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Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
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« nationally « statewide mocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register
Newtnn MRA, NR 19fifi 1990
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RFCRFATION and CUl TURF- museum
7- Description
Architectural Classification Materials
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MID 192" CENTURY: Gothic Revival foundation BRICK, STONE
I ATF VICTORIAN; ltalianate, Queen Anne, Stick, F walls WOOD- daphnard, shingle: STUCCO,
I ATE 19* A ?2n"*CENTURY RFVIVAI S- Cnlnnial Rev
STONE
LATE 19" & EARLY 20" CENTURY MOVEMENTS:
roof ASPHALT, SLATE
Craftsman
other.
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1. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
INTRODUCTION

Washington Park is a notable example of a mid-19* century planned residential subdivision. Located in the City of Newton,
MA just south of the village of Newtonville's commercid didtrict, the land for this subdivision was owned and laid out in 1865
by red edate entrepreneur (and Newtonville resdent) Dustin Lancey. Marshall S Rice, town clerk in Newton from 1846 to
1873, was the surveyor for this project. The district features over two dozen historic buildings Stuated on both sdes of an
oblong, tree-lined park, which servesas apicturesque street median. Lancey's plan was successful in creating a scenic residential
setting in the vein of the Parks Movement, popular locally and internationally around this time.

The visual goped of Washington Park is enhanced by the relationship of its historic architecture to the park-like desgn of its
greengpace Houses are st back far enough from the road to allow for small front yards, landscaped vegetation, and pededtrian
right-of-ways. There is sufficient spacing between housesto incorporate small driveways, mature trees, and picket fences. The
oblong, public greengpece area, & 900 x 50 feet, is the centra connecting point to the historic homes, credting a tree-lined
arborway for passve recregtiond use This relationship between Washington Park's built enviroimient and plarmed landscaping
remans trueto Lancey's original vision.

Washington Park holds severd examples of high style, late Victorian-era architecture (mid-to-late-19* century), including Queen
Anne, Italianate, Gothic Revival, Stick, and Second Empire. Other architectural styles include early-20* century Colonid
Reviva and Craftsman. Buildingsare mostly large, 2- to 3-gtory, single and multi-family houses, with one exception being the
Universalist Church, currently the home of Newton's New Art Center. A variety of roof types are found, including mansard,
hipped, and gabled, mog having date or agphdt shingles. Exterior wallsare shesthed inwood dapboards, wood shingles, stone,
or succo. A magjority of the houses in Washington Park have retained their historic materials and form, and many significant
architectural details have been preserved.

All of the buildings in the National Regiter district exemplify a high quality of workmanship, and principal exterior facades
have been goared from modem aterations or loss of historic integrity. City atlases reved a number of exterior changes to
building footprints over the last century, most occurring over 50 years ago. Recent additions have generdly been sympathetic
and out of the publicview. Severd small, historic garages are found as well, primarily examples of pre-fabricated metd garages
fromthe 1920sand 1930s Overall, Washington Park's architectural resources remain in excellent condition. Lancey's planned
greengpace and landscaping are major contributors to the aesthetic qualities of the neighborhood. This, in combination with a
brief description of its significant architectural resources, will clearly represent Washington Park's physica form and
developmentd history.

L Landscaping

The central idand of landscgped lawn and arborway was once the defining feature of this suburban development.  Photographic
evidence from 1909 shows a colonnade of young deciduous trees along the perimeter of the greensward, which enclosed agrassy
lawn. When these treeswere in full foliage, houses located around the idand would not have been visibleto each other. This
rural setting was in keeping with the prevailing belief that fresh air and proximity to natural settings ensured the hedth and
vitality of families, neighborhoods, and the economy. Many early landowner/developers in Newton such as Dustin Lancey,
William Claflin, Henry F. Ross, William Jackson, Edward T. Trofitter and others, profited measurably from this concept. Thus

(continued)
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the parks movement hed a devoted following in Newton as early as the 1840s and is largely responsible for the gppearance of
the city today.

The relatively large urban greensward in Washington Park provided ample goece for the leisurely pursuits of its resdents, and
was deeded to the city in 1877. Current and former resddents of the 1.13-acre Washington Park recall the goece usad for picnics
and walking, with or without pets, and the occasond game of pick-up basebdl. A lifelong resdent of Newtonville and former
Alderman who lives on Newtonville Avenue recalled parading around the Washington Park idand every spring in the late 1930s,
playing his saxophone with other muscians from Underwood Elementary School.” The park itself hes remained largely
unchanged with afew exceptions - the loss of originalfreesto diseess, the removal of original ges dreet lamps, and the addition
of shrubs, benches, and sgnagethanks in part to neighborhood efforts.

The second house to be incorporated into Lancey's devedopment plan is 79 Washington Park (1865; photo #3) atwo-story,
three-bay house on a gone foundation with a modified, rear-facing " T" plan. It has wood-shingle cladding, a fiill-width front
porch, and a cross-gable, agphat-shingled roof with wide eavesand two brick end chimneys. Windows are 6/1 double-hung sseh
and do not gopear to be original, and saverd window saghes have been replaced.  Window caangs ae flat and plain, typically
with thin, molded wood lintels. The front (south) feBadeis dominated by the ftill-width porch, which wes likely congtructed in
the 20* century and has a flat roof, balusfrade, and smple detailing, including a central pediment. The front doorway hes awide
casng with sddights and dts in a projecting bay, which holds an additiona st of windows. Above the front porch is a large
cenfral dormer with three windows and a gabled roof.

The et devation revedlsamore asymmetrical desgn - aone-gtory wing with alow-pitched, half-hipped roof extending off the
dde gable, while asmaler shed-roofed wing runs towards the reer of the house Abovethe shed roof is a second-floor bay
window with aflat roof A driveway runs along the east Sde, leading to a small, historic two-car garage with wood-shingled
walls and ahipped roof. Thewest devation revedsthe basic dementsof the original "T" plan, with uniform fenefration and a
Sde entrance.

n. Romantic Styles
Gothic Revival

The Universalist Church & 61 Washington Park (1873; photo #4) now home to the New Art Center, isthe only non-resdentia
dructure in the National Regiger disfrict. This IVSdory, three-bay, Gothic Revival gone building is aso the largest in the
district, with itsrear devation fronting Madison Avenue. Digtinct architectura details include large, pointed-arch windows with
ormnamental dained glass, a water table, an arched front door, and a front-gable, date-shingled roof The roof featuresthree
bands of polychromed, hexagona date shingles that create a decorative pattern. With its variety of well-maintained architectural
components and prominent facades, the building sands out as one of Washington Park’'s most impressve structures.

The building suffered a major ateration when the Hurricane of 1938 desfroyed its wood belfiy and deeple  However, it hes
retained its remaining defining architectural features. The front (south) faBade is dominated by a centra gabled pavilion that
holds a large pointed-arch window with decorative fracery. Above this window is a smdler arched window with the same
tracery design. The pavilion isflankedon the left Sde by a Sngle-story bay with alancet window and hipped roof. A concrete

(continued)

" Convasation with former Alderman Carlton Merrill on une 5, 2007.
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ramp with metal handrail (added in 1980) extends from the sdewak to a Sde entrance, providing handicgpped accessto the
building. The right bay features the lower half of the tower, which holds the primary entranceway to the building and served es
the base for the origina belfry and segple. The large, pointed-arch enfranceway hes degant panded wood doors with the same
tracery desgn as the windows. Two narrow lancet windows are positioned directly above this enfranceway on the sscond tier of
the tower, which has adecorative meta cornicewith diamond-shaped dentils. Thetop of the tower is caoped with aflat, tar-and-
grave roof.

The west and eedt devaions reved the mass and length of the building, along with later additions and severd unusud

architectural components. The first portion of the west eevation feetures the covered sde entrance, which was rebuilt in 1943. It

has a hipped, date-shingle roof, supported by six wooden pods leading to a pair of panded wood doors. This portion of the
devation ds has three pointed-arch, gained glass sesh windows (mimicked on the eedt elevation), and a concrete ramp with

meta handrail leading down to an additional Sde enfrance. The middle and rear bays were added sometime between 1875 and

1896/ The middle bay on the west devation has a Tudor-arched sde enfrance with metal doors and transom, a sone beltcourse,

and a small, double-hung, sseh window with a quoin-patterned brick casng. A small gabled dormer dts inthe steeply pitched

roof. Onthe eadt dde, thisbay features a hipped dormer above atrio of tall, narrow, double-hung sash windows with a quoin-

patterned, brick casing. Therear bay on the west eevation reveds one Sde of the large, gable-on-hip roof that covers the rear of

the building, with the small, pedimented, gable having board and batten siding and a boxed vent. A amdler half-hipped roof is
=t into the larger roof directly below the gable, covering atrio of 12-paned,fixed-sashwindows with sained glassfransomsand
thick gone sills. Bdow each of the windows is a s2 of sx decordive terracotta tiles, which have sunburs and pinwhed

ornamentation. These windows and tiles are encassd in brick, which, dong with the half-hipped roof, crestes a dormer-like
impression in this portion of the elevation. Two 1/1, double-hung sseh windowswith quoin-patterned brick casangs flank the
windows. Therear bay on the eest elevation has the same detailing as on the wedt.

The rear (north) Sde of the building is dominated by the steeply pitched, gable-on-hip roof, and hes a 1/1 double-hung saeh
window and four 2/2 double-hung saeh windows, all with quoin-paiterned brick casngs. The lower portion of this elevation is
lined with three basement windows (now boarded up) with large gonelintels. A rear enfranceway with concrete gepsand smal
shed roof was added in 1932, extending the existing bulkheed that covers the Sairway to the basement. The entranceway hes a
panded wood door with a six-paned transom, and the same quoin-patterned casing found on the building's sseh windows.

Italianate

26 Washington Park (1879; photo #7) is one of the earlies examples of Italianate architecture inthe district. This two-story,

five-bay house dands on a concrete block foundation (a later ateration), and is sheethed inwood dapboard benegth an asphdlt-
shingled, crossgable roof The principa Italianate details of the building include overhanging eaves supported by pairs of

ornamenta brackets, tall, narrow windows, and a single-story, half-width front porch with low bausfrade. Windows are

typically 2/2 double-hung sseh and have narrow, molded casings. The half-width porch isthe dominant festure on the building's
front (north) faBade, having alow-hipped roof and porch postswith decorative, scroll-sawn brackets. Totheright of the porchis
afirst-floor bay window with abracketed, dentiled cornice, and a half-moon attic vent in the front gable. Thewes devation has
an identical bay window onthe first floor and uniform fenesfration throughout the rest of the elevation.

The eas and rear devaions include severd dements that give the building a modified, asymmetrica shepe The eedt dde
reveds the multiple wings of the building, eech getting smdler in scaefrom front to back. It begins with the principal bay and

(continued)

' Newton city alases courtesy of the Newton Hisory Musaum
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dde gable, first- and second-gtory windows, and a half-moon attic vent. The next bay has a single window on eech floor and a
continuous row of smal brackets below the eaves These brackets encirclethe low-pitched gable roof that covers thiswing. The
rear bay is comprised of a 1915 addition with low-pitched hipped roof, built on a brick foundation. This addition haswindows
and cornice brackets that match the rest of the house, and a 9de enfranceway with a front gable roof, dairway, handrail, and

baudrade. The gable has a fanlight truss and features clover detailing on the vergeboards. The rear devation offersa clearer

view of the building's multiple wingsand unusua form. Onthe right, the low-pitched gable roof that covers the smdler, middle
wing (see eadt devation description) is more visible, dong with the 1915 addition. The left portion is dominated by the reer

gabled bay that maiches the principal bay on the east 9de, completingthe cross-gable plan of the house A cenfrdized rear

entrance with shed roof is st into the middle wing.

The building hes retained many of its historic architectural features and gopears to be sructurally sound. It is a significant
example of the early fransition to high-style architecture in Washington Park, and remains a vaduable resource to the
neighborhood.

HI. Late Victorian Styles
Second Empire

55 Washington Park (1868; photo #5) is one of sx examples of Second Empire architecture built before 1870 inthis district.

The five other examples are located a #7, 10, 37-39, 47-49 and 97 Washington Park. This 2/2-gory, four-bay house was
congtructed on abrick foundation with wood-shingled siding and a date-shingled mansard roof. Recent additionsto the building

have not dtered its visual character or historic components (see below). Typical Second Empire details include the mansard

roof, a wide cornice with decorative, scroll-sawn brackets beow the eaves, arched dormers, and a molded cornice aove and

below the lower roof dope. Windows are typically 2/1 and 1/1 double-hung sseh with moderately wide, molded casings. The
front (south) facede is dominated by three second-floor windows and awood clapboard, fijll-width endlosed porch with a low-
hipped roof and a continuous row of multi-paned, fixed windows with transoms. The porch was added to the house sometime
between 1895 and 1907 The west elevation features a pair of two-story bay windowswith a rounded wood course between

each fioor. A amdl driveway runs dong this sde of the houss, leading to a two-car garage with a hipped roof and smilar

materias and color as the house. The rear portion of this eevation indudes a deck and covered Sde entrance that were mogt

likely added in 19808

The primary bay on the eedt elevation was atered by a 1991 addition. Here the ovsTias congtructed a smdl deck, trellis, and sde
entrance, and atwo-story, enclosed Sairway with exterior materias that match the original two-story bay window. The middle
bay hes a gable roof that covers the secondary wing, a narrow band of three fixed rectangular windows, and an exterior fire

exgpe The rear portion of this elevation reveds a amdler wing with a hipped roof and another st of rectangular windows,

which are st into the cornice in order to match the middle wing windows and to creste abdanced rhythm. Abovethiswing is a
continuation of the meta egress that was part of a 1993 addition, in which a roof deck with baudrade was ingtaled into the

gable roof on the middlewing. The deck is acocessad by the metad egress, which &so removed a small deck and Sde entrance on

the eed dlevation that were not origina to the house Therear elevation reveds better viewsof the smdler wing, roof deck, and
metal egress. Overall, the building is in excdlent condition and slands out as one of the more visually impressive sructuresin

Washington Park.

(continued)

"1bid.
' there is no evidanoe of building permits for these additionsin ISD files
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Two cottage-gyle versons of Second Empire architecture, located a 10 Washington Park (1870) and 97 Washington Park
(1870), are noteworthy variations of this style in this district. The two-story, wooden clgpboard, mansard-roof cottege a 97
Washington Park dands on a brick foundation and is three symmetrica bays in width. Asphat shingle covers the doped
mansard roof, which bearsthree eyebrow dormers with 2/2 wooden sseh windows on the front south sde, as well as two on the
west and eet Sdesof identical design as the front dormers. An interior corbelled brick chimney extendsfrom the eedt end of the
roof. All windowsare 2/2 wooden sseh. The front entrance, originally built with double doors but dtered in 1943 to asingle
door entrance, is centrally located and isflanked by half-height sddights. In kegping with its Sscond Empire origins, awide
cornice band with decorative, paired wooden brackets lines the mansard roofline. Always in keeping with itsoriginal style isthe
sngle-gtory bracketed porch, which wragps around the house on the west and south sdes Turned wooden pogtsflanked by a
modem bausfrade support the shed roof over the porch.

Queen Anne

The Arthur H. Soden House a 5 Park Place (1890, photo #9) is an exceptiond example of the Quean Anne style in Washington
Park. Thisthree-gtory, five-bay, asymmetrical building was congtructed on a sone foundation with an L-shaped floor plan. Its
exterior walls condst of wood clgpboards on the first floor and square-butt wood shingles on the upper floors. It has ahipped,

agphdt-shingled roof with lower cross-gables. Windows are typically 1/1 double-hung sseh with narrow, molded casings. The
front (east) faBade of the building exhibits an abundance of characterigtically Colonial Revival details on this otherwise Queen

Anne style house, including the prominent front gable, Palladian window, recessad second-floor porch, and large tower with bell

roof. The tower rises from ground level and boasts decorative half-timbering with fanlight paiterns, board and batten courses,

pilegters, and pedimented dormers. A two-story bow window with ahalf-conical roof a the oppodte comer of the faBade gives
the impresson of a second tower. Another dominant festure on this faBade is the full-width, one-gory porch with decorative
baudrade, classcd columns, wide cornice, and cenfral pediment over the front seps The porch wrgps around to the south

faBade as well. The north devation features the large cenfral gable with a Paladian window, wide comice with thin bands of
molding, a pedimented dormer, and a decorative, molded wood course between the first and second fioors.

Thewest devation ismede up primarily of the rear ell, which has two pedimented dormers, Syrian-arched windows, and athree-

dory iron fire excgpethat was added in 1982. The fire escgpe has fanlight ornamentation that addsto the decorative dements of

the house A amal one-car garage with a gable roof was built beside it in 2000 with similar materias, detailing, and colors as
the house The south elevation features a variety of architectura dements. The cenfral portion hes a large roof gable with

Pdlladian window, second-dory paired windows, and a first-floor polygona bay window with a metal, half-conical roof The
left bay hes a amdler roof gable with a Syrian-arched window, and a small, covered, Sde entrance.  On the right portion of this
devation isa pedimented dormer and the wraparound portion of the front porch. A wide, molded comice mns dong the length
of the entire elevation below the roof gables. Overal, the building is stmcturally sound, visually striking, and easily the mogt

highly crafted housein Washington Park.

Stick

The Oliver B. Leavitt House a 91 Washington Park (1870, photo #1) is the only example of the Stick Style in the National
Regigter district. This 21/2gary, three-bay house was built on a brick foundation with wood clapboard walls and an asphalt-
shingled, front gable roof The building's front (south) faBade exhibits distinct Stick details such as the decorative "W"-style
tmssed gable, wide overhanging eaves with leaf-omamented brackets, and fiill-width, one-story front porch with dentiled
comice, brackets, and low balustrade. The front door hes a molded casing with rectangular pands. Windows on the first floor
are 2/2 double-hung saeh, and the upper-floor window hes a Syrian arch. The second-floor window sashes have been replaced.

(continued)
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The west devation features a large, cenfral dormer with aconical roof. Below the dormer is atwo-story bay window, which hes
a smdl pent roof with a dentilated comice between the two floors. Two 1985 additions are visible on this faBade, which were
added when the buildingwas converted to a two-family house: a three-gory, spiral fire escgpe beside the bay window and a
second-floor deck and Sde enfrance with a covered daircase towards the rear. Below the deck is an additiona 9de entrance with
awood handrail and abracketed, half-hippedroof A smal driveway mns adong this sde of the house, leading to a prefabricated
garage that was added in 1925. The eadt faBade hes a one-gtory bay window with narrow sashesand a dentilated comice, three
double-hung sseh windows, and a dormer with a pent roof This building is another significant example of early high-style
designs in Washington Park, and remains in excellent condition.

Colonial Revival

40 Washington Park (1890, photo #6) dandsout as an excdlent example of the architecturalfransitionf romQueen Anneto the
Colonia Reviva style. This 2/4-gory, four-bay housewas built on a brick foundation, is shesthed in wooden shingles, and has a
cross-gable, asphdt-shingled gambrel roof. The building's Sze and asymmetrica shgpe exemplify the Quean Anne-influenced
fransition to Colonial Reviva in late 19* century American architecture.  Windows are typically 2/2 double-hung sseh with
narrow, molded casings, and eyebrow lintelstypicallya Shingle Style feature, are found on all gable windows. A narrow strip
of copper eaveflashingencircles the building abovethe dentiled comice.

The front (north) faBade featuresa variety of architectura dements, such as the half-width porch with smple Classca detailing
and oval window, wide comice with comer brackets below the prominent front gable, bay window with half-hipped roof, and
pedimented dormers. A rounded bay a the westem edge exhibits the principal Queen Anne influence on the building. The east
devation features the prominent cross-gable with identical detailing as the front gable, a first-floor oridl window, and a 1998
one-gtory addition. The wes elevation reveds uniform fenesfration below the large gable, which hes paired windows and a
flared edge that does not extend to the comice. Anadditional window dts below the flared edge. The reer evation features two
gabled roof dormers, a metd fire escgpethat was added in 1986, and a better view of the 1998 addition. This addition has a
gable roof ,fish-scalewood shingles inthe gable end, atall paired window, skylight, and a screened-in porch under a shed roof
which extends from the gable end. The left portion of this elevation reveds a two-story bow window with a wide, dentilated
comice. A small two-car garage, built in 1998 and sheathed in wooden shingles, has a gambrd roof and is located behind the
house.

The Wadter J. Paine House a 18 Washington Park (1898, photo #3) is an example of Craftsman-style detailing. This 2!14-
gtory, three-bay housewas built on a sone foundation with wood-shingle sheathing and an asphalt-shingled hip roof Windows
aetypically 1/1 double-hung sagh with thin molded casings. A narrow, slightly cantilevered, saw-toothed shingled comice and
a thin, molded wood course visually divides the first and sscond floors. The building's wide, overhanging eaves with exposed
roof rafters exemplify the Craftaman style.

The front (north) faBade is dominated by a half-width porch with a hipped roof, exposad rafters, and porch pogsthat support
decorative, scroll-sawn brackets and arched woodwork. To the right of the porch roof is a smal window with a pent roof
supported by two decorative brackets. To the left of the porch is a large fixed window with a sained-glass transom. Above the
porch is a pair of fixed lattice windows with arched frames. Another distinguishing festure on this faBade is the large, gabled
roof dormer with diamond-pattemed wood shingles, which dso have a bracketed pent roof that covers four smdl lattice
windows. An identical dormer is found on the east Sde, dong with two first-floor bay windows with a doping, half-hipped
metal roof.

(continued)
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The west devation reveds three asymmetrical bays with architectura dements that lend themsdves to the Craftaman influence
on the housa. The first portion hes atwo-story bay window with half-hipped roof and dightly flared base The middlebay is
recessed and hes a centralized dde entrance with a molded door casing. Abovethe door is another small, bracketed pent roof,
and a pair of tall, gained-glass windows with fransoms and a bracketed eyebrow lintel. The rear bay has a sscond-gory
overhang with a double-hung sash window and two wood-shingled brackets a each comer. The rear devation has an enclosed
porch with stairway onthe right dde, atripartite window onthe left, and a Sngledormer.

Both of these Colonial Revival houses are in excdlent condition and are significant examples of late-19* century building styles
in Washington Park - the lag phase of new constmction in the district. Three two-family houses were congmcted on the last
remaining lots between 1912-1915 (8, 9, and 11 Washington Park), and in keeping with the neighborhood's trend towards
building in the period's popular form, all three are variationsof the Colonial Revival stylewith Craftaman details.

The two-family house congmcted a 27-29 Washington Park (1914) hes a symmetrica gopearance and is designed in the
Colonia Reviva syle, with Craftsman style dements  The end-geble, wooden dapboard house rises two and a half dories
above a granite block foundation and is three bays in width. The west and eest Sdes are four bays with atwo-bay screened
porch added to the reer north Sde. Exposed rafters on the west and eest 9des, and decorative, pyramida end-cgps along the
front end-gable, trim the agphat-shingled roof. A corbelled brick chimney rises from the center of theroof A squared, panded,
projecting bay centered over the enfrance has a shed roof with exposed rafter endsand contains atripartite window. Another bay
of this design is located on the west Sde, second gory, of the house  Three dormers on the west dope of the roof and two end-
gable dormers on the eest dope ds0 have exposad rafter ends  The center dormer on the west dope is shesthed in naturad
shingle, and hes a shed roof covering paired windows, the middle of which hes diamond panes Flanking dormers on the west
dope are gabled and sheathed in pattemed stucco. A latticed, open portico covers the centra enfrance and has a dightly arched
roof supported by squared podts with smple cgps. Windows on the house are 1/1 replacements, with the exception of two
daned-glass windows flanking araised brick chimney on the eest Sde. Thischimney rises infront of thefirst of two end-geble
dormers on the eedt feBade, suggesting that the chimney and the flanking windows were a later addition. A shed-roofed endosed
entrance on the west 9de opans to the south, dso alater addition.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes are known in the Washington Park disfrict, Stesmay exist. Four ancient dtes are known
in the generd area (within one mile). In generd, however, there is a low potentia for locating Native American Stes inthe
disfrict. Environmental characterigtics of the district do not represent locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to
wetlands) that are favorablefor the presence of ancient stes. While level to moderately doping topography is common in the
disfrict, much of that topography hes been landscaped, and naturd soil conditions, including drainage characteridtics, have been
obscured by urban residentia development.  The nearestfreshwaterwetlands are dso located well over 1,000 feet from the
district, afactor that reducesthe overall ancient ste sengtivity for thisarea Resdentid development, landscaping, utilities, and
roadways would have desfroyed any ancient dtes that were located in the area

(continued)
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A low to moderate potential elso exigts for the recovery of historic archaeological resourcesin the disfrict. Historic land use hes
not been demondrated in this area prior to the 1840s when residentid lots were laid out inthe disfrict. The Washington Park
planned residentia subdivision was desgned in 1865. Most constmction in the areatook place from the 1870s to the 1890s and
al resdencesfrom the period apparently still survive. When first established, Washington Park included five existing resdences
and aschoal & the comer of Washington Park and Walnut Street.  Only two of these Sfructures are extant today: one building a&
79 Washington Park (ca. 1865) and the other a 85-87 Washington Park (ca. 1855). Among the five resdences and school listed
above, two extant resdences and the school site were included in the eestern portion of the National Register-listed Newtonville
Historic District (NRDIS 1986, 1990). Three existing houses present by ca 1865 were replaced by mid-to-late 20* century
houses and not included in this nomination. Bams, outbuildings and occupationd-rel ated fegtures (frash pits, privies wells) may
survive with extant utilitarian homes of the aredls farmers and workers, however, except for bams, gables, and outbuildings,
similar archaeologica resources are unlikely with the disfrict's more daborate, later 19* century houses. Washington Park hes
remained relatively unchanged with few exceptions. Post-hole and stmctural evidence may survive from the original ges Street
lampsthat illuminated Washington Park. All lamps were removed and their locations were not documented.

(end)
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8. NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
INTRODUCTION

Washington Pak is a historic residential neighborhood in the city of Newton, Massachusetts a relatively affluent suburban
community directly west of Boston. Located south of the commercia center of the villageof Newtonville, one of 12 villages in
Newton, the neighborhood is a notable example of a mid- to late-19* century planned subdivison with desgn dements
influenced by the Urban Parks Movement. Washington Park, which is dso the official city dreet name, extends the length of
one city block, bordered on the west by Walnut Street and the eedt by Harvard Avenue, and the north and south by Madison and
Cabot Strests The Washington Park National Register Historic District encomypesses gpproximatdy two-thirds of the block, and
is comprised of 27 sngle- and multi-family houses stuated aong both Sdes of anarrow, oblong greensward.  The neighborhood
is representaive of early development patterns in Newtonville, which saw atransition from its predominately agricultural roots
to amore resdential-based community inthe 1840sand 1850s It holds avariety of well-preserved, highly crafted architectural
resources. Washington Park fallswithin the context of the Newton Multiple Resource Area 1636-1907 (NR 1986) and the 20*
century expandon of the Multiple Resource Areato 1940 (NR 1990). The district qualifiesfor the National Regiger of Historic
Haces under CriteriaA for its influence on community planning and development in Newtonville, and under CriteriaC for its
significant architecture and landscaping.

WASHINGTON PARK HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE

The City of Newton began as a parsdly populated agrarian community inthe 17% century, with its multiple-village form having
taken dhegpe by the early 19* century. Thiswas due in part to the construction of the Worcester Turnpike in 1808 and the Boston
& Worcester Railroad in 1834, which provided greater aocessto Newton from Boston and other aress. While the villages of
Aubumdale, Wes Newton, and Newton Comer devdoped into residential communities early inthe 19* century, Newtonville
remained apredominantly mral community. This beganto change, however, with the formation of the Bogon & Albany railroad
in 1834 and the increased sarvice to Newtonville that followed. Loca busnessmen and deveopers quickly took notice of this
opportunity, and residential lotswere laid out as early as the 1840s The mgjority of construction on these lots, though, actually
took place from 1870 to 1890. Newtonville's rural setting and location was aso gppedling to less affluent families, which helped
esablish a variety of working, middle, and upper-dass resdents in the village. By the end of this period, Newtonville had
achieved its current gppearance of athriving, somewhat densdy populated community of moderately sized, middie-class homes.

Origins of Washington Park

Dustin Lancey, a red edae entregpreneur and Newtonvilleresdent, established Washington Park in 1865 following a very
similar development pattern, if in adifferent form, to other Newtonville subdivisons. Lancey's plan included 31 desp, Soacious
lots surrounding a long, oval park. This kind of resdentia "pocket park" was dready found in other parts of Newtonville,
including Walnut Park, Wabean Park, Kenrick Park (onNR), Sylvan Heights, Islington Park, EImwood Park, and others.

Dustin Lancey, bom in Brookline, New Hampshire, in 1822, was actively involved in the second phase of suburban deve opment
in Newton inthe 1860sand 1870s He married Louisa A. Treat in Watham, Massachusdtts, in 1845. According to the 1860
census, Lancey's occupation was ‘carpenter’ and he lived with hisfamily in Newtonville, inahome on Washington Street & the
comer of Centra Avenue. The house has snce been demoalished. 1n 1890 he had an office on Milk Street in Boston and worked
in red esate. By 1902, he lived inahousestill ganding a 161 Lowell Avenue, and which is included inthe Newtonville Local
Historic Digtrict. Lancey died therethe same year.

(continued)

' Higoric Newton, Inc., et. ., Newton's /P* Century Architecture: Newtorville, 3.
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By the time Lancey cameto live in Newtonville in the mid 1840s a distinct village setting was in place and included churches
and dores. A high schoal, the first in Newton, was built in 1859 on Wanut Street near the current ste of Newton North High
School. Lancey's plan was to build a contemporary suburban interpretation of the centerpiece-garden devdopments constmcted
dsawhere in Newton. His work emulated that of Alexander Wadsworth, and may dso have been influenced by earlier
resdential devdopments of similar desgn inthe Back Bay and Besoon Hill in Bogton.

Lancey subdivided another parcd of land in Newtonville four years later & the intersection of Crafts Street and Lowell Avenue.
He created 20 house lots, mogt of which were developed with homesthat ae now contributing resources in theNewtonville
Local Historic District. Situated around a small oval greensward, the east end of Prescott Street mirrors Washington Park but on
amuch smdler scde Lancey dso condructed a grassy triangular idand a the west end of Prescott, known today as Lowell
Park, as part of thissubdivision.

Suburban Devdopment in Newton

The greensvard in Washington Park represents a continuation of a trend begun in Newton over twenty years earlier by surveyor
Alexander Wadsworth (1806-1898), a trained civil engineer from Hiram, Maine. Wadswvorth moved to Boson in 1825 and
launched a successful career in surveying, particularly on projects in Massachusetts such as Mt. Aubum Cemeery (1831) in
Cambridge, the Harmony Grove Cemetery (1839) in Sdem, and the Woodland Cemetery in Chelsea (1850). Wadsworth was
aso a first cousn of the poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. During the 1840s when Lancey first arrived in Newton,
Wadsworth was busy surveying the following suburban devdopments there in the mid to late 1840s Wanut Park (the first in
Newton and his first with William Jackson, in 1844, and believed to be where the central oval greengpece idea first gopearedin
Newton); Webger Park (1844); Kenrick Park (1845), Sylvan Heights (1849), and Idlington Pak (cal850), as well as other
small, unnamed residential developments in the city such as the Richardson subdivision (1850). In Boston, Wadsworth had
dready been commissoned to survey Dawes Wharf (1833), and Pemberton Square on Beacon Hill (1835).

The earlies suburban developments laid out by Wadsworth in Newton were primarily for wedlthy families who lived and
worked in Newton. With few exceptions, original homeowners in Washington Park were tradesmen with offices in Boston. Al
of the Newton subdivisons surveyed by Wadsworth conssed of small parcds of land surrounding a smdl oval, or lozenge-
dhgped idand of greengpace. Though Wadsworth was commissoned by a variety of landowners to survey their developments,
his layouts, a leest in Newton, are remarkably smilar in gppearance. 1t is not immediately clear whether Wadsworth devised
this desgn schemeon hisown, or if he incorporated outsde influencesin his layouts. It isworth mentioning that one of his early
projects, thought to have been completed before he began work & Mount Aubum Cemetery, was Belvidere Village, a site he
surveyed for a resdentid district in Lowell, Massachusetts. This plan featured a formal square of house lots surrounding a
central, ovate park ringed with trees and named Washington Souare”

As one of the earliest directors in Wadsworth's career, Henry A.S. Dearborn laid out the first roads and pathsin Mount Aubum
Cemaeay and may have strongly influenced Wadsworth's work. Louisburg Squere in Beacon Hill, first desgned in 1826 and
built in the lae 1830s and the Boston Public Gardens, esablished in 1837, were dso well known loca contributions to the
Urban Parks movement in Boston and would have been known to Wedsworth early on. Clearly, Marshal S Rice, the surveyor
for Washington Park, had many prior examples upon whichto bese his subdivison design.  Park-gyle subdivisons can still be
found in West Newton, Newtonville, Newton Comer, and Aubumdae, but few retain the historic integrity of setting and

(continued)

* Bimbaum, Charles A. and Fix, dulieK, eds Fionears of American Landscgpe Dedgn Il An Annotated Bibliogrgphy
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architecture as Washington Park. All of these suburban park developments were small in scae and tended to correspond to the
boundaries of private land and their proximity to therail lines. In thisway, each park development is somewha unique, though
al were oriented toward use by railroad commuters into Boston. Washington Park sands out as a wdl-preserved example of a
suburban park particular to the Boston-area suburbs during this period.

The fact that Lancey was able to design a large subdivision like Washington Park on vacant land dose to the railroad shows

Newtonville's gradud transition from an agrarian community to a suburban village. Washington Park represents a mgjor phase
of thistrangtion and it had a strong influence on future greengpace designs in Newtonville and other parts of Newton, today

known &s the "Garden City." Early parks in Newtonville, including Linwood Park, ElImwood Park, and Cabot Park, were

"initiated on asmall scdewith the creetion of residentiad greens strips such as Washington Park."”

As noted earlier, while many subdivisonswere laid out as early as the 1860s by and large constmction did not take off in the
aeauntil themid 1870s Washington Park was no exception, and the delay between itsinitial development and the constmction
of its houses illustrates another difference between the devdopment of Newtonville and its surrounding villages. Earlier
developments in Aubumdale and West Newton Hill hed centered on large, spacious lots and smal estates, but by the late-19*
century development trends had shifted to smaller, more densdy packed neighborhoods which catered to the growing number of
middle-class Bogonians escgping the confinesof the city. Largely undevdoped Newtonville became a prime location for these
moderately Szed houses

By 1874, 4dl of the lotsin the Washington Park devdopment were sold. One large parcdl onthe 1865 map, labded asNo. 14 and
encompasing most of the northem ssgment of Laundry Brook eest of Washington Park, was not subdivided as part of Lancey's
original plan. Thisparcd was subdivided by 1874, however, and had numerous lots laid out around two new roads, Norwood
Avenue and Clarendon Court, located between Newtonville Street and Ceabot Street. It is not cdear whether Lancey was
regponsible for subdividing these new lots. When condtruction began about ten years laier a Washington Park, the new
landowners began subdividing their own lotsto profit from the booming demand for housing neer the railroad, cregting greater
housing dendty in Washington Park. Lots were subdivided both vertically and horizontally, and in some cases new roads or
lanes were laid out to connect Washington Park with Cabot Street to the south, including: Park Place (1888); Clodia Terrace
(ca.l890); Dae Street (1907); and Smpson Terrace (cal905). 1naddition, between 1865 and 1874, Sullivan Road, now known
as Madison Avenue, made a horizontal cut through the northem portion of Lancey's original layout, thereby reducing the lot
Szesof those parcds and completely isolating one undeveoped parcd on the south sde of Madison Avenue.

Another discontiguous parce on the northeest comer of the intersection of Cabot and Lincoln (now Harvard) Streets, near
Laundry Brook, was d<0 platted on the 1865 plan. This parcd no longer conformsto the proposed lot lines of the original
subdivison. Based on acomparison of the square footage dated on the origina subdivision plan and the combined squere footage of
the lots in the areg, this area now encompeasses gpproximatdy five lots between Harvard Strest and Clarendon Stredt - two facing
Harvard Street, two facing Cabot Stteet, and a fifth lot that gopearsto bdongto 116 Harvard Strest and holds a amdl garage/shed.
Sincethere is dightly more square footagein the original subdivision than in the existing lots, itisaso possble that thelot origindly
extended into Clarendon Street as well.  While the park-centered neighborhood was retained, nearly hdf the land in the original
subdivision was no longer assodated with Washington Park. For this reeson, the boundaries of the didtrict reflect the neighborhood
as congmcted and will not strictly follow the 1865 subdivision plan.

(continued)

"Hidoric Newton, Inc, €. d., Newton's/P" Century Architecture: Newtonville, 17.
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Urban Parlis Movement

In the 1840s and in patnership with Wadsworth and other notable loca surveyors, numerous landowners in the city were
respongble for launching the Urban Parks Movement in Newton, as prominent resdents began setting adde tracts of land to
preserve them as pak arees” This intemational movement was fueled by intellectual and economic energy devoted to the
cregtion of an idedl, where the "hedlthy virtues of the country could be captured within an urban setting."” The intemational
roots for this movement are believed to have grown from the then well-known Pere Lachaise cemetery, established in 1804 near

Paris. Designed in regponseto crowded churchyards and overpopulated crypts, the natura setting of this cemetery ssmck a chord
with urban-weary residents of European cities and aoroad. This movement manifested itself in Newton during the 1840s, when
Wadsworth trandated his experience as a cemetery surveyor into neighborhood planning and meade a lasting mark on Newton's

housing landscape.

Not long after, the Grove Hill Cemetery, now known as Newton Cemaery, was laid out by Marshall Rice and completed in
1855, under the care of Henry Ross, uncle of Henry F. Ross On a nationd level, the landscape architect Frederick Law
Olmgtead and partner Calvert Vaux's desgns for Central Park in New York City in 1859 popularized the conogpt of creating
public goaces for passve recreation acrossthe country. Olmstead then brought aesthetically pleasing public recrestion aressto
Bogton with his plans for the Emerald Necklace in the early 1880s Newton residents took notice, and in 1885 Farlow Park,
located in Newton Comer, became the city's first desgnated public park.  Perhgps coincidentdlly, the term "Garden City"
becamewidely ussd by Newton residents during this period to describe their city in goeaches and promotiond literature. By the
late 1890s, each of Newton's villages hed a leest one neighborhood park or playground.

Universalist Socety of Newtonville

Washington Park’s greengpace offered a feeling of dasenesswith nature in a contained residential setting, with its long rows of
trees on ether dde of the park providing a shady, picturesque environment.  This setting was sdected by the founders of the
Universalist Society of Newtonville as idedl for their new church.

The Universdlist Society of Newtonville was organized by former membersof two pre-existing societies in the area the Newton
Watertown Universalist Society, and the Watertown Universaist Society, both of which grew from the earlie Unitarian
activities in Newton inthe 1840s The first meeting of this new society took place ina smal hall over Williams Dmg Store in
Newtonville Square in 1871. The group of thirteen members became a legally organized society inApril of that year, and soon
purchased aparce of land overlooking the greengpace in Washington Park for their church a 61 Washington Park (1873, photo
#4). The comear donewas laid October 22, 1872, and dedicated in Junethe following year. In October 1884, a parish house was
added to the north dde of the church for the third pastor of this church. Rev. Rufus A. White. Funding for this addition was
raised locally through town fairs. The Newton Junior College occupied this building at the time of the Hurricane of 1938, when
it logt itsstegple In 1977, the New Arts Center moved into the building and hes occupied it Snce.

There were undoubtedly residents of Washington Park who attended this neighborhood church when it opened in 1873, but only
one of the originad homeowners in this development, Edward T. Trofitter of 46-48 Washington Park (1884) and 50-52
Washington Park (1886), gopears in documentation from the period as an early member, and its first descon. Trofitter bought
the land for histwo housesby 1874, but did not subdivide and erect buildings there until the 1880s Prior to occupying his home
a 46-48 Washington Park in 1884, Trofitter lived a the comer of Otis and Wanut Streets in Newtonville. Henry F. Ross,
owner of 40 Washington Park (1890, photo #8) and owner of land next door to Trofitter, became a deecon a

(continued)

& Higoric Newton, Inc., e d., Newton's 19" Century Architecture: Newtorville, 17.
' Campbd|, Robat. "Forgotten Utopias” Bodon Globe May 21, 1995,
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the Universalist Church near the tum of the 20* century. At least two origina building owners inthis devdopment were active
members of other churches inthe area. Otis E. Hunt, a physician, moved to 33 Washington Park (1890) ca.l890, and was a
member of Grace Episcopd Church. James W. Kimball, a resdent of 73 Washington Park (1875) as of 1875 and aformer
five-term mayor of Newton, worshipped a the Centrd Congregationa Church.

Original Landowners in Washington Park

Though William Claflin, former govemor of Massachusetts from 1869-71, was not an original homeowner in Washington Park,
he did purchase one of its oldest pre-existing homes a 85-87 Washington Park (1855, photo #2) with hisfriend Dustin Lancey
in 1874. The earlies owner of record for this house was Thomas Hurd, a carpenter, who lived a the house until a leest 1871.
Claflin was avery successfiil landowner, developer, and lawyer in Newtonville, having lived with hisfamily snce 1855 in"The
Old Elms' House, formerly on Walnut Street on the grounds of what is now Newton North High School. The Claflin Schoal,
built acrossthe greet from his former home a the comer of Washington Park and Walnut Streets, was built largely in regponse
to his effortsto erect an dementary school in Newtonville. Claflin is dso credited with constmcting what was likely the first
goartment building in Newton in 1887 on Walnut Terrace in Newtonville. He &so represented the Republican Party in the date
legidature from 1853-59, sarved as senate president in 1861, and wes eected lieutenant governor from 1866-68 before serving as
govemor.

By 1874, dmog half of the 22 landowners in Washington Park had officesin Boston. At leedt ten more of these owners are
recorded as ether having boarded in or owned homes in eestem Massachusdits prior to owning land in Washington Park, and of

these, mog previoudy resided dsawhere in Newtonville. Of the 22 origina landowners, four bought multiple house lots inthe
district for what gppears to be speculative ressons.  Arthur H. Soden, operator of his own roofing busnessin Boston and owner
of the Boston Nationa Lesgue basebdl team, bought adjoining lots a 47-49 Washington Park (1868) and 55 Washington

Park (1868, photo #5) and built a mansard-gyle home on each. In 1890, after Park Place was laid as a connector road to Cabot

Street, Soden purchesed lots a 5 and 15 Park Place (both 1890, photo # 9) and constmcted two Quean Anne Style homes. He
moved into the house a 5 Park Place from aformer home a 218 Wanut Stregt, Newtonville.  Janes Shaman, an insurance
agent who lived on Newtonville Avenue prior to moving to Washington Park, owned two lots & the eest end of the district and is
credited with building the high-style Sscond Empire-style house a 7 Washington Park (1870), and the Itdianate-style house &

15-17 Washington Park (1870).

David S Smpson, a blacksmith who worked in Boston and d<o formerly lived on Newtonville Avenue, owned one lot in his
own name and gppearsto have owned four more with a partner named Grigg. This wes likely to have been Josgph W. Grigg,
Hler of daes mantds, and finished sone work, who lived on Otis Street in Newtonville in the late 1870s All of his and
Simpson's lotswere located & the east end of Washington Park, but by 1874 only one of their lots, 10 Washington Park (1870)
was developed. Incity directories, David S Smpson was listed as an occupant of this home, but not until 1883. By 1907, all of
their lots, with the exception of what isnow 3 Washington Park, were subdivided.

In 1874, the south dde of Washington Park featured the largest lots of the subdivision. By 1907, all but two of these lots were
subdivided. The two that remaned intact are the current dte of condominiums, which are not included in the historic district
boundary.

Beginning a the eest end of the district, Robert L. Young, a draughtaman, lived a 4 Washington Park (1900) on land originally
owned by Smpson and Grigg. Walter J. Paine, an architect, resded in Newtonville before occupying 18 Washington Park
(1898, photo #8), and worked in an officein Boston. It isnot known whether he desgned this house. George B. Smith worked
as asdeaman in Bogton lived a 26 Washington Park (1874, photo #7). Rhoderic D. Morehouse, a

(continued)
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clothing merchant in Boston, boarded dsawhere in Newtonville while owning land on Washington Park in 1874. By 1885,
Morehouse moved into the house on his lot, & 32 Washington Park (1885). In 1874, Leon C. Carter, a wholesdle hardware
deder, owned the house & 64 Washington Park, as well as the adjacent ot on the west Sde. The house a #64 is no longer
ganding, and is now the site of one of the two condominium buildings mentioned above. By 1907, the vacant 1ot upon which
#70 and 74 gand was subdivided to the south, and Carter kept the two southemmogt lots located on Park Place. Marie A. Alary
and Catherine A. Shedd, widows, were neighbors a 70 and 74 Washington Park (1888), respectively, though Shedd moved in
three yearsbefore Alary in 1885.

The north 9de of Washington Park had smaller lots and was mare densdy devdoped by 1874. Lot Szes remainad intact until
just before 1917, when desoendants of the Smpson and Sherman families subdivided their lots on the ees end of Washington
Park. The reaulting lotswere purchased by three land speculators John T. Bumsand Sons (21 Washington Park, 1912), F.A.
& H.S. Horn (25 (23) Washington Park, 1915), and E.F. Goodridge (27-29 Washington Park, 1914). All three homes when
built betwean 1912 and 1914, were occupied by tenants and represmted the lagt phase of devdopment in the Park. Nathanid
Hartwdl and Ethdbet Parker, bath Bosgon commuters with families, moved in to 21 Washington Park by 1913 By 1919,
Samud Wood and William G. Wilkins, a phatographer and optical goods mearchant respectively, occupied 25 (23) Washington
Park. Alsointhat year, Frank D. Lord, abuilding contractor, and Corndius C. Connor, an dectrical enginesr, moved into 27-
29 Washington Park.

An early resdent of this north Sde was Dr. Charles W. Taylor, a physician and owner of the house a 97 Washington Park
(1870). Prior to moving to this house in 1871, he lived a the comer of Walnut and Washington Stregts in Newtonville. His
former neighbor before 1870, Oliver B. Leavitt, became his neighbor again when Leavitt moved to 91 Washington Park (1870,
photo #1) in 1871. Leavitt was in the Soves, tinware, and metas busnesswith a shop a the comer of Wanut and Washington.
Alexander Chisholm, listed inthe directory as a 'helper’ to Oliver B. Leavitt, owned the house & 79 Washington Park (1865,
photo #3) as of 1874, and still resded there in 1889. By 1907 thislot was subdivided onthe north side.

William H. Sudley, a machant tailor who worked in Bogon, ownned one of the larges lots on the north 9de at 37-39
Washington Park (1869). Two homes were built on the lat as of 1907 but the land was nat formally subdivided until after
1917. The ssoond house hasan address of 33 Washington Park (1890) and wasbuilt approximatdy 20 year s after #39.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

Because the actud house congmction aong Washington Park took place gradually, the neighborhood exhibits a wide range of
19th-century housing styles, demongtrating the prevailing styles at different pointsintime. When first established, Washington
Park included five existing resdences and a schoal ot a the comer of Washington Park and Walnut Stteet. Today, only two of
these gmctures remain- 79 Washington Park (ca. 1865, photo map #3) and 85-87 Washington Park (ca. 1855, photo map #2),
two very different, astylistic buildings that are both fairly modest in sze and scde and are good examples of the pre-Victorian
devedlopment of the village. The six houses that were completed before 1870, after the subdivison was cregted, are strikingly
different sttuctures - for the mogt part substantia, 1IV-i -story Second Empire-style buildingswith bellcast mansad roofs. The
shift from the utilitarian houses of the aredl's farmers and workersto the eaborately detailed houses of fashion-conscious, urban
busnessmen represents the most striking architectura changein the neighborhood.

(continued)
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While half of the eight houses built inthe late 1870s are Ssoond Empire in style, only one, & 73 Washington Park (1875), is
similar in form and roof style to the 1860s constmction. The remaining Second Empire buildings are both more eaboratdy
detailed and unusud inform, including the areals most omete example a 7 Washington Park (1870), complete with a comer
tower topped with omate iron railings, as well as two cottage-dyle examples, 10 and 97 Washington Park (1870), which are
smaller versons of the style. The remaining smctures built inthis period include the neighborhood's only Stick Style ssmcture,
a 91 Washington Park (1870, photo #1), and its only nonresidence, the Gothic Revival former Universalig Church, now a
neighborhood arts center & 61 Washington Park (1873, photo #4). Despite its change in use, the church is still aremarkably
intact example of the style with the exception of its missing segple, which was tom of f during the Hurricane of 1938. Rounding
off the houses built in this period ae two examples of the Itdianate style, at 1517 Washington Park (1870) and 26
Washington Park (1879, photo #7), which are modestly szed but well- detalled smctures that have retained their defining
architectura features.

The shortfrendtowards a variety of yles disgppeared inthe 18805 when the Quean Anne style becamewidely popular. While
one Italianate syle reddence was built inthis period, 46 Washington Park (1884), the remaining houses (#s 32, 50-52, 70, and
74 Washington Park) are all variations of the Queen Anneform. All four housssare fairly smple examples of the form, which
share common decorative features, but in keeping with the asymmetricad style of these dmctures, no two are quite alike. The
neighborhood's largest and most daborate Quean Anne building was built in the early 1890sa 5 Park Place (1890, photo #9) -
atypical 21/2goy smcture complete with a high hip roof with gabled end dormers, round turrets a each comer, afull-width,
wraparound porch, and decorative shingle work. Two more examples of the style, 15 Park Place (1890) and 33 Washington
Park (1890), were d<o built inthe 1890s While both have dear Queen Anne dements ether intheir form (#33) or detailing
(#15), both dso exhibit architectural dements found in the increasngly popular Colonial Revival style.  Similarly, 18
Washington Park (1898, photo #6) also has an asymmetrica, dmost Quean Anne, form but hes dear Colonia Revival features
in its gambrel roof, pedimented dormers, and porch pogt railings. Additionally, both 4 Washington Park (1900) and 40
Washington Park (1890, photo #8) have Craftsman details in their wide, flat eaves (#4) and exposad rafters (#40).

By the end of the 19* century, Washington Park was nearly complete. Between 1912 and 1915, the lag three residentia

buildings in the neighborhood were constmcted on land originally owned by David Smpson and his descendants. All three were
designed inthe Colonia Revival style and were congmcted as multi-family buildingsby non-resdent owners. Two of the three
houses, a 21 Washington Park (1912) and 25 (23) Washington Park (1915), ae early examples of what may now be
recognized as fairly typical working class, two-family smctures with minimal decorative detail but in overal syle and form, are
clearly Colonial Revival. The house a 21 Washington Park, the earlies of the three, is cross-gable in form, with two open
porches filling the ell formed by the cross-gable plan. A shdlow two-story bay window projection formsthe first bay on the
two-bay west faQade. The house a 25 (23)Washington Park was the third to be built in 1915, and aso hes open porches with
uared pods, baudrade, and two-story projecting bays, but they are aranged differently. Thishouserisestwo gories benegth a
hipped roof and a centtal, shallow-gabled dormer with paired sx-pane windows. The front feBade hes a two-gtory, three-sided
bay window projection, and two stacked, open porches spanning mogt of thefront facade.

Though commuter train service continued to draw residents to this neighborhood, the widespread ownership of automobiles in
the early 20* century brought ancther wave of building activity to Washington Park. Nearly 30% of its owners congmcted
detached or atached garages on their properties in the first decades of the 20* century and forever changed the landscape of
houses in Washington Park. All those detached garages condmcted within the period of significance are contributing dements
in the district. (Severd freestanding garagesthat postdate the end of the period of significance, however, ae noncontributing.)

(continued)
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While half of the eight houses built inthe late 1870s are Ssoond Empire in style, only one, a 73 Washington Park (1875), is
similar in form and roof syle to the 1860s construction. The remaining Second Empire buildings are both more eaboratdly
detailed and unusud in form, including the aregls mos omate example a 7 Washington Park (1870), complete with a comer
tower topped with omate iron railings, as well as two cottage-dyle examples, 10 and 97 Washington Park (1870), which are
amdler versons of the style. The remaining smctures built in this period include the neighborhood's only Stick Style ssmcture,
a 91 Washington Park (1870, photo #1), and its only nonresdence, the Gothic Reviva former Universdist Church, now a
neighborhood arts center & 61 Washington Park (1873, photo #4). Despite its change in use, the church is still aremarkably
intact example of the style with the exception of its missing seeple, which was tom off during the Hurricane of 1938. Rounding
off the housss built in this period ae two examples of the Itdianate style, at 1517 Washington Park (1870) and 26
Washington Park (1879, photo #7), which are modestly szed but well- detailed smctures that have retained their defining
architectural features.

The short ttend towards avariety of yles disgppeared inthe 1880s when the Queen Anne syle becamewiddy popular. While

one Itdianate style reddencewas built in this period, 46 Washington Park (1884), the remaining houses (#s 32, 50-52, 70, and

74 Washington Park) are all variations of the Queen Anneform. All four housssare fairly smple examples of the form, which
share common decorative features, but in keeping with the asymmetricd gyle of these dmctures, no two ae quite alike. The

neighborhood's largest and most daborate Quean Anne building wes built in the early 1890sat 5 Park Place (1890, photo #9) -

atypical 21/2-gory smcture complete with a high hip roof with gabled end dormers, round turrets a each comer, afull-width,

wraparound porch, and decorative shingle work. Two more examples of the style, 15 Park Place (1890) and 33 Washington

Park (1890), were <o built inthe 1890s While both have dear Queen Anne dements ether intheir form (#33) or detailing

(#15), both dso exhibit architecturad dements found in the increesingly popular Colonial Reviva style.  Similarly, 18

Washington Park (1898, photo #6) aso hes an asymmetrica, dmost Quean Anne, form but has cdear Colonial Reviva features
in its gambrel roof, pedimented dormers, and porch pogt railings. Additionally, both 4 Washington Park (1900) and 40

Washington Park (1890, photo #8) have Craftsman details in their wide, flat eaves (#4) and exposed rafters (#40).

By the end of the 19* century, Washington Park was nearly complete. Between 1912 and 1915, the lag three residentia
buildings in the neighborhood were constructed on land originally owned by David Smpson and his descendants. All three were
designed in the Colonia Revival style and were condructed as multi-family buildingsby non-resdent owners. Two of thethree
houses, a 21 Washington Park (1912) and 25 (23) Washington Park (1915), ae early examples of what may now be
recognized as fairly typical working class, two-family structures with minimal decorative detail but inoverdl syle and form, are
clearly Colonial Revival. The house a 21 Washington Park, the earliest of the three, is crass-gable in form, with two open
porches filling the ell formed by the crossgable plan. A shdlow two-story bay window projection formsthe first bay on the
two-bay west falade. The house a 25 (23)Washington Park was the third to be built in 1915, and dso has open porches with
uared pods, baudrade, and two-story projecting bays, but they are aranged differently. Thishouserisestwo dories benegth a
hipped roof and a central, shallow-gabled dormer with paired sx-pane windows. The front faBade hes atwo-story, three-dded
bay window projection, and two stacked, open porches gpanning mog of the front feade.

Though commuter train service continued to draw residents to this neighborhood, the widespread ownership of automobilesin
the early 20* century brought another wave of building activity to Washington Park. Nearly 30% of its owners constructed
detached or atached garages on their properties in the first decades of the 20* century and forever changed the landscape of
houses in Washington Park. All those detached garages congmcted within the period of significance are contributing dements
in the district. (Severd freestanding gareges that pogtdate the end of the period of significance, however, are noncontributing.)

(continued)
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Washington Park in the mid 20'* and early 2™ century

Degpite later dterations and additions, nearly all the houses on Washington Park have retained their origina materiads and
distinctive architectura fegstures. The influx of Boston commuters to this neighborhood over the years hes hdped to establish its
strong middle dass roots, and houses here are, on the whole, well maintained. The transition from gaspowered lighting to
eectricity dso brought changesto the greensward where the glare of stteetlights and processions of telephone polestransformed
its bucalic setting. Neighborhood effortsto reverse this ttend in the pest decade have begun to restore the natura setting
envisioned by Lancey and others before him.

The park has been without hedefreesfor sometime. A long-timeresdent of Washington Park (Nancy Muller, resdent of 94
Harvard Strest, inaconversation on June 8, 2007) recalled that the Hurricane of 1938 took many of the shedetrees, with the rest
being lost over timeto diseese and lack of maintenance. 1N 2001, a group of neighbors formed a nonprofit organization, known
& Pak Friends, Inc., to address the failing conditions of the greenswvard and to raise money to partially resore it. This group
successfiilly acquired Community Presarvation Act (CPA) funding to plant frees and flowers, add an irrigation sysem, and
provide appropriate frash receptacles for the greengoace It was dso through the initial efforts of this group that this National
Regisger nomination for Washington Park was written. Y oung dogwoods, maple frees, and a few mature conifers now sand
aong the greensward, and new benches, sgns, and landscaped Sitting aress anchor it a either end.

With the exception of one historic 1909 photo showing a single gas lamppos on the greensward, no other historic evidence hes
been found to indicate where more lampposts may have sood. It is not known whether oil lantems were used there before ges

Due again to the efforts of Park Friends, Inc., elecfrical lamppods of cast iron, manufactured to maich the original gas lampposts
in yle, have been ingtalled a regular intervas dong the greensward.  The City of Newton agreed to remove the modem lighting
that had been ingtalled dong the greensward, but in <0 doing asked that the new lamppogs meat current lighting code provisions.
As areault, there are likely more lampposts on the greensward today than there were originally.

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeological resources described above may contribute important information related to the development patterns of
Newton, Newtonville, and the Washington Park Historic District, which saw atrandgition from predominantly mral community
with agricultural roots to a more reddentid-based community by the mid 19* century. Additional documentary reseerch
combined with detailed analyss of the contents of occupationd-related features and stmctural evidence of outbuildings and
bams may contribute important evidence related to paitems of urbanization in the Newton and Greater Boston locale. Important
evidence may exist on the district's shift from the utilitarian housesof the aredls farmers and workersto the eaborately detailed
houses of fashion-conscious urban busnessmen.  The contents of occupational-related festures may contribute important social,
cultural, and economic information on the changing socid stmcture of the town and disfrict from the mid 19* through the 20*
century. Historical and archaeological resources may dso confributeimportant information related to the planning and growth of
one of the earlier mid-19* century planned residential subdivisionsin Massachusetts, designed in 1865.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Boundary Description
The boundaries of the Washington Park Higoric Didrict are hown on the accompanying sketch map
Boundary Jugtification
The boundaries of the Washington Park Historic District have been drawn to encompessall of the neighborhood's extant original
dructures dong an eed-west axis. The boundaries have been drawn to exclude three townhouse condominiums built in the late
20* century in place of original dructuresin the subdivision (56 and 64 [Townhouse Drive Condominiums] and 92 Washington
Park). The westem edge of Washington Park Historic District adjoinsthe Newtonville National Regigter Historic District on the
eedt property lineof 106 Washington Park.
Properties that have bean demolished over time in the Washington Park subdivision include:

56 Washington Park (Townhouse Drive Condominiums)

64 Washington Park (Townhouse Drive Condominiumes)

> 92 Washington Park (located just esst of the Claflin School)

(end)
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BLACK-AND-WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS  \-
Date February 2006 '

Photographer:

1

2

Paul Trudeau

91 Washington Park

(west and south devations, looking northeast)
85-87 Washington Park

(west and south eevations, looking northeast)
79 Washington Park

(west and south devations, looking northeast)
61 Washington Park

(south faBade, 1ooking north)

5 Washington Park

(west and south devations, looking northeast)
40 Washington Park

(north and west elevations, 1ooking southeest)
26 Washington Park

(eest and north devations, looking southwest)
18 Washington Park

(north and west devations, 1ooking southeest)
5 Park Place

(eest faBade, 1ooking west)

Washington Park Strestscape

(westem edge of the didtrict, looking eest)
Washington Park Strestscape

(westem edge of greengpace, ooking west)
Washington Park Strestscape

(north-central portion of digtrict, 1ooking east)
Washington Park Strestscape

(south-centrd portion of district, looking eest)

(end)
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22017-0001

22017-0002

22013-0001

22006-0036

22013-0007

22006-0035

22014-0001

22006-0034

22006-0033

22015-0001

MfiETXDDRESS

5Pak Pace Arthur H. Soden House
(same as 84 Washington

Park garage)

15 Park Place Arthur H. Soden House
4 \Washington Park Robert L. Young
7 Washington Park James Shaman House
10 Washington Park David Smpson House
1517 WashingtonPark  James Shermian House
18 Washington Park Walter J. Paine House
gaage
21 Washington Park John. T. Bums& Sons Inc.

25 (23) Washington Park

garage

26 Washington Park
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HISTORIC NAME

F.A.& H.S Horn

George B. Smith

YEAR

1912

1912

Queen Anne

Queen Anne

Colonia Revival
Second Empire
Second Empire
Itaianate
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Colonia Reviva
Colonia Revival
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Itdianate
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24
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1

22006-0032

22015-0012

22006-0031

22006-0030

22016-0001

22016-0020

22006-0029

22016-0019

22006-0028

22006-0012
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STREET ADDRESS

27-29 Washington Park

32 Washington Park

atached garage
33 Washington Park

carriage house

37-39 Washington Park
40 (44) Washington Park
gaage >

46-48 Washington Park

47-49 Washington Pak

50-52 Washington Park

55 Washington Park

gaage
61 Washington Park

porte cochere

HISTORIC NAME

E.F. Goodridge

R.D. Morehouse House

OtisE. Hunt

William H. Studley House
Henry F. Ross House

y...

Edward T. TrofFiter House
(also owned #46-48)

Arthur F. Soden House

Edward T. TrofFiter House (also
owned #46-48)

Arthur H. Soden House
Leon C. Cater House

Universaist Church

YEAR

1914

€.1900

STYLE

Craftsmary
Colonial Reviva

Quean Anne

Second Empire

Seoond Empire

Colonial Reviva

Itaianate

Seoond Empire

Quemn Anne

Second Empire

Gothic Reviva

STATUS

oXe

RESOURCE
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NR
PHOTO

27

30

ASSESSOR'S STREET ADDRESS

22016-0016

22006-0027

22016-0015

22006-0026

22006-0025

22006-0016

22006-0024

46220-4294
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70 Washington Park

73 Washington Park

garage

74 Washington Pak
79 Washington Park

garage

85-87 Washington Park

gaege
91 Washington Park

gaage
97 Washington Park

Washington Park
Greenswvard

HISTORIC NAME

Mary A. Alary House

J. Wedey Kimball

Caherine Shedd

Alexander Chisholm

Thomas Hurd (Lancey & Claflin
owned in 1874)

Oliver B. Leavitt House

Dr. Charles W. Taylor House

Woashington Park Greenswerd

Benches
Treesplantings
Electric lamppods

PAR

2007

STYLE

Quemn Anne

Second Empire

Quemn Anne

Astylistic

Astylistic

Stick

Second Empire

Centrd ovate
greensvad

Wood, meta
Dogwood, pine
Gadight

PTATUS

O O O O O o O O

NC
NC
NC

RESOtIRCi



TOTALS

Washington Park Historic District
Newton, M assachusetts
National Regisger Digtrict Data Sheet

34 Contributing Buildings 3 Noncontributing Buildings
1 Contributing Ste

3 Noncontributing objects

35 Contributing dements 6 Noncontributing dements
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City of Newton,
O M assachusetts
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1) 91 Washington Park

2) 85-87 Washington Park

3) 79 Washington Park

4) 61 Washington Park

5) 55 Washington Park

6) 18 Washington Park

7) 26 Washington Park

8) 40 Washington Park

9) 5 Park Place

10) Streetscape (view to east)
11) Streetscape (view to west)
12) Streetscape (view to east)
13) Streetscape (view to east)
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The Commonwedlth of M assachustts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

Jenuary 28, 2008

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8 floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad please find the following nomination form: .

Washington Park HD, Newton (Middlesex), MA
[Newton MRA]

The nomination has been voted digible by the Sate Review Board and has been signed by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 60 to 120 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commert.

Ore letter of objection has been received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg Y
Nationa Regiger Director N
Massachusetts Historical Commission

endosure

cC Katie Hax Homes, Newton Flanning & Devdopmant
John C. Rodman, Newton Historicd Commisson
Mayor David B. Cohen, City of Newton

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 » Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. state.ma. us'sec/mhc



RECEIVED

f NOV/26 TP
MASS. HIST. COMM

MariciaM. Hynn
Washington Park
Newtonville, MA 02460

Novemba 20,2007 * !

Nationd Regder Saff

Massedhusatts Higorica Commisson

220MorrisseyBlvd . - : ;
Bogton, MA 02125 ' N

Re  Naiond Regde Higorica Digtrict Nomination :
Dea Sir:

| anthe owner of 91 Washington Park, Newtonville. | am objecting to having my
property ligted in the Nationd Regider.

| hope you will regpect my wish to nat have my home be part of the Nationd
Regider. '
Thenk you for your cooperaion in this matter.
Snoady.

ParicaM. Hynn

LT>[



