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7- DeSCI’IptIOI’l John Eliot Historic District, Natick Massachusetts

Condition Check one Check one

X excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site

X good ruins X altered moved  date N/A
fair.. X unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The John Eliot Historic District is located in South Natick, a physically distinct
village within the political town limits. The 71-acre X-shaped district is characterized
by 18th and 19th century residential, institutional and commercial architecturedis-
tributed on both sides of four major arteries which radiate out from Eliot Square:

Eliot Street or Route 16 (southwest and northeast). Union Street (northwest) and Pleasant
Street (southeast). The district occupies the site of the original md 17th century '
European settlement in Natick and a contenporary Indian Praying Village. Although

it has been continuously occupied since that time, itsconponents — river, parks,
mature plantings, and irregularly spaced and setback buildings — preserve a strong
sense of the district's historical visual |andscape. Included in the district are

fifty buildings, three parks, two burial grounds, a nunber of archaeological sites,
a bridge and dam spanning the Charles River (Photo 8) and a nonxanent marking the site
of the John Eliot Cak.

Architecturally, the district contains a variety of styles and forms, predom nantly
CGeorgian, Federal, Geek Revival and Early to Late Victorian, which share a basic
uniformty of scale. There are four md 20th century intrusions in the area; however,
they mrror the earlier structuresin scale (//s A B G and E). The district (with
slightly different boundaries) was designated a local historic district in 1974, enhancing
its physical preservation.

Key and representative properties are described bel ow

Mp #52 (Photo 1) Eliot Church, Federated, Eliot and Union Streets, 1828.

Standing on a discretetriangular | ot at the intersection of Eliot, Union and Pleasant
Streets at the center of the district, this Federal period institutional building
anchors the district both visually and historically. Itisthe fifth meetinghouse

on or near the site of the first which was constructed by John Eliot in 1650. Constructed
in 1838, the church is distinguishedby itswell-preserved nodest wood-franme design

and |ack of elaborate embellishment. Architectural interest is focussed on the main
entry and gable-end elevation. The projecting pedimented frontispiece contains a
shallow in antis entry surmounted by a simlarly scaled Palladian derived windowwith

[ ouvered wood fan and shutters. A square two stage tower topped by an octagonal cupola
and containing an arcaded belfry (the first bells in Natick) and a four-sided clock
rises fromthe frontispiece. O the four-bay flanking sides |arge 20/20 pane w ndows
light the sanctuary.

Surrounding the Church, the Indian Burying Gound, located at the cprner of Eliot

and Pleasant Streets, marks the grave of Rev. John Eliot's Indian successor, Daniel
Takawanbpait as well as many other Indians. The Burying Gound contains a tall nonument
to John Eliot which was erected by the Hn. Henry Wlson, who was |ater to becone

U S Senator and Vice President of the United States under U ysses S Grant.

Mp #51 (Photo 2) Bacon Free Library, Eliot and Pleasant Streets, 1880.

Al'so at the center of the district, this small but assertively massed structure, designed
in 1880 by architect Colonel Robert G Shaw, is a handsone exanple of scal ed-down

Renai ssance Revival architecture. |tsconpact syiranetrical, cruciformplan features

a three-story central square block with four two-story wings, one bay w de and deep.

/ (Continued)
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A steep pyram dal hip roof with a richly detailed dormer on each flank accentuates
the central element; the wings have flat roofs. The institutional stature of the
building is underlined by the skillful use of brick and stone for exterior facing
and details, notably stone facing framed by brick corner and wi ndow quoins at the
first story and the exclusive use of brick in the upper stories as facing, quoins,
entablature, and w ndow surrounds. All windows are segmentally arched with double
hung sash; the entry consists of a round head arch opening, framed by brick pilasters.

Progressing east from the Eliot Church along Eliot Street:
South side of Eliot Street:

Mp #33 John Eliot Memorial Hall. Eliot Street, 1862

Thi s nmodest wood-franme Carpenter Gothic building features pointed arch wi ndows on
all elevations and trefoil windows in the gable fields. Entrance is through a small
side vestibule. Dedicated in October 1862, the building served as the John Eliot
Congregational Church until ca.l940.

Mp #32 (Photo 3) Eliot Elenmentary School (Eliot Street), 1937.

Designed by the Boston architectural firmof Perry, Shaw and Hepburn, this GCeorgian

Revival school was erected in 1937 The 2i5-story brick, main building features symmetrically
placed elements: 69 double hung sash windows; central entry, round wi ndows at either

end of the mmin 8-bay facade; end chimmeys; and a well detailed high central lantern

cupola. The use of round arched wi ndows and arcades distinguishes the southwest wing.
Al'though a relatively recent building, the school contributes to the district as a

carefully designed and scaled institutional building.

Mp #30 Edward Down House (32 Eliot Street), 1878.

Arong a handful of late 19th century houses in the district, this is also one of the
largest, though fairly simple; itis 2h stories of frame construction with a three

bay sidehall plan with sem cross gable and a small 2-story side addition. The facade
is articulated by eaves' returns, roundhead window in the gable field and col umed
entry porch.

Mp #28 (Photo 4) Wigand House (24 Eliot Street), ca. 1825

A |ate Federal period house which features a 5-bay by 3-bay 2 story plan with double
interior chimeys and hip roof, this house retains itsperiod character despite several
modi fications: central gable with roundhead wi ndow and enclosed projecting entry
porch.

North side of Eliot Street:
Mp #21 Peletiah Morse Tavern, 33 Eliot Street, 1748
Built in 1748 by Peletiah Mrse and used as a tavern, this is a spare lh-story building

with 5-bay facade and rear ell. |t retains itsoriginal plain entry surround; a pair
of rear chimeys has replaced the original central stack.

(Continued)
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Mp #23 Sacred Heart Catholic Church (Eliot Street), ca.l870.

This wood frame Carpenter Gothic Church with apsidal plan and inset spire was built
ca.1870. I tretains its original pointed arch wi ndows, ornamental trim slate roof and
shingled spire, although the body of the building is now covered invinyl siding.

Mp #22 (Photo 5) David Mrse House (21 Eliot Street), ca. 1800.

Fromindications during renovations, an earlier house, dated by deeds to 1729, is
incorporated into the present ca.l800 structure. Most likely, i toriginally was a
1-story or 2-story lean-to design. In itspresent form the house i s a wood-frane
2-story structure with double internal chimeys and a 4-room square plan. A 2-story
square rear addition is set ajog; both portions are enclosed by shallow hipped roofs.
Decorative quoins frame the symmetrical 5-bay facade which is further articulated

by a projecting pedimented entrance surround.

Mp #24 Morse-Dana-Leach House (3 Eliot Street) 1759,

Standing at the extreme eastern end of the district on the Natick-Wellesley town Iline,
this 2-famly house i s conposed of two alnmpst mirror image four bay w de sections
under a common gable roof. Both are 1\ stories tall with a hooded entry occupying
the inner central bay. Additional features include projecting wi ndow surrounds and
several large 19th century ells to the rear.

Progressing west from Eliot Church along Eliot Street (north side):

Mp #6 (Photo 6) Coin Bailey House (49 Eliot Street), 1839.

Qe of two well-devel oped exanples of the Greek Revival temple form (see Mp #39)

in the district, this house features a monumental lonic portico supporting a wide
entablature and pedinent. In plan, i tfollows the typical 3-bay sidehall design with
triple hung windows and a second story porch with wought iron railing on the main
facade.

Beyond i t and across from Bacon Library stands a cluster of three 2-story wood-frame
amd to late 19th century comrercial buildings (Mp #5 2, 3 and 4). Qutstanding

anong them i s the South Natick Pharmacy (57 Eliot Street) of the 1850s which retainsits
handsone 6-bay coml umed storefront facade with double recessed entrances. The south
side of the short stretch of Eliot Street is occupied by the Od Town Park, extending
along the Charles River.

North from Eliot Church on Union Street are the Od Natick Burying Gound (1731) and
a group of relatively nodest Greek Revival and Victorian houses and cottages.

Moving south from John Eliot Church along Pleasant Street:
Mp #37 Harriet Beecher Stowe House (2 Pleasant Street), 1816.

This is a 215-story Federal period house with a symmetrical 5-bay facade, hip roof
dormers, and a sidelighted and trabeated entrance surround.

(Continued)
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Mip #39 Eanes House (6 Pleasant Street), 1839.

ne of two well-devel oped exanples of the Geek Revival tenple' formi nthe district

(see Map #6), this house features a nonunental Doric portico supporting a wi de entablature
and pediment. I nplan, i tfollows the mandatory 3-bay sidehall design; additional
features include a central square cupola and triple hung wi ndows on t hemain facade.

Map #41 (Photo 7) Horatio Alger House (16 Pleasant Street; NHL), ca.l825.

This i sa 2% story wood-frame transitional Federal/Greek Revival structure with a
symmetrical 5-bay facade articulated by a 1-story, shed roofed, balustraded, and pier
supported porch. Additional architectural interest i sfocused on thecenter entry
which carries a trabeated and sidelighted surround. The house retains its period
character despite alterations i nchimey arrangement, wi ndow sash, and additions of
a rear ell ona late 19th century bay wi ndow at t he south gable end.

Ar chaeol ogy

The John Eliot Historic District overlays lands on both sides of theCharles River,
including what was once a rapids (nowa dam, which i sone of two |ocations in Natick
identified as particularly sensitive for prehistoric occupation sites. Testing conducted
at a site on theeast bank as part of a survey of theCharles River Basin i n 1967
produced no artifacts; however, theNatick Historical Society collections (Bacon Free

Library) indicate thearea was occupied since theArchaic period. Very littlei s
known about t he Contact period i nthearea; however,it does not appear t ohave been
occupied during t heWodl and peri od. . . e ',

The internal conponents and historical configuration of thePraying Village comrunity
of 1651 has been wel | docurmented by contenmporary 17th century accounts and subsequently
by local residents, historians and archaeologists up tothepresent day. The focal
point of thecomunity was t heneetinghouse which stood on or near thepresent John
Eliot Church at thecenter of thedistrict. Adjacent totheneetinghouse or enclosing
it was a circular palisaded fort of approxi mately acre surrounded by a ditch. The
associated Indian cemetery is well known, due tothedisturbance of between 50 and

100 graves from theearly 19th through early 20th centuries. As early as 1830 it

was described as including portions of Eliot and Pleasant Streets and t he grounds

of theBacon Free Library and as being unenclosed. Al | materials recovered fromthe
graves post date 1651, and thegraveyard appears t o have been utilized until at |east
1797.

Houselots were laid out around this central cluster with surrounding pasturage held

in coommon. Settlement initially focused north of theriver, but soon spread to the
south bank. Eliot, Pleasant and Union Streets appear t ocorrespond totheearly road
system and on or near thesite of thepresent bridge stood a bridge and a fish weir
(see Ella 1980: pp.4-14).



of

8- SlgnlfflCanCe John Eliot Historic District, Natick, Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric _X_ archeology-prehistoric _X_ community planning landscape architecturereligion
1400-1499 _ X—archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
_ K. 1600-1699 architecture education - military '7- social/
X-1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
X-1800-1899 commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1651; multiple Builder/Architectperry, Shaw and Hepburn, Colonel

Statement ofSi gnificance (in one paragraph) Robert G Shaw

Possessing integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association,
the John Eliot HistoricDistrict i ssignificant as thesite of thefirst Indian [
Praying town i nt heMassachusetts Bay Colony and t hearea of initial colonial settlement

in Natick i nthel7th century. Many people of both local and national inportance A
have resided i nthedistrict which i sfurther notable for itsgroup of fine buildings
representing various architectural styles and periods, including Natick's nost finely-
detailed Federal period structures. Although thedistrict has been extensively [
occupied for over 300 years, i tretains substantial historical qualities of the

18th and 19th centuries and contains excellent and rare opportunities for research

concerning thelnterface of native American and European cultures i nNew Engl and.

The John Eliot HistoricDistrict thus nmeets criteria A, B G and D of t he National

Regi ster of Historic Places.

The nane "Natick" i sderived froman Indian word for "place of hills." Founded or
by Rev. John Eliot i n1651, theNatick Comrunity was conceived — physically, eccle-
siastically and administratively — as a nodel for al | subsequent towns, and eventually
for thereservation system The site chosen on t he Charles River had already been
cleared, suggesting a previous native occupation. I nplan, thetown conprised three
streets: twoon thenorth side, one on ttesouth side of theriver, and al | probably
based on existingnative trail routes. A foot bridge over thecCharles and a fish

weir were constructed i nthevicinity of thepresent bridge; houses were initially
built i nthenative style as "wigwans." At thecenter of thevillage, wherethe
present John Eliot Church of 1828 (Map #52; Photo 1) i slocated, stood a frame meeting-
house, surrounded by or adjacent toa circular palisade and ditch. Wthin ten years,
the settlement conprised of sixty Indian families from several tribal subgroups,

an Indian Church was officially established (1660), and Natick ranked as a maj or

m ssionary center i ntheregion.

In accord with thecolonists' intent tocreate a self-sufficient and viable native

communi ty based on European standards,the Indians governed under an inposed government
structure and owned virtually theentire town for alnost one hundred years. Fol | owi ng

King Philip's Vér (1675-1676),in which much of Natick's population was displaced,and t hedeath
John Eliot i n1690, t hechurch menbership gradually declined. However, i twas not

until 1745, when Natick was established as a parish district by t heMassachusetts

General Court, that thelndians relinquished their share of thecivil administration.

During the 18th century, diffused English settlement throughout Natick rose dramatically,
increasing fromone famly i n1700 t 0 649 i n1800; t helndian popul ation, onthe

other hand, dropped from 180 individualsi n1698 toa count of 20 i n1797. Beginning

in 1745, this denographic shift produced a sixty-year dispute over the location

of t heneetinghouse, with thegrowi ng nunbers of white settlers i nthenorthwest

pajrt of town |obbying for a new meetinghouse i ntheir geographic domain. Acconplish

m t of this i n1800 followed by Natick's incorporation as a Town (1781) confirmed

t (Continued) V;
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached.

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
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the whites' supremacy and influenced subsequent settlement and devel opment patterns
in thetown.

As theTown of Natick grew during the 18th and 19t hcenturies, itscitizenry reflected
its prosperity. Qne of theinitial and nost successful local famlies to settle

in thedistrict i ntheearly 18th century was t heMrse famly. David Mrse of Sherbom
purchased land i nSouth Natick i nthe 1730s and constructed a lean-to residence

whi ch has undergone extensive alterations and additions todate, resulting i n an

el egant Georgian structure (NMap #22; Photo 5). David Mrse's son, Peletiah, built

a house i n1748 which also served as a tavern and i nnfor thetown center, there

being no hostelry i nthearea at thetime (Mp #21). Peletiah was an active busi nessman
who purchased grain, saw, and fulling mills at thedam of theCharles River i n 1752.
Industrial activity i nthevicinity had alread begun when these mills were originally
constructed by Rev. Oliver Peabody and Hezikiah Broad i n1733. This area, now knovm
as The O d Town Park (Map #49 ), i sa picturesque place for relaxing and fishing.
Several mill stones areused today for sitting benches. The first Charles River

Dam (Map #48 ), also built by Reverend Peabody, was stabilized i n1935 and remains
active.

Al'though South Natick remamined a focus of residential and limited industrial devel opment
in theearly 19th century, Natick Center soon enmerged as t henerve center of the

town. Nevertheless, thecontinuity of religious and social fabric i nSouth Natick

is reflected i ntheerection of thelJohn Eliot Church, Federated (Mwp #52; Photol),

a wel |l -designed Federal period church, i n1828 (originally Unitarian) and, i n 1862,

of theJdohn Eliot Congregational Church, now John Eliot Menorial Hall (Map #33).

The Sacred Heart Catholic Church (Nap #29), an inposing Carpenter Gothic structure

of 1873, stands testimony topopulation diversity after midcentury and continues

to serve theCatholic community.

Several prosperous and influential figures established their residence i nSouth
Natick i nthe19th century, nost notably Horatio Alger and Harriet Beecher Stowe.
Horatio Alger (1834-1899) spent nmany summers i nhis childhood hone on Pleasant Street.
Al ger was educated at Harvard Divinity School and ordained a minister. Dissatisfied
with thetheol ogical profession, he turned towriting fiction, gainingnational
recognition as an author. Alger's heroes were lower mddle class boys who, through
the virtues of honest, hard work and l[uck, could achieve material success. Hi s

- "Ragged Di ck" series depicted therags toriches thene of theAnmerican dream Horatio
Al ger's House (Mip #41; Photo 7) has been designated a National Historic Landmark.

Harriet Beecher Stow, another |literary figure of national inportance, also resided
within thedistrict (Mp #37). Ms. Stowe (1811-1896), daughter of the prom nent

Rev. Lynan Beecher, sister of thevocal abolitionist Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, and

wife of theRev. Calvin Stowe, won her own reputation as theauthor of the abolitionist
novel. Uncle Toms Cabin. She later wwote O d Town Folks, a fictional protrayal

of her husband's remniscences of people and places i nSouth Natick.

(Continued)
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Menbers of the Alger, Bigelow, Mrse, and Stowe families as well as many other |ocal
residents are buried inthe Od Natick Burying Gound (Mp #17), located on the
corner of Union and Eliot Streets.

The Bacon Free Librarywas initiated in 1871 when Ms. Oliver Bacon started a small
library inher home. |t remained there until 1870 when her husband built a small
brick building near the Eliot nonument, and in 1880 the present Bacon Free Library
(Mp #51; Photo 2) was built. Today, this active library contains a rmiseumcontaining
Indian artifacts and an 1685 Eliot Bible in the Algonquin |anguage.

Today South Natick and Natick Center are not only geographically divided, but also
functionally divided. Starting with the meetinghouse dispute, Natick Center gained
political power over South Natick and subsequently grew as a commercial hub due
to the railroad passing through to the north in 1835  These factors coupled with
a prosperous shoe industry and the influx of immigrant |abor to work in the factories,
has created a population and activity center in the town away from i tsoriginal

V settlement. Conversely, South Natick remains a quiet, almst self-contained residential
comrunity, rich in local history.

~ Archaeol ogy

In 1979, the Massachusetts Historical Commission identified the analysis of existing *
prehistoric collections and field checking of knoxxmsites as a priority for the
eastern Massachusetts survey unit inwhich Natick lies (see Cultural Resources in
Massachusetts: a Model for Managenent, ML 1979: pp.75, 112). Extensive recent
ethnographic research and field testing concerning the praying village conponent

of the John Eliot Historic District has provided strong evidence of the area's potential
to yield important informationfor research designs concerning acculturation, land

use, and the authenticity of ethnohistorical accounts as well as addressing questions
of methodology and identifying the present level of know edge and the extent and
significance of disturbance inthe area. Further, questions of mortuary practices

my be addessed. The materials which have been recovered to date are notably simlar
to artifacts recovered from contenporary burials of Indians who had not sought refuge
under the protectiveEnglish wing, suggesting a strong continuity of traditional
cultural pracices despite English mssionary work. The extremely low visibility

of physical remains of the praying village as demonstrated by the results of a recent
sampling design (no artifacts or features from that period were found) supports

this supposition; i t appears that the Christianlndians my not have been as sedentary

and nucleated in the colonial manner as portrayed by John Eliot et™al., but perhaps
continued to practice an aboriginal settlement-subsistence system (Brenner 1983).
As the first, the "model,"" and the largest, as well as one of the best documented

of the mssion towns established in the Cormonweal th, the John Eliot Historic District
can thus provide critical informationto supplement ethnohistorical data and aid
in our understanding of the acculturation process through the study of internal
site conposition and conparison with data from other praying villages and with Contact
1 period sites. In addition to this aspect of primary inportance, the district is known
to contain prehistoric cultural remains which my exist undisturbed inisolated locations,
and should be considered to contain discrete and scattered trash deposits and subsurface
features associated with itshistoric period conponent.
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#6 Coin Bailey House (49 Eliot Street) (1839)

#7 Robbins House (47 Eliot Street) (1934)

B Office Building (#203, 205, and 207 Union
#8 Forsythe House (201Union Street) (1795)
#9 Hancock-Bi shop House (199 Union Street) (

#10 Cal l ahan House (197 Union Street) (c. 18
#11 Berry House (195 Union Street) (c. 1862)
#12 Tuck House (193 Union Street) (c. 1840)

Street) (1982)

c. 1845)
45)

#13 Little Brown School House U9Q Union Street) (1840; altered

1960, 1964)

#14 John Jennings House (194 Union Street) (c. 1842)
#15 Sheehan- Tarpy House (198 Union Street) (c. 1850)
#16 Robbins-Butl er House (200 Union Street) (c. 1850)
#17 Ol d Natick.Burying Ground (1731)
#18 Natick Fire House (Eliot and Union Streets)
#19 W Illiam Oakes House (43 Eliot Street) (1878)
#20 Atkins Fair House (39 Eliot Street) (1839)
#21 Peletiah's Tavern (33 Eliot Street) (1748)
#22 David Morse House (21Eliot Street) (1729, altered)
#23 Sacred Heart Church Rectory (19 Eliot Street)

C Wiite's Garage (Eliot Street) (1970)
#24 Morse-Dana-Leach (3 Eliot Street) (1759)
#25 Boinay House (10 Eliot Street) (c. 1870)

A Boinay House Annex (6 River Street) (c. 1870)
#26 Wel | es- Hopf House (16 Eliot Street) (c. 1870)

#27 Schaller Barn (22 Eliot Street)
#28 Wei gand House (24 Eliot Street) (c. 1825

)

#29 Sacred Heart Catholic Church (Eliot Street) (1873, dedicated 1888)
#30 Edward Dowd House (30 Eliot Street) (1878)

#31 James Dowd House (32 Eliot Street) (c.189

0)

#32 Eliot Elementary School (Eliot Street) (1937)

#33 John Eliot Memorial Hall (Eliot Street) (
#34 Dr. Spaul ding House (42 Eliot Street) (c.

1862) "y
1823)

#35 Martin Van Buren Bartlett Building (O de Towne Market)

(48 Eliot Street)






PUKN or

JOHN Ei-IOT HISTORIC DISTRICT
NATICK, . MASSACHUSETTS

«:HEET | OF?






8. Significance

MipiWI

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
applicable criteria

justification of areas '
checked

relating significance to
the resource -

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9, Major Bibliographical References

10. Qeographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

loa o4 ttiia property wMMn ttw MMa ts.

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other m

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Sighed Date Phone: 202 272 -3504

Comments for any itam may be continued on an attached sheet








































































