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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Wendover Air Force Base is located just south of the town of dendover.
Although presently unoccupied the base chapel, hospital, barracks,
administration offices, hangars, and other buildings remain.

The fire station is still in use by the base caretakers--the base
was closed by the Air Force in 1963. One runway is still in use
for commercial and private air traffic into Wendover. The Air Cen-
tral building serves as headquarters for this limited use of the
base.

The barricaded area, where the crew of the knola Gay was housed,
remains on the south side of the base separated from the other
buildings by the runways.

The buildings which do remain were built in the typical World War
IT temporary military use style. They are frame buildings and,
since 1963, have deteriorated from lack of use.

At present the state of Utah is attempting to acquire the air hase
site. Several businesses have expressed an interest in using the
air base buildings for offices and warehouses. The runway will
continue to serve as Wendover's airport. AR

13

SNO1L1LDONd1LSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[C] Pre-Columbian]| [] 16th Century [] 18th Century X1 20th Century
[ 15th Century [ 17th Century [(1 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEI(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [C) Education K] Political L1 Urben Planning
[ Prehistoric ] Engineering (7] Religion/Phi- [} Other (Specity)
(] Historic [ Industry ’ losophy

[ Agriculture ] Invention [ Science

[C1 Acchitecture [] Landscape ] Sculpture

] Art Architecture [ Social/Human-

[[] Commerce [ Literature itarian

[ Communications Xl Military [] Theater

[C] Conservation [ Music {C] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The history of the base began in 1939 when the Air Corps commenced an
extensive expansion program. High on the priority list were adequate
bombing and gunnery ranges.

By 1940 a site was located at Wendover. The Air Corps desired sonme
3,000,000 acres of Tand 90% of which was public domain. However, because
of grazing commitments, the Interior Superintendent was willing to release
only 1,500,000 acres. Livestock men in the area suggested that another
site be selected or the area reduced in size. They estimated that use

of the 1 1/2 million acres would "wipe out 100 outfits" of livestock men
and cost the state about $1,500,000 annually.

Despite these objections, work began on the base in dovember 1940. Ten-
porary barracks were constructed and two 150 x 7000' runways with taxi
strips and anchorage areas were graded and graveled. In May 1941, the
areas were paved and more extensive construction began.

The first training unit arrived at Wendover April 6, 1942 and found the
area ideal for bombing and gunnery practice. Because of the abundance
of salt, obtainable from the nearby Bonneville Salt Flats, a city of salt
was constructed near the mountains for bombing practice. '

The histroical significance of the base is its role as the training site
for the 509th Group under tie command of Colonel Paul W. Tibbets, Jr.

It was Colonel Tibbets, flying his B-29, "The Enola Gay," who dropped
the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945,

The 509th Group was organized December 17, 1944 and trained at Wendover
until May of 1945 when it left for Tenian Island in the Marianas. Dur-
ing its stay at Wendover, the group was housed in a maximum security area.
Information about the group's mission was so restricted that even members
of the 509th did not know the purpose of this training.

Although the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki has been regarded by soime
people as a means too terrible even for use in world wide conflict, it
did bring to an end the war with Japan. The crew of the “Enola Gay' proved
that an atomic bomb could be used under combat conditions. The threat of
its future use served the United States as an important post war foreiygn
policy tool. For its role in ushering in the Atomic Age, the Wendover Air

Force base deserves recognition.
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