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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building being nominated as "birthplace" of Indian University was built in 1867
as part of the Baptist Mission in Tahlequah. (The old mission building stood to the
south and west and was torn down in 1923,) Basically it was, and remains, a two-story,
nearly square frame structure, four rooms on each floor, with a front and back porch.
(The basement area is for storage only.) Though obviously modernized on the outside
(new siding, composition roof, etc.,) and given the customary present-day amenities
inside, it stands today in relatively good condition, perhaps not too greatly changed
from the 1880-1885 period when it managed to provide living quarters for the mission
superintendent and - to begin with - classroom and dormitory space for the fledgling
"university" as well,

Prof., Bacone's initial class consisted of three Cherokees, By the end of the first
term he had acquired one Choctaw, three non-Indians, At the end of the first year there
were 56 students and another teacher, Obviously, as one early account put it, the
school's facilities "were too restricted here" and the move to find a new and more
adequate location got under way, Bacone himself felt the school should be located in
an area that could appeal to more than a single Indian tribe (Tahlequah was the Cherokee
capital). Muskogee, with its Union Agency serving all five of the "civilized" tribes,
seemed ideal and it was to there the university was finally moved in 1885,
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This nomination would serve to protect the modest first home of what is today the
nation's only private, church-related Indian college. Indian University was "born"
February 9, 1880, in a room of a two-story building that was then a part of the
Cherokee Baptist Mission at Tahlequah., Though it was moved five years later to
Muskogee, its permanent location, the school "founded in prayer" continued to educate
Indians of many different tribes, A fully accredited junior college with a 1975-1976
enrolment of over 600, Bacone (its name was changed in 1910) is playing an increasingly
influential role in the training of Indian leadership, It is for this reason that the
protection of National Register status is sought for the institution's humble birthplace,

Work of the American Baptist Home Mission Society in Indian Territory began in 1839
vwhen the Rev, Jesse Bushyhead established the "Breadtown" mission near the Arkansas line,
John Buttrick Jones moved the mission school to Tahlequah in 1867. By 1879 the Baptists
had decided that a normal and theological school was needed. And the following year the
Rev, Almon C, Bacone, superintendent of the Cherokee Male Seminary near Tahlequah,
established the school, with three students, in a small room of the mission house,

Bacone knew, however, that education of Cherokee youth was well provided for -- the
Cherokee Nation maintained seminaries for both boys and girls in the Tahlequah area --
and he soon discovered what he considered to be a more fertile field among the nearby
Creeks., In 1881 the Creek Nation, at the urging of Chief Sam Checote, granted land near
Muskogee to the Baptist mission society. John D, Rockefeller gave the society $10,000
and on June 3, 1885, the four-story Rockefeller Hall was dedicated to "the cause of
Christian education of Indians" and Indian University left Tahlequah,

The importance of Bacone to Indian Territory, Oklahoma, and the nation is attested
to by Historian Carolyn Thomas Foreman, "Two students were graduated who became known
throughout the whole country and confirmed the worth of the (school's) establishment,"
she wrote a number of years ago., She named Alexander Posey, the Creek philosopher,
poet, and statesman, and Patrick J, Hurley. The latter, a white boy who worked his
way through Bacone by driving the school hack to Muskogee for supplies, became a general,
later served as U, S, Secretary of War and as special ambassador to China., In 1918 the
first Boy Scout troop of Indians was organized at Bacone. Though its origins were
humble indeed, Bacone College has grown steadily in its nearly a century of existence -
not only in physical plant, but also in the areas of service to the (primarily) Indian
people, Significantly, a Creek alumnus of the school, Charles Holleyman, is now its
13th president.
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Indisn University - Bacone College. A Correction. No. T.

Line 5 should be understood as specifying that the structure is

basically of brick, with porches, cornices and trim of wood.
The new siding visible in the picture has been added to the brick
exterior in what was obviously meant to be a moderniszation., If
present restoration plans materialize it will obviously be stripped
off to expose the bricks once again,




