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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Stearns house is a 2% story frame residence on a rock-faced stone foundation.
Overall dimensions are 44' x 54'. The main roof is a high hip, with an assortment
of gabled projections and small, jerkin-head dormers. A principal feature is

the very large, semicircular bay on the north side, with a bell-shaped roof

and a first story constructed of rock-faced stone. Exterior surfaces exhibit

a variety of textures and patterns: narrow clapboarding, scalloped shingling,
and patterned slate on the roof. Curved "strapwork' appears in the large gable
ends on east and west sides. On the north side, what would have been one long
porch across the entire facade is broken into two segments by the protruding semi-
circular bay. (This front porch originally ended, at the east side, in a porte-
cochere, with gable roof perpendicular to the main porch roof). The front

porch repeats the denticular cornice ‘of the main roof, and is supported:by

short Ionic colums on high’stone pedestals. There is a small, second-story
recessed porch onthe northeast corner, with panneled posts and spindle "frieze'';
and much simpler, recessed porches on the southeast and southwest corners, shel-
tering rear entrances. Windows are for the most part 1/1 sash in simple frame
surrounds; the small windows in dormers and gable ends have small, diamond-shaped
lights, and there is some stained glass. There are two tall brick chimmeys with
corbelled caps. Finials and portions of the roof cresting are extant, but the
balustrade on the main roof deck has been replaced.

The main entrance (on the northeast corner) opens into a large living hall
running parallel to the front of the house. All principal rooms open onto
this hall. Walls are mostly plastered, floors are oak, some with patterned
inlay. Woodwork (including four sets of sliding doors) and much interior
hardware is intact.

South and slightly east of the house is a carriage house, which is contemporary
with the main structure. It is formed by the intersection of two hipped-roof
masses set at right angles to one another, one long and narrow, the other short
and somewhat taller. These masses are enlivened by wall dormers with gable
roofs. The exterior of this structure is finished with narrow clapboarding

on the ground story, and scalloped shingling above. There are four sliding
doors on the north side, hung from a metal rail, and panelled with boards

set in a herringbone pattern.

The Stearns house is located on a large corner lot on the main street of
this small (pop. 275) rural community. It has recently been repainted
a buff color, with light brown trim.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Stearns house in Garden Grove is a nice example of the vernacular
expression of American Queen Anne residential architecture popular
among Iowa's small-town 'prominent citizens' toward the end of the
19th century. Distinguishing features include the irregular plan

around a large living hall, cluttered roofscape, and variety of

surface textures (shingling, clapboards, ''strapwork' and rock-faced
stone). The tall,chimneys, with their decorative brickwork, and the
semicircular bay that dominates the front facade, are also noteworthy.
The carriage house, whose exterior treatment is similar to that of

the house itself, serves as a good ''companion piece'.

The house is believed to have been built for C.S. Stearns about 1885.
Stearns was a local merchant and banker whose uncles, A.B. and Dan

Stearn, were early settlers and entrepreneurs in Garden Grove.

Among
C.S. Stearns' activities were C.S. Stearns § Bros., a mercantile

establishment begun in 1883, and the First National Bank, est. 1900.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION [ot 185' x 450': Lots One (1) through Fourteen (14)
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Garden Grove.
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