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Date December 1985

UTM: 19/325850/ U693150
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Cambridge!
USGS Mg #15
Cambridge, Mass.
Address Oninnv .g'r-"P?

Historic Kare Dana-Pamer House

Us Present”® residential

Ocifinal residential
DESCRIPTION:
Date 1822
Source deed research

Style Federal/Greek Revival

Architect "
Exterior wall fabric wood
Outbuildings® None

Hajor alteratioas (with datso”

Moved Yes Date 1947
Approx. acreage less than one acre

Setting On the lawn between the
Harvard Union and the Harvard
Faculty Club.

(Stapl e additioaal sheecs here)
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Dana-Palmer House

item on inventory form which is being continued below

Significance

The Dana-Pal mer House i s a Federal style, hipped roof structure

with an added
trade around

Greek Revival porch. Details include a continuous balus-
the eaves, rounded bays under the porch and a fanlight over

the front door. The Dana-Pal mer House i s significant under Criterion C

for embodying
Is one of two

the distinctive characteristics of the Federal style. It
surviving structures on Quincy Street that recall the

nei ghborhood's original residential quality.

Historical Significance A -,
The Dana- Pal mer House originally stood on the present site of A
Lament Library, a little knoll that was part of the fortification of '

Washi ngton's

estate, the |
century. Dis
included Rich
editors of th
(1815-1882),

was bought by
Harvard Yard.

[ ncre
Conet in 1835
be used as an

canp during the Revolution. Originally part of the Goffe

and descended to the Dana family in the early eighteenth *

tinguished menbers of the famly who occupied the house

ard Henry Dana, Sr. (1787-1879), one of the founders and

e North American Review, and his son, Richard Henry Dana, Jr.

author of Two Years Before the Mast. In 1835 the property
Harvard College and was eventually incorporated into

ased interest in astronomy due to the return of Halley's
suggested to President Quincy that the Dana House coul d
observatory by Wlliam C Bond, |ater one of the origina-

tors of astronomical photography. The house served this function from

1839 to 1843,
Succeeding oc

when the larger Sears Tower was built on Observatory Hill.
cupants included Professor of Greek Cornelius Felton;

Rev. Frederic Huntington (1819-1904), first Plunmer Professor of

Christian Mor
Professor W
1933), a prof
forty years.

als; Dr. Andrew Peabody (1811-1893), also Plunmer Professor
liam Janes (1842-1910); and Ceorge Herbert Palmer (1842-
essor of Philosophy who occupied the house for al most

During World War |1, the house was the hone of President Janmes

Bryant Conant
for Naval Tra
octagonal tra
library was r

while the President's House was turned into the Headquarters
ining at Harvard. Wien the house was noved in 1947, the

nsit room used first for the observatory and later as a
emoved and the house restored to i tsoriginal dimensions.

The Dana- Pal mrer House meets Criterion B for it snumerous asso-

ciations with
Harvard Colle

people significant to the history and devel opment of
ge. ' o\

Staple to Inventory form at bot,, |
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Substantive Review: CD sample CD request CD appeal C2ANR decision

Reviewer's comments:
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Reviewer

Discipline__"2;

Date SJInzZ'tn

see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Cattgory Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? ® yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered e original site
CD good I Iruins altered moved date.
o fair I I unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity

| | alterations/integrity
CD dates

| Iboundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Checl< and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance "/n one par’grrsp/i*

CD summary paragraph f
CD completeness

CDclarity ese o|jNy o' »{»e«,

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

CD context

CD relationship of integrity to significance

CD justification of exception -
CD other -

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
CD Other

Questions conceming this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

-thsu*n
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Phone:.
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Multiple Property Cover Sheet
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