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Historic Fiame Davis-Freeman House 

Use: Present shelter f o r Homeless 

Original Residential 

d e t a i l doer fraii^e i n s t a i r h a l l , 2nd f l o o r DESCRIPTION 

Date Ca. 1709-1712 

Sketch Hap: ; 

N 
UVA REFERENCE _ 

USGS QUADRANGLE Gloucester 

1:25,000 

Local history Source 

Style F i r s t Period 

Architect None 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards 

Outbuildings None 

Major Alterations (with dates) Additions 
to the l e f t side and rear, 20th century 

Condition Good 

Moved No Date 

/-̂ resqe 1 .f̂ 7S acres 

Setting At the head of L i t t l e River in an 

area of structures of mixed use (residentie 

and commercial and In d u s t r i a l ) and date. 

Recorded by Anne Grady 

Organization Boston University 

October 1985 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Davis Freeman house has i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , and workmanship. The property meets c r i t e r i o n C because 
of i t s d i s t i n c t i v e plank frame c o n s t r u c t i o n , i t s f i n e l y - c r a f t e d , 
decorated frame ( p a r t i c u l a r l y the rare s u r v i v i n g s i x e x t e r i o r molded 
post heads below the overhang). The b u i l d i n g i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
the group of plank frame s t r u c t u r e s b u i l t i n n o r t h e r n Essex County i n 
the l a t e 17th and e a r l y 18th century. The exposed braces on the 
outer w a l l s of the chambers are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of plank frame 
houses. The s h o r t e r cambered braces at the f i r e p l a c e w a l l s i n the 
chambers may be unique to t h i s house i n the study area. The house i s 
also s i g n i f i c a n t f o r the t r a n s i t i o n a l t r i m elements found i n the 
lobby, the squat turned newel post which mimics on a l a r g e r scale the 
baluster t u r n i n g s j u s t coming i n t o fashion, and the deeply molded 
han d r a i l and s t r i n g e r . The f a s h i o n i n g of the molded mitered door 
frames from the edges of the sheathing boards i n the u p s t a i r s lobby 
represents an e a r l y attempt to suggest Second Period form w i t h 
minimal means. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Davis Freeman House i s a tv;o 
s t r u c t u r e , f i v e bays wide. There 
l e f t side (a sun porch), rear (a 
(a two-story, gable-roofed wing). 
1712 as a tv;o room plan s t r u c t u r e 
overhangs on the f r o n t and sides 
moulded post heads are s t i l l expo 
Double casement windows w i t h lead 
the facade, and the r e b u i l t centr 
r e s t o r a t i o n of the b u i l d i n g . The 
door w i t h transom l i g h t s appears 
p r e - r e s t o r a t i o n photographs. 

and one h a l f s t o r y plank frame 
are 20th century a d d i t i o n s to the 

two-story l e a n - t o ) , and r e a r - r i g h t 
The clapboarded house, b u i l t c. 

w i t h c e n t r a l chimney, has hewn 
and at the gable ends. O r i g i n a l 
sed below the lower overhangs. 
ed glass, drops along the eave of 
a l chimney r e f l e c t the 1930's 
double-leafed r e f u r b i s h e d f r o n t 

t o be the doorway shown i n 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

A l l four of the o r i g i n a l rooi^s and lobby r e t a i n exposed framing 
members. The summer beams and summer t i e beams have f l a t chamfers, 1 
1/2" wide, and well-executed lamb's tongue stops. A l l other major 
framing m.embers, posts, g i r t s , p l a t e s , and t i e s , have inch wide f l a t 
chamfers and lamb's tongue stops. Chimney g i r t s i n the dovmstairs 
rooms are a d d i t i o n a l l y embellished w i t h lamb's tongue stops on e i t h e r 
side of the summer beams. 

The downstairs rooms, except f o r the exposed frame, r e f l e c t the 
1930's r e s t o r a t i o n of the b u i l d i n g f o r use as an i n n . J o i s t s , 22 
inches on centers, are boxed. Fireplaces are r e b u i l t w i t h b r i c k from 
the o r i g i n a l chimney which was destroyed by f i r e i n 1929. Fireplace 

w a l l s are sheathed w i t h p l a i n boards, perhaps some of the o l 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r v form at bottom 
TiT" ~ • — 

d wood 
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from a house i n Exeter, New Hampshire known t o have been i n s t a l l e d i n 
the house during the r e s t o r a t i o n . The r i g h t and l e f t hand rooms are 
15' 8" and 18' wide r e s p e c t i v e l y , e v i n c i n g the asymmetrical plan of 
the house. 

I n the lobby 
and a deeply 
are remnants 
fashioned i n 
door cut out 
same molding 
v e r t i c a l boar 
combining F i r 
quarter round 

i s the o r i 
molded o r i 
of the o r i 
the edges 
to form mi 
i s found o 
d doors t o 
St and Sec 

expresse 

g i n a l turned newel post of ample propo r t i o n s 
g i n a l hand r a i l and s t r i n g e r . Upstairs there 
g i n a l door frame moldings. These moldings are 
of the sheathing boards which surround the 
t e r s at the corners (see photographs). The 
n the battens on the rooms side of the 
the hallway. The p r o f i l e of the molding, 

ond Period forms of crease moldings and a 
s the t r a n s i t i o n a l date of the house. 

I n the u p s t a i r s chambers are the exposed r i s i n g braces one would 
expect to f i n d on the outer w a l l s of a plank framed house (no 
evidence of braces was found on the f i r s t f l o o r ) . There are sho r t e r , 
s l i g h t l y chamfered braces on the f i r e p l a c e w a l l as w e l l . A l l the 
braces are c. 5" wide. Those on the f i r e p l a c e w a l l are s l i g h t l y 
chamfered on the edges. Again i n accordance w i t h plank frame 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , the only pegs i n the p l a t e s and end t i e beams are those 
to secure the braces and window studs. At l e a s t some of the window 
studs are o r i g i n a l (see photograph). The casement windows, i n s t a l l e d 
during the r e s t o r a t i o n of the 1930's, are c o r r e c t l y located i n the 
space between the studs. The ample window length i s , however, a 
r e f l e c t i o n of F i r s t Period r e s t o r a t i o n tastes of the 1930's r a t h e r 
than the ac t u a l o r i g i n a l s i z e . There were no windows o r i q i n a l l v i n 
the rear (north) w a l l . I n the a t t i c , there i s a much r e i n f o r c e d roof 
ot p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s and common p u r l i n s . The trenched p u r l i n s span 
only one bay. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The Davis Freeman house i s r 
the e a r l y 20th century and i 
i n our h i s t o r y . As r e s t o r e d 
dealers, the b u i l d i n g e x h i b i 
rectangular panes, and drops 
have been based on h i s t o r i c a 
the p r a c t i c e , common a t the 
another o l d house to r e s t o r e 
nevertheless, q u i t e c a r e f u l 
l i m i t e d to the sheathing of 
the clapboards and f l o o r b o a r 
m an otherwise exposed fram 

epresentative of r e s t o r a t i o n 
s an important example of a 
Dy Mr. and Mrs. Peter Keff 

ts ample lead glass casement 
at the eaves which do not a 

1 evidence. The Ke f f e r s par 
time, of i n t r o d u c i n g materia 
t h i s one. Their r e s t o r a t i o 
Reuse of o l d m a t e r i a l s was 

the f i r e p l a c e w a l l s and r e p l 
ds. The boxing of the f i r s t 
e was a h i g h l y i n d i v i d u a l so 

p r a c t i c e s of 
broad p a t t e r n 
er, antique 
windows w i t h 

ppear to 
t i c i p a t e d i n 
Is from 
n was, 
apparently 

acement of 
f l o o r j o i s t s 

l u t i o n . 

- 2 -
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The house i s also associated w i t h an e a r l y m i l l , a l t e r n a t i v e l y 
described as a saw or f u l l i n g m i l l . Davis received "a grant o. .ne 
stream at the head of the L i t t l e River to set a saw m i l l on" i n 1582 
(manuscript m a t e r i a l s . Cape Ann S c i e n t i f i c , L i t e r a r y and H i s t o r i c a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n ) . Jacob's sen Jacob took over the business upon h i s 
fa t h e r ' s death i n 1685, and i n 1709, Davis received a grant "near the 
f u l l i n g m i l l . . . [ o f ] a piece c f land on the e a s t e r l y end of h i s l i t t l e 
house to set a l a r g e r house on being 42' long and 20' wide and 
a d j o i n i n g his l i t t l e house". The house i n question, the present 
Davis-Freeman House, was constructed by 1712. The presence nearby of 
a means of sawing out planks may have influenced the choice of plank 
frame c o n s t r u c t i c n . 

The house was operated as a tavern f o r most of the ISth century. 
Tavern keeoers inc l u d e d John Procter, Samuel Rust, keeper i n 1738, 
and h i s son Benjamin Rust. From c. 1860 u n t i l 1929, the house was 
owned by Robin Freeman and h i s descendants. Freeman was a black who 
escaped from s l a v e r y i n South Carolina, made h i s way no r t h , where he 
was even t u a l l y able to purchase the house 

The b u i l d i n g saw use as a h o s t e l r y again i n the 20th century. I t was 
restored and operated as the Stage Coach Inn i n the 1930's by Mr. and 
Mrs. Peter Keff e r of F. C. Poole Antique Shops. Since 1981, the 
house has served as a s h e l t e r f c r the homeless c a l l e d Wellspring. 

REFERENCES 

Boston Sunday Globe, 28 October 1926. 

Boston Sunday Herald, 8 August 19 65. 

Cape Ann Shore, 13 J u l y 1929. 

"Wellspring", Esse:-: County Newspapers, 13 February 1982. 

Manuscript_materials a t the Cape Ann S c i e n t i f i c , L i t e r a r y , and 
H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , ^copy i n possession of Mrs. Winfred B e l l , 
Gloucester.) 

Deed Research i n possession of John C. McCullouah, a t t o r n e y , 12^ Ma^n 
Stre e t , Cnarlestown, HA. -'c.^i. 

S t a n l e t o Inventor^' form Dotton 



1 . NPS Fom 1»«00« 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

am Afienym No 1024.001$ 

Section nunnber Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern tlassachusetts TR 
State 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

Entered I n the A ^ 
11. Coker, Benjamin, House Hatlonal Kagifltej^^^P^^ 

Attest 

12. Conant, Exercise, House Entered I n the ^'Keeper 
Hatlonal Beglstet 

Attest 

13. Corning, Samuel, House 

14. Davis, Ephraim, House 

va. Housê » 
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