one ton each. In 
the rear of this room and against the kitchen wall is the present 
stairway to the upper level. This stair, part of the original 
stair, was placed here around 1976 to open up the bar and lobby. 
There are two additional rooms at the rear - the kitchen and a store 
room.

The recessed porches across the front and sides of the building 
were completely enclosed around 1950. The walls of the porches 
are vertical knotty pine and log construction. The log walls 
and fenestration of the original exterior facades are intact. 
Several doors, however, were removed. These enclosed areas now 
provide for additional dining space, offices, coat room, rest 
room, and a private bar.
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The second floor has a wooden cantilevered log balcony over­ 
looking the main dining room and lobby. Behind the balcony are over 
20 small log rooms with baths which actually set upon the recessed 
porch area. Originally used as hotel rooms, they are now used for 
storage.

The basement has a large banquet room and storage room which 
are separated by the boiler room.

Log Cabin Lodge is at the base of a large flat triangular plot 
of land which comes to a point at the intersection of Tabernacle and 
Stokes Roads. The building is surrounded by a bituminous parking 
area.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the largest log structures in the United States, Log 
Cabin Lodge, built in 1929 to attract potential buyers to an iso­ 
lated area, played a key role in the development of Medford Lakes. 
Because of its size and log construction it is a unique building in 
New Jersey. Designed for Medford Lakes founder and developer Leon 
E. Todd by Camden architects John Norman Hettel and Benjamin Howell 
Lackey to comply with Todd's mandated rustic log format. Log Cabin 
Lodge is architecturally associated with a popular and recurring 
American belief that the log cabin represents the honest and sim­ 
plicity of the wholesome American home. The Lodge was an important 
pioneering effort in new Jersey's Pine Barrens to create the har­ 
monious effect on a large scale utilizing the rustic and wholesome 
nature of the log structure. Recognized locally as a landmark, it 
is the most visible building in Medford Lakes, a planned community 
of predominantly log houses.

The original purpose of the Lodge was to serve the community as 
a club hotel and entice people into buying property at Medford 
Lakes. The small hotel rooms in the building gave people the oppor­ 
tunity to experience the advantages of Medford Lakes before making a 
larger investment.

For 18 months the development company operated the Lodge, but 
as it was no longer needed to draw potential customers into the 
community, the building was leased to John and Mary McGarrity, who 
provided dining and dancing in rustic surroundings. The McGarrity's 
ran the lodge until 1945. J. Robert Simpson then became the manager 
and remained until 1954. In the same year, Leon Todd, still owner 
of Log Cabin Lodge, sold the building to Richard Wilson. Sold again 
in 1959 to a group of restaurant investors (Chester Beaston, John 
Schlicker, Henry DiChurch and Ben Ashby), they renamed the building 
Log Cabin Hotel. In 1972 Mrs. Teresa Budd and her son Harold 
Budd acquired the property. Finally, in 1976, the present owners 
acquired the building (Joseph C. Guarino, Joseph Gutry, and George 
E. Hilt). They renamed the restaurant Settler's Inn.
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The Medford Lakes Story - 50th Anniversary Book. 
Colony Club. 1977.

The Medford Lakes Story - 25th Anniversary Book. 
Colony Club. 1952.

Medford Lakes

Medford Lakes

"Club Hotel, Medford Lakes, New Jersey for Mr. Leon E. Todd". 
Benjamin Howell Lackey and Joseph Norman Hettel, Camden, New 
Jersey, 1929. Original plans and specifications for Log Cabin 
Lodge.

Interview with Jack W. Todd, 113 Stokes Road, Medford Lakes, New 
Jersey (son of Medford Lakes founder Leon E. Todd),
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