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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bridgeport Post Office is situated on the eastern edge of the downtown
commercial distriect, an area of high building density and is bounded on
three sides by city streets. Across from the main facade on Middle Street
to the West, and Golden Hill Street to the North, lie older multi-story
commercial buildings of some architectural interest. The Post Office shares
its block with a newer two story commercial building on Middle Street of no
distinction and a one story commercial building on Water Street to the rear,
.which exhibits Art Deco detailing sympathetic to the Post Office. Both
buildings are separated from the Post Office by parking and loading dock
areas along the side lot line. The rear of the building on Water Street
faces a decaying abandoned railroad station at the intersection of two
elevated railroad lines. Across Middle Street to the South there is
extensive construction of new high rise buildings as well as major
renovations to existing structures. This revitalization appears to be
moving towards the Post Office neighborhood.

The entire downtown distriet, including the Post Office facility, has-been
under study by the City for a possible National Register Historic Distrlct,
indicative of its rich architectural heritage.

The building is approximately rectangular in plan, with one rear corner cut
out at the loading dock side. The three main facades are parallel to the
three surrounding streets.

Golden Hill Street slopes down from Middle Street at the front two story
elevation to Water Street at the rear three story elevation.

The Post Office is entered from two entrances on Middle Street, towards each
end of the building, which lead into the main second floor public lobby, a
long tunnel-like space which runs almost the full length of the building.
The lobby is internal with offices between it and the street and a large
work room to the rear.

The first story floor has on-grade access to the mailing platform, elevators
connecting to the second floor, and also contains a large work area as well
as mechanical and storage rooms.

The third floor consists of offices on the three street sides of the -
building, served by a single loaded corridor which overlooks the roof of the
second story, and is connected to the publiec lobby by two enclosed
stairways. These offices house a variety of Federal agencies as well as
Post Office functions.

The structure is of reinforced concrete and employs both terra cotta arch
and metal pan floor systems. The exterior is clad in smooth finish
limestone with flush narow joints, containing steel sash painted yellow.
Only the South face (mailing platform side) is clad in common brick. The
front facade has a central projected portion containing seven two-story high
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window bays framed with limestone pilasters, each with a simplified acanthus
leaf decoration at the top. The public entrances at each side of this
projected area are reached by a short flight of stone steps and-are framed
in ribbed polished purple marble, where Art Deco inspired aluminum andglass
transoms provide virtually all the ornament on the building's plain
exterior. The second and third floor roofs are flat. The chimney has some
Art Deco grillwork.

The public lobby is impressive and unexpected from the simple exterior of
the building, for its scale and richness in materials and detail,

Flooring is black and tan terrazzo, with an eight foot high wainscot in gray
variagated marble. This is interrupted with marble pilasters which support
a rib molded plaster "tray" ceiling which slopes up on both sides to a flat
center portion containing flush fluorescent lights. This was once a
continuous skylight area the full length of the lobby. Most of the original
glass transoms between pilasters have been replaced with painted panels.

The South end of the lobby contains three panel murals by Artist, R.L.

- Lambdin of Westport, Connecticut dated 1936 depicting the history of mail
transportion. The North end contains three panel murals by Arthur Covey of
Torrington, Connecticut dated 1935 depicting local industries (Bridgeport
Brass Co., and Singer Sewing Machine Co.)

The integrity of the exterior facade has been maintained as originally
constructed, but the interior has undergone continuing alterations. In 1964
glass skylights over the lobby and the second floor work area were
eliminatd. Third floor office areas were revised in 1974, and extensive
HVAC work was done in 1976.
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The Bridgeport Post Office was designed during the early depression years
when the government's policies stressed building programs to help
unemployment. Design policy remained one of using standardized floor plans
wherever possible for economic reasons and to minimize the number of
drawings in order to achieve speedy construction in the interest of economic
recovery. In keeping with the goal of alleviating unemployment in the
architectural profession, private architects recieved contracts to design
Government buildings after 1930.

Nevertheless, this facility appears to be on an individual design plan
probably due to its size, site, the inclusion of other Federal offices and
the use of private Architects.

Government architecture of the period was often a simplied classical style
characterized by symmetrical massing unornamented surfaces which has been
described by Lois Craig in The Federal Presence as "starved classicism", a
sort of synthesis of modern and classical stylistic elements.

The Bridgeport Post Office is a significant example of the Art Deco/Art
Modern stylistic influences prominent during the late twenty's and
thirty's. Its taut stone exterior is daringly devoid of ornament,. . Subtle
symmetrical projections and height variations of the skin are used to break
up the stark mass and emphasize main functional areas of the building. The
lobby is classical in overall design and layout, but features originally
designed ornament which is unique and only reminiscent of classical order.

The integrity of the exterior and the strong scale of the structure will
continue to maintain The Federal Presence in the City as the character of
the district changes with the newer high rise structures and revitalized
older buildings; and will provide an historic example of Government policy
during the early depression years.

ART

Under the Treasury Relief Program of 1935, highly skilled artists were hired
through competitions to bring art to the American people by producing
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literal representations of the American Scene in public buildings, in a
program which attempted to subsidize local artists. The two sets of three
panel murals at each end of the lobby are excellent examples of this effort.
and will provide future generations a picture of Bridgeport's and the United
States Postal Service's history,

The South wall murals by R.L. Lambdin depicts mail delivery through the
- ages: ~ ,

First Panél Clerk operating'céncelling machine, sorting and pouéhing mail,

Second Panel Pony Express - Pilot - Carrier on biecycle -
Foot Carrier - Parcel Post Carrier

Third Panel Stagecoach with four (4) horses - airplane in sky -
modern railroad train.
The North wall murals by Arthur Covey depiéts local industrial activity.

First Panel Bridgeport Brass Company workers stamping out brass
. shells. ‘

Second Panel Singer'Sewing Machines ~ workers completing assembly of
machines.

Third Panel Bridgeport BrasSVCompany workers rolling sheets of brass.
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