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24-12 detail doer fraii*e in stair hall, 2ndfloor DESCR PTION
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Mved N Cat e
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and commercial and Industrial) and date.
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTaRICAL CCMASSION GLOUCESTER 23
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Property Name House

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.
S| GNI FI CANCE

The Davis Freeman house has integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, and workmanship. The property meets criterion C because

of itsdistinctive plank frame construction, its finely-crafted,
decorated frame (particularly the rare surviving six exterior nolded
post heads below the overhang). The building is representative of

the group of plank frame structures built in northern Essex County in
the late 17th and early 18th century. The exposed braces on the
outer walls of the chambers are characteristic of plank frame
houses. The shorter canbered braces at the fireplace walls in the
chambers may be unique to this house in the study area. The house is
also significant for the transitional trim elements found in the

| obby, the squat turned newel post which mmcs on a larger scale the
baluster turnings just comng into fashion, and the deeply nmolded
handrail and stringer. The fashioning of the nolded mitered door
frames from the edges of the sheathing boards in the upstairs |obby
represents an early attempt to suggest Second Period form with

m ni mal means.

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Davis Freeman House is a tv,o and one half story plank frame
structure, five bays wide. There are 20th century additions to the
left side (a sun porch), rear (a two-story lean-to), and rear-right
(a two-story, gable-roofed wing). The clapboarded house, built c.
1712 as a tv;o room plan structure with central chimey, has hewn
overhangs on the front and sides and at the gable ends. Origina
moul ded post heads are still exposed below the |ower overhangs
Doubl e casenment windows with |eaded glass, drops along the eave of
the facade, and the rebuilt central chimey reflect the 1930's
restoration of the building. The double-leafed refurbished front
door with transom |ights appears to be the doorway shown in
pre-restoration photographs.

MAJCOR FI RST PER OD FEATURES

Al'l  four of the original rooi®s and |obby retain exposed framing
menbers. The summer beans and sunmmer ti e beans have flat chamfers, 1
1/2" wide, and well-executed |amb's tongue stops. Al |l other major
fram ng menbers, posts, girts, plates, and ties, have inch wide flat
chanfers and |amb's tongue stops. Chimey girts in the dovmstairs
roons are additionally embellished with [amb's tongue stops on either
side of the summer beans.

The downstairs rooms, except for the exposed frame, reflect the
1930's restoration of the building for use as an inn. Joists, 22
inches on centers, are boxed. Fireplaces are rebuilt with brick from
the original chimey which was destroyed by fire in 1929. Fireplace

walls are sheathed with plain boards, perhaps some of the oly \\poq

Staple to Inventorv form at bottom
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MSSAai LEETTS H STAR CAL MM SIS ON GLOUCESTER 23
Ofice of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name House

Indicate each itemoninventory foimwhich is being continued bel ow

from a house i nExeter, New Hanpshire known t ohave been installedi n
the house during therestoration. The right and left hand roomns are
1%’ ﬁ and 18" wide respectively, evincing theasymmetrical plan of
the house.

In the lobby is the orginal turned newel post of anple proportions
and a deeply nolded original hand rail and stringer. Upstairs there
are remants of the orginal door frame moldings. These moldings are
fashioned i n the edges of t hesheathing boards which surround t he
door cut outto form miters at thecorners (see photographs). The
sane molding is found on thebattens on therooms side of the
vertical board doors t o the hallway. The profile of t hemolding,
combining FirSt and Second Period forms of crease mol dings and a
quarter round expresses thetransitional date of t hehouse.

In theupstairs chanbers aret heexposed rising braces one woul d
expect tofind on theouter walls of a plank framed house (no
evidence of braces was found on thefirst floor). There areshorter,
slightly chamered braces on thefireplace wall as well. Allthe
braces arec. 5" wide. Those on thefireplace wall are slightly
chanfered on t heedges. Again i naccordance with plank frame
construction, theonly pegs i ntheplates and end ti e beans ar e those
to secure t hebraces and wi ndow studs. At |east sonme of t hew ndow

studs areoriginal (seephotograph). The casement wi ndows, installed
during therestorationof thel1930's, arecorrectly located i n the
space between t hestuds. The anpl e wi ndow |ength i s, however, a

reflection of First Period restorationtastes of the 1930's rather

than t heactual original size. There were no wi ndows originallvi n
the rear (north) wall. I ntheattic, there i sa much reinforced roof
ot principal rafters and comon purlins. The trenched purlins span

only one bay.

H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

The Davis Freeman house i S Bpresentative ofrestoration practices of
the early 20th century andi g gp i mportant exanple of & broad pattern
a” lour h'SIhOUk’)' .lﬁs re“ﬁfﬁd Dy M. and Ms. Peter Keffg  antique
eaters,lt O onas | ad FRL DLt anple lead glass casement windows with
have been based on historica®  theeaves which do not appear to

the practice, common at ther, &Videénce. —The Keffers participatedin
anotﬁer ol d house torestoret ' of introducing materiajs from
nevertheless, quite careful this one. Their restoration was,
limted tothesheathing of hRe#J.se Olf ol d miallterlalds vva? apparently
the clapboards and floorboaré| € lTLeepbg)((:iengwaOfstal:lne fri?gta;:legrspt joofists

m an otherwi se exposed fram > , AT
e was a highly individual so|,iion.

-2-
Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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rcc>erty Name >-CO
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The house i salso associated with an early mill, alternatively
described as a saw or fulling mill. Davis received "a grant o. .ne
stream at thehead of thelittle River toset a sawmill on" i n1582
(manuscript materials. Cape Ann Scientific, Literary and Historical
Association). Jacob's sen Jacob took over thebusiness uponhi s
father's death i n 1685, and i n 1709, Davis received a grant "near t he
fulling mill...[of] a piece cf land on theeasterly end of his [ittle
house t o set a |larger house on being 42' Iong and 20' wi de and
adjoining his little house". The house i nquestion, the present
Davi s- Freeman House, was constructed by 1712. The presence nearby of
a means of sawing out planks may have influenced thechoice of plank
frame constructicn.

The house was operated as a tavern for nost of thelSth century.
Tavern keeoers included John Procter, Sanuel Rust, keeper i n 1738,
and his son Benjamn Rust. From c. 1860 until 1929, t he house was
owned by Robin Freeman and hi sdescendants. Freeman was a black who
escaped from slavery i nSouth Carolina, nade his way north, where he
was eventually able t opurchase the house

The building saw use as a hostelry again i nthe 20th century. I t was
restored and operated as the Stage Coach I nni nthe 1930's by M. and
Ms. Peter Keffer of F. C Poole Antique Shops. Since 1981, t he
house has served as a shelter fcr thehomeless called Wellspring.

REFERENCES

Boston Sunday Gl obe, 28 October 1926.

Boston Sunday Herald, 8 August 19 65.

Cape Ann Shore, 13 July 1929.

"Wellspring", Esse:-: County Newspapers, 13 February 1982.

Manuscript _materials at the Cape Ann Scientific, Literary, and

Historical Association, “copy i npossession of Mrs. Wnfred Bell,
Gl oucester.)

: . A
Deedsf{?%g?fctbnhrq%(%%%%v%?lP‘& of John C McCul | ouah, attorney, 12 MCaAIn

Stanle t o lnventor® form Dotton



1

NPS Fom 1»«00«

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section nunnber

Nane
State

Page

First

Nomi nation/ Type of Review

11.

12.

13.

14.

y-"6.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Entered | nthe A N

Coker, Benjam n, House Hat | onal KagifltejArApPAn
Attest
Conant, Exercise, House Entered | nthe ' Keeper
Hat | onal Begl st et
Attest
Corning, Samuel, House (Jitered Intne / keeper
fiatlonal  Segi atdr
Attest
. _ Entered in t*® r
Davis, Ephraim House Hat | onal Begi St W Keeper
Attest
Entered i nthe A}' - N
va HouseM» Nat 1 onal Hegisteldeeper
Attest
Di ckinson—Pill sbury-W t hamHouse ANArf AKeeper
. . 0
ftibstantiva }e*rx%M Attest

jiinterea m LUC —

Dustin House Batlonal EeglsiaFeep™”

Attest
Dyke- Wheel er House
Attest
Ener son House Entered | n the
Hatlonal Begister  K€eper
Attest

ESntered | n t he

Foster, Phineas, House jja.tlonal Begl Bter / Keeper

Attest

am Afienym No 1024.001$

Mul tiple Resource Area
Thematic G oup

Period Buil dings of Eastern tlassachusetts TR

Dat e/ Si gnat ure

./\UM/\/\./\A</\/\ '/\9Ad

MAAANGCNN VA



UN TED STATES CEPARIMENT O THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL  PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REd STER G- H STOR C PLACES
EVALUATI ON RETURN SHEET

REQLESTED ACTI ON NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY Davi s—+reeman House
NAME

MLTIPLE First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR
NAME

STATE & GAONTY: NASSACHUSETTS, Essex

DATE RECEI VED:. 1/ 24/ 90 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST:  2/07/90
DATE (F 16TH DAY: 2/ 23/ 90 DATE GF 45TH DAY: 3/ 10/ 90
DATE - WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 90000214

NOM NATGR  STATE

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRGBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HR N PDI L: N PER OO N PROGRAMUNAPPROVED N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL:
aweNr WAIVER N
>x?(CCEPT RETURN REJECT  3/9/?7  DATE lintered In
" Hat | oaal Begl at ««

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY  GOMMENTS

RECAOM/ (R TERA_
REV BVEER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached coments YN seeattached SLRY' N



CLASSI FI CATI ON
count resource type

STATH FECERAL ACENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current
DESCR PTI ON
architectural classification
"materials

"descriptive text

SI GN FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—Check andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria *
justification of areas checked

relating significance t otheresource

cont ext

relationship of integrity t osignificance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI GCGRAPHY ,
GEORAPH CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANY1 NG DOCXTENTATI QY PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps USGS naps phot ographs presentation

OHER GOMMENTS
Questions concerning this nom nation may bedirectedt o

Phone

Si gned Dat e






















































Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281



