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~ The Asan Ridge Battle site is located immediately inland (S) of Asan Village and
Bay between Asan and Adelup Points on the USGS Agana Quadrangle Map (1968). From
NE to SW Chorrito C1iff Bundschuh Ridge, and Asan Ridge are the high ground which
~ dominates the terrain above the Asan invasion beach. Chorrito C1iff, whose shoulder
touches the sea near Adelup Point, is ca. 100 feet high. Bundschuh Ridge, a nose of
rock jutting out just below Fonte Plateau, measures ca. 300 feet in height. Asan
Ridge varies in height from 100 to 150 feet. Two branches of the Asan River, which
empties into the sea near Asan Point, trisect the western area of the ridges. At
the time of the battle, the flat areas leading up to the ridges were rice paddies.
The lower slopes of the ridges were covered with kunai (?) grass, while the tops
of the ridges were concealed by undergrawth and some coconut palms. Although the
Japanese realized that the high ground overlooking the beach and the rice paddies
created a natural defensive position, they nevertheless dug many caves on the slopes
of the ridges. On the lower slopes of Asan Ridge they constructed coconut log
bunkers--these have not yet been located or examined. Mortars and 40 mm guns were
located on Fonte Plateau, a position which. commanded the entire beachhead. Two
concrete pillboxes, one incomplete, were located at the top of Chorrito Cliff,
Nearby was-a battery of 4 inch (?) guns which, owing to their being unfinished
-positions, did not take part in the battle. ' ' ,
"~ The concrete pillboxes are the only remains of the battle so far located. The
top of Chorrito Cliff shows evidence of heavy shelling. The ridges are now covered
by almost impenetrable undergrowth.
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On July 21,
at the base of the ridges.

1944, the 3rd Marine Division landed and moved across the rice paddies
The Japanese 320th Independent Infantry Battalion, which

held the ground between Adelup Point and Asan Point, poured down heavy defensive fire
on the Marines who began to scale the ridges.

but Adelup Point did not fall until 1500.

The Chorrito Cliffs were taken by noon
Bundschuh Ridge, which dominated the central

high ground of the Beachhead, was attacked but could not be taken because of heavy

defensive fire.
up the ridge on July 21.

Japanese abandoned the position.

by 90 mm mortar fire.

ordered the Marines to attack the ridge again.

some of the most vicious fighting of the entire campaign to 1iberate ‘Guam,

Here Marine Captain Geary Bundschuh lost his life leading an attack
On July 22, Bundschuh Ridge was attacked again and the

A few Marines reached the top but were driven back
On July 23rd, General Turnage, commander of the 3rd Marines,
They met with resistance, and the
terrain--gullies, ridges, and valleys--favored the enemy defense.
counterattacked, but it was broken up by Naval gunfire.
without resistance on July 25th.
Turnage ordered his troops to take Fonte Plateau.

- The Japanese
Bundschuh Ridge was taken
By July 26th the ridges had been secured and Gen.

That attack began the next day.
American efforts to - take Chorrito: Cliffs,.Bundschuh Ridge, and Asan Ridge involved

was the most important Japanese defensive position on the beachhead.
and Fonte Plateau with it, effective Japanese resistance collapsed.

This area
When it fell
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