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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE'"

The-South Side of the 2000 Block of Eye Street, N.W., includes 13 residential and mixsd 
usa residential and commercial buildings constructed between 1331 and 1095. Thasie party- 
walled brick masonry structures are built directly on the propert3/ line, some with 1 or 
2.story bays and landscaped front yards extending into the parking. There are caree 
interruptions in the continuity of the row an alley at its mid-point between 2013 and 
2020 and demolition sites at 2010-2014 and 2036-2038. The buildings are 2-;i to 3 stories 
high and 2 to 4 bays-wide. Those to the east o-f the alley are coEsnercial Italiavuite in 
design"concept witfr flat Tobfsv substantial crowning'cornices and"evenly'rhythmic facade 
articulation. Those, to the west of the alley are more residential in appearance with 
nansard and gable roofs, projecting bays and greater rhythmic and textural complexity of 
facade articulation. They include three groups of speculative buildings as»well as an 
individually designated Landmark building (2030) representative of early residential 
vernacular architecture in the federal city.

The following descriptions of individual buildings were prepared by- Nancy Schwartz, 
architectural historian, of Don T t Tear It Down. . . .

832 20th Street and 2004 I Street (1868) fora the largest structure on the block. It is 
three stories tall with a flat roof and bracketed metal cornice. The cornice accommodate 
two set backs in the north wall which appear to reflect various periods of building. 
The windows of the eastern portion of the building have six-over-six light sash. Those 
of the western portion have one-over-one light sash. All windox-rs are of the same pro­ 
portions with simple flat arches. The entrance to the upper floors of 832 20th St. is 
on the south side of the facade. Th.e original store fronts of both 832 and 2G04 have 
bean obliterated by a form stone covering. 2004 originally served as a separate shop 
under separate ox^nership, 'although architecturally it appears to be part of a-single 
building.

2006 I Street (1845). This three-story, flat-roofed building has simple wooden lintels 
with applied bulls eye corner blocks. The brick facade does not appear to contain any 
headers. The strongly-projecting galvanized iron cornice with large dentil blocks sits 
almost on top of tha upper story windows. Building permits (#2643) indicate that the 
cornice and a balustraded parapat (now removed) were added in 1912. The present shop 
front with hooded roof is a very recent addition.

2008-1 Street (1896). A three-story, three-bay brick commercial building with flat roof 
decorative cornice, and first floor shop front, 2008 I Street is typical of the late 19t' 
century. The present brick facade is extremely plain, punctuated by windows, with fino 
round-headed arches on the second floor and seginental arches on the third floor. Th-a 
niodillionad cornice has terminating consoles at either end and a simple paneled frieze. 
The shop front is symmetrical: the display window is flanked by the entrance to ths 
upper floors on the west and the entrance to the shop on the east. . The simple paneled 
trim is not original. Floor height in this building is ample, 1 making it half again as 
tall_as its older three-story neighbor to the east.

^Continued on Form No. 10-300a)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
"Tha Joint Committee on Landmarks has designated the South Side of the 2000 Block of Eye
- Street., N.W., a Category II Landmark of Importance which contributes significantly to 
the. cultural heritage and visual beauty of the District of Columbia. This architectural." 
cohesiva residential row, gradually developed between 1831 and 1396, 'admirably illustrate
-the evolution of vernacular building in the District of Columbia in the nineteenth cen­ 
tury. Its human scale and textural diversity have a major design impact on Pennsylvania 
Avenue west of the White House, enhancing Reservations 28 and 29-, relating nearby resi­ 
dential areas and other historic buildings to th£ Avenue, and underlining the historic 
importance of the Avenue as a link between the Federal City an-d Georgetown.

The South Side of the 2000 Block of Eye Street, N.W., occupies a visually strategic 
location on offset Eye Street adjacent to Reservations 28 and 29 (shown on the 1792 
Plan of the Federal City) along the western Pennsylvania Avenue axis, and is the only 
remaining block along this axis to retain its historic scale and character without intru­ 
sion. It relates positively to nearby individually designated Landmarks and other nine­ 
teenth century buildings, providing an essential context of historic and architectural 
continuity in what was once one of the most populous and fashionable residential areas 
of the city. It visually links the White House-Lafayette Square area with the Washingto; 
Circle-Georgetown area along the western Pennsylvania Avenue axis, emphasizing the 
historic importance of this route. It is a lively and coherent grouping of 2% to 3 storj 
brick masonry buildings exemplifying the architectural transitions of vernacular building 
in the District of Columbia in the nineteenth century.. It maintains today its historic 
character and ambiance as a commercial focal point of nearby residential neighborhoods. 
Located opposite the Arts Club of Washington, a Category II Landmark of tha National 
Capital, it has been a favored site for studios of prominent Washington artists including 
S. Burtis Baker and Jack Perlm.utter.

The following historical sketch, of the neighborhood was prepared by Nancy B. Schwartz, 
architectural historian, of Don't Tear It Down.

Before the founding of the City of Washington, the land upon which the 2000 block of 
I Street sits was just north of the platted town of Hamburgh or Funkstown, located on 
the 1664 land grant known as the Widdowe's Mite. When the L'Enfant plan for Washington 
was implemented, Uriah Forrest and Benjamin Stoddart were the proprietors of that 
portion of the Widdowe's Mite which became Square 101.

la his "Reminiscences" of early Washington, Christian Hines, a resident of the block, 
recalls that in 1798, except for' the Six Buildings and the Seven Buildings, there was 
only pna frame house on Pennsylvania Avenue between Georgetown and the White. House.

(Continued on Form No. 10-300a)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The nominated '-property occupies lots 824, 839, 843, 45, 827, 57, 37, 38, 21, 832, 833, 
334> and ̂25 in Square 101 and includes all buildings on the south side of E^e Street 
between 20th and 21st Streets, N.W., excluding 2020 Eye Street. The approximate sizes 
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SQUARE 101

Lot 

824

839

843

45

827

57

37

38

21

832

833

Owner. & Address

James G. Baker, et al 
825 21st Street, N.W.

Theodore J. & G. E. Sheve 
2521 34th Street, S. E.

Mabel Y. Niles
2034 I Street, N. W.

Lee Ngon Win Chin & Ying Hong Chin 
2131 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W.

Howard P. Foley Company 
2020 I Street, N.W.

Howard P. Foley Company 
2020 I Street, N.W.

Elwood Waite 
c/o T/A The Red Lion- 
2024 I Street, N.W.

Howard P. Foley Company 
2020 I Street, N.W.

The George Washington University 
Vice President and Treasurer 
2121 I Street, N.W.

The George Washington University 
Vice President and Treasurer 
2121 I Street, N.W.

The George Washington University 
Vice President and Treasurer 
2121 I Street, N.W.

20006

20020

20005

20003

20006

20006

20006

20006

'20052 

20052 

20052

(Continued o^Fprm No.; aQ-300a) -..
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"25

Owner 6 .Address

The George Washington University 
Vice President and Treasurer 
2121 '!" Street N W«*• ^- f~» J± J- kJ W — *^ V- W J -I>1 • /» •

The George Washington University 
Vice President and Treasurer 
2121 I Street, N.W.

20052

20052
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 :C y'i-3 I Street (1886). This large three.-story, four-bay, flat-roofed .structure- is 
c.-XTuOarcl.?.! in scale, but was built to house an extended -o-ioiily of D»C. merchants. It 

  '-r,^ a 35'' frontage compared to 20 ! or. less for most other buildings on the block. The 
. jjxrassed brick facade has regularly-spaced, segmental-arched fenestration, Tha xVindows 
:U- Vne western bay are double with reeded pilasters between and a segaental transom

both windows. All other windows and the recessed sain entrance door also have 
al^transoms. . The two eastern windows on the first floor are exceptionally long. 

The entrance is approached by a run of cast-iron steps of bold late-19th century design. 
" Ilii stone stairs to the slightly raised basement lie beneath the entrance stair. The 
:.- p2,,:t.uineS:> of the facade is relieved only by the window arches., a belt course above the 

Ivss-aaent windows, and the brick cornice composed of slightly offset" vertical rows of
 .c orb filing. There are star-shaped tie rod ends above the first and second story windows. 
The building is well-kept and the facade appears virtually unaltered.

2022 and 2024 I Street (c. 1875). These buildings were the central two units of a 
four-part raansardad row. They are mirror images of one another and are identical in 
detail. A variety of ornamental detail is repeated in a numer of forms on the three 
rstaaining facades of the group. This ornamental schema was obviously carefully thought 
out and applied with somewhat more verve than sophistication,

Tha central two .buildings are. united under a patterned, slate, mansard which rises to
  3 paalc over the party wall. This motif is echoed in the pointed-arch sash of the two 
wall dormers. Flanking these are two round-headed dormers with ornamental scrolled 
surrounds. Oblong louverad windows lie along the. center line of the roof. The wooden 
cornice breaks up to outline the wall dormers and is supported on elaborate brackets 
x^-ith drops. Between the brackets runs a row of applied, squares with pierced centers 
and projections at top and bottom. Three pierced vertical panels with similar pro­ 
jections lie batween the wall dormers. There are three windows with metal hood molds 
at the second-floor level of each building. The central double windows have round 
arches. The outer windows have flat arches. On the first floors are one-story, semi- 
hexagonal bays and the main entrances. The entrance doors have a straight transom 
beneath a hood consisting of a'modillioned cornice supported by two' large scroll 
brackets. Smaller versions of these brackets flank each face of the bays. Between the 
brackets run bands of applied fleur-de-lis motif. Tha bays have an iron cresting with 
a graceful s-curve profile. Below the bay windows are panels of applied balusters. The 
entrances are slightly raised above sidewalk level. 2024 retains its original cast-iron 
stoop and railing. A remnant of the low cast-iron fence which once ran along most of 
the block can also be seen in front of 2024. It consists of posts topped by opposing 
lion heads from whose mouths the single iron rail projects.

; ^Demolition was recently begun on 2022 I Street. At the point that destruction was haltei
by court injunction,' the ornament had been removed and sold to a Washington deals-.r from 

;:vwaom it can be acquired. The front bay was demolished and a hole was made in the roof 
rear. ;,.There is no doubt that these are serious losses. Some of the ornament

(Continued on For-n No. 10-300a) ;
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can. certainly be retrieved.' 1 The rest could be restored; Even if it is not, the basic 
.shape and fenestration renain intact, to compliment .the. remaining -half of tha cocipositior. 
Even a stripped down version of the house will maintain the 19th century scale and feel 
far better than the most carefully designed modern building.

2026 I Street (c. 1875). 2026 is similar to the two other remaining houses, of the 
original ̂ four-house group. The front wall is stepped out slightly from that of 2022 
and 2024. The upper cornice of the mansard is lined with small brackets. The three- 
part dormer has a central peak echoing the roof and wall dormers of the other 13-70 houses 
Tha brackets with drops which support the lower cornice are separated by applied panels. 
Tha three windows of the second floor have hood molds identical to "those on 2022-24, 
but they are evenly spaced with two flat-archad windows flanking a central round-arched 
window. The bay and entrance are also the same except for the cresting which is much 
heavier, in line and features an inverted heart motif. Cast-iron grilles below the bay 
windows and a new cast-iron stair have also been added.

2030 I Street (c. 1831). This simple, well-proportioned, late-Federal house is one of 
the bast surviving examples of its type outside of Georgetown. It is brick, two-und­ 
one-half stories on a raised basement, with a standing-seam, gable roof, and three-bay, 
Flemish bond facade. The two dormers have broken-bed pediments supporting fluted 
pilasters joined by a segmental arch. The windows are casements. There is a simple 
saw-tooth brick cornice and a central chimney at the east end. The window-lintels are 
straight with bull's-eye corner blocks. The basement windows are large and have the 
same ornamentation. They open into an areaway. All windows have workable louverad 
shutters and six-over-six light sash. A flight of eight concrete steps approaches the 
 door in the west bay. It is flanked by engaged Tuscan columns supporting a s lap la two- 
part lintel which rises in a slight pediment. The door has six small rectangular panels 
ovar two larger panels and is topped by a straight transom.. The house is a later and 
more modest version of the tradition represented by the Caldwell House across the 
street. Such well-preserved examples are rare in the city.

2032-34 I Street (1885). These two, large, late-19th century townhouses wars built by 
.T. F. Schneider, one of Washington's most prolific architect/speculators.. The houses 
are identical from the exterior. Each is three stories with a raised basenant and a 
two-story, rectangular bay teroinated in a wall dormer. Windows in the bay are double. 
On tha first floor they hava stained-glass transoms. 2034 is the least altered and 
retains its original double door, each leaf of which has four panels. It also has a 
stainad-glass transom. Windows on the upper floors of 2034 have their upper sashes 
outlined by small squares of glass. First and second floor windows have segment?.! arche. 
of decorative molded brick. Molded brick also occurs in the parapet of the bay and in 
the cornice. The roof has a red slata-coverad mansard front. The wall dormer is 
punctuated with a fan window. The original cast iron stairs still exist at 2034 and

(Continued on Form No. 10-300a) ;..
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  ; -:'.i-i entrance to the. basatusu 1: Is beneath them. 2034. remains in nsairl.v original condi-
   :;^on, 2032 has.had alt^r-i.ciions to the stairs and entrance, and a sha?.window.

;. . H-.3 baeii added to the basement.. ' . : .

; 2'"^0 I Street and 825 21st Street (1879). These are two remaining units of a three-
U-. 133, iri.iasa.rdad row built in 1379. Each of the three stood two-and-a-half stories on 
•& raisedrbas^.iaeaf and had a two-bay facade. All had send-haxagonal, cue-story bays, 
s.a^aeauaiiy-arched-windows with prominent keys/tones, heavy modillion cornices and 
peditaented dormers in the mansard. The roof was covered with patterned slate in a 

. combination of diamond and fish-scale patterns. 2040 has lost its bay, and its basement 
has been converted into a shop. .Other details remain, but are covered, with black paint 
825 21st Str^t*t has been alterad little. It is built of variegated salmon-colored 
pressed brick with keystonas and other trim set off in x^hite. There is a. bay on the 
north side and two on the east, flanking the entrance. The entrance is sheltered by 
a--distinctive hood with a curved roof. The hood rests on large solid -brackets. The

: houje is. approached by an unusually delicate cast-iron stair. An old cast iron fence
; encloses the yard. There are interior shutters on all floors and a continuous area-
, way to provide light to the basement windows.

(Continued on Form No. 10-300a)
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Lot 25

Addrass:
Date/Source:
C^nar/Builder/Architfect;
Original Use:
Present Use:
Apparent Condition:

Lot 834

Address :-
Dat'e'/Source:
Owner/Builder/Archi tec t:
Original Use:
Present Use:
Apparent Condition:

Lot 833

Address:
Date/Source:
Own-er/.Builder/Architect:
Original Use:
Present Use:
Apparent Condition:

Lot 832

Address:
Date/Source:
Owner/Builder/Architect:
Original Use:
Present Use:
Apparent Condition:

832 20th Street, N.W.. 
1368 (tax records) 
Samuel Stott, owner 
store/meeting hall 
restaurant 
 fair

2004 I Street, N.W.
1868 (tax records)
Owen Murray, owner
store
storage
fair

2006 I Street, N.W.
1845 (tax records)
Owen Murray, owner
store
carry-out restaurant
fair

2008 I Street, N.W.
1896 (bldg permit)
James Bennett, owner and builder, Mr. Horstkamp, architect
store/dwelling
dry cleaners, be-auty salon, fortune teller
good

(Continued on Form No. 10-300a)
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Lot: 21

Address: 2018 I Street,-N.W.- . .
Date/Source:" 1886 (bldg permit)
Ch-mer/Builder/Architect: Eikar & Sons, owner, RL Fowler & Co., Builder
Original Use: dwelling
Present-L%e: - offices
Apparent Condition: excellent '

Lot 33

Address: 2022 I Street, N.W. '
Date/Source: c 1875 (title infor)
Owner/Builder/Architect: Alexander R. Shepherd, developer, Isaac S. Filbert, 1st owner
Origin-al Use: dwelling
Present Usa: . vacant
Apparent Condition: partially demolished

Lot 37

Address: 2024 I Street, N.W.
Date/Source: c 1875 (title infor)
Cwner/Builder/Architect: Alexander R. Shepherd, developer and first owner
Original Use: dwelling
Present Use: restaurant/dwelling
Apparent Condition: good

Lot 57 -

Address:   2026 I Street, N.W.
Date/Source: c 1875 (title infor)
Owner/Builder/Architect: Alexander R. Shepherd, developer, Thomas Kirby, first owner
'Original Use: dwelling
Present Use: '. book store
Apparent Condition: good

(Continued on Form No, 10-300a)
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Lo

Address: 2030 I Street, N.W.. '
Bate/Source: c 1831 (tax. records)
Owner /Builder /Architect: Joseph Cooper, owner
Original Use: . dwelling
Present ¥se: . Foley Co., storage
Apparent Condition: good

Lot 45

Address: 2032 I Street, N.W.
Date/Source: 1835 (bldg permit)
Owner /Builder/Architect: JF Sanner, owner; TF Schneider, architect
Original Use: dwelling
Present Use: restaurant
Apparent Condition: good

Lot 44

Address: 2034 I Street, N.W.  
Date/Source: - 1385 (bldg permit)
Cwner/Builder/Architect: JF Sanner, owner; TF Schneider, architect
Original Use: dwelling
Present Use: . dwelling
Apparent Condition: good

Lot 839

Address: . 2040 I Street, N.W.
Date/Source: 1879 (bldg permit)
Owner/Builder/Architect: Robert Earl, owner
Original Use: dx^elling
Present Use: dwelling
Apparent Condition: good

Lot 824

Address: 825 21st Street, N.W,
Date/Source: 1879 (bldg permit)
Owner/Builder/Architect: Robert Earl, owner
Original Use: ' dwelling
;Presant Use: dwelling
^Apparent Condition: ; good
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By 1300 the entire West End or "Foggy Bottom" area was still only sparsely settled. 
According to 'Hines, most "squares containsd.no rnora than'three houses.. They ware-for'the 
most part modest dwellings occupied by artisans, but there was a scattering of warehouse 
and commercial buildings and a. few large houses such as the Octagon and Robert Peter's 
Tofcrtihouses on K Street where George Washington visited. In 1800 Hines lists one stone 
house occupied by a Mr. Wilson in Square 101 near 21st and I Streets. »

By 1802, John Claggett Proctor writes that "buildings had been erected on all the lots 
fronting I Street between 20th and 21st save one." This statement we know to be 
exaggerated, but it reflects the rapid development which took place along Pennsylvania 
Avenue in the first years of the 19th century. It is not surprising, since this portion 
of the Avenue was one of the few passable streets in the new city. To travel from 
Georgetown to the. Capitol, one had to take K Street to Pennsylvania Avenue, the Avenue 
to 15th Street, F Street to 10th Street, and then an old winding road unrelated to the 
L 1 Enfant plan (Hines).

In 1803, the Western Market was built on the triangular lot south of Pennsylvania 
Avanus between 20th and 21st Streets, This had a profound effect on the kinds of 
buildings which were erected on the south side of I Street and on the kinds of people 
who inhabited them. Tha north side of I Street developed a. number of fine houses of 
which the Caldwell House is the only one remaining. Among the early 19th century 
Inhabitants of this side of the block were President Monroe and Vice-President Clinton 
who boarded in the Franklin Hotel. This hotel, run by William O'Neale, father of 
Peggy O'Neale, was frequented by President Jackson and was the place where Peggy met and 
was courted by Senator John H. Eaton. As a widow, Peggy O'Neale Timberlake Eaton lived 
for many years at 2007 I Street. There were also substantial residences being erected 
on H, G, and F Streets south of I, This area which came to be known as the "fashion­ 
able West End" was particularly popular with military men associated with the War 
Department, with Naval Officers attached to the Naval Observatory, and with foreign 
embassies. Smaller houses of artisans, laborers, and merchants wera also scattered 
through the area.

Unlike the north side of the street, tha south side housed no ambassadors or vice- 
presidents. Because of the proximity of tha market, most of the people who lived and 
boarded on the'block were merchants and artisans, and a number of them kept shops in 
their homes. In its mixed commercial and residential character, it closely resembled 
adjacent blocks of Pennsylvania Avenue. Proctor says that the area around the Western 
Market was "like, a small town." "There was the well-known O'Neale Tavern, a wood yard, 
several groceries, blacksmith and wheelwright shops and shoe shops x?ithin a few hundred 
yards of 20th and I Streets." The market was the focal point for the Wast End neighbor­ 
hood. It was a frame building 20 T x 40' which faced on 20th Street (Proctor). In 1822 
it was considerably enlarged and a second story was added to serve as a public hall. 

firehouse of .the Union Engine Company was attached to the west end of the market 
:;f The ̂following .description of its post-1822 appearance was given by an old

(Continued on Form No. 10-300a)
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Washington, resident (Proctor). "It was constructed of wood, two stories high, wi.th a 
bell tower over the front gable....A flag pole projected at a slight .angle frc-;n the 
front of the tower. The lever story was used as a market and the upper story as a 
hall, Tvhich was reached by.a flight of outside steps extending from the sidewalk,..*" 
It was a popular hall and served as school room and polling place and as a gathering 
spot for gospel mettings, .temperance rallies, balls, parties, fairs, political meetings 
and such groups as Hiram Lodge of Masons, Friendship Lodge of Odd Fellows '(still locate 
on 20th Street), Marion Division, and Sons of Temperance. The market burned in 1852 
and in 1855 what remained of it was .torn down. An 1857 map shows a park on the site.

One woman reminiscing about the 2000 Block of I recalls that "on that street were 
several houses occupied by persons who kept 'shops 1 where one could purchase any small 
articles." (Vedder) The Congressional lirectory for 1816-17 notes that there were 
small "establishments for the entertainment of man and beast, mostly in the neighbor­ 
hood of the market...." The city directory for 1846 lists ten names x^ith addresses on 
the "south side of I'between 20th and 21st." They include three grocers, a plasterer, 
a tinsmith, a blacksmith, a variety store owner, the chief.clerk of the Western Market, 
and a clerk with the Auditor's Office,

After the market was moved the character of the block became somewhat more residential. 
Most of the buildings new standing on the street reflect these post-Civil War changes. 
The eastern end of the block remained a mixture of commercial and residential, with 
most of the buildings having living quarters above shops. The western end became almos' 
solely residential. Some of the houses were built speculativaly Xv'hile others were 
occupied by their builders. Owners included well-to do merchants, contractors, a music 
teacher, and a government clerk. Physically, the buildings on the block have changed 
very little. During the mid-20th century a number which had always been residences 
have become commercial. The three frame houses (two had brick fronts) at 2010-14 I 
were demolished.after 1957. They, like 2030 I, probably represented the earliest 
development on the block. 2020 I Street, one of a group of mansarded dwellings, was 
replaced with the two-story stone-faced building which is the corporate headquarters 
of the Howard P. Foley Company. Two more brick rowhouses were demolished in the 1960s 
toward the western end of the block.
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