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BOSTON, MA 02116

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5* black and
white) Indicate address of
property on back of photo.
Staple to left side of form.

Sketch Map: Draw mgp showing property's location

In relation to nearest cross streets and/or

geographical features. Indicate all buildings

between Inventoried property and nearest
Intersectlon(s).
Indicate north

(SEE ATTACHED [IAP)

UM REHERBNCE 19.416200.4" 88300
USGS QUADRANGLE NS'fTON, MASS.
SCALE 1:25,000

AREA FORM NO.
W 10

Nev/ton, Mass. M.R.A.
Toan Newton (Waban)

Addres 1615 Beacon Street
Historic Nare Staples-Crafts-Wiswall
Farm
U Preent dwelling

Origna dwelling
DESCRIPTION
Dae mid-eighteenth century
Saurce Genealogical data
Style Georgian/Federal/ Victorian
Architect unknown

Exterior Wdl Fabric aluminum-c. 1970s
Outbuildings garage

Major Alterations (with dates) yj*Pi*"erc/-N

ell added; 182"-Federal re-styling;
185b-Victorianized.|9«& -rear aaaiX.
Condition & rear ell demolished.

Good

Mol Dete

Acee  31*055 AN AAAjnyai
Sdting Along main thoroughfare at

commercial center of village

Reoxded by  Deborah Shea
Organization Nou/-hnnHistorical Garm
Dae 5/81; rev, by H.White 3/86



NTOW. REGSTER (R TER A STAIBNENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Staples-'Jrafts-Wswall farnstead i san inportant visual |ink
to Ve oan's eighteenth century agricultural beginnings and has
associations with the Staples, Gafts and Wswall famlies wo were
anong the area's earliest inhabitsuits. Therefore the Staples-Crafts-
Wswal | Farmneets Criteria A and B of the National Register of
Hi storic Places.

ATHTEIUAN. SGVHCGINE Describe Inportant architectural features and evaluate Interns of
other burldings within the conmnity.

The present house at 1615 Beacon Street was erected on thesite of the
e seventeenth century house of Deacon John Staples. Though greatly
ered, i tdoes incorporate the foundation, structural nenbers and hardware
the Staples dwelling. Mses Graft, who was raised by Deacon staples and
s wife, 1 shelieved tohave rebuilt the .litaples house, replacingi t with
a nore fashionable one, during the md-eighteenth century. Gafts added an
ell i n1769 which he sold to hisson, Joseph. . .

In 1824, the house was owned by WIlliamWswall, a cousin of the

Gaft famly. Wswall i sbelieved responsible for the Federal style
renodel | ing, of the earlier Georgian house,

I NTL85» W swal | sold the farnstead t o David Kinnouth, a Boston
merchant. Desiring a stylish sunmer estate Kinmouth extensively renodelled

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role omas played In local o state history and how the
building relates to the dedogpmeant of the anmunlt@/

Deacon John Staples (1658?-1740) was Newton's first school master.In 1688 he
cane t o Newton and had built a house on this site by 1700. His vast 93-acre
estate reached from Beacon Street eastward as far as Chestnut Street. Deacon
Staples was a politically active citizen and held a nunber of public offices.

For nmany years he was the Town Clerk and Treasurer, and i n 170D he was appointed
Newton'S first schoolmaster, for which he was paid 5 shillings per session.

As Staples and hiswife were childless, the couple raised several boysse
from other famlies. Qe Mses Craft, eventually inherited the farnhouse. It
was rebuilt by Mbses Craft during the md-eighteenth century and an el |
added i n1768° The ell was sold by Mbses t o hi s son Joseph, wo had agreed
to remain and operate the farm Joseph was the father of 15 children. H
and hiswife continued tolive on the farm Iong after they were ableto
maintain it, and parcels were occasional Ig sold i norder to neet expenses.
Joseph Crafts died i n1821 at the age of 85, leavingno will and considerable
debts owed. The Judge of Probate ordered the pr%pedrt¥ t o be auctioned, and
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Joseph's son, Mbses Crafts | |, nade t he winnin $5.50 for thehouse,
bam and a large tract of |and.

In 1824 Mbses Craft | I sold thep

0

_ operty tohiscousin WlliamWswall | 1.
Wswal | gave the house a Federal peri

r i
d remodel ling. He was a prosperous

B B @R and/ or FEFEHENES

Newon's 19th C Architectured8 Newton Highlands & VWdban, Historic Newton, |*"c
1982, pp. 17-18. _ .

Jackson Honestead files. NN c T T,

Francis Jackson, Historv of the Earlv Settlement of Newton 1639-1800. Boston, 185"

Vital Records to 1850, Newton, [toss. = @~~~ ~ ~ ~

[1NaersM [ 8N2?2"fe86MN %N "ANNA 1681-1918. .aban. 19W.

Maps. Jackson Map, 1848, 1855. 993



Page two of three Newton, Mass.
I NVENTARY FORMI GONTT NUATT ON SHEET Cammunity: Faom Na

MASSACHUEETTS HISTORICAL COMSSION Newton (Waban) W 10
Office of the Secretary, Bogon

Property Name Staples-Crafts-Wisjrall

Farm
Indicate each item an inventory formv”idi is being continued bdow.

Architectural Significancej

the house, giving it its present appearance. The gable ends were
clipped, and jerkin-head gables were added to the dormers. Several
bay windows were added and the porches were extended. The L-plain
of the house was squared off by the addition of a new oval dining
room to the northeast comer, with an arched bedroom above.

Staple to Inventory form at bott(m



I NVENTARY  FORMI GONTT NUATI ON SHEET Community: Fom No:

MASSACHUSETIS HISTORICAL COMSSION Newton (Waban) W 10
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name Staples-Crafts-Wi; wall
Indicate eacli itemon inventory formwrtiich i s being continued bel ow

Hi storical Sgnifica nce»

farmer until 1858, when he was unable to maintain the farm any | onger,

selling itto David Kinmouth, a wealthy Boston drygoods merchant.
Desiring a stylish sunmer estate, Kinnmouth extensively renodelled

the house, giving It the present appearance. Kinnouth died in 1865»

at that tinme the property was sold to another Boston nerchant, Edward

Wnan.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Iltem number

Newton-MRA
Middlesex (Jounty, MA

Name
gi~fg

Nomination/Type of Review
Entered In the

Page

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Date/Signature

il Souther, John, House Bational Register "j®®" 26An
£, , STV 6 AtteSt

112. staples—Crafts—Wiswall Farm ]|gtlOlka* Re«is|feper ATtrMNAN-ANANA 9A/N
AtteslL -

113. Stone, Ebenezer, House

_f/\_]y Attest

114. Stone, Joseph L., House rnluxc.: .'r.tie "Keeper AAINANALAAANAN ?2AAC>
Attest

115. Strong's Block aatlQCal Eoaiatar/"teeper fIAfA-
Attest

116. Thaxter, Celia, House aatlOM -~ N"Benn'nxfteeper (AN-<AN-Ni<.<yryc.A-A /'1149

117. Thayer House

<V

118. Ward, Ephraim House

119. Wheat, Sanuel, House aatiom Eegister

120. VWodwar d, John, House M.y, Scgist' M-

Hational Rsgx.t.r ~AAAN

Attest
AAXNANNNANNANNN [ TA

Attest
AgE AALIA-AAAAARANR AN
Attest
AN yAV\_/VV\_Ay/\'_.C/I\ " A/\V/
Attest
"Keegper ";A%AAuU., Yy y*MMA FNkA

Attest



WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Staples—Crafts—Wiswall Farm (Newton MRA)

Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

CZ resubmission

e nomination by person or local government

e owner objection
e appeal

Substantive Review: CH sample

Reviewer's comments:

JU 23 196

V Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:M™ N
Date Due: _~zZ "
_J:rACCEPT
RETURN.
REJECT _

Action:
lIn-tered In tti«
Bational Hegleec

Federal Agency:

* request LH appeal d] NR decision

Recom./Criteria.

Reviewer
Discipline
Date

. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes * hno

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent I | deteriorated unaltered

CU good ruins altered

e fair I I unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CU summary paragraph
CU completeness

CU clarity

CU alterations/integrity
| Idates

I I boundary selection

Present Use

Check one

original site
moved

date.

Me>|



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CU sumiTi*>parag("ph( |.

CU completeness

CU clarity

CU applicable criteria

CU justification of areas checked

CU relating significant to the resource

CU context »

CU relationship of integrity to significance -0" - 0NN
CU justification of exi:»ption

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Dal»
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared Ely

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Presen/ation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CU Maps
CU Photographs
CU Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an

- -TfC

Phone.:.

attached sheet

GPO 91 a-A50















riON 50
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Nev/ton, "ass. ."..MA.
scale: UM g.id line Interval - loo n,eters (328 feet) 1615 Beacon Street, ,aban

Staples- drafts-/is-.vall House
53-32-7



