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Zwemer Hall's dimensions read 68 x 72 feet. Its tower reaches a height of 90 feet. 
The building is well proportioned throughout. A large Roman arch appears over the 
main entrance and steps on the north. Each side of the building displays a unique 
character with flat buttresses blending with large gables on the roof. On all sides 
is a variety of window arrangement and design. The tower is unique with its hexa­ 
gonal sides and tiers of windows. The northwest portion of the main structure offers 
a surprise in that the north and west walls unite to form a large circular extension 
which gives the appearance of a medieval tower with its round wall and roof.

The building stands on its original foundation, and no exterior alterations have been 
made up to this time. Some years ago the exterior was given the sandblast treatment, 
and this past year the roof has been re-shingled. The exterior of Zwemer Hall is of 
Mankato Rock, pressed brick, and Mankato Cream Stone trimming. The stone came from 
the quarries near Mankato, Minnesota. The interior has maple wood floors, stairs, 
and wainscoting.

The interior has undergone some changes. Classrooms have been made into offices, and 
on the second floor the former chapel auditorium has been divided into office space. 
Former classrooms being used for the President's Office, and for the Dean of Academic 
Affairs, and the Director of Development and the Office of the Reformed Church in 
Ameri ca.

The Hall occupies a prominent place dn the campus of Northwestern College, and is the 
most attractive building possessed by the institution. The building with its dis­ 
tinctive tower is a popular subject for paintings, and photographs. Pictures of 
Zwemer Hall are often found on the pages of Northwestern catalogs, brochures and 
other publications.

Plans for the future are to construct a new entrance on the south side which will 
include suitable rest room facilities. Care is to be exercised so that this will 
blend neatly into the present decor of the building.

Zwemer stands between Blocks 35 and 36, at the end of Central Avenue, on land 
vacated by the city of Orange City, in 1894. This part of the city was then known 
as the "South Addition".
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Zwemer Hall was built in 189*4 as a permanent home for Northwestern Classical Academy, 
at Orange City, Iowa. Financed largely by gifts of people who, beginning in 1870 
founded the Dutch "Colony" in Sioux County, Iowa.

In style Zwemer Hall displays clearly the period known as the Romanesque Revival, 
which was popular in the United States during the latter part of the Nineteenth 
Century. "A romantic and picturesque mass effective from any angle, a texture, 
sometimes of roughly hewn stone, often of brick, high roofs, clustered windows, 
deeply arched doorways, an achievement of beauty through strength." 1

Zwemer Hall honors the memory of a popular teacher, and an effective administrator of 
Northwestern Classical Academy (1890-1898). It is a fitting memorial to a man who also 
served Western Theological Seminary, Holland, Michigan, Reformed Church in America 
(1900-1916). He also served as Editor of the "Leader", the .official organ of the ; 
Reformed Church in America, and of a Dutch religious publication, De Hope. "For more 
than a score of years Rev. James F,^Zwemer was the best known man in the Western 
section of the Reformed Church."2

v^

Today, Zwemer Hall occupies a pivotal point on the campus of Northwestern College. 
It is the location for all of the administrative offices of the institution, and also 
houses the regional offices of the Reformed Church in America.

Mr. Georcje Pass, Sr., was the architect and builder, and was senior partner of the Pass, 
Rockey and Church architectural firm of Mankato, Minnesota. The building has always 
been used for educational purposes, classrooms, library, chapel and laboratories.

Thomas E. Tallmadge, The Story of Architecture in America, W. W. Norton & Co., New York,
New York, (1936), pages 166-194. 

> 
•Rev. E. J. Blekknik, D. D., in Genealogy and History of the Zwemer-Boon Family, by
Adrian Zwemer, Nugesser Printing Company, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania (1932), pages 71-73.
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