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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OR!GINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cavendish Universalist Church is a rectangular structure
approximately 25 feet wide by 40 feet deep with its gable
end facing front (east). The structure' 's m3351ve ‘stone walls

Three large multi-paned (32 over 32) rectangular windows are
positioned symetrically along each side elevation. The
structure has a very shallow wood cornice and cornice return.
The wood moulded panel main door is located in the center of
the front (east) elevation. It is flanked on either side
and topped by a rectangular window similar in design to the
side windows. These front windows are adorned with louvered
wood shutters. A diamond shaped date stone bearing the date
1844 is located near the apex of the gable end of the front

elevation.

The roof of the church is sheathed with slate. Two narrow
brick end interior chimneys, both with corbeled caps, are
1ocated at the rear of the building.

The church has a two tier rectangular wood tower with an open
belfry. Each tier is flanked by corner pilasters.

The interior consists of a narrow entrance vestibule leading
into a large, rectangular meeting room. A choir loft is
situated to the rear of the room above the vestibule. The
ceiling is hung from the roof trusses leaving the room
unobstructed by vertical columns. A chandelier is suspended
from an ornate central medallion. The main focus of the room
is ‘the raised alter on which is located an unusual wood Greek
Revival style lecturn ornamented on its front side by two
carved, fluted doric columns. The pews are also executed in
wood and have raised panel sides and scrolled side railings.
The church is heated by a cast iron stove.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Snecked ashlar, the highly ornamental stone bonding system used
in constructing the walls of the church, is rarely found in
Vermont with the ecception of a large concentration of buildings
in southern Windsor County. There are many local theories as
to the origin of this unique stonework, probably the most
plausible being that it was transferred to Vermont in the early
19th century by stone masons originally from the Aberdeen area
of Scotland. Masons of Scottish ancestry came south from
Canada to build a large stone factory at nearby Duttonsville,
Vermont a decade before the construction of the church.

The Cavendish Universalist Church is an excellent example of
the synthesis of local stone construction technique with
vernacular Greek Revival style.

The church is a major town landmark and has recently been
acquired by the Cavendish Historical Society to insure its
continued preservation. '
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