NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department Of the Interior A N <KBEMD 2280
National Park Service

A8

National Register of I-iistoric Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in KIUW 10 LUllipLte the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the infomiation requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property
historic name WEST STOCKBRIDGE GRANGE #246

other names/site number Methodist Episcopal Church

2. Location

street & number 5 Swamp Road not for publication
city or town WEST STOCKBRIDGE __vicinity

state MASSACHUSETTS code MA  countv BERKSHIRE code 003 zip code 01266

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this*nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
"meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

I nationally « statewide*locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

i"ature of certifying official/Title Judith B. "M onough, Executive Director i Datel
achusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

)nal Park Service Certification

I, hereoy certify that this property is: v sngature/of the Keeper / 17 J ) il Date of Action
rentered in the National Register Ci of//-)n i /1 1] < 1) I/ X '~?
« See continuation sheet. 3t
« determined eligible for the

National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« detemnined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



WEST STOCKBRIDGE GRANGE #246

Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X_private x_building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION: religious facility
SOCIAL: meeting hall

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

MID 19th CENTURY: Greek Revival

Narrative Description

BERKSHIRE. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 _building
sites
.structures
_ objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

SOCIAL: meeting hall

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation STONE: granite, marble, fieldstone

walls WOOD: weatherboard, plywood

roof METAL

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See continuation sheets.
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DESCRIPTION

The Wes Stockbridge Grange Hall (MHC #C-47) condgts of asingle contributing building. There are no outbuildings or other
dructures on the nominated property. The principle feBade faces eest @ 5 Swamp Road, aresidential dreet of sainglefamily
housssdating from 1830 to 1845, with the exception of aRanch style house acrassfrom the Grange Hall built within the pagt 25
years.

Setting

Therear of the Grange Hall is onthe west Sde of Svamp Road gpproximately 50 to 60 feet from the eest edge of Sheker Mill
Pond, an impoundment of the Williams River. Swamp Road was aso known as the Pittsfield Road in earlier years and its south
end, three hundred feet south of the Grange Hall, medts the south end of the pond and the current main road to Pittsfield, now
Routes 41 and 102 which run together over the river. Swamp Road today isonly built up around a quarter mile north of this
intersection. The business and governmenta center of West Stockbridge begins a the river and runs south along Route 41 eedt of
the river with abudness areaon the west dde of theriver, where arailroad depot islocated.

The Grange Hall dts 22 feet back from the sdewak and 31 feet back from the edgeof the road. This setback isdlightly less than
the average sstback of housesalongthe street. The front facede is partially obscured by two large sugar maple treesand a smdll
crebapple tree. The north Sde of the property isamowed lawn extending approximately 70 feet north of the north sde, and the
south dde of the building is 11 feet from the south property line and approximately 15 feet away from the adjacent houseto the
south. The south property line is lower than the adjacent house and has alow two foot gonewall running eest-west which
definesthe south property line. There are no foundation plantings aong the south sde of the building and only severa dumps of
day lilies and fernson the north sde. The grange hall occupies the southem end of the middle of three, which comprisethe
nominated property.

Lot Szeson Swamp road vary from 12 to 120 feet of road frontage and parcels have been combined <o that the buildings are
unevenly soaced adong Swamp Road with open ddeyards. The Grange Hall, originally built as aMethodist Episcopa Church in
1838, hes atotal frontage on the west sde of Swamp Road of 122 feet, consisting of anorth 40 foot-wide lot, amiddlie 70 foot-
wide lot, and asouth 12 foot-widelot. Thebuilding sits on the middle lot. It issurrounded by older houses of gpproximatdy the
same age and built mostly in the compatible Greek Reviva style. These housssinclude the 1830 two story Federd and Gregk
Revival style Cdender, Chaterfield, Spencer-Badwin House (MHC #C-44); the 1841 two story Greek Revival style Benjamin
Bissdll House (MHC #C-45); the ca 1830-40 Late Federd style Cone-Parmdee-Gagton-Lamont House (MHC #C-46); the 1842-
45 two gory Greek Revival Dr. William Leavitt House (MHC #C-48); the two-and-a-half gory Greek Revival styleca 1842-45
Leavitt, Dewey, Martin House (MHC #C-49); the ca. 1830-32 two gory Greek Reviva style Dr. Nathaniel Leavitt House (MHC
#C-50); and the one-and-a-haf gtory ca 1835-40 Greek Reviva style Fox-Hollenbeck House (MHC #C-51). The Grange Hall is
the best presarved building on the greet with the fewest dterations. The front facade and lateral north and south Sdes of the
exterior have not been dtered significantly snce construction in 1838, wheress the Bissdl House (MHC #C-45) and the Leavitt,
Dewey, Martin House (MHC #C-49) have been duminum sided, and acrossthe road from the Grange Hall is anewer ranch-style
housa.

General characteristicsand ar chitecture
The Grange Hall isaone-and-a-haf story rectangular Greek Revival temple style church building. 1t messures 30 1/2 feet wide

(continued)
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by 50 12 feet desp. It isof wooden-frame pogt and beam construction with six-inch wide westherboard sheathing and ameta
danding seam front-gabled roof The foundation is a mixture of local marble, granite, andfiel dstoneuncut blocks. The front
facadeis symmetrical, with twofive-panel eddoors under a Gothic-arched opening. Flanking the entrance are two Gothic-arched
windows. Each comer of the building terminates in dightly battered undecorated flat pilasters and the front-facing geble is fully
pedimented over awideplain wooden frieze. The wooden trim ismolded. The south and north Sdes of the building continue the
wide frieze over three Gothic-arched windows and end pilasters. There isan additional small squarewindow on the eest end of
both the north and south ddes of the building up under the frieze which lighted the upgairs front gallery above the front entrance.
Windows are 36-over-36 of wood and gppear to be original. Window panesin the Gothic arches are separated by curved muntins
visible only from the interior. The arched tops of the windows are covered in fixed wooden louvered covers. At the gpex of eech
Gothic arch isaplain wooden keystone. The lower 30 lights of the lower sashes are covered over on the interior with fiberboard
coverings s dose to the panes, with a picture frame molding and bas-rdief Grange motif of abundled wheat sheaf visiblefrom
the exterior through the glass panes These coverings give privacy to the interior hall.

Alterations

Alterations to the exterior are few. The rear of the building shows evidence of a least one window which was removed, probably
during the 1918-19 converson to agrange hall. The rear addition probably masks another rear window which was removed &
the same time. At the front of the north sSde isasmal exterior propane tank againg the building for afront kitchen. Hush meta
plates cover the plinthsof the two front pilasters where water hes rotted the original wood. At the front entrance is an unpainted
handicapped ramp made of plywood flooring and 2x 4 inch lumber for ahand rail. Thisistemporary and areversiblealteration.
The building hes no gutters or sscorm windows. Otherwise, the building doesnot gppear to have had much maintenance and
virtually no exterior dterations, viewed from the street, snce the church was converted to agrange hall in 1918-19.

At the south end of the west rear dde isa amadll addition, built in 1970, which measures 10 feet degp by 14 feet nine inches wide,
housing aforced hot air fumace room and two bathrooms. Thisaddition is sheathed in chipboard and plywood shedts hesa
gabled roof and asphdt shingles, and a concrete block chimney with concrete block and poured concrete foundation. Eaves on
this addition are overhung and there is one double-hung wood-framed 6-over-6 window on the south and two similar windows on
thewedt. It was built of scrgp materia by John Astore, current West Stockbridge assessor and Grange member. According to Mr.
Adore, the weetherboard sheathing has never been applied to this addition and it remains uncompleted to this day.

Interior features

There are no interior photographs from the timethe building was ussd as aMethodist Episcopd church from 18338 until the
church building was dosed in 1910. Remaining vacant until 1917, it was purchasad by the Patrons of Husbandry, the interior
converted to use as agrange hall, and was gpened with adedication ceremony on August 1, 1919. The current interior
arangement largely datesfrom these 1918-19 renovations. The interior shows evidence of what was dtered and what fabric may
be original to the 1838 church congruction. The 1838 interior condsted of alarge interior sanctuary with the pulpit to the west
reer wall and achoir or gallery upgtairs a the front or eest end of the building accessad by a dairway soiith of the front door.
Insgde the front entrance was a"porch” or front entrance hall extending the width of the building under the gallery. When usd as
achurch, the choir terminated over the hall inalow two to three feet woodenfive-panel edrailing of wide horizontal plankswith
and molded trim, till in place. Abovethisrail, the wall was open to the ceiling. A description from 1885, notesthat the church
would seat 220 persons, asum which probably included seating in the upgtairs front choir. Also intact from itstime as a church

(continued)
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isthe wide horizontally-laid wainscot undemegth the windows on the lower walls. These are painted white. The floor of the
choir contains the original four-inch wide pine flooring and the plaster in the sscond floor gallery isaso original. Original fabric
to the building gppeers to includethe first floor ceiling which isdightly arched and conssts of narrow boards laid flush in an
eas-wed direction and curving down to the top of the lateral walls. In the middle of the hall isadecorative wooden vent, which
may or may not have contained achanddier a one time. The sanctuary floor of the church must have contained pews arranged
on the north and south sdesof two dde aides located where the two entrance doors from the front porch into the sanctuary are
still located, and a center st of pews.

The records and minutes of the West Stockbridge Patrons of Husbandry are missing for the years 1918-1920, 0 that there isno
written record of what was done to convert the church to agrange hall, nor who did the work. The 1918-1919 renovations to the
interior covered the origina plaster walls of the hall with vertically-laid headboard. The rear gallery was dosed inwith
heedboard to the ceiling and two diding glass 12-light windows were installed above the rail which could be opened to the hall
below. The origina pulpit was removed a the rear west end of the hall and agagewas built acrassthe back of the hall. This
dage hes apine floor. At sometime after the 1918-1919 renovations, forced air heating ducts were added to the front of the
dage area under the gage floor. The main floor of the hall ishard maple and birdseye maple. 1t was refinished in 1979. Two
west-facing large rear windows were gpparently removed a thistime. The paws were removed from the floor of the hall to gpen
the goacefor grange functions. The north two-thirds of the interior front porch under the gallery was converted to ue asa
kitchen for grange functions. The door from the hall into the kitchen hes abrown ceramic door handle and is a four-paneed
door. The kitchen has aheadboard ceiling and wallsand ablue enamd kitchen sink. A floor hatch leedsto the basement under
thissink. The kitchen is equipped with apropane stove, refrigerator, counters, and cupboards today. Updtairs, a the north end of
the gdlery, two bathrooms were installed, probably as many as 50 yearsago. Thee are no longer used.  Through the center of
the porch hall or vestibule againg the inner wall to the sanctuary isared brick chimney, probably used for awood-buming sove
a onetime. Itisusd to vent kitchen gppliances today.

The grangersrearranged the sanctuary to be ahall with alarge unobstructed open goace Wha may have been afew of the
origina pews from the church were permanently installed aong the north and south sdesof the hall under the windows. They sit
aop low raised platforms. The front legs of these benches are fat piano-style wooden legs. These benchesarefinishedin a
brownish red color and the original white horizontal planking from the church wainscot can be ssen undemesth the benches a the
bottom of the north and south lateral walls. The "gtations,” podiums ussd during grange ceremonies, were made from the black
walnut of the original pulpit, according to a 1930 Berkshire Evening Eagle article, and the magter's station was the main part of
the pulpit in the old Methodist church. The same article adds that much of the 1918-1919 renovations were done by severd of
the grange members.

The dage goorts an advertising drop curtain, which were often found in grange hals and fratemal organizations. Such curtains
were painted on materials like canvas and contained acentral landscape and advertising blocks paid for by loca merchants and
budnesesin the area The curtain in the West Stockbridge grange hall contains acentral soenewith alake and mountains in the
background, around which is grouped 21 advertissments, including those for banks, funeral homes, plumbing contractors, lumber
mills, florists, druggists, adairying operation, feed sore, and Ford garage. Itisbrightly colored with alight blue background and
red border. The grangerswould drop this curtain a the outsat of meetings 0 that the attendees could see the advertisng and
patronize regiona busnesses. The cod of the curtain was paid for by the busnesses advertised, a no cod to the grange, and the
money collected usad to pay the man who solicited the busnesses and person who painted the curtain.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric Stes are currently recorded on the property or in the generd area(within one mile), Stes may be present.
Environmental characterigtics of the property indicate locationd criteriawhich are favorable for many types of prehistoric dtes.
The physicd characteristics of the property include awell drained level to moderately doping terrace within 1000 feet of Shaker
Mill Pond, animpoundment of the Williams River. The presence of prehistoric Stes has aso been demondrated in the region,
especidly in upland aresswest of Stockbridge Bow! (Lake Mahkeenec) gpproximately 15 miles eadt of the nominated property
and adjacent to wetlands and streams located in uplands approximately one mileto the north. Given the above information, the
Sze of the nominated property (0.39 acres), and construction of the earlier barn and church/grange, amoderate potential exists
for the recovery of prehistoric resources

A high potential exigs for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Grange Hall property. Documentary evidence exists
indicating abarn was present on the parcd a the time it was purchased for the church. Structura evidence of the bam, which
was torn down prior to church congtruction, may exist on the property. Archaeological evidence of outbuildings and
occupationa related features (trash pits, privies, wells) assodaed with the structureé's use asa church and Grange Hall may d<o
be present. Atlesst onewell, later used asatrash pit isrumored to exist on the property.

(end)
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
{Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

j<_A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

_ B Property is associated wfith the lives of persons
significant in our past.

< C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mari< "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is: N/A
_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

BERKSHIRE, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
EDUCATION

ENTERTAINMENT/ RECREATION

AGRICULTURE
RELIGION

Period of Significance

1838-1948

Significant Dates

1838, 1919

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marited above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Astore. John (1970 addition)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

Primary location of additional data:
__ State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency
Federal agency
Local govemment
_University
__ Other
Name of repository:
West Stockbridge Grange # 246
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8 Satement of Significance

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Wes Stockbridge Grange #246 building is significant locally under Criterion C as an outstanding surviving example of a
Gresk Revival-gtyle inan early Methodist Episcopa church, built in 1838, and as the oldest surviving church building in West
Stockbridge. It issignificant under Criterion A for its assocdiaionswith the Patrons of Husbandry activitiesin West Stockbridge,
including monthly education and entertainment/ recreation activities. AsaPomona Grange Hall, it played arolein the
ceremonies of the grangers in West Stockbridge and surrounding towns in Berkshire County, because it hogted fifth degree
ceremonies, which it continues to do 0 to this day, and was further charged with "mothering” subordinate grange units, which
could only offer first through fourth degree ceremonies. The period of significance of this 160-year old nominated building
goans the yearsfrom 1838, the date of its construction, to 1948, the cut-off for the 50 year National Register for ordinary
significance.

Architectural Significance

The building is significant under Criterion C as an outslanding local example of the Greek Revival temple style of architecturein
agmdl building. Of the 130 buildings inventoried in West Stockbridge, 66 of them were desgned in Gresk Revival style, not
surprising, inesmuch as 26 of the inventoried buildings were built during the 1830sand 21 were built during the 1840s The
Gresk Revival style is common in surviving early 19th century buildings in West Stockbridge because the years inwhich this
nationa style was infavor are yearswhen the indugtries, mining and sone quarrying, were on the ascendance, due, in part, to
improved transportation. The Village of Wes Stockbridge boomed with the coming of the Hudson and Berkshire Railroad in
1838, which ran from Hudson, New Y ork, to the village of Wes Stockbridge. Other rail lines followed which connected West
Stockbridge with Connecticut via the Housatonic Railroad in 1841, with Albany in 1842, and with Pittsfield in 1847. The
Williams River a this intersection iswhere the Williams Iron Works was located in 1766, on the ste of Shaker Mill building
(MHC #C-43), which was rebuilt in 1806 as agrist mill. This areabecame the nudeus of the Village of Wes Stockbridge, which
eventudly eclipsed West Center, the first center of settlement in West Stockbridge, during the 1820s There islittle to indicate
the nudleus of West Center today except for the ruins of two early meeting houses (MHC #901) built in 1788 and 1789 and a few
older houses. The Village of Wes Stockbridge boomed with the coming of the railroads, and indications from the surviving
building stock suggest that much new congtruction occurred in town during the 1830sand 1840s Population in town rose
gradualy from 370 in 1776 to 1,034 in 1820, then increesed to 1,200 in 1830, 1,448 in 1840 and 1,713 in 1850. Inaddition tothe
many resdences built in West Stockbridge during the 1830sand 1840s, including severd on Swvamp Road, the Town Hall and
Library building, built in 1854 as the Town Hall and Miner Savings Bank, and offices (MHC #C-38), was Greek Revivd in gyle
with asde gabled design. The Methodist Episcopa church/ grange hal on Svamp Road isthe purest example of the temple-
dyle Gresk Reviva building in Wes Stockbridge today and hes retained on the exterior virtually all its historic architectura
integrity. Itisthe best local representative of the style ina small public building.

1838-1910: Period of use as a Methodis Episcopal Church

Thetwo oldest Methodist Episcopd church buildings in Berkshire County are the 1838 West Stockbridge building and the 1844
Sheffidld—Village of Ashley Fdls— Methodist Church building. Both are designed in Gresk Revival style, which isnot
surprising, becausethe 1830sand 1840sin westem Massachusettswitnessed the coming of the railroads and years of resurgence

(continued)
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in religious interest, specifically inagreat reviva in 1843 and 1844. There isno indication that the Methodist Episcopa church
promoted aparticular style of architecture in itsearly churches. Perhgps because of the circuit preacher method of reaching small
groups of members, few local records of the early 19th century history of this denomination ssam to exist.

From the time of its construction in 1838 until 1910 when the church building was closed, the West Sockbridge Grange Hall
housed the Methodist Episcopal church of West Stockbridge. According to page 638 of Beers 1885 History of Berkshire County:

The Methodist Episcopd church was formed here about 1834. There was some denominationa opposition to it a the outset.
. .. Medtings were hdd in different placesin towntill 1838, when a Ste was purchased and the present church built inthe
village. It hes dways bean part of acharge or circuit in connection with other places, the pastor of which for severd years
ped hes resided in the village. . . .The church isaplain, comfortable, and sufficient building. . . .

This bare-bones history of the church parallds that of other information from surrounding towns in Berkshire County in that the
earlies Methodist Episcopa meetings occurred inthe region as early as the 1780sand early 1790s, when small groups metin
members houses, in public halls, and in other denominationa church buildings. The ministers were circuit riders responsble for
visiting many towns during their monthly rounds. The Methodist Episcopa church set up different circuitsfor these circuit
preechers, and as the number of members increased, the circuits became smdler in geographica areaand the names of the
circuits changed, sometimes yearly. Eventualy, smal church buildingswere erected and the number of Methodist church
buildings began to increase dramatically during the 1830sand 1840s, but especidly during agreat reviva in the region during
1843 and 1844, which benefited the Methodigs as well as other denominations with large additions in church membership.

The Village of Ashley Falls in the town of Sheffield long the Massachusatts-Connecticut  border still retains itsoriginal 1844
Gresk Revival Methodist Episcopa church building (MHC #15), but dmogt al of the early church buildingsof this
denomination are gone from western Massachusatts

When the Methodist Episcopa group wes formed in West Stockbridge around 1834, the Reverend Aaron Rogerswias the first
padtor. Apparently he did not live in West Stockbridge and there was no parsonege in town for him. The group in Wes
Stockbridge was part of the Richmond Perish initially, asmall town located severd milesto the north on Route 41. An early
de=d on the church property indicates that the Trustees of the Methodist Episcopa Church, & West Stockbridge, purchesed the
70 foot wide lot on which the church building sits on April 4, 1838. According to the 1835 Bears history, the church eventualy
acquired a parsonagethrough a liberal gift of one of the female members A deed recorded in March, 1880, and a 1904 map
indicate that the Methodists were donated a parsonage which was on the esst Sde of Swvamp Roed two |ots north of the George
Tyler-Edward Hinman House (MHC # C-52) and which isno longer standing. Itisadso not clear how long the West Stockbridge
church was assodiated with the Queechy Lake Methodist church in New Y ork State south of Caanan. The last minister of the
Wext Stockbridge Methodist Episcopa Church was the Reverend Laughran DuBois, who preached a the Queechy Lake church
from 1897-1910, a the Milan Methodist Church in northem Duchess County, New Y ork, during thet period, and a& West
Stockbridge from 1901 until the West Stockbridge church dosed itsdoors in 1910. Other churches on his circuit ae unknown.
Quexchy Lake was an active congregation even before their church was erected in 1829, and the Queschy Lake association with
the West Stockbridge congregation may have been adurable one.

The Berkshire Eagle is silent on the matter of what prompted the closing of the West Stockbridge church in 1910, but it gppears

(continued)
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to have been adwindling congregation. According to the Reverend DuBois grand-son, Larry Vaber, the DuBois family
themsdvesjoined the West Stockbridge Congregational Church, and Mr. Vaber guesses that the surviving Methodist members of
the town's congregation chasetojoin churchesin the area

1917-present: West Stockbridge Grange Hall #246

The West Stockbridge Grand #246 is significant under Criterion A for itseducationa, entertainment and recreation, and
performing arts activitiesin association with the local Patrons of Husbandry. Becausethe building is still used as agrangehall,
the grange activities have continued to the present. However, the date of 1948 isthe ending period of significance becausethe
hall isnot associated with unusualy significant activities 9nce that time.

Grange activitiesin the building have included ceremonid, social, and educational uses An undated scrgpbook indicates that
medtings were held the first and third Fridays of eech month. At these meetings, program activitiesincluded sdlf-education
dudy, lectures on agricultural subjects, civic discussons, friendly competitions in the domedtic arts, literary hours, spelling
meatches, poetry readings and recitations, singing, historical plays and pageants, cooperative buying activities, planning of annua
fall fairs, youth and 4H activities, and picnics, pancake breskfagts, and dinners. Ceremonid activitiesheld in the grange hall
included officer ingtdlations and various Patrons of Hushandry ceremonies, which haveremained saecret until recent years. In
addition, regular committee meetings of the grangerswere held in the hall, including executive, literary, relief, musc,
entertainment, and refreshment committees. Among the grange ceramonies held frequently in the hall isthe Pomona ceremony
conferring the fifth degree. Thisceremony involves a sage on which the ceremony is performed and the West Stockbridge
grange hall isonly one of three Pomona granges remaining in Berkshire County which may hold this ceremony: Wes
Stockbridge Grange # 246, Sheffield Grange #224, and Stockbridge Grange #295.

After the Methodists abandoned use of their church building in 1910, it gpparently sood vacant for eight yearsuntil purchasad by
the locd grangersin 1918. The second half of the building'shistory is associated with the activities of the Patrons of Husbandry,
who have preserved the building to the present. According to Folwell's History of Minnesota, volume three, the grangewas a
saf-improvement and fraternal organization founded by Oliver Kelley of Minnesota, originally from Boston, Massachusetts who
took up aclam in Elk River, Minnesota, about 50 miles north of Minneapolis, in 1849. In 1864, Senator Alexander Ramsey of
Minnesota secured for Kelley aclerkship in the department of agriculture in Washington, D.C. In 1866, Kelley toured the
southern gatesafter reconstruction from the Civil War devagation and saw anead for cooperative action by farmers which might
become national in scope. Modeling this new organization on the Masons, of which he was amember, Kelley conceived a
fraternity of farmers, and in Decamber, 1867, organized in Washington, D.C. the "Nationa Grange of the Patrons of Husbandry."
Returning to Minnesota, Kelley with assstance, organized the first grangein . Paul in September, 1868. With helpfrom
acquaintances, the gods of anationa grange were articulated as promoting education, dignifying the farmer's profession,
collecting statigtics of crops and markets, diffusing this information to farmers, establishing depotsto sall produce in cities,
exchanging sseds and stock, testing new farm implements, and protecting farmers egaing fraud and large corporations. By the
ad of 1869, there were forty grangesin Minnesotas. The National Grange, formed in 1873 was incorporated by an act of
Congress. It revised the congtitution to increase membership to anyone interested inagricultural pursuits.

Gardner's 1949 book. The Grange—Hiend of the Farmer, notesthat by 1874, there were granges in 32 gates and two territories,
that there was tremendous growth in membership; and that by 1875 the grange had grown to around one million members. In

(continued)
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1873 Massachusetts, New Y ork, and New Hampshire formed date grangesand in 1874 Connecticut established its own
organization. In large part, the nationa grange movement was assisted by falling prices of agricultural goods brought on by the
Panic of 1873 and adegp-seated feeling of oppresson among the farmers of the United States. Through ups and downs and
various socid programs, the grangers have perssted to the present. Along the way, they have been guided by the "Declaration of
Purposes of the National Grange' adopted in . Louis & their national meeting in 1874. They endorsed and continue to live by
the motto, "In essentids, unity; in non-essentids, liberty; in al things, charity." To pargphrase, the Declarations pledged self-
improvement, mutual understanding, buying lessand producing more; systematic work; meeting, talking and working together;
uppressing persond, local, sectiona and national prejudices and al selfish ambition. Inbusnessrelations, the grange
movement aso pledged dispensing with middlemen, bringing producers and consumers into direct relations, and ending
oppresson causad by trangportation companies, high interest rates, and high sdaries. The Declarations of 1874 dso committed
members and their children to education through sdlf-study, especidly in agricultural and industria colleges and in the areaof
domedtic science and all of the arts of the home. The Declarations ds0 indsted that the organi zation was non-partisan, promoted
gatesmanship, and sought the greatest good for the grestest number. In short, it was committed to sdlf-improvement, non-
partisan, progressive, and egdlitarian. It declared itself to be anti-sectional, honest, pro-farmer, and pro-democratic in the best
sn== of theword. Itsritualsand activities were and have been geared to promote al of thesegoals. The activities of the West
Stockbridge grange are no exception to the gods of the national organization articulated in 1874.

The Regiger of Deads records in Great Barrington show that the West Stockbridge Grange No. 246 bought the 70-foot middle lot
on which the church building sits, on Decamber 19, 1917. On August 2, 1919, page 3, the Berkshire Eagle reported that the
dedication of the new grange hall occurred on August 1 and that the old Methodist church hed been remodded into an up-to-date
grange hall. Thisdedication was atended 150 people, including 65 loca visitorsand grange members from West Stockbridge, as
well as grange members of the Dalton Grange No. 23, and grange members from Pittsfield, Lee, Great Barrington, Alford,
Ludlow, Massachusetts, and Caanan, New York. One E. E. Chaoman of Wilbraham, Massachusetts, past meder of the
Massechusetts gate grange, led the dedication exercises

The main outline of the history of the West Stockbridge grange followed the generd history of other grangesin the region of
wedern Massachusetts and esstem New Y ork. According to a Berkshire Evening Eagle article of February 22, 1930, agroup of
32 charter members from Alford and Wes Stockbridge organized the West Stockbridge and Alford grange inearly 1905 in ared
schoolhouse (MHC #A-8) inthe western and original settled portion of West Stockbridge, known as West Center, near the town
of Alford. Some of the farmerswho joined hed bean grange members from Caenan and Red Rock, New Y ork. After about a
year, the grange purchased and moved to the Steve Johns House in West Center, which was remodded into a grange hall and
where they remained until early 1917 when grange membears from Alford decided to split off and form their own grange. Shortly
thereafter, the remaining members decided to move to Wes Stockbridge village and changed their nameto the West Stockbridge
Grange No. 246, Patrons of Husbandry. At first, they rented rooms inapublic hall, known as the Arcanum, on Main Street, but
finally appointed a committee of three, including Chauncey Jones Arthur W. Baldwin, and William W. Howland, to purchasethe
old Methodist church on Swamp Road in 1917. Remodding began shortly thereafter to fit the building up as agrange hall. The
same 1930 Berkshire Eagle article described the new grange hall as "one of the best grange hallsthat isowned by any grangein
westem Massachusetts”

(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in West Stockbridge are poorly undergood, any surviving stes could be significant.
Prehigtoric dtes in this area have the potentia to contribute information towards a better understanding of Native American
stlement and subsstence inthe Berkshire uplands of Western Massachusatts These dtes can dso potentially contribute
information which documents the importance of the Housatonic River drainage to Native peoplesin the areaand their
relationship with other Native socio political groups to the south in the Connecticut areg, to the west towards the Hudson River
drainage in New Y ork or eestward to the Connecticut River locae.

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above havethe potential to document landuse and Structura changes which occurred
on the property before and after church construction and provide details relating to the social, cultural and economic lives for
sgments of 19" and early 20 century West Stockbridge society. Further documentary reseerch combined with archaeological
testing can document the location and associaions of the bam reported to exist on the property prior to church construction.
Similar research can dso document the existence of outbuildings and occupationa related features associated with both the
Church and later Grange Hall. Thisressarch can identify changeswhich may have been medeto the structure but not
documented during its functional change from achurch to Grange. Detailed andlys's of occupationa related features can
potentialy provideinformation on segmentsof West Stockbridge 19th century society including Methodist Episcopdians for
whom limited information survives.

(end)
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WEST STOCKBRIDGE GRANGE #246 BERKSHIRE, MA
Name of Property County, State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property .39 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 18 634410 4688140

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

namel/titte Norene Roberts, historical consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date December 1998
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city ortown Bogton state MA .Zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic disitricts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs ofthe property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional ltems)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name West Stockbridge Grange # 246 do Betty Tonini. Secretary
street & number RFD #2 153 State Line Road telephone 413-232-7045

city or town West Stockbridge state MA .Zip code 01266

Paperwork Reduction ActStatement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this forni Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the fomn. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papeiviork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



NPS Foon 10-90a-« OMfl AppmtiNo. 1024-0018
(8-861

United States Department of the Interior

National Parl< Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

West Stockbridge Grange
Section number Page L ANNA - Stockbridge (BerkshireCo.), M A

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description
Lot #0740, Town of West Stockbridge, Massachusetts.

Boundary Justification

The grange hall is Stuated on the property whose boundary includes the legal description historically associated with the
nominated property.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photogrepher:  Lisa Sartori
Dae June, July 1997
Negatives in possession of photographer.

8x10 photograph

1 Obliqueview from NE eéevation

4x6 photographs

South €evation, entrance

North eevation, rear of building and addition

Wes devation

Interior, ceiling, panding and vent

Stage, panded wallsand floor, decorative curtain of old local busnesses
Interior, upper gory

OoOUh Wb
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PRCPERTY West Stockbridge Grange No. 246
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Decamber 30, 1998 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Stregt, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:

Wegs Stockbridge Grange, Svamp Road, West Stockbridge (Berkshire Co.), MA
The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of

pending State Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc. LisaSartori, Char, West Stockbridge Historical Commission
Norene Roberts, Preservation Consultant
Lawrence D. Tonini, Chair, Wes Stockbridge Board of Sdectmen
West Stockbridge Grange, Attn.: Betty Tonini, Secretary

220 Morrissey Boulevard. Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
wTvw.gtate maus/sec/mhc



